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U-17 WC soccer

Brazil bea
Australia

CHRISTCHURCH, New
Zealand, Nov 12 [(AP/Reuters):
Defending champions Brazil
beat Australia 2-1 Friday in
their opening match in the un-
der-17 World Soccer Champi-
onship here today.

Brazil went ahead 1-0 in the
J0th minute on Marcos Roberto
Marquinhos' goal, and took a 2-
0 lead on an own goal in the
67th. Dylan MacAllister scored

Australia’'s only goal in the

82nd minute.

BRIEF RESULTS
Sufnmaries of FIFA Under-
17 World Cup soccer champi-
onship first stage matches

EI:O today:
up C:
Brazi

Australia
HT: 1-0
Mali

German
Group C matches:
Nov 14: Australia v Germany
Brazil v Mali
Nov 17: Germany v Brazil
Australia v Mali
(Two Group D matches to be

&lfoycd later)

up A

Previous results

New Zealand 1 United States 2
Uruguay 1 Poland 1

Remaining Group A matches:
Nov 13: New d v Uruguay
United States v Poland

Nov 16: Poland v New Zealand

United State’'s v Uru

Group B s
Previous results '
Ghana 1 Spain 1
Mexico 4 Thailand 0
Remaining Group B matches:
Nov 13 : Spain’v Thailand
Ghana v Mexico

Nov 16: Thailand v Ghana
Spaip v Mexico

Zoff for a
potent attack

LECCE, Italy, Nov 12: Italy

coach Dino Zoff is hoping to
discover a winning formula
here in Saturday's friendly
against Belgium, one of his last
experiments before the Euro-
pean championships, reports
AFI—;.EI

. Italy's dour progress towards
Euro 2000 endgd with a miser-

able 0-0 draw in Minsk against |
Belarus and a place in the finals

that was greeted with derision
by the press.

Th the two problems are
linked, Italy's woes are down to
a sub-standard midfield and an
attack which cannot repeat its
weekend feats in the Serie A on
international duty.

On Saturday, Zoff will t
his only real option to brea
that deadlock by removing one
of his prized defenders and
fielding a three-man attack.

It's a luxury he can well af-
ford in a friendly, but Zoff
hopes that if the ment is a
success, he eould also use it for
real’in next year's ‘tournament
in Holland and Belgium. . . -

Touting it for the future,

while at the same time defend-
ing his beloved 4-4-2, Zoff said:
"It will be important to see how
the experiment goes.
"For us, it could prove to be a
valid alternative for the future.
It's always important to have
two systems of play available,
without forgetting J:oueﬁh that
our main one has yielded excel-
lent results.”

The one detail that has yet to
be fleshed out is just how he is
itlzlng to play Juventus pair

essandro Del Piero and
Filippo Inzaghi with AS Roma
plaglnak:r ancesco Totti.

:d tria EI could be either
pointed - wi nzaghi up front
supported by Del Fler% and
Totti as joint playmakers - or
inverted, with Totti scheming
behind Del Piero and | :

Zoff is looking for goals, yet
the ever-cautious coach is not
promising the champagne soc-
cer that fans so desperately
want to see.

“If you only look for aesthet-
ically-pleasing football, there's
the risk you might not get a re-
sult." he warned. "It's easy to
talk about putting on a show,
but first you have to overcome
your opponents.

"We all know that Belgium
are a very good team. | watched
their ainst England and
they kept hold of the ball
throughout the first half and
had the English in trouble.”

But along with the skills of
the Belgians, Zoff must also
cope with several key absences
through injury - Paolo
Maldini, striker Christian
Vieri, defender Alessandro
Nesta and midfielder Antonio
Conte.

Totti's ultmatum .

ROME. Nov 12: Star play-
maker Francesco Totti has

5

“Today, I can't
I'll stay or leave.”
Born and brough

in football, ;:::J lm:? that
money isn't the only thing that

counts,” he said.
"One dar when career is
'd ln“zl a few

The unexpected outburst will
certainly set the antennae
quivering at the likes of AC
Milan. Inter and Juventus, all
of whom were being linked with
the gifted international on
Thursday.
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Denmark vs Israel

DELH

v ERUSALEM, Nov 12 [Reu-
ters/Inlernet):
Joalkeeper eter Schmeichel
ooks likely {0 miss the Fuvro
2000 play-off with Isra<l in Tel
Aviv on Saturday after failing
to train with his team mates.

Schmeichel must cenvince
coach Bo Johansson he is fit
enough at a closed training ses-
sion later on Friday.

His absence would leave the
way open for Sunderland's
goalkeeper Thomnas Soerensen
who would make his interna-
tional debut.

Accoring to reports in the
ress on day, team
doctor Mogens Kreutzfeldt was
optimistic of Schmeichel's
chances of recovery: "They are
doing better and better.” he was
quoted as saying of his injurerd
players.

SV Duisburg's stocky mid-
fielder. Stig Toefting has recov-
ered and is fit, but Tottenham's
Allan Nielsen will almos! cer-
tainly miss the clash after
failing to train at all since
Denmark’s arrival in Israel

Denmark °

earlier in thc week.

While excitement for the
game builds in Israel. with a
packed house of 45,000 expecied

~ at the National Stadium in Tel

Aviv, the Danes have remained
composed in their preparations
and have Fh*en the impression
of remaining calm under the
growing pressure.
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PETER SCHMEICHEL
Schalke 04 striker Ebbe
Sand was convinced his team
will take something from the
first leg before returning for
Wednesday's second leg in
Copenhagen.
. "l am sure we’ will score at
least once,” Sand told ‘the
Danish press on Friday.
The Israelis, a strong team
on their home turf, will be warv,

Schmeichel doubtful

of the Danes' faster and more
physical style.

Israel coach Shlomo Scharf
said: "On our day we can beat
any team in the world, but if we

lay badly, we can lose to any-

S<harf will favour Hapoel
Haifa striker Amir Turgeman
ahead of Hapoel Tel Aviv's
Ronnen Harazi in the starting
line-up after Harazi's knee ap-
peared susceptible to injury
during training. _

Celtic midfielder Eyal
Berkovic said on Friday that he

was confident Israel could win.
“This match is like a cup
anything can happen. but )
think we can win, a ll‘*..ﬂ:igh we
must not concede any goals. :
"eveni a 1:0 win will be good
for us ahéasd of the return in
Copenhagen.” he said.

PROBABLE TEAMS

Israel: Dudi: Awat: Alon
Hazan. Ran Ben-Shimon, Arik
Benado, Alon Harazi, David
Amsalem; Tal Banin, Yossi

- Abuksis; Eyal Berkovic, Haim

Revivo; Amir Turgeman.
Denmark: Thomas
Sorensen; Rene Henriksen, Jes
Hth‘ Jan Heintze, Thomas
Helveg: Stig Toefting, Brian
Steen Nielsen, Bjarne
Goldbaeck. Martin Jorgensen,

Jon Dahl Tomasson. Ebbe
Sand. )

Ref=ree: David Ellera
(England). 4

Slovenia vs Ukraine

LJUBLJANA, Nov 12 (Reu-

ters/Internet) Slovenia's
defenders said they are not
frightened by famous Ukraine
sirikers Andriy Shevchenko
and Serhiy Rebrov ahead of
their Euro 2000 play-off on
Saturday.

"I know that he (Shev-
chenko) is a very good and fast
forward, but he is not un-
stoppable. If | am going to cover
1'111:[113r lillﬁ*l.tnrﬂl do everything to stop
him,"” said Slovenian defender
Aleksander Knavs.

The Slovenians are probably
the weakest team in the ?laﬁv-
offs while Ukraine one of the

| .strongest but the hests are ap- |

proaching the game in a pasi-
.uvcmomi.- kit e
Slovenia's leading
Zlatko Zahovic of Olympiakos
Piraeus, the country's top scorer
with 19 goals in 40 appear-
ances, says his team cannot af-

ford to sit back.

"l am eager for goals
‘and 1 am really looking forward
to these playoifs,” he said. "We

might be underdogs, but we do
not want only to defend, we
have to score some goals in
Ljubljana.”

_ The 20-man Slovenian
squad has no major injury
problems but it is still not clear

striker '

whether first choice goalkeeper
Marko Simeunovic will start
after missing the last three
matches of his club Maribor
with a thigh injury.
Mladen abanovic,
Belgium's Lokeren., who is ex-
cellent in one-to-one con-
frontations. is likely to take his
place. Things are not so good for

f e

SHEVCHENKO
the visitors who have some
problems at the back. '

Captain Oleh Luzhny is a
doubtful starter after suffering
a groin strain in Arsenal's
Champions League match
against AIK Stockholm on

ovemnber 2.

If Luzhny can not play,
Spartak Moscow's versatile de-
fender Dmitro Parfyonov is
likely to take his spot on the
right side of defence.

The outlook for injured
Dynamo Kiev central defender

of

- Sheve

(Qutsiders not overawed

Olexander Holovko, however, is
more optimistic.

"Holovko is getting better
and has already resumed train-
ing," said Ukraine assistant
coach Volodymyr Veremeyev,

The Kiev captain left the

itch with a knee injury in
unday's Ukrainian premier.
division derby with city rivals
CSKA.

Three charter flights bro-
ught the Ukraine squad and
their supporters to Ljubljana
early on Friday but coach Josef
Sabo declined to attend the af-
ternoon news conference
scheduled for 1400 GMT.

"So far all visiting coaches
have attended the pre-match
news conferences with our
coach, but the Ukraine coach
rejected it at short notice,”
Slovenian soccer association
spokesman Rok Sinkove said.

"It is not fair thing to dn, but
shows the importance of the

match.” |
. PROBABLE TEAMS.

Slovenia: Mladen Tabhano-
vic orc Markd Simeunovic,
Aleksander Knavs, Darko
Milanic, Zeljko Milinovic,
Doni Novak, Amir Karic, Ales
Ceh, Miran Pavlin, Zlatko
Zahovic, Sasn Udovic, Mladen
Rudonja.

Ukraine: Olexander
Shovkovsky, Oleh Luzhny or
Dmitro Parfyonov, Olexander
Holovko, Vladislav Vashchyuk,
Yuri Dmitrulin, Yuri Maximov,
Serhiy Popov, Andriy Gusin,
Serhiy Skachenke, Andriy

ﬁenkm Serhiy Rebrov,
Referee: Urs Meier (Switzer-

land].

final.

Venus,

PHILADELPHIA,

Nov 12: Third seed
Venus Williams
started slowly,
then took com-
mand to over-

16-year-old Czech

whelm
qualifier Daniela Bedanova 6-
4; 6-1 on Thursday to advance

to the quarterfinals of the
Advanta Championships,
reporis Reuters.

The 19-year-old Williams
next plays drine Testud of
France, who upset seventh seed
Dominique Van Roost of
Belgium 6-4, 6-4 in their sec-

ond-round match.

Trailing 4-2 in the first set,
the 19-year-old Williams came
alive to win 10 of the next 11

games, breaking Bedanova's

serve five straight times in the
process.

"I just dro my serve a
illiams.
“But I've been in that situation
of bein% down a break before. |
was able to keep my calm and
take my time.

'She was definitely hitting
hard. But I was definitely vol-
le;',rin%(hetter. After the US
I worked on my volley. I don't
think I missed one tonight.”

For Williams, who is takin
classes in fashion design W‘iﬂ%
her sister Serena, tennis has
become a bit less of a priority,
though she still hopes to play
well at the Chase
Championships next : '

"School is stressful,” said
Williams. "You realise that ten-

nis is a real dream world. But -

there people are fighting for

Jjobs and to make a place in the

world. This is actually more
difficult than tennis.
"But | want to win here. It

only helps to have another title

under your belt."

Fourth seed Nathalie

Tauziat of France rallied from a

9-2 third-set deficit to beat
American Jennifer Capriati 6-
4, 3-6, 7-5. American Amy
Frazier kept alive her slim
hopes of qualifying for the
Chase Championships by beat-

Sandrine in gtrs

ingE d4ustme Henin of Belgium 7-
9, 6-4. '

To make the 16-woman
Chase field Frazier must upset
world number one Martina
Hingis in Friday night's quar-
terfinals.

Tauziat faces local favourite
Lisa Raymond, who grew up just
a few miles from the site. while
second seed Lindsay Davenport

lays fifth seed Julie Halard-
cugis of France.

The defeat assured 26th-
ranked Capriati she would not
qualify for the Chase. Yet she
was anything but distraught af-
ter surrendering the final five
games, during which she man-
aged only four points.

"The way I look at it, it's not
really a loss," said Capriati. I've
done well the last half of the
year and I've had a great year.

"Now I just want to do better
next year. | really had no idea
what to expect this year. I set
some small goals and | went up,
up, up from there."

—=

Cup in Moscow on Thursday.

Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov plays ﬁ::reanrl
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against German David Prinosil at the Kremlin

Sport

MLS playoff
Galaxy in
final

PASADENA, California,
Nov 12: Carlos Hermosillo
scored his third goal in two
playoff games in the 20th
minute and the Los Angeles
Galaxy beat Dallas 3-1
‘ILEursdag,é to reaﬁh the Major

ague Soccer final., re
AFP, i

The Galaxy captured the
Western Confecrence final two

mes to one and will play the

astern Conference champion,
D.C. United or Columbus, in the
MLS Cup title match November

| 21 in Foxbore, Massachusetts.

Los Angeles, which lost the
1996 inaugural final to United,
scored twice in the first 20 min-
utes to take command.

Deferider * Greg Vanney
opened the scoring in the thi
minute on a ty kick after
Dallas nﬂdﬂem Paul Brbome
Eg;::],mitted a hand ball in the

In the 20th minute, Roy
Myers finished a run through
the middle by sliding the ball
into the box. Clint Mathis
missed the pass but Burn goal-
keeper Mark Dodd gave up a re-
bound that Hermosillo kicked
home.

Galaxy midfielder Mauricio
Cienfuegos tapped in Ezra
Hendrickson's pass in the B8th
minute.

Dallas avoided a shutont on
Jason Kreis' penalty kick in the
89th minute after Robin

Fraser's hand ball. It was the
only playoff goal for the MLS
regular-season scoring leader.

Now Rivaldinho!

VIGO, Spain, Nov 12: Brazil's
squad of superstats were up-
staged at training this week by
the latest gquality Brazilian —
the four-year-old son of
Barcelona forward Rivaldo, re-
ports Reuters.

Rivaldinho, as he has be-
come known, is already famous
in Spain thanks to a television
advert for a chocolate drink,
which sees him running rings
round his father with the ball.

And the youngster once
&ﬁain managed to steal the
show at training as he signed
autographs. chatted to fans and
even gave interviews to the ex-
cited Spanish press.

"It's good that he's well
known," said Rivaldo senior.
"But I'm not sure he should
think about publicity all the

time.
"He'll still have to go to
school every day."

Seles won't
Chase

STAMFORD, Connecticut,
Nov 12: A nagging fost injury
has forced former worid num-
ber one Monica Seles to pull out-
of next week's season-ending
Chase Championships, the
WTA Tour announc
day. reports Reuters.

Selcs has been sidelined
since .ate September with a
stress fracture in her right foot.
She was scheduled to compete at
this week's Advanta Champio-
nships in Philadelphia, but
pulled out, fuelling speculation
she would not compete next
week in New York.

Seles, 25, also missed a good
part of the summer hardcourt
season with a left forearm in-
jury. Her only tournament win
of the year came at Amelia
Island, Florida, in April. She
reached the Australian

‘and French Open semifinals

and lost to eventual champion
Serena Williams in the US
quarterfinals.

Seles has 44 career titles, in-
cluding nine Grand Slam
championships. She won the
season-ending tournament
three straight years beginning
in 1990 and lost to Steffi Graf in
last year's quarterfinals.

Natives occupy
Stockholm -

STOCKHOLM, Nov 12: How'
Swede it is in the Stockholm

A record-tying five Swedes
made the quarterfinals on the
Royal Tennis Hall's hardcourts
on Thursday, reports AP,

Thomas Engqvist, a native
Stockholmer, top-seeded this
year and a former two-time
winner of the oldest indoor
tournament on the ATP Tour,
Ed the way Ig:: he beat

ermany's Jens Kni hild 6-
264, G

"Few tournaments have a
place specially built for tennis,”
Enqvist said. "The fans get a
close look on the game of tennis
here. "It's just great for the play-
ers and fans. Outdoors. there's
not the same feeling.”

The Royal Tennis Hall was
built during World War II and
the first arena built expressly
for the sport that King Gustav V
— known as "Mr G" — loved to

play. .

Bill Tilden played there. So
did Rod Laver, lg:n Rosewall,
Arthur Ashe, Jimmy Connors,
Bjorn Borg, Mats Wilander,
Eit:fant Edberg iand today's
ggest names, led by Pete
Sampras. 4
e last time five Swedes
reached the quarterfinals was
in 1987, when Edberg eventu-
ally prevailed. Ed won two
Stockholm Open titles, six
Grand Slam tournaments and
now is a member of the tour-
namThmtl;:umnﬂttee.
€ late-season surge — this
is the final week before the sea-
snn*endinﬁ ATP Tour
Championships ' later this
month in Hanover. Germany —
came after a dismal year for
Swedish tennis.
The once-powerful Davis
Cup team — it was the world's

‘best team in the last two

decades — was relegated from
the World Group for the first
time in history. (g-ng one Swede

(Enqgvist) made a Grand Slam
tournament - final, in the

— AFP photo | Australian Open. -

Thurs: [

LAS VEGAS, Nevada, Nov 12:
Lennox Lewis and Evander
Holyflield carry nothing less
than the future of boxing into
the ring with them here
Saturday for their world
heavyweight title unification
rematch, reports AFP.

Boxing's credibility sunk to
a new low in March when
Britain's Lewis landed three
times as many blows as
Holyfield and used superior size
to an apparent tactical triumph,
only to have judges rate the
fight a draw.

Outrage followed an outcome
that gave promoter Don King

- and three sanctioning bodies a

profitable rematch that was
FéMtfa» N
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otherwise unlikely. Now even
Holyfield knows he fights for
redemption and an untarmished
legacy.

“The only thing [ can do is
fight the best fight I can and |
will,” Holyfield said. I may put
omr a performance that makes
everybody forget what has hap-
pened this year. This may be
one of my greatest fights."

A humiliating boxing year
has included "Golden Boy"
Oscar de la Hoya being booed for
evasive tactics in a long-
awaited battle of unbeatens Ee
lost to Puerto Rico's Felix
Trinidad.

International Boxing
Federation president Bob Lee

BAY

LYFIELD uV LS

NOVEMBER °

American Evander Holyfield weighs in at the Mandalay

Bay Casino in Las Vegas on November 11.

— AFP photo

TALE OF TAPE =

LAS VEGAS, Nov 12 (Reuters): The tale of the tape

for Saturday's

heavyweight championship fight between Lennox Lewis "and

Evander Holyfield :

L.ennox Lewis Evender Holyfield

‘A'Fe ¥ 34 . 37
eight: 242 pounds (109.7 kg) 217 198.4 kg)
Height: 6'6" (1.95 metres) 62" (1.87 m!
Reach: 84" (214 cm) 77 (195 ~m)
Chest (normal): 44" (112 cm) 43" (109 cm)
Chest (expanded): 46" (117 cm) 45 !'l 14 =m)
Biceps: 17" (43 cm) 16" (40 cm)
Forearm:; 15" (38 cm) 12" (30 ecm)
Waist: 34" (B6 cm) 32 (81 cm)
Thigh: 26" (66 cm) 22" (56 em)
Calf: 18" [45.7 em) 13" (33 cm)
Neck: 18 1/2" (46.9 cm) 19 1/2" (49.5 cm)
Wrist: 8" (20.3 cm) 71/2"(19 cm)
Fist: 12 1/2" (31.7 cm)

12" (30.4 cm)

Briton Lennox Lewis raises his arm while weighing in at
the Mandalay Bay Casino in Las Vegas on November 11.

EEEEE————— L
Holyfield v Lewis: Boxing

pride at stake

was indicted a week ago for tak-
ing 338,000 dollars in bribes to
manipulate rankings so certain
boxers had title bouts.

And Mike Tyson's in-
cluded four months in jail for -
assault. nearly break foe
Francois Botha's arm hit-
ting Orlin Norris after the end
of the first round, leading to a
no-contest ruling.

Boxing cannot take many
more crippling blows and the
men whose jobs depend on tele-
vision viewer interest realise
that all too well.

"These two fighters hold the
weight of boxing on their
shoulders," said Ross
Greenburg, president of fight-
financing telecaster HBO.

"Saturday is a night the
sport of boxing and the heavy-
weith division needs to go
well," HBO network executive
Lou Dibella said. "What matters
for the sport. which needs some
help now, is what happens in
that ring."

“A controversy-free. exciting
fight would do wonders for the
sport,” Nevada State Athletic
Commission chairman Mare
Ratner said.

But is it too late for a public
tired of tiric:kgaﬂ Reports es-
timate 800.0 ay-per-view
buys, one-third off Ma~ch fig-
ures. And casinos here report
wagering far below a or a
fight of this magnitude.

"Boxing needs something,”
Holyfield said. "Boxing needs
people to come together and
make an eement on what's
best — fighters, TV, writers.
managers, promoters.”

World Boxin Council
champion Lewis, who ho to
take Holyfield's World
Association and IBF crowns,
wants unified rankings instead
of groups who favor some but
ignore top contenders backed by
rivals.

‘Just make it a better sport,
put all the belts together and
make it one belt — clean up box-
Ang so it's not as dudgy as it is,”
suggested Lewis. "It's going to
help other boxers who come up
when I'm gone.”

Higher ticket Prit:cs should
Create a respgst it
passing the 14 milon collars
of 1997's Tyson-Holyfield re-
match. But ¢ Py
12,000 seats ana 6,000 were sold
to English fans.

Lewis, 34, is nearly a 2-1 bet-
tors favourite who enters with a
34-1 mark with one drawn and
27 knockouts while his 37-
year-old American foe enters
what might be his farewell fight
with a 36-3 mark with one draw
and 25 knockouts. Holyfield
l)lans to ponder retirement win,

ose or draw. .

Holyfield guaranteed a vic-
‘tory here Thursday after weigh-
ingtn at 217 I!;bc:ruryl:ls.. two more
*than-in March.

Lewlis weighed 242 pounds,
t'uurl{)ounda lighter than the
first fight, and scoffed at the as-
surance, comparing it to
Holyfield's failed third-round
knockout prediction from
March.

"Last time he Euarantced a
third-round knockout and you
see what happened.” Lewis said.
“If he comes in to mix it up, he is
gnh%g lo get b

eteran referee Mitch
Halpern will be the third man
in the ring while Nevada judges
Chuck Giampa, Bill Graham
and Jerry Roth — with a com-
bined 220 world title fights —
will score the fight. Roth was
criticised for d|udging King-
backed Trinidad a winner over
de la Hoya here in tember.

And Eugenia Williams, the
IBF-appointed judge whose
stunning verdict for Holyfield
forced the rematch, will in
suburban Philadelphia with
several fighters she trains and
plans to watch a videotape of
the fight. '

Kafelnikov

pulls thru'

MOSCOW. Nov 12: Top seed
and defending champion
Yevgeny Kafelnikov criticised
French umpire Francois
pareaut after a testing 6-4, 7-5
win over David Prinosil of
Germany in the 1 million dol-
lar Kremlin Cup on Thursday,
reports Reuters.

Kafelnikov, bidding for a
third Kremlin Cup success, has

] LR

— AFP photo now beaten Prinosil in all four
of their encounters.
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