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A Glorio

have the most beautiful
memories of my days at
Notre Dame College (NDC).
[ felt greatly privileged when |
ot admission to NDC and was
etermined to make the best of
the opportunity that going to
such an Institution provided. In
our times Dhaka College and
the NDC were the two most
famous colleges with the former
having a more formidable
reputation in academic terms
and NDC having a more all-
round image. Many of my
E&H:h-mal;a wcnlr to Dhaka
oliege and many of us went to
the Ifl%)(:
| was a student of Interme-
diate Arts section and studied
in the college during the 1965-
66 and 1 67 academic years.
One of the first things that
struck me about my new college
was its well-laid out campus.
The qund was spacious and
tree-lined. Much of the campus
still remained undeveloped. In
fact parts of it were low land
and thus remained submerged.
Still there was an unmistak-
able attempt to make the envi-
ronment beautiful with big
trees and flower-beds. There
was hardly any talk of envi-
ronment in those days. yet
looking back, it seems the col-
lege authorities were quite con-
scious of it. The class- rooms
were spacious, well lit and very
well ventilated with plenty of
light and breeze pouring in.
What distinguished NDC
from the rest of colleges in
those days was of course its
academic atmosphere. Teach-
ing was rigorous and the teach-
ers were truly dedicated. This
was not only true for the Chris-
tian Missionary staff but also
for the Bengali staff who taught
us. Among my favourite teach-
ers were Father Timm who
taught us logic, Father Guille-
spie who taught us History and
r. Garibnawaz Khan who
taught us Bangla. | was a student
of the Arts faculty and as such
did not know many of the
teachers of the science section

Co-curricular Activities

Notre Dame Dcbating Club

Belong to

by Mahfuz Anam

where also the teachers were
known for their dedication and
excellence. There were no har-
tals in those days though stu-
dents' strikes were beginning to
come. The anti-Ayub move-
ments of the early sixties had
passed and those of the late six-
ties were yet to come.

Political issues were begin-
ning to touch us, especially the
questions of regional autonomy
and those of economic disparity
between the two wings. | re-
member the many heated ar-
guments we used to have in our
caleteria about them, especially
with the many Urdu-speaking
students who studied with us.
We were the first batch to take
uE the issue of observing
Ekushey February in the college
in a big way. | was part of a

up who were able to persuade
the college authority to build a
Shaheed Minar in the com-
pound. The design was done b
one of the students. We rai
funds from outside and built it
ourselves, to our great pride and
satisfaction. This made us feel a
part of the mainstream of the
student community.

During my two years at
Notre Dame College a most
wonderful thing happened to
me. Quite accidenta {I did well
in college debates which later
had a most profound impact on
my life. We had a teacher called
Azhar Ali who was the Coordi-
nator of the Debating Club. The
practice was that every Frida
— in those days the weekly hol-
iday was on Sunday — after
classes the Debating Club would
meet and hold an unprepared
debate on a just given topic, All
wen.l':] welcome. The idea was to
see how quickly one could %'as
a subject, Lh:ﬁ{( logically, ulllé
arﬁumcnls. and present them
coherently before an audience.
The scoring was individual. My
friends laughed when on one of
those Fridays I signed up. They
chided me for wasting time.

The topic was selected by the
Coordinator and written on the
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Nurturing the Glorious Tradition of Good Education

by Fr Benjamin Costa, CSC

OTRE Dame College,

established in 1949, has

served the people of what
is now Bangladesﬁnr the past
fifty years. This year we are
celebrating the Golden Jubilee
of the college. So it is a time to
stop and reflect by way of
evaluation what contribution,
if any, the college has made for
this nation. If the answer is
positive, and emdphaticaﬂy S0,
then we should have every
reason to be thankful and we
should express our gratitude to
all those who have cantributed
towards making this
institution "as it is today. We
praﬁ for the repose of the souls
of those among them who have
passed away. And we remember
with deep gratitude those who
are now retired and are no
longer with us. We are also
thankful to all those who have
served and continue to serve
this institution. May the Good
Lord shower his blessings abun-
dantly on each one of them.

By and large the college is
recognized as one of the best
colleges in the country. Perhaps
we could ask, what is the secret

l behind it. And we must decide

us Institution to

classroom board. We were asked
to choose sides — For or Against
the Motion. | don't remember
much about that occasion ex-
cept that the moment I finished
speaking the Coordinator asked
me to go back to the rostrum
and speak from the opposite
side, defending the very argu-
ments that | had just opposed. I
was given just a few minutes to
gﬁther my tRoughts to counter
the very arguments that | had
made so energetically just mo-
ments before. From then on it
becarmne my regular practice to
stay after classes on Friday and
participate in the debates.

It was the first time in my
life that I was participating reg-
ularly in this very exciting in-
tellectual game. To understand,
to search lor facts, to build ar-
guments in favour of one’s posi-
tion and then to try to persuade
others to one's own points of
view is what debating is all
about. The other thing is to try
and anticipate opponents’ ar-

uments and counter them ef-
ectively. For me it was like a
whole new world opening up
and I found myself getting in-
creasingly attracted to it. For
me it was a love affair that
never died.

Debating taught me to see
both sides of an argument and
developed in me the capacity to
weigh them and present my own
thuu%hts in a very clear and
forceful manner. e most im-
portant thing in debating is
that it teaches one to think
clearly, sequentially and pin-
pointedly. It is irrelevant
whether one wins any debate or
not. Learning how to debate
teaches one to analyse issues in
an objective and dispassionate
manner and assists in reaching
logical conclusions. Without
realising. debating affects one's
manner of talking and writing.
I remain forever grateful to
Notre Dame College for giving
that opportunity to develop my
debating skills which have
.l?.r;_rved me in every field of my

ife.
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what criterion to be used for
this qualification. Various peo-
ple would propose different cri-
teria for measuring the suc-
cesses or the failures of the col-
lege. Usually people judge the
quality of an educational insti-
tution by the examination re-
sults, i.e., percentage of passes,
distinctions, places of merit,
etc. Others judge it by the qual-
ity of the products, i.e., how far
in the social ladder its gradu-
ates have ascended, how many
are in the top leadership posi-
tions in different fields, etc.
Others again will judﬁe by the
number and quality of the pro-
fessionals like engineers, doc-
tors, scholars, professors pro-
duced by the institution who are
considered "successful” in life. It
is needless to say that all these

are not unimportant. But this -

type of evaluation gives an im-
pression of commercialism, as
if the goal of education is sim-
ply to prosper economically. But
education is not a commercial
commodity and it should not be
considered as such. Many
guardians are proud of having
their sons study at Notre Dame
and afterwards go abroad for
higher studies. How should we
then evaluate the success or
failures of Notre Dame? How
would those who went through
Notre Dame want themselves to
be evaluated?

The pioneers who started
Notre Dame fifty years ago had
a very definite goal in mind, a
goal that was based on spe-
cific and clear ideals or philos-
ophy. The college was started by
tllije ¥iuly Cross Fathers who are
members of an International
Religious Order, viz., the
Congregation of Holy Cross of
the Catholic Church, dedicated
to education and formation of
young people. "Teaching" is
considered by the Catholic
Church as a part of the mission
given by Jesus to his disciples

"to teach all nations." Ever .

since the begzinning of the
Church two thousand years ago.

it has taken this command of
Jesus almost literally. For
teaching in the true sense of the
lerm is a mission. a task to en-
lighter: the mirds and hearts of
men and women so that they
become open and receptive to
the truth. In nther words, the

oal of education as understaod

y the Catholics is the develop-
ment of the total human per-
son; ph&rslcal. moral. intellec-
tual and spiritual development
of the whole person. In the
brochure that was prepared in

the early 1950s, the aims and
ideals of Notre Dame were

. stated as: "The development of

the whole man by an adequate
training of the physical, moral
and intellectual powers of the

- students is deemed a sacred

trust at Notre Dame. Students
are encouraged to participate in
co-curricular activities such as
debating, dramatics, sports, etc.

special care is taken to form the
character of the students, to in-
spire them with a love of God,
country, and of fellowmen, to
train them to gentlemanly
manners and effective habits of
study. The College thereby
hopes to qualify its students for
suc living." By successful
living here is meant a life that
is meaningful, i.e., truly hu-
man. It reiers to a life that is
characterized by human values,
a life which finds ression in
an authentic and effective love
for values like justice, truth and
human dignity.

It was with this vision and
sense of mission that the Holy
Cross Priests set out to estab-
lish Notre Dame College in the
Luxmibazar area of Dhaka the
capital of what was East
Pakistan in 1949, shortly after
the Independence from British
rule. They were motivated by a
special zeal to help the new
country by making a contribu-
tion in one of the most impor-
tant fields of the society, viz.,
education. The main reason for
this special motivation was
that they had committed their
whole life to the ministry of
teaching and formation of
young people under the vow of
religious obedience. All the suc-
cessive heads of the institution
as well as the other members of
the order relentlessly pursued
those ideals. Moreover they
were able to inspire all the oth-
ers who joined them, both the
teaching and the non-teaching
staff of the college, to live up to
those same ideals. Some of the
graduates of Notre Dame who
are recognized as outstanding
citizens and good leaders in
their respective fields take great
pride in saying that they were
students of this college. Most of
the members of the Catholic
Hierarchy as well as practically
all the local priests, male reli-
gious, teachers and social lead-
ers were students of Notre Dame

‘and are now making valuable

contributions in the education
and formeation of the children
and the youth in their resnec-
tive cdioceses, parishes, f']lgh
schools and primary schools

around the country.

Therefore. w= can safely say
that the success of Notre Dame
College, if there is any, lies in
the dedicated loving service of
the people in the administra-
tion. in the teaching and the of-
fice staff. However. it cannot be
attributed simply to their pro-
fessional efficiency and hard
work. Their success was due to
personal interest in and com-
mitment to the cause of educa-

tion and formation of the young

people, a commitment which
enabled them to give their best
to their students. It has been a
tradition to call Notre Dame a
"family” where each one plays
his or her role with due respect
to the role of others. There is a
real team spirit, a recognition
of each one's uniqueness, their
individual gifts and charisms,
and their sense of responsibil-
ity. It is this family spirit that
has helped the college most in
overcoming the many obstacles
and difficulties that she had to

face along the way.

Another secret behind the
success of Notre Dame College is
its emphasis on the extra or co-
curricular activities, through
which the students have a

olden opportunity to develop
their talents. Almost since the
beginning of the college, many
co-curricular activities such as
debating, sports, scouting, quiz
competitions, etc. were carried
out by what we call clubs, e.g.,
Science club, Debating Club,
Nature Study Club, Rotaract
Club, ete. Each Club has a mod-
erator who is a teacher. Under
his/her supervision and guid-
ance students are able to do
many creative things. It also
gives the students and opportu-
njt{l to develop their leadershi
skill und associate closely wi
#heir class companions and
their moderating teacher.
Thanks to these Club activities,
over the years many of our stu-
dents won championships and
rizes at the national level in
debates, Science Fairs, Quiz
competitions, etc.

Ever since its beginning,
Notre Dame has been hailed as
outstanding for its academic
performance. But besides the
academic excellence and out-
standing performance in co-
curricular activities, the college
rightly deserves recognition for
its social concern in the context
of the country, although many
may not agree. It is through the
involvement of the students
along with the administrative

personnel and the teaching

staff in the social projects such
as helping the victims of natu-
ral calamities like floods, cy-

clones, tornados, etc., and other

projects like literac cfr?-
gramme for the slum c n,
technical tr for the street
children, health care for the
poor, etc. that Notre Dame has
created a model of patriotism,
social concern, active involve-
ment, true spirit of service and
dedicated leadership. Notre
Dame students are taught to re-
alize that it is far more impor-
tant to do good to people than to
talk about good. Hopefully t'iis
social concern instilled amon

the Notre Damc students wi

find an effective exgression.

when they exercise leadership
in different fields of the socicty.

Another reason behind the
suiccess of Notre Dame is the co-
operation that has exist~d
among the administraticn,
teachers and guardians of our
students. Occasionally the col-
lege has organized meetings
with guardians and they re-
5 ed very positively. Dur'ng
these meetings the guardians

expressed their concern, their

hopes and aspirations from the
college, and the authorities in
turn spelled out their ta-
tions from the students and
their guardians. Through this
dialogue a spirit of mutual un-
derstanding grew up between
the college authority and the
guardians. The fact that there
exists no student union or pcli-
tics at Notre Dame speaks much
about the relationship betwecen
the guardians and the college.
No parent in his/her right mind
would want his/her son to get
involved in activities that could
ruin their future and are disrup-

tive to the academic environ-
ment. We are fortunate that dur-
ing these an::n%’I 50 vears, a

a ere has ar-
ally prevailed at Notre Dame
College. Sometimes it is deeply
edifying to hear comments ex-
pressing that the Notredamians

are easily recognized by their
gen conduct, etiquette,
politeness. behaviour and

other human and moral values.
Many national leaders of good
reputation pride themselves on
having been students of Notre
Dame College.

Having inherited a rich and
glorious tradition of good edu-
cation and formation of the
students by the highly moti-
vated, inspired, dedicated and
responsible stakeholders of
Notre Dame for the past fifty
years and considering the
spirit, quality and motivation
of those who are involved in the
College at present, we may hope
that the future of the college is
bright. Where there is good will,
many good things can happen.

On this great occasion of the
Golden Jubilee of the College we
the administrative, teac ln%_r
office and maintenance sta

would like to vow to con-
tinue to strive together as a
team or a family to make a
me contribution to the
building up of the nation by
maintaining high academic
standards and promoting hu-
man, ethical and social value
formgtion of the future genera-
tion of our country. Together we
wish to build a hapEy and pros-
perous Bangladesh, a nation
where there is true human de-
velopment, justice, peace and

r- i ¥

_ ':.'I .

harmony among all citizens.

Fr. Benjamin Costa, CSC

The author is the Principal of Notre Dame College.

Priceless Contribution to Education

EAR Notre Damians,

D}Fnung and old,

1 share your joy on this
occasion of the celebration of
fifty years of Notre Dame
College. | have the privilege of
having served you and your
college during most of the years
of my life and am happy to now
have a special role in the
celebration as convenor,

At this t'me were rejoice and
we thank our Creator for His
inspiration and guidance to all
involved during these fifty
years and during the years pre-
ceding the first class which was
held in 1949, We must realise
that anything good accom-
plished is His work, although
He requires our cooperation,

The college has gone through
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periods of great growth and suc-
cess. It has also gone through
troubled times. I have been in-
volved in all except the first
thirteen years. But those first
years were the most important
ones. It was then that our
founding fathers launched our
college and pointed it in a very
definite direction based on clear
principles and values. We who
came later simply built on that
foundation, adjusting our deci-
sions according to the realities
of the times.

At this jubilee celebration
we will have present persons
from all periné's of our college
development. Some of you will
have witnessed the very first
days of the college, from the day
young Robin Chowdhury
stepped inside St Gregory's
building, spoke to Fr
Harrington, and was enrolled
as the first student of his new
college. That first year eight
teachers and nineteen students
opened the college and began
their effort to acquire knowl-
edge and skills. Some of you
came the following year to swell
the enrallment up to fifty. A
most significant event took
place that year when you staged
the Shakespearean play, £
Tempest". In order for this
small college to present such an
excellent production it must
have involved all students and
staff in the preparation, pro-
motion and staging. It was
surely a team effort and a re-
markable success. | feel that it
set a tone for this college

inting out a path to the col-
ege’'s remarkable success. For
the college always involved
teachers, staff and students in
most aspects of the college, in
studies, activities and other
common concerns. Probably
the most distinctive attribute of
the college in those early years
was the closeness and familiar-
ity between all involved. It was
truly a family spirit.

Soon the colle an a pe-
riod of remarka Iﬁcad:l!:}l?c
success. When Kamal Hossain
won first place in the Dhaka
University exams people be-
came aware of the academic ex-
cellence at this college. A sci-
ence section was opened. Year
after year the college scored
first in the combined merit list.
Those of you who studied here
at that time can witness to the

efforts to study thurnuﬁhly. the
regular use of the library to

by JS Peixotto, CSC

consull reference books, to
make extensive notes. There
was a determined effort to excel.

Then came troubled times.
You 1965-74 students know the
role of the college union.
Despite positive merits of stu-
dent involvement in govern-
ment much of the time we found
the activity of the union to
work in n]ppusitinn to the goals
of the college administration. It
was a time of great tensinn. At
the same time the country suf-
fered civil disturbances as it
moved toward the struggle for
independence. The college is
proud to have been able to con-
tribute significantly to the
struggle which brought about
our independence, and is proud
of those of you who sacrificed so
greatly for this cause.

We had great hopes that the
sacrifice would bring a new
spirit and excellence to our new
country. But in the field of edu-
cation the new reality was not
up to the expectations. No
longer was it possible for the
::ul‘I:i-:Fe to give the same highl
intellectual and personal guid-
ance to the few students who
managed to enroll. The na-
tional priority was more for
quantity than quality. The need
of the time was to offer oppor-
tunities to the many thousands
of students who desired to study
in college.

In response this college be-
gan its period of expanding en-
rollment. At the same time the
college did its best to maintain
the same academic require-
ments and discipline. regular
quizzes, exams, labs, compul-
sory class attendance. Many
bright students those days pre-
ferred to study at other colleges
where there were fewer de-
mands. Those of you who en-
rolled in Notre Dame have been
able to reap the results of your
hard work and intellectual in-

quiry,

Beginning from 1969 the col-
lege began major efforts to con-

ute t?war social nﬁuda of
our people. My trips to es
with studtnts{)eaﬁng r:ll:fafrnd
rehabilitation materials were
among my most enlightening
and cherished ences. | am
sure that most students who
were involved would make the
same comment. At the same
time the social projects on
campus blossomed and gave an
added social aspect to the col-

lege. 1 hope that many of you

have learned to share in our
concern for the poor and needy
and are influenced by that
spirit as you carry on your pre-
sent responsibilities.

In the early years of the col-
lege the Holy Cross fathers were
most prominent in the teaching
and administration. But in the
post-independence years the fa-
thers were few in number while
the enrollment and pro-
grammes grew in number and
size. Our teachers and office, lab
and maintenance staff came to
the rescue taking over almost
full responsibility for conduct
of the college clubs, exams,
studies, guidance, discipline
and the office, labs and main-
tehance. With gratitude we
warmly welcome to this jubilee
those of you who rescued the
college during those years and
set the course for the following
years.

Finally we have come to a
period of physical growth. After
s0 many years of expansion of
programmes we finally ex-
panded our building space 70
per cent with the construction
of our new building.

One might consider what
makes Notre Dame special te-
day. The beginning of that an-
swer lies in consideration of its
history. It was founded by a
group of dedicated and highly
competent fathers from the

- USA. They were joined by man

very competent teachers an

S who came to share in this
dedication on behalf of the col-
lege and students. Through

their efforts it came to be con-

sidered to be an excellent col-
lege.

Eanljucs before and after the
war of ind dence entered the
college and almost destroyed it.
but a group of fathers, teachers
and staff with great personal
sacrifice carried the college
through the crisis and guided it
through the many adjustments
made since independence of the
country. Today the college at-
tempts to give students a very
fine preparation for higher
studies and life based: on defi-
nite ideals of education, charac-
ter and social involvement. The
present faculty, admjnistration
and staff work very much as a
team or family united in their
tireless effort to prepare suit-
able citizens for society and the
country.

For the future the college
will continue to offer this same
priceless contribution to its
students and the country, as
long as it keep foremost in
mind its ideals, maintains its
deiﬁnnjnatinn {tindexccl. treats
with respect and di all per-
sons who it deals vg'inliltran re-
sists all pressures to give up its
special identity.

On behalf of the principal,
Fr Benjamin Costa, and all the
college administration, faculty
and staff our jubilee committee
invites you join us in fiftieth
year celebration. Your presence
is a sign of your love for the
college and confidence in its
role in our society. We urgently
request your help and support
:_n our present and future ef-
orts.

The author is the Convenor of the Jubilee Celebration.



