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Opposition's
'Demonstration
Day' today

By Staff Correspondent
The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will observe countrywide
"Demonstration Day" today to
rotest the alleged attempts on
ives of three senior BNP lead-
ers during hartal on Monday.
As part of the programme,
the BNP, Jatiya party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islami Oikya Jote
will hold separate public rallies
and bring out processions in di-
visional, district and thana
headquarters.
In Dhaka, the BNP will hold
a rallf' at Muktangan at 3:30 pm

and later bring out a proces-
sion.
The JP will hold rally at

Kalabagan, Jamaat at the North
ate of Baitul Mukarram
osque and 10J at Purana Pal-

tan crossing.

Meanwhile, an emergency
joint meeting of the BNP Na-
tional Executive Committee,
city BNP and front organisa-
tions will be held at 11 am today
at 29 Minto Road.

Sirajganj bypolls
8 including two

from AL submit
nominations

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Nov 10: Eight
candidates, including two from
Awami League. submitted nom-
ination papers for parliamen-
tary by-election in the
Sirajganj-5 Constituency to-
day.
FNDHE from opposition BNP
and Jamaat-e-Islami filed

nomination.

Hasibur Rahman Swapan
and Choyan Islam submitted
nomination papers from the
ruling Awami ague. Other
candidates are Andul Wadud
Khokan of Jatiya Party led by
Ershad, Amirul Islam of Jatiya
Party led by Monju, Abdul
Mohaimen of National Awami
Party, Abdul Hye Sarker of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal and
Ismail Hussain.

Two AL candidales submnit-
ted nomination papers sepa-
rately. Hasibur Rahman
Swapan who was voted to par-
llament on BNP ticket in the
last general elections lost the
seat, as he joined the govern-
ment of Sheikh asina.
However, he secured nomina-
tion from the Awami lLeague
Tuesday.

Swapan, accompanied by
several hundred supporters.,
filed nomination yesterday:.

But the Sirajganj district
unit of the AL refused to accept
Swapan as their party candi-
date. District president Choyan
Islam submitted nomination
paper while general secretary

Halimul Huq accompanied
him. Several thousand sﬂppnrt-

ers Iollowed them to the office
of the Returning Officer.

Khaleda
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liv}sls and a large number of lo-
ca ple were also seen wear-
ing black badges.

A large number of people and
opposition activists gathered
when Khaleda Zia arrived
there.

Family members of late
Rina Begum burst into tears
when Khaleda Zia arrived at
their residence. She consoled
Rina's husband Sabuj Ahmed
and other family members. She
also took Rina's two-year-old
daughter Ria and 7-year-old
son Anik on her lap and com-
forted them. She stayed at the
house for sometime and in-
quired about them.

The body of Zakir Hossain
was brought from hospital
when Khaleda Zia went at his
house. She prayed for salvation
of the departed soul and con-
soled the bereaved family
members.

Later, addressing the local
eople and party activists
riefly in front of Rina's pater-

nal house, Khaleda Zia said the
government wants to stay in
power by Kkilling innocent peo-
ple and opposition activists,

"But the days of this auto-
cratic government are num-
bered. It will not be able to stay
in power because people have
united to dislodge it immedi-
atelg.' she said.

he blamed police for
killing Rina and ruling party
“terrorists” for killing gakir
Ahmed,

She condemned the killings
and demanded proper investi-
Eatinn and punishment of the

illsc;'ls.

e called upon the people to
give a befitting reply to pguv—
ernment’s "atrocities” by inten-
sifytn% the Opposition move-
ment lor its resignation.

The former prime minister
said a mr.-mnrla]] laque will be
constructed for an Rina Begum if
the BNP is voted to power again.

The BNP Chairperson was
accompanied by party leaders
Mirza Abbas, Amanullah
Aman MP., Nazimuddin A!.m
MP, city BNP joint convenor
Abdus am, Lokman Hossain

Bhuiyan and Emran Suleh
Prince.

hartal victims.

Warrants for arrest of 24

KHULNA. Nov 10; Report of
the three-member high-pow-
ered probe committee on bene-
ficiaries of Ershad Shikdar was
not submitted to the govern-
ment today. The report will be
submitted tomorrow, said a top
ranking KMP official.

Ershad Shikdar will have to
appear before the courts every-
day from next month in con-
nection with the cases so far
filed against him. .

Eleven cases have so far been
revived and four more will be
revived tomorrow, the source
said.

Shikdar will again be
brought to Khulna next month
to enable him to appear before
the courts, the source added.

Chuadanga Sadar thana po-
lice arrested another accom-

lice of Ershad Shikdar on

uesday night. He was identi-
fied as Saidur Rahman Saeed,
32, of Roypara under Khulna
thana, said a source in KMP.

DC (Hg) Abdullah Azad said
today that Noor-e-Alam, chief
bodyguard of Ershad. will be
sent to Kushtia district jail to-

Probe bodjr may submit
report on Shikdar's
beneficiaries today

From Staff Correspondent

morrow after recording another
part of his statement under 164.
He was brought here from
Kushtia district jail last month
to face Ershad during interroga-
tion. He was arrested in August
from Skid Ghat area.

UNB adds: Khulna
Metropolitan Police have sent
arrest warrants against 24 ac-
complices of Ershad Shikdar to
all police stations across the
country,

"They were also involved in
the criminal activities, includ-
ing murders and went into hid-
ing just after Shikdar's arrest,"
KMF sources said.

The accused are Jamai
Farooque, Nasir Khan, Yunus,
Barek Commander, Mujibur
Rahman Shikdar, Ashral Bara
Mia (Shikdar's elder brother),
Noori alias Noor Mohammad,
Phenci Mona, Joynal. Sohrab,
Ayub Ali Munshi, Bappa alias
Babu, Jalil, Nazrul Islam, M
Arab Ali, Mona, Abdul Barek
Khan, Mukto alias Mokhtar,
Moon, Abdul Mannan Sharif,
Moti, Alam, M Iskandar Ali
and Habib Sardar.
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cent past. Even the student or-
ganisations of ruling Awami
League and opposition BNP
brought out peaceful proces-
sions on the campus yesterday.”

Asked to explain reasons
behind taking examinations on
the day certain students' organ-
isations had called strike on
the campus recently, the VC
said, "Otherwise, the university
will once again be exposed to
serious session jam.”

He however said arrange-
ments will be made for those
who could not sit for the exam-
inations due to the strike.

Asked what is the use of an-
tagonising certain student or-
ganisations if arrangements
are to be made for the same ex-
aminations once again, Prof.
Chowdhury said, "Well, the stu-
dent bodies are now considering
that they would keep examina-
tions out of the purview of their
strike. They recently told me so.
This is. I think, the result of my
decision to take examinations
on those days.”

Referring to a recent report
in which the Dhaka University
was ranked 37th among univer-
sities _in the Asia-Oceania re-
gion, he said : | am not compla-
cent about it. But it is a very big
news for us, especially when the
country unfortunately has a
much lower status across the
globe.”

In this connection he said
that his administration had
taken a lot of measures to im-

rove academic atmosphere for

th the teachers and the stu-
dents. The measures include
opening of certain new depart-
ments, increased allocation for
research, computerisation of
certain departments. linkin
the university library wit
world famous ones through in-
ternet.

Asked about the result of his
more-than-one-year-old move
to stop unauthorised consul-
tancy by teachers, Prof.
Chowdhury said, some 10 per
cent of about 1000 teachers are
still involved in unauthorised
consultancy. “But the situation
improved recently. In last two-
three months. many teachers
secured prior permission of the
authorities concerned for doing
consultancy.”

He however admitted that a
large number of heads of de-
partments and institutes failed
to submit lists of teachers in-
volved in unauthorised consul-

| tancy. "We will soon institu-

V(C: Pm frustrated

tionalise the monitoring sys-
tem.”

The VC said he was planning
to hold election of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) ‘as soon as pos-
sible’.

There has been no election of
DUCSU since 1990, and the one
elected that year was dissolved
in 1997.

He was asked to comment on
the allegation that the ruling
party backed Bangladesh Chha-
tra League did not allow its po-
litical opponents to carry out
their programmes on the cam-
pus and systematically ha-
rassed them in the dormitories.
The VC said he was not aware of
such incidents. “If it so hap-
pens, | will definitely take ac-
tion.”

Turning to the issue of
DUCSU election again, the VC
said he will definitely try to
hold the polls. "But I will not
announce elections until and
unless rights of all student
groups are equally established
on the campus and in the dor-
mitories.”

Tender box

looted from
Dental College

By Staff Correspondent

Hoodlums broke open the
tender box of the DenlaPCnH e
Hospital and snatched away the
schedule papers from it yester-
day aftermoon, official sources
and witnesses said.

Earlier, the authorities of
the had invited the tender for
shifting its medical equipment
from its premises to its newly
constructed building at Mirpur
14. officials said.

AM College BCL
leader's hand,
leg severed

MYMENSINGH, Nov 10:
Armed hoodlums severed a
hand and a leg of a BCL leader of
Anandamohan College here
this evening, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Apu, a BCL faction leader of AM

College.
Witnesses and police said the
hooligans caught Apu near S

Nazrul Islam College in the
town when he was going riding
a motorbike. They severed his
right hand and left leg by sharp
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| weapon and fled the scene.

e was immediately admit-
ted to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital. His condition
was stated to be critical.

Police apprehended that ri-
w.lé'lv_'l between two BCL factions
might be the cause behind the

| attack.

BNP brought out a mourning procession in the city yesterday after gaybana janaza for the

— Star photo

Gayebana Janaza
for hartal

victims held
By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance yesterday held a
'%ayehﬂna Janaza’ in the city for
those killed during the three-
day hartal.

The janaza was held at the
south gate of Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque after Asr
prayers for housewife Rina Be-
gum, BNP activists Masudul
Haq Shanto, Mohammad Babul
and Zakir Hossain.

Jativatabadi Ulema Dal
leader Moulana Nesarul Hag
conducted the janaza.

BNP leaders Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain, Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Tariqul Is-
lam, Lt Gen (Retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, M Shamsul Islam MP,
M K Anwar MP and Amanullah
Aman MP, Jatiya Party Chair-
man H M Ershad, central lead-
ers Kazi Firoz Rashid and
Maidul Islam, Jamaat leaders
Mohammad Kamaruzzaman
and ATM Azharul Islam, Jagpa

resident Shafiul Alam Prod-
an, NDA chairman Nurul Ha
Majumder and others attend
thelzllanaza.
owever, Islami Oikya Jote
leaders didn't attend the janaza.

Later, the BNP, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami brought
out separate mourning proces-
sions wearing black gadgts
which paraded main city
streets.

Ctg mass killing

Warrant of arrest
against seven

accused policemen

CHITTAGONG, Nov 10: Chi-
ttagong Metropolitan Magis-
trate’'s Court today issued
warrant of arrest against seven
policemen accused in the 1988
Chittagong Mass Killing Case,
reports UNB.

The policemen are then —
Patrol Inspector JC Mondal,
constables Mustafizur Rahman,
Abdus Salam, Momtaj Uddin.
Shah Mohammad Abdullah,
Bashiruddin and Prodip Barua.
Th2y were suspended on
Monday.

The court issued the arrest
warrant upon a prayer by a CID
official and fixed January 2,
2000 for hearing of the case,

All set for Durban summit from tomorrow

Civil society leaders call for

stronger voice of the people

DURBAN, South Africa, Nov
10: All Commonwealth roads
are leading to the scenic coast-
line of this southern city as 54
heads of governments from
former British colonies are
meeting here for a three-day bi-
ennial summit to talk democ-
racy and devise the agenda for
the new millennium.

In the build-up to the No-
vember 12-14 summit (CHOGM),
there have been conferences
and meetings galore bringin
together hundreds of key civi
society actors and organisa-
tions with Commonwealth-
wide presence who have vowed
to push for a more pro-people
development agenda for the 1.7
billion inhabitants.

In one such key event, more
than 250 civil society leaders
from Commonwealth countries
including Bangladesh ended
their three-day deliberations

From Toufique Imrose Khalidi

Monday with a call for a
stronger voice of the people on
how they should be governed
and what role they should play.

“The people sitting in those
chairs are citizens just like us
except for the fact we have
elected them to run the affairs
of the state,” said Graca
Machel, wife of Nelson Mandela
and the former Mozambique
first lady, in her stimulating
concludin remi:lﬂ:ls to the

thering of NGO leaders.
ga'I‘l'n: issue at stake at the
Third Commonwealth NGO
Forum was “The People’s Futu-
re: Citizens and Governance in
the New Millennium”.

The CHOGM theme this year
has the same tune: “People
Centred Development: the
Challenge of Globalisation”.
The host head of government,
President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa, has cha:_'ted the

flobalisa-
gover-

conference issues —
tion, democracy an
Nnarice.

Commonwealth Secretary-
General Chief Anyaoku titled
his address to the NGO meeting,
"The People’s Commonwealth”.

Chief Anyaoku told the
opening ceremony of the Forum
on Saturday that the
Commonwealth could increase
its relevance to its members
only by securing the commit-
ment of all its people as well as
all its governments. "We live in
a world in which the enterprise
of government cannot be car-
ried out by government offi-
cials alone.

"It has to be shared between
elected political leaders and the
citizens in their organisa-
tions,” said Dr Kumi Naidoo,
secretary-general of World
Alliance for Citizen Partici-

See Page 11 Col 6

Durban summit
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In one of many fringe events
ahead of the November 12-14

summit, an international con-
ference on small states takes
place tomorrow here in Durban.

As the high-profile cam-
Eaign reaches its peak, there

ave been suggestions that the
two tough contenders be al-
lowed to personally present
their cases to the heads of gov-
ernment before the vote takes
place, top Commonwealth offi-
cials here said.

If accepted, this would be a
major shift from tradition in
the 50th year of the London
Declaration which gave birth to
the modern Commonwealth.

"I feel the democratic prin-
ciples should equally be applied
to all areas. There's a need for
the Commonwealth to be on
sound democratic principles ...
if it is applicable to the na-
tional context it should be to
the multilateral context as
well,” Sobhan said, comment-

ing on the possibility of both
candidates appearing before the
heads of governments.

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina arrives tomorrow to at-
tend the summit while the team
of senior officials is already in
Durban for tomorrow's meet-

ing.
Different
Durban

Meanwhile, a strong security
blanket wraps the city of Dur-
ban, home to more than a mil-
lion people of mixed origin and
known for its vulnerability to
crime often accumpaniedy by
violence.

Officials tasked with pro-
tecting the heads of government
say they are "taking no risks”
and have planned “ultimate
protection”.

The authorities have
blocked all roads leading to the
major hotels where heads and
other delegates will be staying.

As Durban wears a different
look to greet guests who include
Queen Elizabeth

11. the city's disgruntled
denizens lament the fact that
the goods days would not last
long. "Now that the Queen is
coming, everything is cleared,”
said 69-year old Jean Brown,
fed up with the rising crimes
and violence in this beautiful

| beach [ront city.

DU expels five

From page |

year BSS (Honours) in Political
Science; Md Abul Kashem
Chowdhury Shishir, second
year (Honours) in Political Sci-
ence, and Ishtiag Ahmed
Shimul, BBA (Marketing) sev-
enth semester. An outsider, Su-
jan, and his accomplices were
directly involved' in the kid-
napping.

The authorities also decided
to serve notices asking the three
to show cause within 15 days
why they should not be expelled
for good.

Besides, police were asked to
nab the gang led by Sujan.

Two students were expelled
for two years and also declared
persona non grata on the cam-
pus for their involvement in a
shootout at Sir AF Rahman
Hall on July 16 this year. They
are: Md Nurul Islam Khan Es-
han, first year (old) BSS
(Honours) in International Re-
lations and Mohiuddin Ahmed
Murad, first year (old) BSS
(Honours) in Political Secience.

The authorities asked police
to immediately arrest an out-
sider identified as Niamul [s-
lam Dablu, who was involved in
the shooting incident.

The authorities also decided
to keep the earlier expulsion
orders, served on seven other
students, in effect for an un-
specified period. The seven stu-
dents were earlier expelled
temporarily for their involve-
ment in an attack on an M.Phil
researcher on the campus. They
had attacked Munshi Moham-
mad Selim with machete while
he was sleeping in his room at
Suyasen Hall on April 14 this
year.

The seven students are -

ABM Zakir Hossain, third year
(Economics), Shahidul Islam,
third vyear (Islamic Studies),
Jamaluddin, third year
(Sociology), Khizir Hayat Tipu,
third year, (Sociology), Mehedi
Hasan, thir ear
(Managernent), Noman (Islamiec

History and Culture} and
Khokon (Islamic Studies).
Notices will also be served
asking them to show cau=e why
the temporary expulsion would
not be declared expulsion for

good.

The Vice Chancellor could
not be contacted till late last
night for comment.

However, Proctor of the uni-
versity Prof Nurunnabi told
The Daily Star that the law en-
forcing agencies could arrest
those students involved in
criminal activities.

He also said that there were
case filed against seven stu-
dents, who were earlier expelled
temporarily. Police should ar-
rest them.

But the Proctor could not
confirm whether cases were
filed against the five who were

expelled yesterday.

President assents
to Bill

President Shahabuddin
Ahmad yesterday assented to
the "Rural Poverty Alleviation
Foundation Bill. 1999," passed
in the 15th session of the 7th
Jatiya Sangsad, said a Parlia-
ment Secretariat press release,

reports UNB. l affic

. eas supp

ADB loan to upgrad(;

power project

By Staff Correspondent

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) will provide US 157
million dollar loan for the
proposed Dhaka Power System
Upgrade Project.

e agreement was reached
yesterday during a meeting at
ADB headquarters in Manila.

The objective of the project
includes enabling evacuation
and economic utilisation of
power generated from the Build,
Own, Operate (BOO) and Build,
Own, Transfer (BOT) projects
now being contracted — partic-
ularly at Haripur and Meghna-
ghat, says a press release
yesterday.

Besides, the project aims at
reducing losses and improving
reliability of the existing
transmission and distribution
system in the greater Dhaka
area; and to initiate prepara-
tory works for a training and
management development in-
stitute in Rural Electrification
Board (REB).

The project is designed to
promote economic growth by
ensuring reliability of power
supply and by increasing access
to ei)ectrlc supply in the greater
Dhaka area, including rural ar-
lied by the Pally Biddut
Samities (PBSs) from DESA.

Bangladesh's contribution to
the 300 million dollar project
will be approximately USD 143
million.

At the meeting, the Bangla-
desh team was led by Secretary-
in-charge of Power Division GM

Attack on procession

dul
(Ershad).

21 BNP men sued
in Khulna: 3

arrested

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Nov 10: Abul
Kalam Azad, convenor of the
city unit of Chhatra League has
filed a case with Khulna thana
today accusin% 21 persons of
BNP, JCD and Jubo Dal for
launching an alleged armed at-
tack on a peaceful procession
during hartal on Tuesday.

The FIR-named accused in-
clude Syed Isa. former convenor
of the party's district convening
committee,

Police arrested three ac-
tivists of Jubo Dal soon after
the case was recorded at mid-
night Tuesday night

The arrested are Sher Alam

Shantu, Abdul Jabbar and Noor
Alam.

They were produced before a

court today. Court rejected their
baill and sent them to district
jail.

Rajshahi by-polls
Six submit
nomination

papers

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 10: Six can-
didates submitted nomination
papers for the by-election in Ra-

Jshahi-5 constituency.

The candidates are Dr Ma-
hammad Alauddin of Awami
League, Prof. Abdur Razzaque of

Jatiya Party (M-M). Nurul Islam

Master of JSD.; Siddiqur Rah-
man of NAP (Bhasani]. Azizul

Alam (Independent), Yar Mo-

hammad (Independent) and Ab-
Gafur of Jatiya Party

None from the BNP, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islami Oikya jote
submitted nomination papers.

The seat fell vacant after Dr
Mohammad Alauddin, elected
on BNP ticket in the last general
elections, joined the Awami
League government defying
ﬂ_arl.y decision. Dr Alauddin lost

1s seat on October 11 on
charges of violation of the Con-
stitution. He secured the ruling
party's ticket yesterday for
contesting the by-election.

He submitted his nomina-
tion paper at Charghat and two

others at Bagha thana election
¢.

Mandal. Other members were

Chairman of BPDB Q]I Siddique,

Chairman of DESA Shar-

fuzzaman Bhuivan, ERD Joint

Secretary Shafiqul Islam and

Director of Power Grid Com-
any of Bangladesh Limited
echnical) NG Saha.

JU students submit

memo to President

Agitating students of
Jahangirnagar University yes-
terday submitted a memoran-
dum to Chancellor of the uni-
versity President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, demanding immediate
reopening of the university and
withdrawal of all increased tu-
ition fees, reports UNB.

Earlier, the students under
the banner of "Increased Fee
Resistance Council” brought out
a procession from haka
University’'s Madhu's Canteen
to force the JU authorities to
withdraw increased tuition
fees.

Expressing solidarity with
their demands, left-leaning
Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya
and five other student bodies
joined the procession.

But police intercepted -ithe
procession when it reached
Education Bhaban. Later, a
group of students was allowed to
submit the memorandum to the
President at Bangabhaban.

PM leaves today
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mer Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan is contesting for the
post of the Commonwealth
Secretary General. He is con-
testing against New Zealand

Foreign Minister Don
McKinon.
Foreign Minister Abdus

Samad Azad, PM’'s Principal
Secretary Dr SA Samad,
Foreign Secretary CM Shafi
Sami and PM's Press Secretary
Jawadul Karim are accompany-
ing the Prime Minister as
members of the official delega-
tion.

The Prime Minister will
visit Saudi Arabia from No-
vember 16-18 on her way back
home,

She will perform Umrah at
Makkah and offer fateha at
Madinah Al-Manuarah on
November 17-18.

The Prime Minister is ex-
pecled to return home on
November 19.

Ahad

From page 1

in extortion in Dilkusha and
Motijheel areas, where Ahad
was on duty on that night.

Ahad confronted the gang
members when they were roam-
ing the area in two autorick-
shaws and an auto-tempo, po-
lice said quoting Zakir.

At one stage, Ahad jumped
onto the auto tempo andl made a
desperate attempt to arrest
them. The gang members over-
powered him and threw him out
of the vehicle. He received in-
juries in his head and later died
at the hospital, police added.

Earlier, it was reported that
the gang had struck him on his
head with a machete and fled
the scene in an autotempo.

Soon after the killing, police
arrested two persons —
Humayun Kabir and Mafizur
Rahman. They were interro-
gated and later sent to jail.

Mongla port

From page |

are going on. A tripartite meet-
ing was held today at the port.
But the meeting ended without
any positive result.

The striking workers today
vowed to continue their strike
to realise their demands, said a
iﬁtuurcc in Mongla Port Author-

y.

Meanwhile, Sub-inspector of
Mongia Thana today filed a
case accusing 38 people for at-
lacking policemen at Mongla
Png on Tuesday, port sources
said.

Bayes appointed
acting JU VC

By JU Correspondent

Pro Vice Chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University Prof
Abdul Bayes has been appointed
Acuy,f}ﬁ VC.

en contacted yesterday,
Prof Bayes said he received the
appointment letter signed by
the Chancellor of universities.

VC Prof Alauddin Ahmed re-
signed on Tuesday to contest the
forthcoming parliamentary by-
election in Kishoreganj-1 con-
stituency as Awami League
nominee.

Prof Bayes will take charge
today and continue as Acting
VC till a new VC is appointed.

He joined the department of
Economics at JU as a lecturer in
1975. He was also a member of
JU Senate and Syndicate, Dean
of Social Science Faculty and
Chairman of Economics de-
partiment.

He was Treasurer of the uni-
versity before being appointed
Pro VC on October 2 last year.

Prof Bayes is a member of
the Panel of Economists for the
FFYP, Securities and Exchange
Commission, International
Association of Agricultural
Economists, Asian Society of
Agricultural Economists and
Bangladesh Economists
Association. _

Seizure of Ershad's
passport: HC rule

on Home Secy

The High Court yesterday is-
sued a rule upon the Home éec-
retary and others to show cause
within two weeks wHhy tHey
shall not be directed to return
the passport of former Presi-
dent HM Ershad, reports UNB.

Ershad's passport was im-
pounded on November 3 night
at Zia International Airport
while he was going to China.

The court further asked the
respondents to show cause wh
the seizure of the pass o shall
not be declared mala fide] with-
out lawful authority and viola-
tive of Ershad's fundamental
right guaranteed under the
Constitution as a citizen,

Ershad's counsel prayed for
return of the passport for allow-
ing him to go to Saudi Arabia
for his routine treatment but
the court asked for filing of
supplementary affidavit along
with relevant papers in support
of the treatment abroad.

A Division Bench of the High
Court comprising Justice M Fa-
zlul Karim and Justice M Abdul
Wahab Mia issued the rule after
hearing a writ petition filed by
Ershad challenging seizure of
his passport.

His counsel, Khandaker
Mahbub Hossain, moved the
writ petition .

The seizure of passport, he
said, was an illegal act done
with a mala fide intention to
infringe Ershad's fundamental
rl%ht as a citizen though he was
?u! igmrme:r President and a sitting

EC: Cash aid

From page 1

Depicting a ‘'radically
changed global food aid scenar-
io', the WFP representative said,
currently over 70 per cent of
food aid is used for meeting
emergencies like the one in East
Timor and the remaining 30 per
cent for development purposes.
Few years back, the ratio was
otherwise.

Increasing numbers of food-
assisted programmes have to be
borne by the country instead of
depending on food aid from
outside, Kiene said.

Kiene and some other dis-
cussants pointed out that NGOs
had developed the tendency of
working with the ‘relatively
better off poor’ while the poor-
est of the poor continued to lan-
guish,

They emphasized the need
for creating income-generating
avenues for the 30 million ultra
poor in the country.

"If one has to stand up in the
queue again and again E}r jobs
under Food-for-Work pro-
grammes, it has to be under-
stood that the person was no
better off after being covered by
food aided programmes”, Kiene
said.

S0, our thrust is now on pro-
grammes for human capacity
development than on infras-
tructure development, he said.

Among others, the Executive
Chairman of Bangladesh
Agriculture Research Council
DR Z Karim, Director General of
Food Directorate AKM Nurul
Afsar, former secretary
Nurunnabi Chowdhury,
Mohiuddin Ahmad of
Communit Development
Library and Mujahidul Islam
Selim of Communist Party of
Bnagladesh also took part in
the discussion.




