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Sharif’s family
asks military
govt to unseal

business offices

LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 10:
The family of deposed prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif has
asked Pakistan's military gov-
ernment to unseal its business
offices to help them clear bank
loans, members of the family
said today, reports AFP.

The family is unable to pa
back the loans because its of-
fices in Lahore were sealed

when the military seized power
on October 12, said.
The request has made in

a letter to military ruler Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf by
Hamza Shahbaz. son of the de-
sed premier's brother Shah-
az Sharif, they said.

It comes ahead of a November
16 deadline for all defaulters in
the country to pay back bank
loans. Musharraf has warned
those failing to comply will be
dealt with sternly in new anti-
corruption courts.

The Pakistani elite owe an es-
timated four billion dollars in
defaulted bank loans.

"You should understand that it
is virtually impossible for our
family to pay back loans when
our business centres are sealed,
accounts frozen and we are un-
der detention,” the sources
quoted Hamza as saying in the
letter.

Sharif, his brother and sev-
eral other members of the fam-
ily were put under detention fol-
lowing the coup.

They are being probed for
hank{uan defaults and tax eva-
sion, but no chatges have so far
been brought against them.

Priyanka not
_joining
politics: Congress

NEW DELHI, _Nov 10:
Congress yesterday dismissed
as baseless and just rumours
reports that Priyvanka Gandhi
Vadra was joining active poli-
tics and would be given some re-
sponsibility in the organisa-
tion, reports PTI.

The news reports to this ef-
fect were baseless and just ru-
mours. There is also no truth in
reports that some organisa-
tional respnnsibilitﬁ is being
assigned to any of the children
of Congress President Sonia
Gandhi, party spokesman Ajit
Jogi told reporters.

- He recalled that Sonia
Gandhi had said time and again
that at the moment, her chil-
dren are not going to take part
in politics.

The denial by the AICC of the
reports came over a week after
the Congress President was
quoted as having said at
Amethi that Priyanka was
jointing active™ politits adrd
would be entrusted some organ-
isational responsibility.

Nothing of that sort was said
at Amethi, he said.

Orissa cyclone
death toll
rises to 7474

BHUBANESHAWAR, India,
Nov 10: The death toll in India's
cyclone-ravaged Orissa state
has more than doubled to 7,474,
a state government official told
Reuters today.

“The death toll has risen to
7.474 with 6,383 deaths re-
ported from Jagatsinghpur dis-
trict,” an official in the state's
cyclone-relief control room
said. The toll had been hovering
around 3,500 for the past few
days but more bodies are being
recovered as flood waters re-
cede,

“As water levels are receding
more and more bodies have
been found,” the official said.
Hundreds of badly decomposed
bodies and animal carcasses
still floated in the waters in
Paradip port town and adjoin-
ing ons.

"Iq:glsturm. which struck the
eastern state on October 29 and
30 with wind gusts up to 300
kilometres per hour, left mil-
lions homeless and flooded vast
areas of the state.

Nearly two weeks afier the
cyclone, relief helicopters have
been able to land in some of the
marooned regions for the first
time to istribute food,
medicines and also airlift some

people,

Officials said the number of

ple in hospitals sufferi
rom diarrhoea was 1,919 an
27 had died from gastro-enteri-
tis. But rescue workers said the
numbers of those ill or dead
were "'much, much more.”
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Mahathir announces snap polls

Parliament to be dissolved today

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 10:
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad announced a
snap election today, saying he
was confident of retaining the
two-thirds parliamentary ma-
on which he has staked
1is political reputation. reports
AFP.

"The government has de-
cided to dissolve parliament
from Thursday, November 11,
to enable general elections to be
held,” he told a press confer-
ence. -
Asia’s longest serving elected
leader, who has kept the coun-
try guessing for months on the

Il date, said the independent

lection Commission would set
the dates for nominations and
polling day.

The commission will meet
Friday to deoide on the dates,
chairman Omar Hashim was
quoted as saying by state
Bernama news agency,

Polls can be legally held as
soon as 11 days alfter the com-
mission sets the date for nomi-
nations. In the past three elec-
tions, during which Mahathir
was in power, campaigning

lasted just 10 days each time.

A jovial and wisecrackin
Mahathir said he decided to ¢
the polls before the month of
Ramadan in December to pre-
vent the opposition from using
the mosques to campaign.

He said he was also worried
about attempts by the opposi-
tion to disrupt the election by
staci:ing street demonstrations
and riots, especially when they
realised they might not win.

Asked if he was sure of re-
taining his ruling coalition's
two-thirds majority, the pre-
mier said: "Yes, very confident."”

"Everything has been com-
pleted, the machinery is ready.
Otherwise 1 wouldn't call for
election.”

Analysts say Mahathir, 73,
faces his toughest challenge of
recent years after the sacking
and jailing of his popular
deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim
in September 1998, a move
which split the bedrock Malay
constituency,

His National Front coalition
has secured a two-thirds par-
liamentary majority for the
past three decades and the pre-

mier has committed himself to
doing the same this time.

Opposition parties which
have formed a loose alliance
tacitly concede they have no
hope of winning but are deter-
mined to deny the Front its two-
thirds majority, which allows
it to change the constitution.

Mahathir said he was not
seeking to reaffirm his popular-
ity or an endorsement of his
economic policies.

"I don't go for election to test
my popularity against some-
bodyp e saiﬁ. "%‘h.ls is not a
game that we play ... What is
important to me is that this
country gets a good govern-
mert."”

The premier said there was
‘nothing personal" about the
election.

'l happen to be the leader,
yes, but we work as a team and
we stand united," he said. "I
don't care if I go down in history
as a good guy or a bad guy. What

is important is what is
achieved."
He poured scorn on the oppo-

sition alliance and his former
heir apparent Anwar. its candi-

date for prime minister.

“They will promise the moon
and the sun and be-
cause they know they are going
to lose. We do not make

ses we cannot keep.”

The premier said Anwar had
been "accusing everybody of all
kind of misdeeds” while giving
evidence in his sodomy trial.

"We are prepared to face this
kind of situation. We are not
worried about his accusations,
We know him. He will try every-
thing possible to disrupt the
government,” he said. - :

Asked about his retirement

‘¢« Mahathir said he would
ave « . itep down "some day”
but decli.:~d to say if this wo
be his last election.

The premier Tuesday
evening cancelled his trip to a
Commonwealth summit in
South Africa, hours before he
was due to depart.

Opposition parties have crit-
icised the October 29 budget,
which cut income and other
taxes and boosted wages for
civil servants, as a pre-election
vote grabber.
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Fireworks light the sky over
sands of people gather to celeb
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the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin on Tuesday, where thou-
rate the 10th anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall.

— AFP Photo

Israeli army evicts

settlers from WB

- HAVAT MAON, West Bank,
Nov 10: The Israeli army moved
in before dawn lﬂdaﬂ to dis-
mantle a rogue Jewish outpost
in the West Bank, where defiant
settlers and their supporters
had dug in behind burning bar-
ricades, rell{mrts AFP.

In a five-hour operation
starting at around 3:30 a.m.
(0730 BST), some 1.000 soldiers
and policemen cleared the hill-

..

i

top at Havat Maon, near Hebron
in the southern part of the oc-
cupied West Bank, where the
outpost had been set up about a
year ago.

Bulldozers demolished

honies after the army said it

hatl removed some 250 settlers

camped out on the site and

taken them off in buses to the

Eiearby Gush Ezion settlement
oc.

Israeli policemen

evacuating a

set]er with his baby in his

arms from the illegal settlement of Havat Maon south of

the West Bank town Hebron yesterday.

— AFP Photo
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Kofi Annan in Tokyo: un secretary

General Kofi Annan arrived in Tokvo on

ednesday tor a five-

day visit on the first lgjg of a tour of Japan, China aud Turkey.
S

foreign ministry offici

said, AFP re

ports from Tokyo.

Annan is to meet Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
today before holding talks with Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
and Foreign Minister Yokei Kono. He ('e=parts Friday for the an-
cient capital of Kyoto in western Japan before heading 1o

Beijing on Sunday.

'Discovery' launch rescheduled:

NASA has tentatively rescheduled the
shuttle Discovery, which is to make rep.

unch of the space
to the Hubble Space

Telescope during a 10-day mission. the siuttle's flight director
said Tuesday, AFP reports [rom Washington.
"The target date has been sct for December 6." said Linda

Ham, lead

ight director it NASA's Johnson Space Center in

Houston, Texas, in a press teleconference. NASA will announce

a definitive launch

date on November 19,

said NASA

spokesman Joe Wells from the Kennedy Space Center.

Russians tighten grip on

Chechen strongholds

GROZNY, Russia. Nov 10:

Russian forces tightened their
grip today around Grozny and
other key Chechen strongholds.
where troops are wait -

ing Moscow's orders to launch
an offensive, reports AFP.

Ignoring growing western
calls for an end to the war, Rus-
sian lanes, artillery and
multiple rocket-launchers
bombarded targets across
breakway Chechnya overnight.

First winter snows and
heavy fog forced the Russian air
force to slightly scale down its
daily bombing missions across
Chechnya.

But the weather has also in-
creased pressure on Moscow to
move ahead t?!uickl}r with its
two-month-old campaign to
subdue the rebel republic. So far
Russian forces have failed to
capture any major Chechen
bases.

Federal troops Wednesday
entered the western Chechen
stronghold of Bamut to launch

a "mopping-up” operation. con-
ducting house-to-house
searches for Chechen "rebels"”
on the northern edge of the vil-
lage.

The operation in Bamut, a
key Chechen base to which Rus-
sian troops have laid siege since
last month. took place after a
night of heavy air bombard-
ment of the village, ITAR-TASS
reported, citing Russian ‘mili-
tary officials.

Chechen forces are holed up
inside a former Russian rocket
base in Bamut, sheltering in-
side concrete and steel bunkers.

Meanwhile, as artillery
rained down on the republic's
second city Gudermes, 10
Chechen gunmen were killed
trying to break thro Russian

lines which have sealed the city
off in tion for storming
it, ITAR-TASS also ed.

Russian and Chec forces
also exchanged fire throughout

the night in the outskirts of
Grozny, where thousands of

federal troops are massed,
Chechen Colonel Isa Munayev
told AFP.

The Russian troops, which
occupy strategic heights within
sight of the city, are less than
three kilometres from Grozny.

The new operation has been
demanded by Russian generals
who suffe a humiliating de-
feat during the 1994-1996 war
with Chechnya in which some
80.000 people died.

But the United States, which
maintained throughout the
earlier conflict that it was a
Russian internal matter, has
been increasing protests about
the latest war and its civilian
casualties.

Rising public concern among
US officials comes ahead of a
November 17-19 summit of
leaders from the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe ( E] in Istanbul dur-
ing which events in Chechnya
are expected to be hotly debated.

Some 50 people were ar-
rested for assaults, threats and
disrupting the evacuation, the
army said.

Havat Maon was the last of
10 wildcat outposts in the West
Bank ordered dismantled last
month by Prime Minister Ehud
Barak in a compromise with a
leading settler group.

The dozen settlers living at
Havat Maon and some 250 of
their supporters set fire to bar-
ricades erected over the past few
days and shouted anti-govern-
ment slogans.

Some settlers kicked sol-
diers and one family opened a
gas container as the police and
army tried to evacuate them.

The noise was deafening as
the troops approached the set-
tlers’ mobile homes, with the
settlers begging the soldiers not
to remove them and shoutin
“you don't have the right," an
"don't do that."

But the soldiers, who had re-
ceived psychological prepara-
tion during the past few days,
moved in relentlessly and
carted off the settlers one by
one, tho they were careful to
avoid violence.

"We are trained to fight in
battle against enemies, no

st Jews ... so it'sof coursé a"'T

difficult mission." said Major

General Moshe Yaalon, head of

the Israeli army's Central
Command, who oversaw the op-
eration.

Among the soldiers were
women who removed the female
settlers.

Many of the setilers, who
had promised passive resis-
tance to their eviction, scram-
bled on top of the half-dozen
mobile homes that formed the
settlement.

Barak, who returned to Is-
rael from Paris late Tuesday,
went ahead with the evacuation
despite an appeal by three Is-
raeli ministers for a 10-day de-
lay. :

F"ND-GHE: in Israel is above
the law. The government cannot
negotiate with those who do not
accept our authority,” Barak's
security advisor Danny Yatom
told Israeli radio.

Indian FM to
visit Japan

NEW DELHI, Nov 10; Indian
Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh is to visit Japan this
month, the first such trip in
four years, in a bid to renew
frosty ties, a foreign ministry
spokesman said today, reports

AFP.

"There is a thaw in relations
now. Relations were frozen af-
ter India's May nuclear tests.
But this visit is aimed at bring-
ing those strained relations
back to normal,” the
spokesman said.

Singh, durin
Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM) be-

inning on Friday in Durban,

uth Africa. will meet leaders

of Britain, Australia, New
Zealand and Canada.

the four-day

Taliban to send
team to Pakistan
for talks

DUBAI, Nov 10: The new for-
eign minister of Afghanistan's
ruling Taliban movement said
in remarks published today his
government would soon send a
team to Pakistan for the first
talks since the October coup in
[slamabad, reports Reuters.

"Our position on what hap-
pened in Pakistan is that it is
an internal matter. In relation
to ties with Afghanistan, the
matter is not yet clear," Wakil
Ahmed Muttawakil told the
United Arab Emirates newspa-
per, al-Ittihad.

"So far there has be no meet-
ings with Pakistani officials
and we will soon send a delega-
tion to Islamabad to discuss all
issues ....," he added.

"Pakistani officials assured
our ambassador in Islamabad
during meetings that the previ-
ous policies did not change and
that there will be no change in
relations between us,” said Mut-
tawakil, who was named for-
eign minister in a cabinet
reshuffle in late October.

Pakistan, the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia are
the only three countries that
recognise the Taliban's rule.

Nawaz Sharif, the former
Pakistani prime minister
ousted in the bloodless military
coup led by General Pervez
Musharraf on October 12, had
,hlﬂfﬂ‘?‘d a wave of sectarian vio-
lence in Pakist®h on “terr6r-
ists” who trained at camps in
‘Afghanistan.

3.5m Indians
HIV-infected

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: India
has 3.5 million persons infected
with the Aids-causing Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV),
according to the official esti-
mates released yesterday by the
National Aids Control
Pﬂ{qganisatmn (NACO), reports

NACO's working estimate,
based on new calculations and
recognised by international ex-
perts, will help government plan
programmes and policies to ar-
rest the rising HIV infections
and provide care and support to
the affected, JVR Prasada Rao,
Additional Secreta in the
Health Ministry and Chief of
NACO, told reporters yesterday.

The estimate is based on
data collected in October 1998
from 180 HIV sentinel surveil- |
lance sites set up mostly in
medical colleges across the
country.

The assumption and results
of this exercise were presented
at the Monitoring Aids
Pandemis (MAP) meeting in
Kuala Lumpur last month.

Using these assumption ad
state-specific estimates of HIV
infections, NACO has calculated
that there are 2.97 uillion HIV
infected people in the country,
plus or minus 20 per cent.

This puts the number in the
range of 2.3 million to 3.5 mil-
lion in mid- 1998, Rao said.

Five states — Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Manipur — are
high-prevalence areas.

Gujarat and West Bengal fall
in the medium prevalence and
the rest of the country low
prevalence categories.,

11 Pakistani, 4 Indian

soldiers killed in
border skirmish

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: Eleven
Pakistani and four Indian sol-
diers were killed in an intense
artillery duel between the two
sides on the disputed Kashmir
border, a defence source said to-
day, reports AFP.

An army spokesman on
Tuesday had said 10 Pakistani
soldiers were killed in the
skirmish.

Isiamabad Wednesday dis-
missed as "rubbish” New Delhi's
claim and said Indian troops
suffered "heavy" casualties,

Four Indian soldiers of the
12th Bihar regiment were killed
in the Pakistani shelling
‘somwehere in the Gulmarg sec-
tor” on Tuesday night, the de-
fence source said,

“We had reports of Pakistani
soldiers moving about in the
top pickets of Faulad and tn Uri
and three other regions in Gul-
marg region. The reports were
right when they fired on our
troops last night,”

“The firing led to a gunbattle
in which 11 Pakistani soldiers
were killed and our troops lost

four persons,” the source said.

The Faulad post in the
northern region of Uri is about
140 kilometres north of Srina-
gar.

Some of the buildings in the
tourist station of Gulmarg have
been badly damaged in the
shelling, a witness said,

"Massive army movement
was seen in Gulmarg since the
last two days. No one could
slecP last night due to (he
shelling,” Abdul Rashid, a hotel
empl_t;{ee in Gulmarg said.

"This is the first time Pak-
istan has shelled Gulmarg.”
Rashid told AFP by telephone.

He said heavy snowfall in the
region Wednesday had reduced
the intensity of shelling,

In Islamabad, a military
spokesman said "the Indian
claim is nothing but rubbish. It
is absolutely wrong.”

He said more than 200 In-
dian troops backed by intense
artillery and mortar shelling
attacked a small Pakistani post
late Tuesday.

Lankan opposition calls
for talks with Tigers

COLOMBO, Nov 10: Sri
Lanka's main opposition today
called for tallFs. with Tiger
rebels who scored a wave of stic-
cesses this week and said the
government's war-for-peace
strategy had proved a fatal fail-
ure, reports AFP,

Former prime ministler
Ranil Wickremesinghe said he
hoped to start talks with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamii Ee-
lam (LTTE) rebels and planned
to integrate the militants into
the government's armed forces
if he was elected.

Wickremesinghe who is
challenging President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga at the De-
cember 21 polls said he was
confident of an outright victory
as the ruling People's Alliance

(PA) had failed to deliver peace.

"l am not promising peace in
24 hours, but | am willing to
take the first practical step.”
Wickremesinghe said, accusing
President Kumaratunga of scut-
tling several opportunities to
resume negotiations.

President Kumaratunga
came to power in 1994 promis-
ing peace and opened a dialogue
with the LTTE, but the guerril-
las abruptly pulled out of a 100-
day truce and resumed their
long-drawn out campaign for a
separate state.

The government had said it
was forced to fight the rebels,
but Wickremesinghe said the
administration failed to make
use of later military gains to
force the rebels to talk.

Plane crash kills

MEXICO CITY, Nov 10: A
Mexican jetliner fell from the
sky today while ﬂ}dnf, OVer cern-
tral Mexico, killing all 18 people
on board. reports AP.

The accident occurred
shortly after TAESA flight 725
took off from the airport in
Uruapan in the state of
Nichoacan, about 180
west of Mexico City.

Inspector Juan Alfonso Lara
of the state civil protection
agency said the plane appar-
ently exploded in the air. He
said witnesses saw a brilliant
light in the sky and the debris
fall in the mountains 10 kilo-
metres southwest of Uruapan.

miles

18 in Mexico

He said rescue crews were in
the area, but there was no
chance of finding survivors.

"It was completely de-
stroyed,” he said.

The DC-9 took off from the
western border city of Tijuana
with 91 passengers on board,
but most got off in Uruapan
and a previous stop in
Guadalajara, said TAESA
spokesman Eduardo Cacho,.
speaking at a news conference.

The accident occurred min-
utes after the plane took off to
Its last stop in Mexico City with
13 passengers and five crew

members. —

Gunman kills 7
for rejecting
marriage
proposal

BIELEFELD, Germany. Nov
10: A gunman shot dead seven
Turks. four women and three
men, in an apartment in the
west German town of Bielefeld
on Tuesday after one of the men
rejected the killer's proposal to
marry his daughter, police said,
reports Reulers,

They said the victims were
from Germany's large Turkish
community and were possibly
ethnic Kurds. They added the
suspect, himself also believed to
be of Turkish nationality, was
currently on the run.

Police said they were called
to the scene late on Tuesday
evening after neighbours heard
shols coming the apartment,
within a six-story block in
which around 50 people lived.

“We are hunting the suspect,
but we have no idea where ﬁciﬂ
at the moment."” said a police
spokesman in Bielefeld, some
130 Km northeast of the
Rhineland town of Dortmund.

"The victims are Turks, and,
we believe, ethnic Kurds al-
though that is hard to confirm
at this stage,” he said.

He added that the police did
nol expect to release more in-
forination on the incident before
carrying out a post-mortem on
the:.bodies which wpuld likely
last into late morning. A news
conference was planned Jater In
the day.

Wahid sends
envoy to Aceh

to resolve crisis

JAKARTA. Nov 10: Indone-
sian President Abdurrahman
Wahid. under growing pressure
to stem a tide of separatism in
Aceh, today dispatched a senior
minister te the troubled
province, reports AFP.

Human Rights Minister
Hasballah Saad, a native of
Aceh, will leave for the strongly
Islamic province on Saturday
for a trip aimed at preparing the

round for a visit by Wahid
imself.

The decision came three
days after hundreds of thou-
sands of Acehnese rallied in the
province's capital Banda Aceh
to demand an East Timor-style
referendum on self-determina-
tion.

“The president has asked
Hasballah to go to Aceh to hold
dialogue with the leaders of the
Acehnese society, to obtain pure
input, uncontaminated by other
interests, so the response of the
government will not be wrong,"
Security Minister General
Wiranto said.

Saad added: "The president
firmly sald, return to Aceh and
patiently talk to whoever wants
to talk with the president and
the president will later also
come there.” -

- He said Wahid will visit
Aceh after his Nahdlatul Ulama

Muslim organisation’'s
congress, which opens on
November 21. :

Wiranto said the govern-
ment was committed to improv-
ing security in Aceh, including
strengthening the police there
and rotating troops..

HIV drugs may cause
heart disease : Study

ATLANTA, Nov 10: HIV pa-
tients who take strong cocktails
of drugs may be keeping them-
selves free of AIDS, but they
may be running the more long-
terrn risk of heart disease, re-
searchers said on Tuesday, re-
ports Reuters.

They said they found more
evidence that protease in-
hibitors, the credited with
making the cocktails work
against the vifu%. cﬂ.use
changes that can lead to heart
disease

"Patients are clearly getting
tremendous benefits m the
use of HIV protease inhibitors,
but (heart disease) appears to
be a significant side-effect to
that benefit,” Dr. James
Sosman of the University of
Wisconsin, who worked on the

, 8aid in a statement.

e researchers told a meet-
ing of the American Heart
Association that they found evi-
dence the d were affecting
the lining of the blood vessels,
called the endothelium.

Doctors had feared there
might be side-effects of protease
inhibitors — besides the nau-
sea, diarrhoea and other im-
mediate side-effects — when
some patients started complain-

ing of strange fat deposits.

They got nicknames such as
"portease paunch and "buffalo
hump' because of their odd
distribution. _

Tests showed some patients
using the protease inhibitors
had unusual blood sugar and
blood cholesterol levels, and

some gained weight.

Sosman's team used ultra-
sound to image blood flow in
the arteries of 21 HIV patients

protease inhibitors, and
compared them to seven pa-
tients who did not take the

found suggestions that |
the endothelial linings of the
protease patlll:ntu were not
working properly, as compared
to the seven not taking the

drugs. |
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Queen Elizabeth Il and South African

-

‘ President Thabo Mbeki (R) smile as the British
monarch is invited to inspect honour guard at the Union Building in Pretoria yestem



