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Emerson
sues ACB

PERTH, Nov 11: Controver-
sial cricket umpire Ross Emer-
son, one of the men at the centre
of the Sri Lankan chucking
controversy, has launched legal
action against the Australian
Cricket Board (ACB), reports
AP.

Emerson has s sed the
ACB by launching :ﬁamattun
case t board chairman
Denis .

"We will be defe it vig-
orously,” ACB chief executive
Malcolm Speed said Wednes-
day. The case is scheduled to be
heard in the Perth Supreme
Court on November 22.

Emerson was Fag:fcnd:iq
from um in Fe -
ter it wagmngrcvcaled he v;.g on
sick leave from his job in the
West Australian state govern-
ment.

In Janu he called Sri
Lankan spinner Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan for throwing in a
one-day game in Adelaide, three
years after no-balling the same
player ‘-~ ~ match in Brisbane.

Last week, Emerson was part
of a group which sent a tape of
Pakistan bowler Shoaib
Akhtar to the ACB questioning
whether Akhtar's slingshot ac-
tion was legal.

~ BFF AGM

postponed

___ Sports Reporter
“Annual General Meeting of
the B adesh Football Feder-
ation (BFF). scheduled for
November 15. has been post-
poned due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, says a BFF press

resh date for the AGM will
be announced later.

Gazipur soccer
tourney

GAZIPUR, Nov 11: A football
tournament, organised by
Gazipur Players' Welfare Asso-
ciation (GPWA), begins at local
stadium here tomorrow, reporis

BSS.

General Secretary of Jatiya
Sramik League Ahsanullah
Master, MP, will inaugurate the
tournament as the EmeEJﬂL

Sixteen clubs will e part
in the league.

In the opening match,
Gazipur District Sports Insti-

tute will toke
* o M
Sporting Chil; at 5 pin. :

Silverwood
called up

BLOEMFONTEIN, Nov 11
(Internet report): Yorkshire
paceman Chris Silverwood,
currently on duty for England
A’ In New Zealand, will be fly-
ing out to South Africa "as soon
as possible” to link up with

Nassar Hussain's injury-hit se-

nsoen;

nior squad.
With three key members of
the .SA tour party., Darren

Gough,, Dean Headley and An-
dew FlintofT - battling to shake
off niggling injuries and the
clock ticking down to the first
cricket Test. the team manage-
ment after consultation with
selection convenor David
Graveney on Wednesday night
have decided to "cover” them-

selves by adding Silverwood to
their 17-strong playing staff.

Accnrdinﬁ to Graveney, Sil-
verwood, who has played one
Test - against Zimb in '95 -

will be available for selection
for the tourists' final warm-up

match ainst a combined
Gauteng-Northerns X1 at Centu-
E?n Park from November 18 to

While Silverwood's stay may
be brief - a decision on whether
or not thci{ retain the enlarged
squad will be taken after the
first Test - at this stage the
tourists feel it imperative they
have back-up for their crippled
attack.

Both are struggling with mi-
nor injures which as coach
Duncan Fletcher points out
were supposed to have cleared
up in a couple of days.

“It's frustrating,” he said. "If
a chap breaks a leg or some-
thing like that you can say
that's it boy {.uu'r: on your bi-
cycle, but with this sort of thing
you don't know where you
stand.

England duo to
meet Queen

BLOEMFONTEIN, Nov 11
(Internet report): Andrew Cad-
dick and Alex Tudor will break
off from England's tour of
South Africa to meet the Queen
during a specially arranged
coaching clinic in Johannes-

:Fh: two fast bowlers will
coach local schoolchildren in
the Alexandra luwnshigihcfmﬂ
being presented to Her Majesty,
who is In South Africa for a
conference of Commonwealth
leaders.

Foreign Secretary Robin

Cook will also be present
alongside Ngconde Balfour,
South Africa's Minister for

Sport and Recreation, United
Cricket Board of South Africa
resident Raﬂmond White and
r Ali Bacher, the Board's
man director.
The Alexandra Oval, where
the coaching clinic will take
place, was built on the site of a
rubbish tip several years ago

and is the only area where
township inhabitants can play
-ericket.

BAF athletics

the BAF Base Zahurul Haque
. Says a press release.

uﬁl collected 15 gold, 8 sil-
ver 6 bronze medals.

BAF Base Matiur Rahman
: runners-up wi
6 silver and 7 hmnl; b s.

Chief of the Air Staff Air
Vice Marshal Jamal Uddin
Ahmed witnessed the final
day’s events as chief guest and
later gave away trophies.

McManaman to be missing_

LONDON, Nov 11:
SEf  Real Madrid mid-
UrRO fielder Steve
| 000 McManaman is
r3 ‘almost certainly
out of Saturday's
Euro 2000 play-off first leg
against Scotland in Glasgow,
reports AFP.

McManaman suffered a re-
currence of his long-standing
%{mln problem in training on

ednesday and had to limp out
of the action to receive treat-
ment. He is officially rated as
"extremely doubtful” for
Saturday's game at Hampden
Park and was expected to be
ruled out later on Thursday.

Coach Kevin Keegan is still
hoping McManaman, who was
a contender to play in the left
wing-back role, will be avail-
able for selection for
Wednesday's return fixture at
Wembley.

However, with Ray Parlour
also ruled out of Saturday's

ame to receive treatment on a

amstring injury, the Keegan's
midfield options have been re-
duced.

With a three-man defence be-
ing his most likely option,
Keegan looks set to deploy
David Beckham in an unaccus-
tomed right wing-back role,
while choosing between either
Phil Neville or Steve Guppy on
the left flank.

Meanwhile, Scotland man-
ager Craig Brown said on

ednesday he was confident of
having a fully fit squad to
choose from for Saturday’s first
leg at Hampden Park. -

After losing Celtic's Paul
Lambert because of concussion,
Brown had feared Rangers pair
Colin Hendry and Barry
Ferguson as well as Hwarts
striker Gary McSwegan would
also be missing,

Hendry's knee problem has
sidelined him since last mon-
th's international with Bosnia
at Ibrox, meaning he has been
without competitive action in
the lead up to the European
Championship play-offs with
England.

erguson has needed pain-
killing injections to ease a rib
problem in the past fortnight,
while McSwegan limped out of
hearts' 1- draw with
Motherwell on Saturday with a
hamstring strain.

But after a full training ses-
sion on Tuesday, Brown is con-
fident there will be no with-
drawals from his 23-man pool
ahead of Saturday's first leg
with England at Hampden
Park.

He said: "Our injury prob-
lems are clearing umapidiy.
Gary McSwegan is taking a full

art in training as Is Colin

endry and Callum Davidson,
who also had a slight ham-
string problemn.

[}

Battle of Britain't

"Hopefully we will see every-
one declared fit at the end of the
session today.

The pressure training on
_Colin's injury starts today be-

o o O ¢

STEVE McMANAMAN

cause we're very anxious to con-
firm his fitness.”

Brown will, however, keep
the details of his team for this
weekend- to himself in keeping
with his England counterpart
Kevin
make his line-up public until
match day.

"It seems to be that Michael
Owen is fit to partner Alan
Shearer, but that's only really
hearsay. Kevin is not going to
disclose his tea ang that's
un]y natural,” said Brown.

‘We~have got”contingenc
plans ready for how they will
play, but it's how we play which
will determine whether we're
successful or not.

"l don't have the side [ will
play in my mind yet, there are
still one or two question marks
in certain positions, but like
Kevin | think it will be unwise
to disclose my side too early.”

Brown revealed that
Lambert, who lost four teeth in
a collision with Rangers' Jorg
Albertz in Sunday's Old Firm
clash at Ibrox, met up with the
squad on Wednesday at their
Troon base.

He said: "Paul just came
down to wish us well and all the
best for the game on Saturday.
That shows the atmosphere
within the group that we have
when somethingdike that hap-

an's decision not to

108 matchups.

oglorrow

LONDON, Nov 11 (AP): The
oldest matchup in interna-
tional soccer, England and

Scotland have pla each
other 108 times since 1872.
England have won 44, Scotland
40 and 24 have been tied and

England lead 190-168 on goals
scored:
Here are some of the high-

— 1872: Scotland 0, England
0 at Hamilton Crescent Cricket
Ground. A tie although
Scotland had a goal disallowed
because the referee, or umpire
as he was then known, ruled
that the ball had gone over the
tape, rather than under. The
tape acted as the crossbar.

— 185 s: Scotland 7, England
2 at Hampden Park. Scotland's
best ever win against the

English.

-— 1928: England 1, Scotland
5 at Wembley. Scotland's
"Wembley W) ", led by star
winger Alex James. scored three
tm}_::'j ahnsr;t dg;_nthuaﬂy pulled
the Engli ense apart.

— 1837: Scotland 1, England
J at Ha n Park. A British
record crowwd of 149,547 saw
England's win.

— 1955: England 7, Scotland
2 at Wembley. Wolves' Dennis
Wilshaw scored four goals and
Manchester United's Duncan
Edwards, killed in the Munich
air crash three years later, be-
came the youngest player to be
capped for England at age 18
years, 183 days.

— 1961: England 9, Scotland
3 at Wembley. At one stage it
was only 3-2 but Jimmy
Greaves scored three goals, and
Johnny Haynes and Bobby
Smith each netted two, Shamed
Scottish goalkeeper Frank
Haffey later emigrated to
Australia.

— 1967: England 2, Scotland
3 at Wembley. This came a year
after England won the World
Cup al the same stadium and
the jubilant Scots called them-
selves the unofficial world
champions after this victory,
which ended England’'s wun-
beaten record since the World
Cup triumph.

— 1977: England 1, Scotland
2 at Wembley. Kenny Dalglish
hit the winner and the result
sparked an invasion of the field
by Scottish fans, who ripped up
pieces of turf as souvenirs and
also tore down the goalposts.

— 1996: England 2, Scotland
0 at Wembley. A spectacular
oal by Paul Gascoigne, who
obbed the ball over defender
Colin Hendry and volleyed it
home, was t h?h!ight of this
Euro’ 96 game, the last of the

LONDON, Nov 11:
Arsenal's Nige-
rian star Nwa-
nkwo Kanu has
agreed a new con-
tract which will
ut him among the English
miership club’'s top earners,
reports .&Fg

Kanu, who joined Arsenal
from Inter Milan last January
and has rescued his career after
surgery three years ago to repair
a defective heart valve, issued a
statement through his British
agents First Artist Corporation.

In it he said: "I am delighted
to have a new deal with Arse-
nal. There has been much spec-
ulation regarding my salary
breaking the club’s wage struc-
ture but this is untrue. My new
contract is consistent with Ar-
senal's current wage policy.

"Since | arrived in January
the club and the fans have been

at to me and | want to repay
their kind sup

~more silverware to the Arsen
trophy cabinet.”
either the length of the new
deal nor the level of Kanu's new
salary were revealed.

An Arsenal spokeswoman
said: "We are happy for Kanu to
issue his statement but we never
comment on staff contracts,
which are a private matter.”

Speculation has arisen re-

Pizza keeps
Lazio going !

ROME, Nov 11: Lazio have
revealed the secret of their run-
away success in Italian and Eu-
ropean football this season -- a
tasty slice of pizza before every
match, reports AFP.

Unbeaten in every competi-
tion, Lazio have a ee-point
lead at the top of the Serie A and
cruised effortlessly into the
Champions League second
round. They also toppled
Manchester United in the Euro-
pean Super Cup.

That success had previously
been put down to an awesome
midfield and the clinical fin-
ishing of Chilean striker
M 0 "The Matador" Salas.

Now it emerges that their se-
cret weapon is a local pizzeria.

Team physiologist Giovanni
Cama said: ore a match, an
athlete needs muscle fuel,
which he gets from carbohy-
drates. But in the middle of the
afternoon, the idea of eating
pasta doesn't exactly whet the
appetite.

“But a nice big slice of pizza,
with tomato or potato topping
and only a little oil, is a tasty,
balanced and easily digested
ﬂ]lﬁmaﬂ‘rﬂa

"The lads are very ha
about this." he confided tultﬁz
Gazzetta dello Sport. "So it also
helps them from a ‘E:.Hchnlngi-
cal point of view as ;

"Obviously there are other
things that count for more

-

when they're on the pitch, but
it'’s our job to make every effort
| to put player in the best pos-

sible conditions,” he said.

Kanu-Gunners strike fresh

cently, however, that the for-
mer African footballer of the
year had grown unhappy in
England and had demanded a
wage-hike to match the reported
40,000 pounds (60,000 do ) a
week sal he received at Inter.

Arsenal ran extensive fit-
ness tests on Kanu when man-
ager Arsene Wenger decided to
buy him in January and the
Fla}rer agreed a comparatively
ow-start wage deal on a three-
year contract.

But having seen Kanu, cur-
rently Arsenal's top scorer this
season with 10 goals in all
competitions, set the Premier-
ship alight with some spectacu-
lar performances - including
his 16-minute hat-trick against
Chelsea last month - Wenger re-
cently admitted: "He is too low
in our wage structure and we
will be making an adjustment
during the next few weeks."

Single man Kanu, who has

port by ad “EE been living in a hotel since his

gl e R

!
arrival, has now also under-
lined his commitment to Arse-
nal by buying a sumptuous new
house in Hertfurdsﬁir: where
team-mates Dennis Bergkamp,
Marc Overmars and Emmanuel
Petit will be among his neigh-
bours. ;

The 23-year-old is hoping
Arsenal can use their influence
to help persuade government of-
ficials in Lagos and London to
issue travel visas to some of his
relatives whom he admits he
badly misses, including his
mother who is recovering from
illness.

Last week Kanu said: "I know
the club are doing what they can
to help because they realise how
much I miss my family, al-
though there is no more news
about that yet,

"But that doesn't mean I
won't keep playing my football
here. I have no problems at Ar-
senal with anything or ary-

body."

T TR

Boban calling

1t a day

ZAGREB, Nov 11:
Croatian captain
Zvonimir Boban
said on Wednes-
day he was quitt-
Ing international
will play his last
Croatia in a friendly
against world champions
France in Paris on Saturday
reports Reuters. :

Boban told a news confer-
ence that persistent problems
with his spine was the main
reason for his international re-
tirement,

He will nevertheless play out
his contract with AC Milan un-
til it ends in 2001.

The 31-year-old midfielder
has 50 caps and 12 s to his
name. He has been the inspira-
tion behind much of Croatia's
international success in the
{:ﬁ;st five j,;lars. since the coun-

eme as an independent
force mrﬁ'le world football.

He captained the team thai
finished third in the last World
Cup after losing in the semifi-
nals to France.

Saturday's match will bring
back some painful memories
for Boban as he says he recalls
with anguish being the one to
lose possession to Lilian Thu-
ram ior the French equaliser a
minute after Croatia went a
goal up through Davor Suker.

France won 2-1 and went on
to lift the World Cup a few days
later. Croatia finished third af-
ter a consolation 2-1 win over
the Netherlands in the third-
fourth place playoff.

Boban started his career
with Dinamo Zagreb (now Croa-
tia Zagreb) and moved to Italy
in 1991, just after the start of
the Croatian war for ind=pen-

dence from former Yugeslavia.

e 4
soccer and
game for

After a season he spent on
loan in Bari, he returned to AC

Milan to win place in Fabio
Cappello’s side that won the Eu-
ropean Cup in 1994,

Boban was also the captain
of the Yugoslav Under-21 team
that won the 1987 World Youth
Cup in Chile, scoring an em-
phatic fifth penalty in a shoot-
out against East Germany, an-
;::tther country that no longer ex-
sts,

Some of his then-team-
mates, including midfielder
Robert Prosinecki, striker Da-
vor Suker and full-back Robert
Jarni, later became the back-
bone of the Croatian national
squad.

Boban used his refined tech-
nique to control the midfield
with either Prosinecki or
Aljosa Asanovic, and feed
strikers Suker and Alen Boksic
with lethal through-balls.

ZVONIMIR BOBAN

Sport

J
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erlatia friendi_z
Lizarazu
ruled out

PARIS, Nov 11: Bayern Mu-
nich's French defender Bixente
Lizarazu was ruled out Wednes-
day of the French squad for
Saturday's friendly against
Croatia at Stade de France, re-
ports AFP.

Lizarazu injured his knee
during Saturday's German
league match in which which
Bayern reclaimed top spot with
a 1-0 win at SSV Ulm.

French team coach Roger
Lemerre has called up Real
Madrid's Christian Karembeu
to take his place. Karembeu had
been overlooked in the original
selection in favour of Frederic
Dehu of Barcelona.

Belgium friendly

Nesta declared
unfit

ROME, Nov 11: Lazio de-
fender Alessandro Nesta was
ruled out of Italy's friendly
aﬁlnst Belgium on Wednesday
after failing to recover from a
knee injury he picked up at the
weekend, reports AFP.

Italy, who are preparing for
the European championships,
are due to meet the joint-hosts
of next year's tournament on
Saturday at Lecce.

Lazio are, meanwhile, hop-
ing that their skipper will be fit
for the derby against AS Roma
when the Serie A re-starts in 10
days' time.

qualifyi

DUBLIN, Nov 11: Turkey,
who face the Republic of Ireland
in the first leg of their Euro
2000 play-off here on Saturday,
say they deserve to be in the fi-
nals after their performance in
qualifiying, reports AFP.

"After beating Germany 1-0

‘in the qualifiers at home and

then recording a scoreless draw
against them in Munich, we re-
ally deserve to be in the finals
already,” sald coach Mustaf
Denizli.

"But we have to respect this
Irish team, especially with
players like Roy Keane, Niall
Quinn, Denis Irwin and Robbie
Keane in their squad.

"Quinn will be a big problem
as he is so tall and dangerous in
the air. Maybe [ will need three
men to mark him.

"We would be happy not to
lose in Dublin and it would be a
bonus if we can return home
with an away goal. But it's not
%ﬂing to be easy - even thnuﬁh
‘m still confident about the
outcome over 180 minutes.”

Turkey are hoping central
defender Alpay Ozalan, mid-

arrived in a the Iris
Monday.

The return leg is in Bursa
next Wednesday with the win-
ners progressing to the finals in
Belgium and the Netherlands
next sumimer,

Five-m atch ban
on Jeremies

COLOGNE, Germany, Nov 11:
Bayern Munich's defensive
midfielder Jens Jeremies was
suspended for five games by
UEFA Wednesday after he was
red carded in last months's
Champions League game
against PSV Eindhoven, reports

capital on

1 AFP.

Jeremies, a German inter-
national, has already served
one of those games as he missed
Bayern's last European fixture
against Glasgow Rangers (1-1)
but won't be available to play in
the competition again until
March l14th when Bayern meet
Norwegian champions Rosen-

borg.
Toshack
disciplined

MADRID, Nov 11: Belea-

uéred Real Madrid coach John

oshack has been handed a
6.000 dollar fine by the club's
board for criticising his side's
goalkeeper, Spanish sports pa-
per AS reported Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

At the end of the match with
Primera Liga leaders Rayo Val-
lecano, won 3-2 by Real,
Welshman Toshack said Real
had "a problem in goal” and, the
press claims, he tiercely criti-
cised Argentinian goalkeeper
Albano Bizarri, who is standing
in for injured German keeper
Bodo Iligner.

The victory over Rayo Valle-
cano gave Toshack breathing
space after the Spanish media
claimed he would be sacked if
Real lost.

EU’s gesture

BRUSSELS, Nov 11: The Eu-
ropean Commission is to help
smaller clubs continue the de-
velopment of young players, the
European commissioner with
responsibility for sport Viviane
Reding said Wednesday after
meeting FIFA president Sepp
Blatter and UEFA president
Lennart Johansson, reports
AFP.

Reding said that the Com-

. mission was oblired to support

the controversial so-called
1995 Bosman Ruling that in ef-
fect abolished the transfer
market that has kept many
smaller clubs in business over
the years.

ut she added: "That should
not prevent us from finding so-
lutions so that small clubs can
continue to develop young-
sters.”

Reding wants UEFA to pro-
vide evidence of the negative ef-
fects of the Bosman Ruling be-
fore letting the Commission,
Eesh:lu:l over by Italy’s Romano

odi, take the necessary mea-
sures -

~ Johansson has su ted a
redistribution of TV ts roy-
alties to help the smaller clubs.

SYDNEY, Nov 11:
Manchester Uni-
ted goalkeeper
Mark Bosnich
said Thursday
. overseas players
would always face problems
over national selection, reports
AFP,

Both Australia's Harry
Kewell and Brazil's Ronaldo are
in tugs-of-war between club and
country over two friendly in-

ternationals to be played Sun-
day and next Wednesday.
Bosnich, who arrived
Wednesday night from England,
tried to defuse criticism of the
pla}'era.
Players are always going to
get grumbles from clubs about
the time of the matches and the
travel involved. The problem
won't go away,” he said.
Australian football officials
successfully applied to the
E:;nc'ﬁ governing body FIFA to
Kewell from s United's
English Premiership
match a st Bradford City on
Nov 20 after the player failed to
answer his international call-
up

next

Brazil coach Wanderly Lux-
emburgo said Thursday he
would not play Ronaldo in Sun-
day's international if FIFA pre-
vented him from playing in
next Wednesday's interna-
tional.

Ronaldo's Italian club Inter
Milan successfully appealed to
FIFA to ban him from playing
the second match at Melbourne
next Wednesday.

“The players are the meat in

the sandwich in these situa-
tions,” Bosnich said.

Injured striker John Aloisi
of Coventry City, here on a po-
motional trip for the FA Cup
S5pOonsors, ap’Eealed for Aus-
tralia coach Frank Farina to
organise more ma}ttt]l]es iln Eu-

where most of the players
rope

MARK BOSNICH

ying 24 hours to Aus-
tralia, if done more than once a
year, takes a lot out of you." he
said.
mu?é would g-ebugreat if Farina
arrange ut t games
a year with nmstufmmﬂw
rope. It's not the best for our
fans but it would be much sim-
pler to play in Europe,” he said.
"Australians are highly re-
garded in Europe as individual
players but not as a team be-

'Bosnich understands it

cause of our World Cup record.”

Bosnich, the first Australian
goalkeeper to be appointed na-
tional captain, said their aim
was to qualify for the 2002
World Cup finals in Japan and
South Korea.

"The t ective for us

is to get to the W Cup finals,
no matter who is ted as
captain. That would silence the

doubters,” he said.

Australia missed out on
France 98 when Iran came back
from two goals down to draw 2-
2 and qualify for the 1998 fi-
nals.

Bosnich did not train at
Thursday’'s workout, preferring
to nurse the hamstring injury
he vated last week in the
match against Leicester.

He is receiving intensive
treatment and to be fit
for Sunday's clash against
Brazil at Stadium Au a but
will defer a decision on next
Wednesday's Melbourne return
until after Sunday’s game.

Early this season Bosnich
was relegated to United's third
string keeper but after improv-
ing his fitness. he has fought
his way back into the top job.

"It has been a test of charac-
ter being with Manchester
United but mine hasn't
changed. I just put my head
down,” he said.

“When you join a

like United, there's always
pressure.

“You know you're going to be
shot at, but ﬁ::rrturmttﬁ;r lI]ﬁz only

been wounded and not put
down."

major club

French First Division

Draw kee

nesday at St Etie-
nne to stay top of

the French first division on a
night when Monaco, who beat
Nancy 2-1, were the only club in
the top seven to take full points,
reports AFP.

Lyon had gone into the first
derby for four years - St Etienne
are back in the top flight after
three seasons in division two -
with some trepidation at the
intimidating Stade Geoffroy
Guichard, known as "the caul-
dron”.

But they were full value for
their point and only Monaco,
who go second, made up any
ground. All their other closest
challengers failed. Auxerre
were beaten 1-0 at home by
Troyes, Paris St Germain
slumped 3-2 at Lens, defending
champions Bordeaux were
thrashed 3-0 at Le Havre while
Marseille were held 1-1 at hom

fielder Abdullah Ercan and star struggling Nantes ’
pgiiicer Hakan Sukuyp recayen 2 the i derby is pne aof.
tom colds picked up since they .|, the few genuine local rivalries

in French football and pits
bourgeois Lyon, the richest club
in France but without a single
French league title in their his-
tory. against working class St
Etienne, who won 10 champi-
onships in their glory era be-
tween 1957 and 1981, becoming

W2 PARIS, Nov 11:
3] Lyonclinchedal-

= :f 1 draw in the
Rhone derby Wed-

- seemed

;' home ,defeat at the hands of .

the most famous club in French
football.

Within eight minutes the al-
ready high y-charﬁ:’d atmo-
sphere ignited as both sides
grabbed a goal.

First blood went to Lyon af-
ter six minutes. French inter-
national midfielder Vikash
Dhorasoo burst down the right
and his cross skimmed off the
head of St Etienne's Cameroo-
nian defender Lucien Mettomo
in to the path of Lyon's Brazil-
ian striker Sonny Anderson,
who swept the ball in for his 11
goal of the season. That makes
him top scorer in the French
first division.

But St Etienne's reply came
two minutes Jater. There
little danger when
Stephane Pedron picked the
ball up 25 metres out but his left
foot shot left Lyon keeper Gre-
gory Coupet rooted to the spot.

Unfortunately the rest of the
encounter failed to live up to the
opening eight minutes and that
was the end of the scoring.

Auxerre succumbed to a 1-0

Troyes.

Troyes thoroughly deserved .

to win with Auxerre's only real
threat a shot from Pascal
Comisetti that struck a post.
Five minutes before the in-
terval Troyes scored the only
oal of the match when Rafik
aifi's cross was headed home

Philippe Violeau (R) of Lyon trying to make his way past a

couple of Saint Etienne defenders during a French First
Division fixture at Saint-Etienne on November 10.

ps Lyon atop

“by Samuel Boutal.

To make matters worse for
Auxerre their club captain and
French World Cup winning for-
ward Stephane Guivarc'h had to
be withdrawn with an injury,

Guivarc'’h was Monday se-
lected for the first time since
the World Cup Final by France
coach Roger Lemerre for Satur-
day's friendly with Croatia. It

remains to be seen if he will be
fit for that match.

Monaco had to dig deep for
their victory after going a goal
down to Nancy in the 69th
minute when Pablo Correa
headed home from close range,

But just four minutes later
Italian striker Marco Simone
hooked in an equaliser for the
principality side and two min-
utes later Francisco Da Costa
haggcd the winner with a
header, putting Monaco on top
of the division for nearly two
hours until the St Etienne-Lyon
match ended.

Bordeaux were comprehen-
sively outplayed by struggling
Le Hayre, who had shocked PSG
3-1 two weeks ago.

Le Havre's opening came
from a superb individual run
from Christophe Lesage who
beat three players before setting
up Mickael De . who scored.

Just before the interval
Hamed Diallo converted a
Cyrille Pouget cross while Poget
himself wrapped up the scoring
three minutes from time from
the penalty spot after Herve
Alicarte had brough down De-
beve. Alicarte, booked earlier,
was sent off for the offence.

Paris St Germain saw their
defensive frailties ruthlessly
Mexposnd gtﬂl.cna with the hosts

PSG had opened the scoring
through former Everton striker
Mickael Madar, who netted an
angled shot for his eighth goal
of the season after springing the
Lens offside trap.

But PSG crumbled after the
interval thanks to dismal de-
fending.

PSG playmaker Ali Bernar-
bia needed treatment to a head
injury apparently after being
struck by a missile thrown
from the crowd.

Marseille were again booed
off after another disappointing
result, drawing 1-1 at home to
Nantes.

Bottom club Montpellier had
another setback, losing 2-1 to
Rennes while Bastia and Metz
had to settle for a goalless draw.

Ominously the club's coach
revealed after the match that he
had been summoned to meet the

club's president Louis Nicollin
— AFP photo Thursday morning.
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