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Palestinians,
Israel resume
final status'
talks

NEVE ILAN, Israel, Nov 14:

Israeli and Palestinian negotia-

tors o the latest round of
final status talks to rﬁdat:}lll a
permanent peace acco ere
this mo - AFP
Chief Israeli nego
Eran and his Palestinian coun-
terpart, Culture and Informa-
tion Minister Yasser Abed
Rabbo, refused to speak to re-
porters before the o
the meeting in this
west of Jerusalem.
Israeli public radio reported
late Saturday that the two sides

lage just

had agreed to tackle the tough

issues in the talks simultane-

nuslgr rather than break down
the discussions point by point.

The final status talks are
intended to reach a permanent

nt on the eventual bor-
ders of a Palestinian state, the
question of Palestinian
refugees, the fate of both
Jerusalem and the Jewish set-
tlements on the West Bank, and
the sharing of water resources.

Earlier Saturday the two
sides remained at odds over a
promised Israeli pullback from
the West Bank due to take place
Monday under September's
landmark Sharm el-Sheikh

ce accord.

The Palestinian cabinet de-
manded that Israel amend the
proposed maps for the pullback
to include populated areas,
mar a significant toughen-
ing ol the Palestinian position
since talks with Israeli officials
here Friday.

Mob attacks
Christian prayer
meeting in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Nov 14: A mob
attacked Christians holding a
prayer meeting and Bible study
outside a church in New Delhi,
beating up several worshippers.
n:w:gapers in the capital re-
ported today, says AP,

5 'Iu‘l’;g attack was carried out
aturday night by 15 to 40 -
ple, includh%h a?}ieast one F:coal
politician of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, the reports said.

"The mob, which may have
had some BJP activists, dis-
rupfed the Bible reading session
and then attacked the gather-
ing,” district police commis-
sioner Amod Kanth was quoted
as telling The Sunday Times.

“All the injuries sustained in
the attack are minor,” he said,
adding that the mob tore and set
fire to pamphlets praising Je-
sus, attacked and scuffled with
those who were worshipping.

He denied newspaper reports

from unidentified witnesses

that Bibles were burnt and a
cross was damaged. But police
named four people in a warrant,
including the alleged
ringleader, Shyam Gupta,
whom witnesses said was a lo-
cal politician from the BJP.

Attacks on Christians have
increased in India during the
past two years, but the Times
said it was the first such mob
attack in the national capital.

Hindu groups that form the
bedrock support of the BJP,
which heads a coalition gov-
ernment, staged protests
against the pope's visit last
weekend, demanded an end to
conversions to Christianity in
India and asked the govern-
gﬂt to ban foreign missionar-

The gathering outside an In-
dependent Church in west
Delhi's Khyala district was part

of a three-day event "to spread
the gospel.” The Statesman
newspaper quoted unidentified
organisers as saying.

Supporters of

Khatami launch
polls campaign

TEHRAN, Nov 14: Support-
ers of Iran's reformist President
Mohammad Khatami have
formed an 18-party coalition in
a bid to break the conservative
grip on parliament in Febru-
ary's elections, the pro-reform
press said today, AFP.

The new coalition of politi-
cal religious and professional
groups is calling itself the Sec-
ond of Khordad Front, ref
to the date of May 23 in the
western calendar when
Khatami was elected president
in 1997.

The Front is headed by the
Association of Combattant
Clerics, Khatami's party and
the reformist counterpart of the
conservative Association of
Combattant Clergy.

It also includes the
ran, or Executives of Constroc-
tion, of former president Akbar
ll-l?tshcmi Rafsanjani, and four
eft- groups, among them
the Mm Union and Jebh-e-
Mosharekat, or Partners'
Front,

The various groups have
formed a "general s headed
by former minister Behzad
Nabavi, whose aim is to reach
agreement on joint candidates
for each of the 290 seats in the
Iranian parliament.

A coordina council has
also been set up, by Mo-
hammad Mussavi Mohammad
Khoeinia, former director of the

reformist newspa Salam,
whose closure in J caused
the worst riots since the after-

math of the 1979 Islamic revo-
lution.

Other components of the
Front include the main stu-
dents’ o sation and associ-
ations ol school and university
teachers, doctors, business
heads and women.

Nabavi confirmed Sunday
the the Association of Combat-
tant Clerics had named former
vice president Abdollah Nuri as
a candidate for the February
elections, even == or be-
cause -- he is awaiting sentence
by a conservative court on an
array of serious :

abavi noted however that
conviction by the hardline Spe-
cial Court for the Clergy would
bar him from running.
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Protesters attack US embassy in Kabul

KABUL, Nov 14: The United
Nations ignored last-minute
pleas from Afghanistan's Tal-
iban army and imposed sanc-
tions today to demand the ar-
rest of suspected terrorist
Osama bin Laden reports AP.

Within two hours of the
sanctions taking effect, thou-
sands of protesters swarmed
into Kabul's rocket-ruined
streets burning US flags and
shouting "death to America”,
said eyewitnesses, .

They reached the former US
Embassy and pelted the giant
black gate with rocks and
stones, Before reaching the em-
bassy demonstrators attacked
the World Food Programme of-
fice with rocks and stones.

Taliban soldiers fired auto-
matic rifles in the air to stop
the mob from storming the
United Nations building, wit-
nesses said. Taliban troops also
tried to prevent them from
reaching the US Embassy but
after 10 minutes the crowd
marched forward.

Dne[?'nung Taliban soldier,
his head wrapped in the tradi-
tional turban, shouted "long
live Osama”. Others joined in
shouting "Osama is a great
Muslim,

The United Nations is de-
manding bin Laden be handed

over to the United States or a

third country to stand trial on

charges he masterminded last
ear's twin bombings of US em-
assies in East Africa.

The protesters — all men —
began their demonstrations at
Pashtunistan Chwok, an inter-
section in the heart of the city,
and not more than a few hun-
dred metres from the former US
Embassy building.

The demonstrators de-
manded sanctions be lifted and
accused the United Nations of
being a "puppet to the United
States.” *

__In Kabul where early morn-
ing temperatures Sunday barely
climbed to freezing, residents
who spoke to The Associated

Press complained bitterly about

the United Nations and United
States,

‘The Afghan people are dy-
ing... it is an unfair decision llgr
the Afghan people.,” said a
schoolteacher Mohammed
Ibrahim. who lives in a sun-
baked mud home. His family
home was destroyed several
years ago by relentless fighting
between rival Islamic factions
who took control of Kabul from
the former communists.

About 70 per cent of the capi-
tal lies in ruins, ravaged by four
years of factional fi

ting that

ended in 1996 when the Tallban
army threw out a coalition of
Islamic parties headed by for-
mer president Burhanuddin
Rabbani's government.

The United Nations recog-
nizes Rabbani's government
which now operates in barely
10 per cent of Afghanistan. The
Taliban who espouse a harsh
brand of Islamic law, rule the
remaining 20 per zent of the
country.

The UN sanctions against
Afghanistan come into force at
the stroke of 1100 BST Sunday
or midnight Eastern Standard
Time in the United States. The
Security Council did not con-
sider a Eustpnncment which

was sought by Kabul.
The sanctions will prevent
Taliban-controlled riana

Afghan Airlines from landin
or taking off overseas and
mean the freezing of Taliban
accounts abroad.

Ariana carries nearly all the
country's post and handicraft
exports and is a key link to
Afghan expatriates working in
the Gulf.

The airline made its last in-
ternational ﬂllght late Satur-
day, when a plane carrying 14
tons of cargo flew in from Shar-

jah, in the United Arab Emi-

rates,

Russian troops closin
in on Grozny

GROZNY. Russia, Nov 14 :
Russian troops have entered the
rebel stronghold Bamut but do
not have control of the town, a
spokesman for the Chechen
presidency Said Selim Abdud-
muslimov said early today, re-
ports AFP.

He confirmed Russian
claims Saturday that federal
troops had entered the town in
western Chechnya, which was a
key hideout for rebel fighters
during the last conflict oppos-
ing Russia and the breakaway
republic [1994-1996).

Abdulmuslimov said that
Chechen military units "fought
off three attacks by Russian
troops who were trying to take
control of Bamut."

Russian forces have been
pounding the town with bombs
and artillery fire for several
weeks,

e ' e o

Miss USA Jessica Nicole Szegedi, 20, (L sitting), Miss

Bamut, nicknamed the "im-
mortal fortress” by Chechen
troops, is famed or its resis-
tance during the last conflict.
The Russians made several
bloody attempts to seize the
town, but did not succeed in
wresting control until May
1996.

Russian forces were also
continuing to close in on the
Chechen capital on three sepa-
rate fronts with troops between
five and 15 km from the city.

Havy aerial and artlﬂer}r
bombardments of Grozny
overnight killed five people and
wounded seven, accoding to
Chechen miltary spokesman
Vakha Ibragimov,

The vast majorityof the cap-
ital was without water, electric-
ity or gas Sunday, forcing resi-
dents to melt snow for drinking

- water and break up furniture to

BERIEFLY

GI‘EE:-CE Elene Liafou, 24, (R sitting), Miss Turkey Hulya
Mutiu, 21, (R standing) and Miss Intercontinental (name
not available) attend on Saturday a press conference in
Hanoi. The beauty contest "Miss Friendship of the
World Pageant” is to be held in Hanoi this week with
women from 30 countries taking part in the first contest

of its kind.

India, Myanmar sign

India and Myanmar ended a three-da

—AFP photo

accord:
peeting on Saturday

with an agreement to curb cross-border terrorism, the Press

Trust of India (PTI) reported, AFP

reports from New Delhi.

The two countries, which share a 1,643-kilometre border,
signed a document agreeing to "control and contain cross-

border militancy in their res

ctive territory, drug trafficking

and smuggling, and opening of more border trade centres.”

10 killed in E

Ten

said, AFP reports from Cairo,

le were killed in Egyp
smasmintn a rescue site where workers were attt:mpung to get

passengers out of an overturned {ruck on the rails. ol

t train crash:

on Saturday when a (rain

ficiais

Seven other people were badly wounded when the Cairo-
bound train ran over a group of workers from the state cement

compan
after it

ItaleYll buil

nine es have been

who were tryi

to get three people out of<the truck
ipped over onto the track.

CO
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Sé tO]]. 59: Fifty-

e rubble of a collapsed

apartment block in Fogy.a, a southeastern Italian town,

according

reports from Foggia.
Rescuers

;lca:—uid boy, D

ht Saturday removed the body
e Ungaro. who was cradled in the arms of

to new official figures released early Sunday. AFP

of a three-

s 32-year-old mother Lucia. also dead. Rescue workers will
continue their searches until they are certain that no more

bodies remain in the rubble, officials said. Seventy

-one people

lived in the apartment building which collapsed suddenly on
Thursday, according to city officials, but other witnesses said as

many as 76 people were in the building.

g

use as fuel rather than venture
out into the war zone for sup-
plies.

In Moscow, Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin was due to
meet his Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin Sunday ahead
of the OSCE summit in Istanbul
November 18-19, Itar-Tass re-
portied.

The White House confirmed
Friday that US President Bill
Clinton would meet Yeltsin dur-
ing the summit, where Russia is
likely to face increasing criti-
cism for its hardline insistence
on a military rather than a po-
litical solution to the crisis in
Chechnya.

Putin. who has lead Russia's
tough stance over its offensive
against the rebel republic, at-
tended a security council meet-
ing Saturday to assess the mili-

tary campaign.

International.

| UN sanctions imposed |
on Taliban

Wahid orders ||

corruption
probe against
3 ministers

SINGAPORE, Nov 14: In-
donesian President Abdurrah-
man Wahid has ordered three
ministers to be investigated for
alleged corruption in a bid to
demonstrate his commitment
to clean up government, Singa-
pore's Sunday Times reported,
says AFP,

Attorney-General Marzuki
Darusman told the daily on
Saturday he had received the
:nstructions to proceed with the
investigations from Wahid
while in Washington on a pri-
vate visit,

"I think he wants to tell ev-
eryone that he is genuinely
against corruption, and is doj
something lo stem the lide in
the government,” Marzuki said.

"He is trying his best to win
the confidence of the business
community in particular so
that they will be comfortable
enough to put their money back
into Indonesia,” he added.

He declined to name the
three ministers, who will re-
main suspended during the in-
vestigation.

Efiorts to set up clean gov-
ernment has been one of the k
reformist demands and Wah%
pledged to fight corruption

when he was elected by parlia-
ment in October.

Floods in France:
Hundreds

evacuated

TOULOUSE, France, Nov 14:
Hundreds of people were evacu-
aiert ;tom threatened villages in
soutizwest France yesterday af-
ter heavy floods and mudslides
left 19 dead and nine missing,
officials said, reports AFP.

A mother and her three chil-
dren died when their house was
buried under a mudslide in the
town df Labastide-Rouairoux,
in the Tarn department. A
homeless man also died in
Tarn.

With rain still falling, worst
hit was the Aude region, where
the death toll hit 12 on Satur-
day.

Among the dead were two
people in the village of Estagel,
near the southern city of Per-
pignan, which was buried in u
fo two metres (six and a ha
feet) of mud. A merchant na
officer fell off a German boat ;ﬁ'
the coast near Narbonne.

The local authorities said
six other people were reported
missing in the area after wit-
nesses saw cars falling into
overflowing rivers and being
swept away.

Two people were killed in the
ecastern Pyrenees region.

Women trying to keep themselves

warm

following a powerful earthquake on Friday.

near Duzce, northwestern Turkey Saturday

—AFP photo

More survivors found

in Turkey

Quake toll rises to 374

ANKARA, Nov 14: At least
374 people were killed and
2,923 others injured in the pow-
erful earthquake that struck
northwestern Turkey on Fri-
day, Health Minister Osman
Durmus said in a statement
early Sunday, reports AFP.

In his statement, carried by
the Anatolia news agency,
Durmus said that the toll could
rise as rubble-clearing work in
the quake zone continued.

Friday's tremor with an epi-
centre at Duzce town, measured
7.2 on the Richter scale and
followed a 7.4-quake on August
17, which devastated Turkey's
northwestern industrial heart-
land and killed some 20,000
people.

Meanwhile, rescuers found
more survivors from the mas-
sive earthquake today but were
forced to amputate the arm of a

regnant woman to free her
rom the rubble,

As lemperatures dropped
close to freezing with nightfall,
Turkish and foreign search-
and-rescue teams were fast los-
ing hope of extricating more
survivors from the debris
caused by Friday's quake,
which claimed close to 400
lives.

Turkish rescuers in the city

of Bolu rescued a pregnant
woman from under a collapsed
bullding after amputating her
arm to free her, the Anatolia
news agency reported Saturday.

Turkish troops had been
struggling since late Friday to
extricate the woman, identified
as Nilgun, but ran into trouble
as they failed to free her arm.

Five people in the town of
Duzce; the epicentre of the
tremor with a magnitude of 7.2
on the Richter scale, were saved
more than a day after the quake
struck.

A father and his two chil-
dren were extracted from the
rubble of their home early Sun-
day 30 hours after it was razed
to the ground.

Mehmet Aykut. his son
Ozgur and his daughter Ozlem
were immediately hospitalised,
the Anatolia agency reported. It
did not give details of their con-
dition:

Late Saturday, coal miners
from the Black Sea province of
Zonguldak pulled a mother and
daughter alive from under rub-
ble more than 24 hours after the
earthquake, the all-news NTV
channel reported.

Murvet Durucan, 60, and her
29-year-old daughter Ilknur
were dug out from the second

floor of a multi-storey buildi
alter eight hours n}tt inl:ngg
work that commenced at noon
Saturday, the report said.

The two women were imme-
diately taken to the local hospi-
tal, but there was no immediate
word on their condition.

Earlier Saturday, rescuers in
the quake zone also found two
university students.

In Kaynasli, a town of about
7.500 inhabitants where the
health ministry said most of
the casualties occurred, a vol-
unteer doctor from Istanbul ex-
plained that people trapped un-
der the debris in temperatures
as low as two d elsius (36
degrees Fahrenheit) could sur-
vive "al most three days.”

Hﬁrlputhermia would more
quickly set in on the human
body in a state of shock, Levent

Oztan said.
Meanwhile, hundreds of

people left homeless after the
earthquake -- which razed some
300 buildings according to pre-
‘liminary figures -- were camp-
ing t?m in the open for a second
night.

Meteorologists warned the
cold but dry weather would be
replaced by rains from next
week, which would further add
to the misery of survivors.

E gyptAir flight voice
recorder recovered

NEWPORT, Rhode Island,
Nov 14: US Navy search crews
have recovered the cockpit
voice recorder from EgyptAir
Flight 990, officlals announced
early today, reports AFP.

Officials with the US Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) said Navy divers
retrieved the voice recorder
shortly after 10:00 p.m. Satur-
day (9:00am BST Sunday) from
the crash site off the coast of
Massachusetts.

"We are pleased that we are
able to share this vel?r imnpor-
tant news with family mem-
bers," NTSB Chairman Jim
Hall told a press conference
early Sunday.

fficials said the recorder
was dented on one side, and that
the pinger -- the electronic lo-
cating device -- had become de-
tached.

There was no information
about the condition of the audio
tape inside the device.

Hall, who said the recorder
would be flown by helicopter to
Washington for analysis, said
recovering the device was a
major breakthrough that could
provide clues to the cause of the
tragedy, which killed all 217
people on board.

"We are hopeful that we will
have good voice information off

- this recorder," he said.

The recorder retrieved Sun-
day is one of two "black boxes"
now recovered from the wreck-
age. The plane's flight data
recorder was pulled out of the
ocean early Tuesday.

The Cairo-boun 767
crashed into the Atlantic an
about 100 km off the coast of
Nantucket Island, just 30 min:
utes after take-off from New
York's John F. Kennedy Inter-

national Airport on October 31.
Investigators said the voice
recorder tapes conversations
taking place in the cockpit In
the half-hour before the crash.
The audio tape could reveal
whether there were mechanical
problems during the flight, for
instance, or whether an in-
truder entered the cockpit.

Aviation experts have said
the way Flight 990 plummeted
into the Atlantic could suggest
the crew intended to crash, and
investigators have not ruled out
a sulcide mission by one of the
pilots.

While officials were seeking
to discourage hasty new specu-
lation on possible crash causes,
investigators have not ruled out
a possible terrorist act or pilot
suicide. However, no evidence of
any explosives has been found.

However relatives and col-
leagues said none of the eight-
member flight crew was men-
tally unstable or had histories
of professional misconduct.

Analysis of EgyptAir's flight
data recorder prompted specu-
lation Saturday that someone
in the cockpit may have turmed
a switch that cut off power to
two es of the Boeing 767 in
mid-flight. .

Both plane engines shut
down about 20 seconds after the
automatic pilot disengaged, just
before the plane plunged into
the Atlantic.

The manual cut-off of the
engines showed that someone
was controlling the descent of
the plane, according to the
flight data recorder analysis.

According to news reports
Saturday the FBI was examin-
ing psychological profiles of the
passengers and the co-pilot of
the doomed flight.

Muslim rebels free
100 hostages
in Philippines

COTABATO, Philippines,
Nov 14: Muslim separatists
freed unharmed Sunday some
100 people they took hostage af-
ter a pre-dawn raid on a south-
ern Philippine Christian vil-
lage, in the latest attack to mar

formal peace negotiations, re-
ports AFP.

About 200 Moro Islamic Lib-
eration Front (MILF] guerrillas
stormed the village of Tibao in
Mlang town North Cotabato
province, killing a pro-gov-
ernment militiaman and
wounding four others before
taking hostage the villagers.

Five MILF guerillas were
also killed and seyen were
wounded in clashes in nearby
municipalities as two major
rebel camps came under heavy
mortar fire from the military,
military and rebel commanders
said.

Town Mayor Luigi Cuerpo
said the guerrillas herded lt—ﬁf:
hostages into a Catholic church
and the men were ordered to dig
foxholes near a highway, where
MILF forces had set up block-
ades to prevent government
troops from advancing.

e guerillas threatned to
shool the villagers if they fled,
but allowed them to leave un-
harmed later, Cuerpo said.

The attack came two weeks
after formal peace negotiations
were launched in late ober to
hammer out an accord to end
the MILF's 21-year insurgency
lo set up an independent Is-
lamic state in the south.

In Manila, Defence Secre-
tary Orlando Mercado accused
the rebels of violating a cease-
fire agreement and warned the
latest attack "could endanger
the peace talks."

N Ireland parties set
for ‘final’ peace talks

BELFAST, Nov 14: Northern
Ireland’s rival political parties
are preparing to resume Mon-
day what the US mediator
George Mitchell has called the
"finnl=and critical stage” in
talks'to salvage the peace pro-
cess, reports AFP.

David Trimble, the leader of
the key Protestant Ulster
Unionist Party (UUP}, is likely
to push for more concessions in
the latest republican proposals,
which senlor UUP officials are
reported to have rejected, a se-
njor party figure said Saturday.

Mitchell -- reportedly furi-
ous at the latest setback -- or-
dered the rival Protestant and
Roman Catholic parties to
spend the weekend assessing
their next moves in the process,
which remains blocked over the
enmeshed issues of setting up a
cross-party government and
pararmilitary disarmament.

The parties were last week
on the brink of a breakthrough
as the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) was reported to have con-
tacted Mitchell directly with its
proposals for the first time dur-
ing the process.

Hopes rose sharply mid-
week that a deal was in the off-
ing as Trimble edged closer to
putting the proposals to his
party.

But these were dashed
abruptly late Thursday amid a
flurry of reports that a vote
taken by 27 senior members of
the UUP appeared to reject the
deal, _

The vote has left Trimble in
a quandary as to whether he
should put the deal to the party
as a whole,

The 27 senior figures are
considered to be among the

most liberal members of the
part?'.
The party's 900-strong Ul-
ster Unionist Council -- which
is expected to meet on Novem-
ber 27 -- include hardline mem-
bers who fiercely oppose moves
to form a cross-party govern-
ment with the IEA'& political
wing Sinn Fein before the
paramilitary begins disarma-
ment.

Trimble has wuntil the
November 27 meeting to decide
whether to try to sell the deal to
the council.

Press rts on Sunday sug-
gested that Trimble might
ready to risk a E:EIH in the party
in order to put the proposals to
the wider membership.

Northern Ireland Secretary
Peter Mandelson let it be
known Saturday that he was
ready to tour the troubled
province to rally support for the
proposals among grass-roots
UUP members.

Republican politiclans and
much of the British press urpged

Trimble to grasp the deal,
which many Irish nationalists
say will not be bettered.

Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn
Fein, appealed Saturday for a
new style of leadership in the
key Protestant party.

Sinn Fein argues that the
1998 Good Friday tgeac:_ accord,
which enshrines the whole pro-
cess and was chaired by
Mitchell, gives them until May
2000 to disarm.

Adams recognised that the
UUP leadership faced a "huge
burden” if it sought to change
the party's conviction, whic
has been characterised
throughout the months of
wrang]gmg by their "no guns, no
government” mantra.

CARACAS, Nov 14: Colom-
bian physician Manuel Patar-
royo announced Wednesday in
Venezuela that in the nexi year
or two he would have a vaccine
against malaria, which would

so serve as model for efforts
against other infectious diseases
that wreak havoc in the
developing world, rts IPS.

“We will donate all of these
vaccines to humanity,"” said
Patarroyo, who burst onto the
international scientific scene in
1987 with a fortnula to prevent
malaria that has proven to be
30 to 50 per cent effective in
clinical tests carried out in sey-
eral countries.

The researcher donated the
patent to the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), and said he
would repeat the gesture if the
discovered new vaccines.

On a visit to Caracas to
participate in "Colombian Month
in Venezuela”, Patarroyo gave a
speech in the Institute of Tropi-
cal Medicine on his experiments
with synthetic vaccines.

Clinical tests that followed
the release of his initial anti-
malaria vaccine led to advances

in knowledge of the behaviour of
the parasites that cause
malaria, which in turn made it
possible to move forward in the
search for a 100 per cent ef-
fective vaccine, he said.

In a speech sprinkled with a
liberal dose of humour, Patar-
royo said malaria resulted from
a sequence of 20 links that he
described as "tiny hands". The
vaccine keeps those tiny hands
from hooking up.

"In one or two years, we will
come up with a definitive resulit,
a 100 per cent effective vaccine
against malaria,” announced
Patarroyo, whose research was
conducted in the Institute of
Immunology in Bogota.

Some million people con-
tract malaria annually world-
wide. Between 150,000 and
180,000 of those cases occur in
Colombia, and around 50,000
in a Venezuela. The disease
claims 5,000 lives a day
throughout the world.

But "science is an’ ongoi
process,” the researcher poin
out. explaining to medical stu-
dents, academics and reporters

fight against malaria lay in the
search for synthetic vaccines.

Patarroyo said his team in
Colombia was a pioneer in the
use of synthetic vaccines, as an
alternative to the virulent
pathogens obtained from biolog-
ical process.

e development of synthetic
immunisation is based on de-
termining the composition of a
molecule, and generating de-
fences against it.

Patarroyo said the search
for a vaccine against malaria
was facilitated by a specific
monkey species from the Ama-
zon region which, his team
found, had an immunological
system identical to that of hu-
man beings, which made it

ideal for testing vaccines.
"Even though they have a tail
and hair, their svstem is just

like ours,” said Patarroyo.
Magnetic resonance systems
have tted the discovery of
“tiny hands" in malaria as well
as other disea-es like tubercu-
losis, hepatitis ¢, several kinds
of lymﬁi omas. leishmaniasis
and the human papilloma

in Venezuela that the key to his, virus.

Patarroyo said that although
it was not possible to create a
universal vaccine against all of
these diseases, there was a
mathematic model that could
be followed in order to come up
with a range of synthetic vac-
cines.

"We practically have a
monopoly on Amazon monkeys,
and we were the innovators in
synthetic vaccines,” he said.

Patarroyo's original vaccine,
which t'_+ri=;ar1'1x\::|:l him m:;crthﬂﬂ hon-
ar octorates an e hj,gh-
es?r}rawards in the field of
medicine — with the exception
of the Noble Prize — is known
as SYF66 or the "Colombian
Malaria Vaccine.”

The Colombian government
has financed his 17 years of ef-
forts against malaria, to the
tune of 20 million dollars, he
said,

Patarroyo added that when
the final vaccine was ready, he
hoped Colombia would reap
benefits as a major producer of
the drug. He annoynced that
the first factory producing the
vaccine would be ready in his

‘country next year,

' Malaria vaccine to be ready in one Or two years

The installation of the facto
will cost another 20 million dol-
lars, to come partly from
Spain, which has also spon-
sored the first tests of his initial
vaccine in Africa.

Patarroyo also sald smear
camp s against his research
waged by entities in the United
States and Britain, had ceased.
"The battle has ended” because
they failed in their bid to come
up with a vaccine against

-malaria, he stated.

While an injection of the
vaccine will cost one dollar,
there are 2.6 people in
the world in need of immunisa-
tion against malaria, which
means there are inevitablv eco-
Vit (he ATt acainst miiarn
VO e t
— "malaria-politics”, said the
researcher.

Becides, "there are egos in-
volved, including my own." he
joked

Pattarrnyu'u aim is to see
malaria disappear. He warned,
however, that it is to be

‘eradicated in the near future.
"It is very difficult, but | am

going to do everything possible.”



