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Sharif charge

Nawaz Sharif

ISLAMABAD, Nov 11: A spe-
cial anti-terrorist court will
hear charges of treason and
kidnappin or higlackin
against Pakistan's depose

premier Nawaz Sharif and

* seven others. If convicted they

could be sentenced to life in
prison or death, reports AP.

The charges were filed with
.police in the southern port city
of Karachi after midnight on
Thursday accusing Sharif and
seven others of treason and in
the case of kidnapping involv-
ing an airliner — hijacking.

He also was charged with as-
sembling people with the pur-
pose of committing murder and
physical endangerment, both
charges carry a lesser prison
term.

d with treason

The charges, laid by the mil-
itary government nearly one
month after overthrowin
Sharif in a swift and peacefu
coup, stem from an Oct. 12
episode in which the passenger
aircraft returning Army Chief
Gen. Pervez Musharraf to Pak-
istan was refused landing rights
in the southern port city of
Karachi.

Also on board the passenger
airliner were 200 passengers
and crew members, includin
more than 40 students from US-
«operated international schools
throughout Pakistan, attended
by children of US diplomats.

Eventually the aircraft
landed, but with barely 10
minutes of fuel remaining, ac-
cording to Musharraf and avia-

tion officials.

A disgruntled army over-
threw Sharif's unpopular gov-
ermnment on Oct. 12 after the ex-

prime minister fired Musharraf

and tried to induct a junior gen-
eral and close ally as the new
military chief.

Sharif has been in army cus-
tody since the coup. '

e Clinton administration
appealed Wednesday for protec-
tion of legal rights of the ac-
cused.

"We have continued to raise
our concerns with Pakistani
authorities about former prime
minister Sharif's well-bein
and our concern he be amnrdﬁ?
due process,” the Deputy State
Department spokesman James

See Page 12 Col 5
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PM arrives
in Durban

From Toufique Imrose
Khalidi

DURBAN, South Africa, Nov
11: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina arrived in this Indian
Ocean city to attend the opening
ceremony of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
Meeting [(CHOGM) tomorrow.

Foreign: Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. PM's Principal
Secretary Dr S A Samad, For-
eign Secretary CM Shafi Sami
and PM's Press Secretary
Jawadul Karim are accompany-
in5 her as members of the ufg-
cial delegation.

President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa heads a distin-
guished list of speakers at the
opening ceremony of the
CHOGM, officials here said.

The other speakers will be
Commonwealth Secretary-gen-
eral Chief Emeka Anyaoku,
Prime Minister of Singapore
Goh Chok Tong, Prime ter
of Jamaica P
Britain's Queen Elizabeth I,
Head of the Commonwealth.

Briefing journalists on the
CHOGM to be held from
November 12-15, Chief
Anyaoku also outlined topics
likely to come up during the
discussions, including the spe-
cial theme, People-Centred
Development: The Challenge of

See Page 12 Col &

BNP threatens
civil disobedience
movement

By Staff Correspondent

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
said the opposition will start
‘civil disobedience movement'
and will not go to court for bail
if the current trend of filing of
false cases and harassment of
BNP leaders and activists con-
tinued,

He said unspecified number
of leaders and activists of BNP
and its front organisations
across the country could not
stay and sleep at their respec-
tive homes due to police ha-
rassmernt.

More than 5.000 ?art_',r ac-
tivists in the capital cannot

See Page 11 Col 5

Patterson and .

Globalisation, democracy and
good governance main issues

DURBAN, South Africa, Nov
11: The Commonwealth cannot
flout its own principles what-
ever the circumstances in
Pakistan may be, Secretary-
general Chiel Emeka Anyaoku
said today.

“l believe Commonwealth
cannot depart from the basic
principles,” Chief Anyaoku told
a press conference here ahead of
the biggest ever summit of the
o4-nation grouping starting
tomorrow.

The gathering of 47 heads of
government - the largest ever -
and 52 national delegations is
expected to discuss an increas-
ingly broadened agenda includ-

~ing democracy. -good. gover-.

nance, human rights, globalisa-
tion, debt relief, economic de-
velopment and small states.
“People-Centred

Development: the Challenge of
Globalisation™ has been chosen
as the theme for this year's
CHOGM. The host President
Thabo Mbeki has said the is-

From Toufique Imrose Khalidi

sues at stake will be globalisa-
tion, democracy and gover-
nance.

Pakistan has already been
barred from the summit and
remains suspended from all
sorts of inter-governmental
nﬁ:etings‘ a decision taken by
the

Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group (CMAG) immedi-
ately after the October 12 mili-
tary coup that toppled the
elected government of Prime
Minister Mian Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif.

But Chief Anyaoku said a
decision would come only from
the Commonwealth heads. of
government meeting (CHOGM) -
after considering the report
from the C-MAG whose four
members went to Pakistan late
last month.

He also att&pped short of say-
ing that a decision to expel
Pakistan was forthcoming as
the Commonwealth did in case
of Nigeria in 1995 after a mili-

tary take-over. He also did not
disclose the contents of the C-
MAG report for the CHOGM.
“The ministerial mission
was engaged in quite construc-
tive discussions with the mili-
t regime ... I myself had a
talk with General (Parvaiz)
Musharraf ... should engage in
further discussions. The ques-
tion (of expulsion) comes onl
after that,” Chief Anyaoku said.
At a special meeting con-
vened by the secretary-general
on October 18, the Group de-
cided to suspend Pakistan from
its Councils and decided that
four of its ministers (Canada
Barbados, Ghana, and

Malaysia) shauld.- travel to.
Pakistan as soon as possible.

Their two-day mission to

Pakistan took place from 28-29

October.

*C-MAG will have one last
opportunity to review its rec-
ommendations to Common-

wealth Heads of Government an

See Page 12 Col 1

Golden J ubilee celebrations _qf Notorq_]f_)ame celleg_f

A farce is going on in the

name of edn: President

Dismissing the present edu-
cation systemn as timeworn,
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
yesterday said cancerous irreg-
ularity and immoral acts
gripped country's entire educa-
tional sector, reports UNB.

"Erosion of moral values in
society is very painful. As the
ideological viewpoints are not
clear, a total farce is going on in
the name of education,” he said
in a swinging comment on the
academic debacle.

Addressing the inaugural
function of Golden Jubilee cele-

brations of Notre Dame College.
the president lamented that in
some educational institutions
there are terrorism, arms race
and even killings in the name
of student politics.

"What a family, society and
country could expect from those
involved in such activities,"
asked Shahabuddin.

The president listed the rea-
sons behind the cancerous sit-
uation in the education sector
and said the irregularity going
on in the education sector can-
not be good for the nation.

The reasons are; coming to

CSM-IGS (CANADA) offers Executive MBA
Program for Bangladeshi students

CSM Institute of Graduate Studies
(Canada) offers Executive MBA
Program for Bangladeshi students
from November 1999. This external
program provides 16 months (4
semesters) study for entrepreneurs,
executives, managers, bankers,
lawyers, doctors, engineers, govem-
ment & NGOs, defense personnel, and
also for fresh graduates to develop an
understanding of modern business
environment and to face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century business
world.

CSM-IGS offers Executive MBA

Program through its South Asia branch
(TASMAC) Pune, India. In

Bangladesh, Institute for Resource
Development (IRD) is authorized to
run this program. IRD is a non-profit,
independent academic institution,
opportunities to students of varied

TASMAC, which has branches in
many countnes of the world including
Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Nepal and
Maldives, was established in 1990,
and is foday rated amongst the finest

institutes in india.

Classes for the Executive MBA
Program will be held in evenings
between 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. on every
Friday, Saturday and Tuesday or
Thursday. Faculty members are
selected from corporate sectors as
well as from renowned private/public

Fnal degree cerfificates and tran-

scripts will be issued by CSM-IGS
Headquarter, Toronto, Canada in
accordance with its Charters and
Permits.

Candidates having at least a grad-
uation from any field may apply.
However, four years work '
at the executive level will be given
preference.

Total cost for this Executive MBA
Program is USD 2,000 (approximately
taka 98,600). Last date for application
is November 26 and viva voce test will
be held on November 27 at 6:00 p.m.
For details, anyone may contact the
head office of Institute for Resource
Development (IRD), House 67A, Road
8A (new), 15 (old), Dhanmondi,
Dhaka; tel: 9126096 or 018-219113
(office is open during holidays includ-
ing Fiday). |

IRD is also offering some other
courses like, a weeklong certificate
course on “Business English for
Professionals”, a post-graduate course
in Business Administration (Shorter
MBA Program) under a British curmicu-
lum, BBA Program (4 years) under
National University, and Diploma in
Computer Engineering (3 years) and
Pre-BBA Program (2 years HSC-BM)
under Bangladesh Technical
Education Board.

IRD maintains high quality of edu-
cation supervised by American teach-
ers. It has two in Dhaka
City equipped with modem fumniture,
air-conditioning, rich library and com-
puter-iaboratory.

classes without preparations,
not being present and giving
lessons to students at classes
regularly, suggesting students to
use notebooks to prepare for ex-
aminations, private tuition to

increase income without giving
proper lesson to students, copy-
ing in the examinations, delay-
ing the examinations without
enough reason, session jams,
misuse of time before and after
the examinations and unneces-
sary delays in announcing ex-
amination results.

“There does not exist an at-
mosphere congenial to giving or
taking lessons in the educa-
tional institutions,”
Shahabuddin told his campus
audience,

Underscoring the need for
higher education, he said there
is a great need to give attention
to the country's higher educa-
tion.

Because, the skilled man-
power needed to run public and

See Page 12 Col 2

The man in lungi collecting 'beat’ money at Choimile
under Fultala thana for the policemen waiting on their
motorbikes (not in picture) on the other side of the road.

—Star photo
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INSIDE TODAY

COMMENT

Kuldip Nayar writes on the
infamous Bofors scandal in
Bofors: The Sidekicks Story

FOCUS

Senior UNHCR official
Shamsul Bari recounts
a refugee situation in
Budapest ten years back
that eventually changed
the course of

European history

SUPPLEMENT
A two-page special

on the Golden Jubilee

of Notre Dame College

PHOTO FEATURE

Scenes of Dhaka last week
depicts the turbulent time the
capital went through last week
during the opposition-enforced

dawn-to-dusk hartals

for three consecutive days
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The trees at the Osmany Udyan are saved, at least for the time
the 'dyan has been at the receiving end
long will the winged beauty

Tragic death
of 2 cadet
college boys

From Staff Correspondent
I SYLHET, Nov 11: Two stu-
dents of Sylhet Cadet College
were crushed under a roller on
the college ground this morn-
ing.

g'1"1‘:|v.‘: victims are Iqbal, 13,
Ison of Mostafizur Rahman of
Manipurghat, Kishoreganj and
Reza, 13, son of Dr Moinuddin
Ahmed of village Munshirhat
under Patharghata thana in

. |Barguna district.

Sources in the college said,
Icllhal and Reza, both students o
class VII. went to the field to at-
tend a routine parade in the
morning. The parade ended at
6-15 am, but Igbal and Reza
along with some other students
of the same class started pul
the roller, kept on one side o
the field. Suddenly they went
under the roller and were run
over by it.

Igbal died on the spot. Reza

as rushed to Sylhet MAG
See Page 12 Col 8

_Systematic extortion all the wa

Police collect over Tk 32 lakh a day from trucks in one route alor}e

~ eroac

continue to buck the odds?

The Osmany Udyan, a park
managed by the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC), is in a bad
shape though a change in gov-
ernment decision has sa the
park from being the site of a
convention centre for the Non-
aligned Movement (NAM)
Summit.

The park is yet to be freed of
a number of structures and en-
hers, th&-lattﬂ"hth‘ng
Titas Gas Cumlaany which

ver' a siZeable area, raising
walls.

The NAM convention centre
will now be built at Sher-e-Ban-
Fal Nagar at the site of the trade

air beside the Chandrima
Udyan.
The change in government

jungle

the
took

being, but the park remains endangered. The pond at
of a sewerage network. DCC wisdom! (Bottom left)

A chirping bird, but how

— Star photo

A little more attention, please

By Shehab Ahmed

decision followed citizens'
protest against construction of
the convention centre. They
demanded retention of the only
open space between old and new
parts of the city amid a concrete

ut a slum reportedly man-
aged by certain railway em-
ployees and a 'mess’ for 35 peo-
ple adjacent to a ‘rallway .

mosquie’ “are there. A mosque. =

committee headed Lt
rai!wa;r employee collects a
mnnthg rent of Tk 350 from
each 'boarder’ of the mess,
sources said. Although there are
at least three mosques in the
surrounding areas, none knows
gh;:ir the tin shed mosque was
uilt.

by a retir

An Awami League office be-
side the Golapshah mosque and
a former railway club, later
converted into a ‘Muktijoddha
Sangsad Club’, occupy portions
of the park. The central office of
ruling Awami League is just on
the opposite side of the road.

Beside the Muktijoddha
Club, a few squatters live in
their plastic shanties.

“But the shabby park with a

small dirty pond and hundreds
offtrees is still home to varieties

of birds intluding several pairs

of egrets.
'ﬁ:‘f birds find the park a

perfect sanctuary, feasting on
insects, worms and aquatic life
including some small fish that

See Page 12 Col 6

It's an AL-Siddiqui fight

A day in Tangail-8 constituency
By Nazmul Ashraf, back from Tangail

Awami League has virtually
launched a ‘war’ against
Bangabir Kader Siddiqui Bir
Uttam over the ensuing parlia-
mentary by-election in Tangail.

Siddiqui is facing a tough
challenge from the ng party,
in stead of its candidate, in the
by-polls scheduled for
November 15.

An AL-Siddiqui 'battle’ is
brewing as the polls date is
nearing, Both the sides are con-
sidering the by-election as a
‘prestige-fight’.

Ending his long-drawn bat-
tle with the ruling party hierar-
chy, Siddiqui resigned from
parliament recently, necessi-
tating the by-election to
Tangail-8 seat
1996 election on AL ticket. He
was later expelled from the
garéy on disciplinary ground.

iddiqui is contesting the by-
polls as an independent candi-

By Staff Cﬂrrespondeﬁt

date.
Its leadership challenged by
Siddiqui, the ruling party

seems to have laid utmost im-
portance to the by-polls, putting
all its might behind party can-
didate Shawgat Momen
Shahjahan.

The Tangail-8 constituency
comprising Shakhipur and
Bashail thanas is now vibrat-
ing with frequent visits by rul-
ing party heavyweights.

The AL launched a special
drive to win over voters only re-
cently while its expelled leader
has been seeking re-election
soon after he resigned from par-
liament on August 29,

With only three days left for
the p{:llin%_; camp ng is now
on its highest pitch. The AL is
trying to weaken Siddiqui's
stronghold for long while
Siddiqui struggling to consoli-
date his strength in the area
where his courageous role dur-
ing the War of Liberation is al-
most a legend.

Dr S A Malek, Political
Adviser to the Prime Minister,
is in the constituency for more
than a week now. He is backed
by some 20 junior leaders of the
party in an extensive campaign.

During a day-long visit at
Shakhipur and Bashail on

Page 11 Col 4

e had won in-

During a recent visit to a truck terminal in D

The Daily

Star correspondent was confronted by a group of truck drivers. “

You (newsmen) always brand us as u

¥, uncaring and even

killers,” said a truck driver. “ Why don’t you write about our

Elig’ht. Come with us on a trip an

arassment we go though.”

The Daily Star then decided to send a
their identity. They went up to

Khulna from Dhaka and filed this report.

rapher in a truck, concealin

see for yourself how much
reporter and a photog-

The entire process is effi-
cient, disciplined and surpris-
ingly well laid out. The 335 km
rnag from Dhaka to Khulna is
systematically earmarked at
dJi,ff:rcnl points by roadblocks.
For an ordin passerby. the
roadblocks might look reassur-
ing as there are police posted at
most of those.

For the truck driver whose
identity is not given here for
various reasons, it was a usual
‘police beat’. The driver had to
Ea}r in exchange for a ‘coded to-

en’ bearing a date of expiry.
With 30 years of ence, the
driver said that not a single
truck out of the estimated
50,000 in the country is ex-
empted from this.

e truck loaded with iron
rods was stopped at 11 points
during the trip and police, in
collaboration with labour
unions, extracted a total of Tk
650. On an average, 5.000 such

trucks ply the route day
and the daily toll stands at a
staggering Tk 32,50,000. Trucks
carrying cattle and other
things, such as vegetables, have
to paﬁlmnre.

“Thousands of passenger
buses also pay the police in a
different arrangement because,
with people on board, those are
not stopped on the road,” said
the driver. “ Crores of taka are
this way and its share reaches
the est level.”

In exchange for the tolls, the
drivers enjoy utmost liberty on
the roads. They can overload,
drive faulty vehicles and rfﬂ
away with criminal activities
on the roads. Their r:latinnahll::
with police is based on paymen
of tolls, which is rcﬂﬁad in
their lack of respect for law

‘men along the routes.

The truck carrying The

Daily Star reporter was first
See Page 11 Col 6
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