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Probe into Jatrabari
Incident: Two Questions

he government has formed a three-member probe °
body to look into the incident at Jatrabari during
the hartal of November 8 in which three BNP leaders,
including two MPs, were injured. The investigation

und to create doubts.
“Therefore, it is no wonder that
the case filed in the court on the
payoffs from the Bofors gun
deal has that. The fact that the
I name of the late Rajiv Gandhi
has been included in the charge-
sheet and not that of the Hin-
duja clan, does, indeed, raise
eyebrows.

But this in no way suggests
| that Rajiv Gandhi is not in-
volved. Probably, the govern-
ment could have waited for
some more time, when it has

ALF-done jobs or incom-
lete charge-sheets are
|

has been initiated at the behest of the Home Minister | done so for more than a decade,

himself. We welcome this development and hope that
truth will come out and appropriate actions will be

taken on the basis of it.

for the sixth account documents
relating to the Hindujas to ar-
rive. The FIR was filed in Jan-
uary 1990 and the case in Octo-
ber 1999. another six months or

We have two questions regarding this. First, how | so would not have mattered,

neutral is the probe, headed by a DIG, likely to be
when his big boss, the minister himself, on the floor
of the parliament, has expressed grave doubts about
the authenticity of the injury claim? If the investiga-
tion reveals that the claim of the opposition politi-
cians is correct then the Home Minister will look
rather foolish having already suggested that the inci-
dent was stage managed. Now, is it credible that a
DIG will write a report which will contradict the Home
Minister's publicly-proclaimed position? He must
either be suicidal or have written off his career, if he
does so. If the minister was genuinely interested in |
the truth then he should have waited for the probe
body to finish its work before making public his
views. In other words the probe body can already be
said to have lost its credibility courtesy the minister

himself.

The second question is, does the minister really
want us to believe that Khoka was carrying a bag of

particularly when the papers
submitted to the court are the
ones which were received sev-
eral months ago.

One can argue that the sins
of the dead should be buried
with them. Had the Congress
presented its case from that
point of view. it would have
aroused sympathy. But it can-
not take a cavalier attitude and
say that there was not a shred of
evidence against Rajiv Gandhi
and take a moral stand and beg
that the memory of the assassi-
nated Prime Minister should
not be defiled.

If the Congress and Mrs So-
nia Gandhi feel that Rajiv
Gandhi's name has been unnec-
essarily dragged, they should
welcome the opportunity that
has come to clear him. The Bo-
fors payoff is one mark against
| him which has ngt got rubbed
off after many years. Where his
name to be deleted now, it would
be plaﬂng Shakespeare's
drama Hamlet without the
prince of Denmark. The im-

blood on his person and waiting to jump in the line of | pression would also go round

a passing bullet to injure himself so that he could
take out from his pocket the bag of blood and pour it
over his head — and all this for some media cover-
age? Didn’t Khoka run the risk of receiving the pellets
in his eyes which would have blinded him or even
killed him, as was the case of the unfortunate house-

wife?

On the other hand, he could easily have been spot-
ted by thousands of onlookers and, especially, the
press photographers < and there are as many pro-
government ones as anti-government ones - virtually
destroying his credibility as a politician.

The point we would like to make here is that min-
isters rightly enjoy a very high status in our soci- |
ety, as they do in every other. We must realise
that once we adorn these high and exalted posi-
tions we cannot behave or say things we have
been used to as opposition politicians. A lot of
weight goes behind the public position of a minis-
ter. Their statements are records of history.
Therefore, we humbly urge that our ministers I
become far more circumspect about what they say.

in public.

Please don't destroy the value of words.

that the Vajpayee government
had yielded to the Congress
threat and compromised on the
issue of corruption to have an
easier tie in parliament. How
would the electorate, which
gave a clear verdict in favour of
the National Democratic Al-
liance, react to such a dishonest
deal?

I do not know what will be
the fate of the case. But I do
know that if the country has
heard one word, day in and day
out for the past 12 or 13 years, it
is the Bofors. The payoff deal
has been discussed threadbare
that the Bofors in the common
parlance has come to mean cor-
ruption. The 1989 election,
which the Congress lost, was
fought by political parties on
this issue. And there has not
been a session of parliament in
the last decade without the de-
mand for tracing the recipient

of the kickbacks. In fact, if
there was unanimity in the at-
tack on the government, it was
on its inability to get the papers
from Sweden quickly.

o not know why Sonia
" Gandhi has characterised the
¢harfge as some kind of 'politi-
cal vendetta.' She herself chal-
lenged the government a few
months ago to come oul with
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Who's punishing whom?

Sir, Even after 42-hour hartal, the opposition
was still not satisfied. They called another dawn-
to-dusk hartal protesting the government attack
on their party leaders. By attacklnﬁ the opposi-
tion, the government has no doubt shown its
deplorable side. But by declaring another hartal,
the opposition has punished the people and not
the government.

Don't our so-called people-friendly politicians
realise that their programmes and protest affect
only the people and not their opponents? How
long the people of this country wlR continue to be
the scapegoats of politics?

And as for the government, before giving order
o allack the opposition with vengeance, just
pause for a moment to recall that you too were
once the annsitinn and you have been elected to
power for five years -- not forever.

Serina Sara
Banani, Dhaka.

Better late than never

Sir, At last the government has decided to give
consent to people's view and build the NAM con-
ference centre at Chandrima Udyan instead of
Osmany Udyan. I sincerely congratulate the gov-
ernment. They have established that the govern-
ment does often, if not always, care about the

people who have elected them to power.
ell, its never too late to take a right decision.

Abdur Rahman,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

% odok ok ok

Sir, We appreciate that the government has
ﬁnacﬂy decided to let the 11,000 trees of this pol-
luted city of Dhaka to survive and build the NAM
summit centre at Chandrima Udyan. Even
though many of us don’'t understand the justifi-
cation of holding the NAM conference, as it has
lost much of its importance now, but we still con-
gratulate the Euvemmtnt for not to fell the trees.

With ‘th ", 1 have only one thing to say to
the government -- better late than never.

Sharif Rahman.
House#34, Road# 21
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

The Shaheed Minar

Sir, I have read the comment made about the
contribution of Novera Ahmed regarding
Central Shaheed Minar with mixed reaction.

Those who know about late Hamidur Rahman

will all feel disturbed and shocked about the
move taken by some persons to glorify Novera
Ahmed for a ]]nb which she did not do (The DS,
24th October). The Shaheed Minar embodies the
sentiment of the historic Language Movement
and the glorious Liberation War.

Such an attempt to magnify the performance
of otherwise an illustrious sculptress may not
also do justice to her reputation and attainment.
For many years, she was in almost oblivion and
it was a noble effort from some good people to
bring her back. And the generous move of our
Prime Minister, during her stay in Parls, to ask
her to come back to Bangladesh to receive
Ekushey Padak would be impeded to a great
extent. It is also apprehended, if such controver-
sy is allowed to continue, it will also not bring
an¥ benefit to Novera Ahmed.

fully agree with the letter written
Jahanara Hussain published on October 27th.
1999. I had an occasion to know Hamidur

1964-66. His younger

Rahman intimately durin
brother Sayeed Ahmed who was my senior col-
league also let me know about Hamidur
Rahman. His untiring zeal in completing the
work of Central Shaheed Minar, his activities
during his sojourn in London and cities of Italy,
centers of art and culture, are quite well
known and the recent series of articles on the
50 years of art and culture by eminent artist
Aminul Islam in the daily Sangbad also throw
light on Hamidur Rahman and Novera Ahmed’s
association with the late artist. Hamidur
Rahman is dead but his work will remain. We
should not do anything which will be a aiﬁ: of
disrespect to such a noble son of the soil. There
are quite a number of books on Hamidur
Rahman. Renowned personalities have already
acknowledged Hamidur Rahman's pride of per-
formance as the designer of Central Shaheed
Minar.

Afzalur Rahman
House# 14 Road # 4,
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka.

Inside the AL

Sir, As a local observer fed up with excess of
politics inflicted upon the citizens for a decade by
the frustrated politicians, who regained a
foothold to govern the country after years of
autocratic hold. I read with interest the analysis
of Awami League's performance by Prof M
E%ﬂ]liduzzaman (teaching political science in the

AL's internal weaknesses (as analysed) may
trouble AL more than the efforts of the combined
n]ii]positjnn. Hairline cracks might become visible
when it is too late. Political institution-building
programmes, internally and externally, are lag-
ging behind in this land of political instability (a
general weakness in the LDCs), and the increas-
ing internal strifes inside this party are beco
more and more public, with trigger-happy use o
violent means to settle internal feuds. This is
indirectly adversely effecting the general mem-
bers of the public, creating disenchantment and
loss of confidence in precepts and practice.

The overall image of the party is not improv-
lnF. gran the periodsnece for the reha-
bilitation of the name of BB SK Mujibur Rahman:
which is just one of the phases of the revival of
Awami League. Earlier, the party's role in the
opposition was not exemplary; and its struggle
with good governance since 1996 ht be cate-
gorized as mere B grade at best. e party's
vision is oriented more inward than towards
national goals; and ad hocism is just noticeable
when its is not ted.

Lately, in the fourth year of governance, the
impatience and hurry are also noticeable. On the
pnr?'s agenda, there are too many items, and
too little of general public interest, in which non-
Awami ers would be interested; excluding
the usual B » which create more noise
than result. The way the opposition is treated is
not the style in a democratic set-up.

single
psy

If leadership is monopolised one
charismatic . it creates hidden -
chological tensions in the comrades. Long reigns
have post-regime repercussions (one example is
the two 30-year reigns in Indonesia). The space
under the protective umbrella inside AL is crowd-
ed. Exercises are needed for the s of the
legs. More elbow room is also required for relax-
ing with micro achievements of the minor lead-
ers. .

A Local Observer
Dhaka

Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. ‘Fha Edlt-;r muy:m n:t lubmrit; to m;
views The F:'t~: reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.

I wish Rajiv Gandhi had resigned when the accusing finger was directed at him.
Had he owned the moral responsibility for what had gone wrong with the Bofors
gun deal, he might have done better at the polls in 1989 because the people are
generally willing to forgive a person who tenders an apology. He lost because he
did not turn out to be Mr Clean.

any evidence. I do not have to go
over the events of more than a
decade to show how nervous the
Congress has been whenever the
question of Bofors gun has
cropped up. Congress foreign
minister Madhavsinh
Solanki's written request to the
Swedish government to delay
the release of names on the deal
is too recent to be forgotten.

Rajiv Gandhi's involvement
cannot be wished away. When
the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) tried to whitewash
the deal, there was one DMK
MP, Alladi Aruna from Tamil
Nadu, to point the accusing fin-
ger at Rajiv Gandhi. In his dis-
senting note, Aruna quoted
chapter and verse to prove Rajiv
Gandhi's complicity and ques-
tioned the various conflicting
statements made by some for-
mer Prime Ministers.

The Congress has to answer
many questions: Who intro-
duced Ottavio Quattrocchi, an
Italian businessman working
in Delhi, to Bofors? Where,
when and why? His had a hush-
hush contact with Bofors. What

=

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi -

——

job did he do for Bofors between
ovember 1985 when the con-
tract was signed and March

1986 when it was terminated?
The answer is clear. He got the

deal swung in favour of Bofors
and that too in a record time. He
could not have done this with-
out Rajiv Gandhi's su 3

I think the credit o hﬂlﬁeu;f
the case of the Bofors gun
kickbacks into the open should
go to the young, in woman
journalist, Chitra Subra-
manyam. She did not ’ﬁllvc up
even when threatened. The first
time I met her at Geneva nearly
10 years ago, she told me how
she was warned on the tele-
phone and through me ers
that she would be killed if she
did not give up pursuing the
case,

"Aren't
her. She said she was worried.
"But they knew that I have an
assurance from Deep Throat
(who gave her information) that
he will release to the press all
information and documents on
Bofors if they tried to harm
me." The CBI, particularly MD
Sharma and K Madhavan, who
registered the FIR in danua?.
1990, did a satisfactory job.
Still the agency has been on and
off the in&uir_',r, de;:cn% on
who headed the govern at
the Centre.

The credit should also be

' given to BM Oza, India’s ambas-

sador to Sweden at that time. To
the CBI he said: "With the reve-
lation of the evidence that Quat-
trocchi received ‘commissions
from Bofors, 1 have no doubt in

you afraid?” I asked

my mind that they were actu-
ally the bribe money for Rajiv
Gandhi paid by Bofors through

Quattrocchi. He was merely a
conduit for siphoning money.”
I have
material. | have not
why Rajiv Gandhi telephoned
Swedish Prime Minister 1

Carlsson on April 27, IBB?%

uesterd him to terminate the
official probe which the gov-
ernment of India had earlier
requested in view of the u

in the country. Again, why did

Rajiv Gandhi call off the visit of

Bofors officials in July 19877
He had definitely something to
hide when he sed to su

pport
s S inves tion in
Lars Ringberg’ tigation

It is apparent that every-
thing relating to the deal in its
last stages took place in the
Prime Minister's Office, with
Rajiv Gandhi creating two
channels: one, official and the
other, known only to him and
his office. Arun S , then the
Minister of State for Defence,
was probably right in saying
that the government specifi-

ne through reams of
t found

cally told Bofors that there
should not be any middiemen
and that the condition was ac-
cepted by the company. His ref-
erence was to the government
channel. He was not aware of
the second channel.

General Sundarji. after re-
tirement. admitted that he was
told by SK Bhatnagar, then de-
fence secretary, to change the
note in which he had asked the

vernment to threaten cancel-
ation of the contract to force
Bofors disclose the names of
those who received the kick-
backs. Significantly, Bhatna-

was appointed by the Rajiv
andhi government as the
Sikkim governor.

I milr-;h Rajiv Gandhi had re-
signed when the a
wi! directed at mam
owned the moral renpnnslbmg
for what had gone wi
the Bofors gun deal, he might
have done better at the polls in
1989 because the are gen-
erally willing to forgive a per-
son who t an a . He
lost because he did not turn out
to be Mr Clean. One day the full
story will come out, as it did in
1977 after the cy when
many skeletons in ment
cupboard were brought out by
the Shah Commission. What
will then happen to the
Congress or those who are not

allowing the truth to come out
is not difficult to guess.

- OSLO MEETING

Last Leg of Journey of Peace
Israelis and Palestinians

by Harun ur Rashid

RESIDENT Clinton, Prime

Minister Ehud Barak of

Israel and Chairman
Arafat paid a two-day visit to
Oslo (Norway) on 1st November
to commemorate the death of
former Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, the torch bearer
of peace with the Palestinians.
He was assassinated on 2
November in 1995 by a right--
wing Israeli student for
a peace deal with the
Palestinians.

The commemaration cere-
mony led by the Norwegian
Prime Minster in presence of
the King and the Queen of
Norway was a solemn occasion.
Mrs. Lea Rabin, the widow of
the former prime pinister, de-
livered a moving speech. In
turn both Chairman Arafat
and Prime Minister Barak
Elm:‘ljged that they would work

ard to fulfil the task which
was left unfinished by Mr,
Rabin. The Oslo gathering af-
forded the opportunity to have
a series of meetings among the
three leaders, often one to one
basis on the peace process in
the Middle East.

Mr. Rabin, a former General
and chief of armny was the men- |
tor and guide to Prime Ministerf
Barak, another decorated
General and former chief of
army of Israel. He committed
himself , in honour of late Mr.
Rabin, to complete the peace

process with an eye to Israeli
security.

_ Stages of Peace

© Agreement

+ In the tasks ahead. it ap-
pears there are two stages: first
is the frame-work agreement
which will broadly outline the
methodology for peace by
February 13 next year and sec-
ond, the conclusion of final
status agreement by next
September. This appears to be a
tall order since both sides are
far apart on the remaining dif-
ficult issues — final delineation
of borders of Palestinian State,
status of Jerusalem, Jewish
settlements in the West Bank,
rights of water resources and
the return of Palestinian
refugees — as they were six
years ago when they signed the
Oslo Accord in 1993. Much time
was wasted during the
Netanyahu regime.

President Clinton offered to

Oslo meeting has revitalised further the peace process and the
world will watch how the two sides conduct themselves in the

host the last stretch of
tions in January or earl
February if he felt enoug
progress had been made to

arantee success. President

linton wants to see a final
peace a ment prior to the

expiry of his term by 2000. The
US administration has been
geared up to assist both sides
and US mediator Dennis Ross
would fly to the region twice a
month and US retary of
State Madam Albright would
make one, possibly
February to monitor the peace
process. i
The frame-work talks be

on 8th November for four days
in the West Bank town of
Ramalah. The teams' Aare
headed "by "the Palestinian '
Information Minister Abed
Rabbo arid'Israeli diplomat '
Oded Eran.

Nuts and Bolts of the

Issues Involved

Palestine Statehood has
now more or less been m:c?pted
by the Israeli people . If the
Israeli people has the right to
an independent state how can
they deny the same right to the
Palestinians ? This has been a
great change in the minds of
the Israeli ﬁ)en le. The
Palestine State uoc;F is in ac-
cordance with the 1948 resolu-
tion of the UN Security Council
and Chairman Arafat post-
poned the declaration last May
to the deference of the wishes of
the US and European Union.

Now the question is : what
will be the borders of the
Palestinian state ? Sixty per
cent of the West Bank is now
under complete control of
Israelis and the Palestinian
leaders wish to delineate the
border on detailed maps with
the Israelis, otherwise mere ac-
ceptance of the Palestine State
without defined borders has no
meaning to the Palestinians,

otia-

before .

peace negotiations.

. The Palestinian State needs to

be geographically contiguous
andgecununﬂ JI:s.dal:.\vlm Ell':d as
such it must constitute, accord-
ing to the Palestinian leaders,
the lands prior to 1967 war.
Some of-the forty per cent
lands given to Palestinians in
the West Bank are islands in a
sea of Israeli-occupied lands
and to get from one
territory to the next often re-
quires passage thro Israeli
checkpoints. Unless the Israeli
authorities agree to withdraw

«some of the settlements, the

meaningful creation of a con- .
tiguous land mass of the
Palestinian State a %?.m to be
impossible. It wuulg a moth-
eaten Palestinian State.

Given th%fitltatiurr in ghe ¢#~Israeh Abount 650,000 regis-
e delineation of ¢
the final borders: of the

West Bank,

Palestinian State will invari-
ably involve the Jewish settle-
ments authorised by Israel in
the West Bank for the last 32
s and to accommodate the
alestinian wishes,
the Jewish settlements have to
_be dismantled to the anger of
Jewish settlers. This will imply
that there will be Jewish set-
tlements in the West Bank and

" the Palestinians will have to

accept this fact. Therefore a
difficult 'give and take' will be
involved for both sides.
Another emotive issue is the
status of the city of Jerusalem.
The old city of Jerusalem ( east-
ern Jerusalem) is divided into
Arab, Jewish and Christian
and Greek Orthodox sections.
The Palestinians want their
capital of the state to be located
in the eastern Jerusalem, while
the Israelis are opposed vehe-
mently to surrender a part of
Jerusalem to the Palestinians.
Prior to 1967, the old city was
ﬁuverned by Jordan and the
sraelis occupied it after the
1967 war. It is a prize land for

estinian

some of’

e as their holi-
est Solomon temple ( only one
part of the wall of the temple
exists) is located in this part of
the city . A compromise is re-
quired to resolve this sensitive
and highly emotionally
charged matter of partition of
Jerusalem. ( In 1947, Calcutta
city, the capital of united
Bengal, was proposed to be di-
vided between West Be and
erstwhile East Pakistan but the

-Boundary Commission did not
agree.)

Another sensitive and hu-
manitarian issue is the fate of
the forgotten 750,000
Palestinians displaced from
their homes during and shortly
after the creation of the State of

the Jewish peopl

tered Palestinian refugees live
in Lebanon. Lebanon has been
unwilling to offer an ts or
facilities to its Palestine
refugees. Many refugees live in
Syria and Jordan. They wish to
return to their original lands
in Israel . J
Mr. Barak said earlier that
the Palestinian ‘refugees of
1948 after the creation of Israel
would not be allowed to return
to Israel. This delicate issue of
permanent status of the
refugees is to be determined by
Israel and the Palestinians.
Lebanon insists that to be a
party to any discussions over
the future of the refugees as
Lebanon is said to fear bcinF
resented with a fait accompli
or the resettlement of
Palestinian refugees inside
Lebanon, which may upset the
country's Sectarian balance
between the Muslims — Shia
and Sunni — and the Christia-
ns.(Most of the Palestinian
refu are Sunni Muslims).
ater is a quarrel as old as
the stony Biblical hills, and the

water rights between Israelis |

and the Palestinians is another

_"‘* .

by

difficult issue to be resolved. Of
all the points of Israeli-Pa-.
lestinian friction, few are as
entwined in Palestinians’ daily
routine as the water shortage,
Israel controls 80 per cent in
the West Bank and the Gaza

Strga‘

aza buys about five billion
litres of water from- Israel,
Because of overpumpi u-
ndwater in the Gaza p is
dropping to 20cm a year and
salt-water intrusion now ex-
tends several kilometres in-
land from the Mediterranean
Sea. In some areas , a

to health officials. Gaza's
drinking water supply has 10
times the sodium content con-
sidered safe, leading to prob-
lems like kidney ailments and
hypertension.

Israel provides each Palest-
inian in the West Bank only
with 10 litres of water daily,
one-fifth of the uirement
under international standard.
Palestinian officials say that
agart from daily hardship, the
shortage has worrisome lon
effects on their health an
agriculture. Israel , on the other
hand, blames the Palestinians

‘because they have ngt guickly

rehahbili the decrepit water
s(.;ys em in the West Bank and
aza . The Palestinians say
that they are moving as fast as
possible to counter the effects
of three decades of neglect of
pipes and pumping stations
during the Israeli occupation.
To ease the water shortage
problems, there are a few pro-
jects which need to be jointly
co-ordinated by both sides, be-
sides the equitable distribution
and control of acquifers in
West Bank and Gaza,

Conclusion

Some of the issues are no
doubt regional time-bombs and
no one has any real idea how to
defuse them. That was why in
Oslo both Israelis and
Palestinians agreed to avoid
public comments or actions
which will -ause enormous
difficulty for the other side.
Oslo meeting have revitalised
further the peace process and
the world will watch how the
two sides conduct themselves
in the peace negotiations..

The author, a barrister, is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambassad-
or to the UN, Geneva.

OW many of you have
been following the semi-
otics of our politics? The
an:rnment slams election and
egislation and the opposition
reacts by slamming hartal and
demonstration. The govern-
ment sits in the parliament and
the np};-osit.iun boycotts it ses-
sion after session. The ucrpnsi-
tion declares hartal and the
government threatens to resist
it. Every government action has
an equal and opposite reaction
from the opposition and vice
versa. As arrogance is met
arrogance, threat by threat and
casualty by casualty, you would
tend to think you are watching
litical equivalent of Newton's
}l')?urd Law of thermodynamics.
And how many of you know
about the uncertainty principle,
the quantum-mcchanfcal prin-
ciple formulated by Heisenberg?
The principle basically says
that measuring either of two re-
lated quantities, as position

| and momentum or energy and

time, produces uncertainty in
measurement of the other. In so
much as government and op-
position are two related quanti-
ties in politics, you will be baf-
fled to understand one if you try
to understand the other. Why
did BNP and JP patronise a
ﬁﬂn named Ershad Shikdar?
en you would also wonder
how on earth he could have re-
cently joined Awami League in
the presence of a minister, a
whip and many party leaders. If
ou ask why the government
eld the by-election in Farid-
ur, which was not participated
y the opposition, you be
told that BNP and 3'3 had also
held such farcical elections dur-
ing their regimes. And just
when you feel like blaming: the
opposition for boycotting the
parliament or stac
upon hartal on the people, the
homunculus inside fnu starts
ranting that the ruling party
had done same when it was in.

hartal

Semiotics of Politics

by Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

Is there a guiding principle in our politics now besides what
1s common sense: the government wants to remain in power
and the opposition wants to return to it? And that
meanwhile, the two leaders want to settle some

the opposition.

A political society exists, ac-
cording to Aristotle, for noble
actions and it must be aimed at
the highest good of the highest
kind of community, which is
the state. Aristotle further ex-
gnundﬂd that families were

uilt on the two fundamental
relations of man and woman,
master and slave, and that sev-
eral families combined made a
village as several villages com-
bined made a state. In that
sense, politics in twenty-eight
ears ol our independence has
acktracked to where it started:
it has gone back to the families.
The state is no more than an
ency that negotiates tic
tz'lcgud:?r Hear utaft the l:m of
the government and the opposi-
tion carefully to know that
their mutual hatreds run deeper
than political rivalry. The PM's
har e at the par ent last
Tuesday, which was spiked with,
unsavory innuendoes directed
at the leader of the opposition,
may be treated as the latest evi-
dence

And you must never under-
mine the of hatred in pol-
itics! Aristotle tells us the story
of Euripedes who was accused of
halitosis by Demanichus in the
court of Archelaus, King of

Macedon. The king sympa-
thised with an enr Euri-
pedes, and allowed him to

scourge Decamnichus for his
rudeness. Decamnichus, after

of their old scores?

waiting many years, joined in a
successful plot to the king;
but Euripedes had died by then.
Thus the bad, blood, which
started over bad breath, ended
in bloodbath and toppled a king
from the throne!

The upshot of the story is
that politics being the art or
science of exercising or seeking
power in the government or
public affairs of the state is of-
ten sullied by the silly inten-
tions of the politicians. Machi-
avelli, the great master of polit-
ical maneuvering, cautioned in
Prince that in the absence of
guiding principle, politics be-
comes a naked struggle for
power. Is there a guiding princi-
ple in our politics now besides
what is common sense: the gov-
ernment wants to remain in
power and the opposition wants
to return to it? And that mean-
while, the two leaders want to
settle some of their old scores?

The tragedy is that the naked
struggle for power is diffusing
itself into many more families,
engaging them in their own bit-
ter feuds. An aspiring youth got
killed in old Dhaka in alleged
rivalry with his own maternal
uncle. In Faridpur, another ma-
ternal uncle was offended when
his nephew had el with his
daughter. The trate man not
only pummeled his nephew to
death but also mangled his
male member with bricks in an
uncontrollable rage. In election

times the struggle for power be-
comes even more naked when
close relativés contest each
other from the same con-
stituency. :

Which means if the families
once consecrated the state, the
state now desecrates the fami-
lies. The state, which was cre-
ated to uphold the family values
as an institutions, now trickles
its nihilistic values down to the
families. Sadly though that re-
versal is taking place through
politics as public leaders, push-
ing private agenda, have tar-
nished its glory. In 1939,
Chairman Mao Tse-tung of
China said in reversible trench
coat phrase, "Politics is war
without bloodshed while war is
politics with bloodshed.” That
is what politics was meant to be
at least in a democracy, a blood-
less way of sorting out differ-
ences amongst the people of dis-
cordant proclivities. y would
a former speaker need the bless-
ings of a deadly killer to do
that? Why would a former head
of the state, the highest office-
holder of the highest commu-
nity, during his visit, endear-
ingly ask whereabouts of the
scumof a city?

The aim of the state, argues
Aristgle in Politics is to pro-
duce @ultured gentlemen, which
it did tn the Athens of Pericles.
The lace, who had no cul-
ture, turned against these gen-
tlernan, and their bigotry, after

the death of Socrates, brought
an end to the age of gentlemen
politics. Eventually, Athens
remained the centre of ancient
culture, but political power
went elsewhere.

Former US vice-president
Hubert Hump observed dur-

the lowest point of his polit-
ical career, "To err is human but
to blame it on someone else is
politics.” It's fine if the politi-
cians make a mistaks or two
and try to blame it on someone
else, which may be crucial for
survival in their slippery trade.
Why should a former speaker
need the blessings of a goon to

"do that? Why should a former

head of the state, the highest of-
ficeholder of the highest com-
munity, during his visit, en-
dearingly inquire whereabouts
of the scum of a city? But why
should politicians need fighting
cadres and an attitude to dimin-
ish the opponent? Intransi-
gence is when someone refuses
to compromise, and arrogance
is when one refuses to negotiate.
Politicians need resolve in
their character, not rigidity in
their comportment.

To ask you the last science
question of the day, how many
of you have heard about the
Brownian motion? It is the
random motion of small col-
loidal particles suspended in a
liquid or gas medium, caused by
the collision of the medium's
molecules with the particles.
The collisions in our collusive
politics have created a void
where colloidal particles of our
angst and despair are showing
their random movements. The
state has jarred loose the farui-
lies and the families are jarring
loose the individuals. In this
helter-skelter, to further dissect
the Athenian example, we
might get drawn more into pali-
tics while the power goes else-
where.

The author is a banker,



