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A Disillusioned President
RESIDENT Shahabuddin Ahmed has once
again used harsh words to express his

disillusionment about the country’'s education

system, terming it as time-worn, cancerous and,
above all, a total farce. The President has a
penchant for speaking out harsh truths. We have
always admired his moral uprightness and
appreciated his forthright expression on different
issues of national interest.

 Over the years, this country has developed a
strong base for education, particularly at higher
levels. We also have no dearth of talented students.
The President, in his exasperation, has found ev-
erything around him bleak and meaningless and
cannot be blamed for his attitude after strings of
disquieting events in the recent past at some of the
country’'s highest educational institutions. We may
not see eye to eye with him in some of his observa-
tions but we are surely in agreement with the main
thrust of his speech at Notre Dame College on
Thursday.

The President's lamentation for total absence of
academic atmosphere is justified and so is his
pointing of fingers at both teachers and students in
this regard. The reasons he has set forth for all
these ills are known to all but hardly has there
been any steps in right earnest to cure these. This
has become all the more difficult because of ram-
pant politicisation and unabated lawlessness at
times with official patronage. Teachers have made
things no better, some of them allegedly indulging
in moonlighting, skipping classes without rea-
sons, patronising note books and encouraging pri-
vate coaching.

These maladies have to be eradicated by all
means for a better future for the nation. This is a
very difficult task and the government alone will
not be able to deliver. We should all take cue from
the President's speech and come forward with re-
newed commitment and vigour to make our educa-
tion system modern and atmosphere on campus
healthy. It is imperative if we want to survive as a
proud nation in the new millennium.

Obstetrics Department at
DMCH Needs Care

N a way, the Obstetrics Department at the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital (DMCH), ill-equipped
as it is to cope with the ever-increasing influx of to-
be mothers in need of emergency care, is
representative of the country’s public health-care
system, evidently inadequate to cater to the
service-seekers' needs. Whereas the number of pa-
tients has steadily been on the rise over the years,
hardly has there been any initiative from the gov-
ernment to enhance the 90-bed wing of the coun-
try's leading state-run hospital. Let alone qualita-
tive improvement of service, there are not even
enough beds for the patients. Often, most of them
share beds while some sleep on the floor. What's
more, the doctors "cannot give them food and
medicine because the allocation is against 90
beds.” Besides, there are no cots for the babies. On
the whole, the situation there is simply not
healthy for the patients, who are mostly from the
poor and marginalised section of the city popula-
tion thereby having no way of secking special care
at the private clinics and hospitals.

As the DMCH director has pointed out, the an-
nual budget of Tk 3.5 crore is simply not enough for
“delivering services at the 800-bed hospital”. We
would like to ask the health ministry, why has
there not been any move to expand the obstetiic
wing? Does the ever-increasing number of patients
seeking emergency service there put the accent on
the need for more budgetary allocation?

According to a recent Unicef study, nearly
20,000 women die every year due to obstetric com-
plications. One of the prime factors is delay in
reaching medical facilities and recelving quality
care. At the Obstetrics Department of the DMCH,
the patients are seeking care, but, unfortunately,
due to a gamut of constraints, they are not getting
it. Space constraint in the face of increasing num-
ber of patients is understandable, but how would
the ministry explain dearth of emergency surgical
equipment? We hope the government would seri-
ously pay attention to the DMCH woes, and also
other state-run hospitals in the country, and do its
best to improve quality of service there.

Twin Tragedies

DEATH of Saimun Igbal and Rezauddin Ahmed,

two Class Seven cadets of the Sylhet Cadet
College who were reportedly crushed under a roller
at the college ground after their routine physical
exercise on Thursday morning, has given rise to a
disquieting question: how safe are our children at
the cadet colleges? Parents send their wards off to
these expensive specialised institutions for better
education, care, security and protection. In the case
of these two boys, there were no care, no protection.
Their premature death certainly strikes at the very
roots of the popular perception about the country’s
cadet colleges; more so because it was gross negli-
gence above anything else that had led to the tragic
consequence. Maybe, the students are not as safe at
the cadet colleges as they are generally perceived to
be. Maybe, the time has come for the authorities to
have a closer look at the way these institutions are
being run.

The Sylhet Cadet College administration has
definitely been prompt to order temporary suspen-
sion for the adjutant, a Major, and the physical in-
structor, a Havilder, on the charge of negligence in
duty. However, in our views, the principal is no less
responsible, for he is accountable for whatever
goes on at the college.

The tragic incident certainly points at systemic
inadequacy. Therefore, punitive measures for the
responsible people aside, we would expect from the
authorities effective administrative measures so
ﬂlﬂﬂmam-dm not occur in future. -
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The Bangladesh Nationalist Party: Quest for the “Vital Centre”?

by M. Rashiduzzaman

T least one epigrammatic
A:l;dlct on the BNP has
n spinning for long —
the part would die a
catastrophic death once it was
out of rl But the reality on
the ground, so far, tells us
otherwise! It's barely two
decades that the BNP can weave
its history, and it's not among
the oldest parties in
Bangladesh. The coup of 1975
brought a discontinuity in
adesh politics, and the in-
te um could not continue
indefinitely. By the summer of
1977, there was a undswell
for a coalition of the "demo-
cratic and nationalistic forces".
Ex-chief minister of former
East Pakistan Ataur Rahman
Khan (then leader of the Jatiya
League) appealed for such a plat-
form to achieve a greater politi-
cal . unity, and that elder
statesman's initiative was
widely welcome. He also urged
for an immediate return to a
non-military rule after an elec-
tion. Zia enjoyed a populist ap-
peal but the BNP was not in-
stantly created with a chorus of
adulation. Actually, Zia's ef-
forts for a new party had sev-
eral fits and starts before it was
born. His p building started
as the Jatiyotabadi Ganatantric
Dal (JAGODAL) convened by
Justice Abdus Sattar in Febru-
ary 1978 — it was a conglomer-
ate of the dropouts from other
parties, technocrats, and re-
tired bureaucrats and milita
officers but factionalism an
personality clashes mired the
nascent organization.

Later in September 1978, the
BNP replaced the old JAGODAL,
and the new party presented it-
self as a broad-based national-
ist forum. Zia did not join any
of the pre-existing parties, ei-
ther from the right or the left, at
that time. Rather, he desired a
new middle-of-the-road plat-
form that believed in a melange
of Bengali consciousness and
Muslim identity. Zia called it
Bangladeshi nationalism, a
larger but territorially defined
and citizenship-based identity
than the exclusive lingo-na-
tionalism and secularism
preached by the Awami League,
and its cohorts. To do that, he
had to open doors not only to
the freedom fighters like him,

the Bengali nationalists, but
also more controversially, to
those who were accused of op-

sing the 1971 armed struggle.

is new organization's set of
beliefs combined a more flexi-
ble nationalist paradigm with
pragmatic leanings — they were

Khaleda’s rallying cry for the immediate resignation of the Awami League guuerumeﬁt is not

enough to make her party the “vital cen
‘'strategy to convince that the BNP was th
Awami League. Hasina’s “Blame-the BNP-First” tactic is back
erosion in the AL’s popularity,

the only realistic choice
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not logically stated political
philosophies. To use a more re-
cent buzzword, Zia possibly
sought to establish the inclu-
sive "vital centre”, a mantra
that President Clinton resur-
rected from the past in the first
major policy s h in 1996 af-
ter winning the re-election for
his second term. However, the
critics call it the "dead centre™

‘Zia was confident that a cen-

trist party could regate the
national interests better in the
backdrop of a civil society still
torn apart in the aftermath of
the 1971 upheavals. The re-
alignment of parties became the
fresh trend that marked the
restoration of political activi-
ties since the 1975 violent coup.
The Awami League was slnwﬂr
reemerging from its hiatus, but
most Awami Leaguers were no
longer comfortable in their
BKSAL skin, and wanted to
reinvent themselves. On the
other hand, the rightwing
forces were also resurfacing and
regrouping.

Justice Sattar succeeded Zia
after his assassination in an
abortive coup in 1981, but his
party faced a grim future. Gen-
eral Ershad took over power in
March 1982 ousting President
Justice Sattar, when the BNP's
survival became the critical
factor. The senior bureaucrats,
ahead of time, knew Ershad’s
coup plan, and the diplomats
were also aware of what was
co . But the BNP could do
little to resist it. The intellec-
tual community and the press

did not raise hell about it. More
significantly, the Awami
League leaders tacitly welcomed

it since they saw a prospect of
the BNP, its maiﬁ pgleﬁjnal
challenger, being decimated by
a martial law government. The
period from 1982 to 1991 (until
the election) was possibly the
most difficult era for the BNP to
fight in the front as well as the
rear for its bare existence as a
source of alternative political
inclinations, For a while, the

BNP looked like a ship being
abandoned when some of its
prominent members joined Er-
shad's new (JP)!

Ershad’'s martial law did not
take long to meet a more orga-
nized resistance, but he knew

HE 54-nation Common-
I wealth is meeting at the
summit level in the South
African city of Durban. One of
the member nations - Pakistan
- Is not there since it has becn
suspended from the hecause of
the army takeover in that
country. One of the declared
cardinal principles for the
organisation is furtherance of
the democratic values and
spirit in its member states.
Pakistan slipped out of the
democratic orbit early last
month when the elected gov-
ernment was overthrown by the
military. =

Immediately after the dis-
missal of the civilian govern-
ment, the eight-nation Com-
monwealth ministerial action
group in London announced the
suspension of Islamabad and
"unanimously condemned the
unconstitutional overthrow of
the democratic government in
the country”. British foreign
secretary Robin Cook said after
the development that the Com-
monwealth was not trying to
threaten the people of Pakistan
by the action of suspension but
wanted to underline the impor-
tance of governance by the peo-
ple. Later, a group of Common-
wealth ministers visited Islam-
abad to pursue upon the mili-
tary government for a timmetable
for return to democracy but the
army strongman General Per-
vez Musharraf was non-com-
mittal about it. No doubt, Pak-
istan developments consider-
ably dominate in the Durban
summit in the context of
democracy and human rights in
the Commonwealth.

In the last Commonwealth
summit in Edinburgh, the issue

— P— - — — > —

policeman

Sir, Ahad Parvez, a valiant
police sergeant, died fighting a
Fang of miscreants in Motijheel
ast week and left behind an ex-
amgl: of cuu:;gfe and devotion
to duty, now
be a rarity among the police of
our country.

The tragic incident amply
demonstrates the lurid state of
present day law and order situa-
tion of the coun and how
even at the centre of the capital
city anyone is likely to fall vic-
tim to terrorism. It is hard to
believe that police do not know
anything about the criminals
operating in that area. We de-
mand that those criminals be
ferreted out and punished.

However, it to be a mys-
tery why two other armed- po-
licemen present at the spot re-
mained silent spectators while
an unarmed sergeant alone
Elé?;fd' fought and was mur-

. We mourn the death of this
brave policeman and reason-
ably expect the government to
value and recognise the
Supreme sacrifice he made. The
government should at least en-

sure that his d does not

spell disaster for the unfortu-
nate family.

M A Khandakar
Uttara, Dhaka
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dely believed to |

the deep antagonism between
Hasina and Khaleda that he ex-
ploited to the hilt. The 1986
parliamentagl election was
crucial to Ershad to civilianize
his regime with his Jatiya
Party (JP) that also had a cen-
trist political posture. Ershad
~desperately wanted the opposi-
tion parties to participate in the
election that he was so confi-
dent to win. Hasina contested
that election while Khaleda ab-
stained from it. Khaleda feared
that Hasina's participation in
that poll not only legitimized
the continuation of Ershad's
military-led civil government
but also s ened the BNP's
new rival (JP). Hasina ed
her tactic in 1988—both the
BNP and the AL agreed to stay
out of the new parliament
election. But the old distrust be-
tween Khaleda and Hasina also
resurfaced between 1988 and
1990 — Hasina's tirade included

~ the suspicion that Zia was be-

hind the 1975 coup that killed
her father and her family
members. The AL campaigned
that the BNP was an ally of the
“anti-liberation” forces — such
slashing attacks, however,

peaked since 1995-96. Khaleda
was convinced that it was a tac-
tic of a larger AL strategy to dis-
credit the BNP, and what it
stood for. It was the pressure of
the two respective student
fronts of the AL and the BNP
that ev:ntuaﬂg brought both
Khaleda and Hasina together

under one unifying slogan—oust
Ershad!

‘Ershad's i'cgime

fell and the

' new election brought Khaleda to

power in 1991 — it was a con-
vincing proof that the BNP was
very much alive! The victo
that came as a political wind-
fall to the BNP became a dee
disappointment to the AE
whose leader Hasina took it as a
personal humiliation. What
was at the bottom of the BNP's
victory in 19917 Was it because
of the BNP’s ability to forge an
alliance for the political cen-
ter? Was the BNP the
“indispensable political alter-
native” in Bangladesh? Few as-
sessment on the subject are ob-
ective. But I noticed some am-
ivalence towards the Awami

Commonwealth _i)e

League the adult genera-
tion that had disappointed
with the wami

League/BKSAL's ideological
swing while it was in power. |
remember a senior friend, just
retired from the bureaucracy
before the 1991 election who
had narrated an insightful ex-
planation on that BNP victory
to me. He argued that the
Awami League did not win back
to power because it had failed in
building a national consensus.
He quietly but energetically
campaigned for the BNP but
never asked for its favour.

How far could this be nhl|m:-
tively proved or disgrmred s a
pertinent question but beyond
the scope of this limited exer-
cise. However, the voter turn-
out for the BNP and the AL is
neck to neck, neither of these
two main parties made spec-
tacular gains in popular votes
since 1991. It does convey a
message both to the AL and the
BNP — the BNP has found a
niche am the voters, and the
AL, a much older or zation
with an undeniable historical
contribution in 1971, cannot
refute that n:ali}y. The 10 per
cent who voted for the Islamic
groups would not ordinarily
cross over to the AL, but some of
them could switch to the cen-
trist g?ups to give them a vic-
tary. Both in 1991 and 1996, the
religious minorities are known
to have overwhelmingly voted
for the AL. The BNP had possi-
bly attracted the votes of the
less partisan (and non-ideolog-
ical) Bangladeshis that tilted its
victory in 1991. Without such a
base among the moderates, the
BNP had little J:ruspect of win-
ning the second largest votes in
1996. But such "moderates" are
not always predictable in their
voting behaviour!

The unforgettable Awami
League-led virulent campaign
(1995-96) was a multi-pronged
attack on Khaleda's govern-
ment; it gradually escalated and
orchestrated over a period of
time. There was a group of se-
nior bureaucrats whose politi-
cal sympathy was with the
Awami League. Needless to
mention that bulk of the jour-
nalistic establishment was un-
friendly to the BNP regime. In

tre” for Bangladesh politics. Nor will it be a substitute for a
for those who did not support the
firing, and there is a perceptible
but that does not give an automatic lift-off to the
Khaleda-led opposition.

fact, the BNP leaders them-
selves were partly responsible
for their isolation — they did
not seriously cultivate the
Jjournalists, the opinion leaders
and the intellectuals while th
were in power. The top BN
leaders were accused of bein
insensitive to fresh ideas, an
there was no elder statesman to
counsel them. They suffered
from missed opportunities, in-
decision and strategic inaction
that sometimes came close to
amateurishness. They failed to
articulate their centrist and in-
clusionary political goals be-
fore the Awami League-led op-
osition overwhelmed them.
any of them underestimated
the AL that executed a skilful
shift from the left to the centre
under Hasina's initiative.
Meanwhile, the rightwing
ups that helped the BNP to
orm the first cabinet also felt
betrayed on several issues, and
when the chips were down, they
were no longer with Khaleda.
Once the a]le%auuns of vote rig-
ging in two by-elections were
revealed, the media's feeding
frenzy for the anti-BNP stories
did not stop until Khaleda was
forced to step down!

The AL was just shy of an ab-
solute majority in the 1996
election, and Hasina became
the new Prime Minister with
support from the smaller
groups. But the BNP returned as
the second largest party in the
Sangshad. By emerging as the

largest (parliamentary) opposi-

* tion, the BNP has made l:l)%}ir:l#:tar

that the Bangladeshi political
landscape would not be domi-
nated by one single party or by
one political persuasion. More
recently, the BNP has been able
to lead the main opposition al-
liance against the ruling party
but its central stance is not
compromised. Khaleda seems to
have overcome the trauma of
the loss of power in 1996: she is
confident and very much on the
offensive. The present opposi-
tion tenure is a positive politi-
cal therapy for the BNP that
will enhance its institutional
development. Hasina sharply
reacts to Khaleda and her sup-
porters because the BNP was the
only competing party with a
realistic chance of dislodging

What the Cammunweulﬁl reaiiy
a common bond of fraternity?

of military dictatorship in
Nigeria raised a lot of dust, but
the African nation is no more a
problem since it has restored
democracy. I had the occasion
of being present as a journalist
in that summit. The Nigeria is-
sue had provided some life in
the deliberations in the sense
that the Commonwealth sum-
mits are otherwise very in-
nocuous kind of occasions
which seldom spawn much en-
thusiasm although the very
gathering of galaxy of world
leaders in itself s a major
event.

In the Edinburgh summit --
which is called Commonwealth
heads of government meeting
(CHOGM) -- had an attraction in
the form of presence of veteran
and respected South African
statesman Nelson Mandela. It
Is dn irony, in a way, that he is
not among the heads of gov-
ernment in the CHOGM. in his
own country since he voluntar-
ily chose to retire from public
life, This time, the CHOGM in
Durban is missing another out-
standing statesman -- Dr. Ma-
hathir Mohammad -- the
Malaysian prime minister, who
is the longest serving democrat-
ically elected leader in Asia, He
is supposed to stay away from
the meeting because of impend-
ir;% national elections after he
called snap polls.

The Commonwealth sum-
mits -- despite the innocent
character - have own charm. [

had also the occasion to be at

S—
—

What is the logic
behind it?

Sir, I was going to see an
ailing friend of mine at the
CMH. The security personnel
stopped me at the Cantonment
Gate and told me that I cannot
take my yellow-plated car in-
side. They were very polite, but
firm. They advised me to park
the car somewhere by the road-
side and walk or take a rick-
shaw inside. ,
"But why don't you search

the car and take down its num-

ber and other particulars”, I re-

quest them equall litely.
They were not cigter:gtego !

“We have nothing against
you or your driver Sir, but our
orders are not to allow yel-
low-plated vehicles inside the
Cantonment”.

"But it is only ple who
can commit an offense or a
crime. The vehicle, by itself,
cannot do anything wrong," |
implore them.

Everyday hundreds of buses,
cars, baby-taxis, rickshaws are
allowed to enter the
Cantonment. Anyone, even a
foreigner, can enter there. Then
why should a car be prevented
mﬂy because it is yellow plated?

Lots of adeshis — em-

ployees in fo missions, lo-
cal professionals working with
international es var-
lous world- es ride yellow-

plated vehicles. They probably
are entering the Cantonment

-and as such
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two other CHOGM in New Delhi
in the early eighties and in
Kuala Lumpur in the late eight-
ies. Both the events were typical
CHOGM. The event in the
Malaysian capital saw the con-
test for the post of new secretary
general when the current outgo-
ing chief executive of the organ-
isation Chief Emeka was locked
in a bitter election with former
Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser.

Going by Commonwealth
tradition, only the name of the
winner is announced after the
balloting without mentioning
the tally of the votes secured by
the candidates. It is done to give
the impression that whoever is
chosen, it's by “consensus” even
after votes. Host nation
Malaysian prime minister had
said that no one would know
the difference of the votes be-
tween the two rivals because the
winner is a “consensus” secre-
tary general. This time too,
there was a contest between the
candidates of Bangladesh and
New Zealand. Tavalu along
with suspended Pakistan were
not to take ga.rt in the voting

2 nations were to
vote,

N
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These issues apart, what the

Commonwealth really stands
for? Does it exist just to keep
the former British colonies in a
common bond of fraternity? Is
it only an “informal® club
whose {eaders meet once in two
years only to exchange “hellos”
and enjoy a retreat for two days
in a picturesque spot taking
time off from the not too hectic

proceedings of the four-day -

summit?

On the face of it, the Com-
monwealth is just like a "club”
of countries whose common
bonds include, among others,
the English language. Cer-
tainty, nostalgia constitutes an
important factor in the com-
monality. But the Common-
wealth does have other pro-
grammes, which may not be
very wide but impact positively
on the co-operation among the
member-nations in different
areas. The body has various rb-
jectives to help the member-
states most of which are frem
the developing world. Eight of
its members are Asian, ninc-
teen African, twelve Caribbean,
nine Pacific islands, two
Mediterranean and four devel-
oped countries -- Britain, Aus-
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area for some reason or other
everyday. But only when they
ride their office vehicles. they
become suspects. | have made it
a point to ensure that even the
army-chief is aware of this
strange restriction. But nothip

happened so-far. I haven'

found any logic in this falge-
sense of security.

A ZM Abdul Ali
House#9; Road #11
Uttara: Dhaka-1230

Chemical factory

in residential areg

Sir, Lately the building next
to ours has been emitting foul
chemical smells on and off dur-
ing the day. A medicine com-
pany has its office there for
many years, but without any
signboard. Storage of raw
chemicals and its processing
are ﬂ:’:hlhitnd or restricted un-
der existing laws. Since ours
is a residential area, would
anyone please take note?

A Resident
Dhaka

Ih 'mineral science'
a part of agricul-

. ture?

ir, We are glad to learn
through press that the 9-mem-
ber committee — headed by [s-
lamic University VC Kaes Uddin

Ahmed — which was constituted
by the government to formulate
the course curriculum for the
newly established Science and
technology Universities has
recently submitted its report. In
the report, the committee has
recommended opening of 5
academic faculties in each of
the Science and Technology
University, viz 1. School of
Physical Science 2. School of
life Science 3. School of

* Agriculture and Mineral Sci-

ence 4. School of Social
and 5. School of Appli
ence and Technologies.
However, it is not clear to us
why "Mineral Science' has been
incorporated in the School of
Agriculture which in our opin-
ion is inappropriate and injus-
tified. Because Agriculture is a
wide-r ng subject and art of
farming which ‘include crop
production, livestocks, and
ultry raising, fish culture and
orestry while mineralogy is
another science of minerals.

So in order to felicitate pro-
ductive academic instructions
on different disciplines of -
{:ultuEal scimced ; SDEI{E alhn;:.ll be
an independent ool ol Agri-
culture within the Science and
Technology University. And the
mineral science may be in-
cluded in the School of Physical
Science by renaming it as
‘School of lfh}rsical Science and
Mineralogy'.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Dhaka
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tralia, Canada and New

Zealand.

Obviously, the bulk of the
members are from the third
world and their welfare seems
to be receiving increasing atten-
tion from the Commonwealth
even though the services have
so far been marginal and not
substantial. "Trade, investment
and development” is one of the
key issues before the organisa-
tion and the leaders say they
spare no efforts to forge co-op-
eration in this direction. e
Commonwealth pledges for a
cohesive trade body. For South
Asia, it launched a South Asian
fund for investment and trade
in the last summit aimed at
helping the member-states

from this region. There are .

other areas for Commonwealth

the AL from power in future
elections. But the old nagging
between the intra-party fac-
tions and leaders is still alive
inside the BNP. The BNP lead-
ers wasted their time and en-
ergy in the Awami League initi-
ated dispute over who did what
in 1971. Khaleda is under pres-
sure to agree to a seat- sh

arrangement among the part-
ners of the opposition alliance.
But the BNP is yet to clearly
perceive who are its main con-
stituents before it can focus on
its political centre. Just blam-
ing the 1996 debacle on the al-
leged vote rigging by the AL does

not explain everything!

Khaleda's rallying cry for
the immediate resignation of
the Awami League government
is not enough to make her party
the “vital centre”™ for

Bangladesh politics. Nor will it
be a substitute for a strategy to
convince that the BNP was the
only realistic choice for those
who did not support the Awami
League. Hasina's “Blame-the
BNP-First” tactic is backfiring,
and there is a perceptible ero-
sion in the AL's popularity, but
that does not give an automatic
lift-off to the Khaleda-led op-
position. The political arith-
metic between the AL and the
BNP-led opposition is not yet
clear! People are interested to
know more of the BNP's central
tenet. They wan to know what
would the BNP do that are not
only different but also even
better than the present rulin

party! Khaleda Eas to identi

the new dynamics that will
dominate the next election, and
reposition her alliance accord-

ingly.

Lest we forget — the centrist
politics was not the Holy Grail
of the Awami League, but it was
able to snatch a victory by a tac-
tical shift to a moderate posi-
tion. While in power, the AL is
yet to establish itself as an in-
clusive and coalescing forum
that avoids d ation, polar-
ization and confrontation. The
EIIHP’E future lies in finding a
clearer governing philosoph
that will sustain E—F:t n:edl; gr
more convincing centrist strat-
egy that will outshine its main
rivals. The BNP has to capture
some higher ground — higher
than the too familiar street
politics. Finally, hartals may
work as a tactic, but they cannot

be a substitute for the “vision
thing™!

The writer teaches Political
Science at Rowan University,
Glassboro, New Jersey, U.S.A.

e?

where it is seeking to help of
each other in co-operative
spirit.

True., Commonwealth
mains a largely ceremonial
“informal club” for the mainly
former British colonies. De-
spite the figh! against the colo-
nialistn, many countries feel
nostalgic about the common
features that bind Common-
wealth nations. The London-
based secretariat is exploring
newer areas for bringing the
members-states in closer co-op-
erative mechanism touching
the core areas that would bene-
fit the people. The progress and
achievement are not notewor-
thy but not insignificant either.
The quest for furthering the
Commonwealth sentiments can
inject new dimension and give
it a more “visible profile® in the
global scenario. There is noth-
ing to gain from criticising the
venture. After all, it delivers
something which is better than
having nothing.

re-

As usual, Mr. Mahfuz
Anam's "Dark cloud on a silver
lining" published in the 10
November issue of the Daily
Star struck my conscience once
more and tempted me to write a
few words in tune with what has
been said there.

If one looked at the headline
just above the commen-
tary....."PM repeats her offer for
dialogue on all issues”, it would
not be unusual for a common
human being to believe that our
Honourable Prime Minister has
all the good intention of resolv-
ing the present political crisis.
But do all good intentions ma-
terialise if you do not give vent
to them through your actions?
Alas, if only all the preachers
could practice what they
preached, then the world would
surely become a peaceful haven!

Learning about the happen-
ings around, and reading a lot
in the print media, we cannot
help wondering how any edu-
cated, sensible and conscious
person can live with the declin-
ing political values in our coun-
try? What is going on in each
parliament session? [s this the
way any member of the parlia-
ment should speak? It seems
like a war of personal
vengeance. No constructive dis-
cussion on the current issues,
no concrete criticisia of the
government policies, no at-
tempt to resolve the prevailing
crisis! What are we gaining in
the long run? Then why these
expensive parliament sessions?
We, the tax-payers, have every

ht to question the members
of the parliament for their ac-
countability.

It is the wise men's words.....
"Politics without principle is a
deadly sin”. But do our political
leaders know the meaning of
‘principle'? Therefore, what dif-
erence does it make for them if
‘the silver lining is overcast
with dark clouds? Do they re-
ally care? ‘Nevertheless, | am
grateful to Mr. Anam for the nc-
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conscience by his relevant
commentaries. 1 earnestly wish
our political leaders would read
them too and start doing some
homework. And then we can
sow the seed of hope to see that
the pen proves mightier than
the sword in fighting this war
for restoring healthy politics in
our country.

However, the editorial in the
11 November issue of the Daily
Star, "PM Insults Herself' de-
serves the best works of appre-
ciation for the author. It is in-
deed a disgrace for us, belongin
to the same species, to thin
how venomous we can be , even
for the most trivial reason; how
pitiably we can brandish our
own image and how disgust-
ingly we expose our incivility!

It was so unbecoming of the
Prime Minister to hurl such in-
decent remarks about the
Leader of the Opposition. We,
the common womenfolk always
tend to join the line whenever
our womanhood feels the sting.

Ary repression, injustice, in-
sult or oppression on women
triggers off our anger. Because

we feel the attack on our self-es-
teem. Well then. the difference
is so clear..... one has to SESS
this "self-esteem”. t;:lspect
begets respect as every other at-
tribute. Tﬁ?scvew incident has
compelled us to believe that our

devoid of self-esteem. Heading
towards the 3rd Millennium,
how can the Head of a Govern-
ment being a woman comment,
‘No decent woman stays at the
hotel'. What does she do when
she goes abroad. What do other
woman professionals do when
they go abroad on ]:laaestlgiuus
assignments? What kind of re-
mark was that? It is a matter of
regret that the Members of Par-
liament waste time on ex-
tremely personal remarks at
the cost of our expense. After
all, do they ever think that we,
as tax-payers have all the right
to seek accountability for each
session that turns out a waste?




