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Attack on BNP
leaders: Judicial
probe ordered

The Metropolitan Magis-
trate Court in the city yesterday
ordered judicial inquiry
petition case filed by former
minister

Nationalist Party (BNP) joint

convener Abdullah-Al-Noman
three policemen of

against
Demra thana, reports BSS.
Magistrate Narayan Chan-
dra Das gave the order after
examining the case.
Abdullah-Al-Noman in his
I:u:litiun alleged that the po-

icemen attacked their peaceful
mourning procession at

Saidabad on November 8, injur-
ing Sadek Hossain Khoka, MP,
Jainal Abedin Faruque, MP,
and himself with bullets.

He alleged that police had at-
tacked them with an intention
to kill them.

He brought allegations aga-
inst Officer-in-Charge Khan-
daker Abdul Halim, Sub-

Inspector Bazlu, and constable

Rakib.

Body to probe
Jatrabari
incident during
hartal

The government yesterday
three-member

constituted a
committee to investigate the

incident in which some opposi-

tion political leaders were in-
jured in the city's Jatrabari
area during hartal on Novem-
ber B, reports UNB.

Headed by DIG (Railway) of
Rahman

Police 'Shahidur
Bhuiyan, the inquiry commit-
tee has been ﬂske?:l to submit re-
port by November 17,

Earlier, Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim directed the of-
ficials concerned to form the

BNP leaders, in-
cluding city unit Convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP were
injured during clashes between
police and opposition activists
in the city's Jatrabari area on
the second day of opposition's
coun de hartal.

Dc&'hﬂ BNP-led four-party op-
‘ Wlliance alleged that
wvere injured in po-

Three tt:p

lice ﬂiﬁz‘?
Kidnapping: Two
outsiders held

from DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
two out s from the Dhaka
University campus for their in-
volvement in the kidnappin
incident of two schoolboys o
an English Medium School.

The arrested were identified
as. Mohammad Ali and Kalu.
They were taken to the Dhan-
mondi thana.

Police said they were keep-
ing close eyes on the persons
involved in the kidnapping and
arrested the twc at about
near the Fazlul Haq Hall of DU,
"We are also looking for the
other culprits.” they said.

A gang of youths kidnap

the two students of an E sh

Medium school at Dhanmondi
on Wednesday and took them to
the Dhaka University campus.
They were released after pay-
ment of Tk 1.35 lakh as ran-
SOTm.
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DU expels 5

students for
crimes on

campus

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities yesterday expelled five
students for various terms and
decided to continue ‘temporary
expulsion” of seven others for
involvement in various crimi-
nal activities on the campus.

Two of those expelled were
also declared persona non grata
on the campus.

The decisions were taken at
a meeting of the Disciplinary
Board of DU with Vice C -
lor Prof AK Azad Chowdhury in
the chair. Deans of faculties,
Syndicate members, provosts of
halls, Proctor and Controller of
Examinations attended the
meeting, according to a DU

press release.

The meeting reviewed the re-

rts of three probe committees
ormed earlier to investigate
three separate incidents on the
campus and took the decisions.

Three students were
‘temporarily expelled’ yester-
day for their involvement in
the kidnapping of two youths to
Mohsin Hall on September 14
this year. Charges of giving
shelter to outsiders involved in
the kidnapping were also
proved in primary investiga-
tion, the meeting said,

The three students are: Md
Idris Hossain Khan Asif, third

L See Page 12 Col 4
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Formal offer
for dialogue
after PM's
return

By Staff Correspondent
The government is going to
make a formal offer of dialogue
to the opposition, Amir Hossain
Amu, a Presidium member of
the ruling party said last night.
“We are going to invite the
opposition formally to a dia-
logue after the return of the
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
from the Commonwealth Heads

~of Government Summit in Dur-

ban, South Africa”™ Amir Hos-
sain Amu told the Star.

His comments came after an
emergency meeting of the AL
Presidium at the Gano Bhaban
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in chair last evening.

The PM is leaving the city for
Durban today, and Amir Hos-
sain Amu was given the re-
sponsibility of leading the party
as its acting President, during
the former's Nov 11-1B visit
abroad, which will also take her
to Saudi Arabia.

“The meeting took a number
of important decisions. It wel-
comed the Prime Minister's call
upon the leader of the opposi-
tion for a dialogue and ex-

See Page 11 Col 7
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Incidents of kidnapping at DU

I'm really frustrated: VC

Vice-chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof. A K Azad
Chowdhury has expressed frus-
tration over the recent inci-
dents of kidnapping on the
campus. |

"I am really frustrated about
the recent incidents. The re-
ports of kidnapping have
severely affected the image of
my university,” Prof. Chowd-
hury said while talking to The
Daily Star on Sunday. “This is
unfortunate, especially because
the incidents took place when

Jaw and ordét on the campus
was im >

Prof. Chowdhury talked on
many issues including campus

violence, performance of police
deployed on the campus, aca-
demic atmosphere, unautho-
rised consultancy by some
teachers and election of student
bodies

‘Talking about the perfor-

mance of some 200 policemen

_ on the campus for last
several years, he . "1 know I
cannol avoid responsibilities
for incidents like kidnapping
in the vicinity of the university.
But at the same time, I am not
satisfied over the performance
of police in this regard.”

The VC is convinced that po-
lice have certain inherent limi-
tations. "1 will discuss the is-

By Staff Correspondent

A K Azad Chy

sues with the Home Minister
very soon.”

Criminals kidnapped seven

sons in the vicinity of the

haka University from October
1 to November 4. They released
the victims after taking ransom
from their families.

Prof. Chowdhury believes
that no student was directly in-
volved in the incidents. “But
certain criminals might have
indirect links with a few stu-
dents.”

- - -

ers, or other '
glagsinga of puﬁligu
tionis dominati

Replying to a question, he
said criminals kidnapped a
couple of persons to Mohsin
Hall and tortured them in two
rooms for money. “Although
the criminals entered tﬁt
rooms which were under lock
and key, and a probe body did
not find any direct link between
the kidnappers and the resident
students concerned, I will not
spare the students.”

Asked whether the kidnap-
als’ enjoy
orgartisa-

thesé days, the VC. who is
‘proud of being a follower of
Bangabandhu', answered in the
negative.

Asked whether it is possible

for eriminals from outside to

roam about on the campus
without political shelter, the VC
said, "Theoretically impossible,
but practically possible. Money
can do many things.”

On the academic atmosphere
at the wuniversity, the VC

claimed that the situation has
improved a lot over the last few
years. “There is no violence
over tenders floated for the uni-
versity’s development work, no
gunfight between rival student
organisations, and on top of all,
there was no killin

in the re-

' See Page 12 Col 2
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L['rreuﬂ'n:: jam in Gulis

tan area

esterday.

peEE,

— Star photo

Terrible |
traffic

Jjam
By Staff Correspondent

The city, smarting from
three successive days of hartal,
yesterday went through one of
the most terrible traffic conges-
tion in recent times.

A number of major city
roads were clogged with hun-
dreds of vehicles — bus, truck,
car, auto-rickshaw, auto-
tempo, motorcycle and rick-
shaw — for hours together;

The worst affected areas
were, Banani-DOHS crossing to
Mohakhali inter-city bus ter-
minal, Maghbazar crossing to
Mouchak to Malibagh, Faﬁ.an
crossing to Kakrail, Farmgate
to Hotel Sonargaon roundabout
and Jatiya Press Club to
Elephant Road.

e traffic flow was however
a bit easier in Muti]]hr:cl and
Dilkusha commercial areas
compared to other areas.

Busy commercial areas in
Old Dhaka also bore the brunt
of post-hartal traffic,

Places like Islampur,
Bangshal, Nazimuddin Road.
Chawkbazar, Babubazar and
Nayabazar had heavy concen-

See Page 11 Col 7

Dhaka’s last-minute lobbying

for C’'wealth SG post

DURBAN, South Africa, Nov
10: As senior officials of Com-
monwealth countries meet in
Durban tomorrow to thrash out
the details of the summit
agenda, Bangladesh's Farooq
Sobhan is in Johannesburg
busy with last-minute lobbying
while attending the Business
Forum in the South African
commercial capital.

The two-day Commonwealth
Business Forum, ending today,
has broughi together top-trad
and investment officials and
corporate chiefs along with sev-
eral heads of government in-
cluding the host President
Thabo Mbeki. ;

Sobhan, making a presenta-
tion along with the heads of
government, spoke of develop-
ing slrong programmes to com-
bat poverty as he presented his
“ideas and suggestions” in pres-
ence of several of the voters who
cast their ballots Friday (Nov
12} afternoon in a closed-door
session,

Sobhan mentioned the suc-
cess story of Grameen Bank in
its pnvert%vreducing efforts in
Bangladesh.

In what is known as straw
poll, the heads of government
will personally cast votes to

From Toufique Imrose Khalidi

choose the successor to the
Commonwealth Secretary-gen-
eral Chief Emeka Anyaoku be-
tween Sobhan, one of
Bangladesh's most celebrated
diplomats, and Don Mckinnon,
New Zealand's foreign minister.

But tradition has it that the
54-nation organisation’s chiefl
executive is chosen by consen-
sus, which means the loser in
the straw poll will step aside
paving the way for a
"unanimous”™ decision.

On the last leg of his lon
campaign trail,"Spshan tou

Dhaka re-elected
to UNESCO
Executive Board

Bangladesh was re-elected tc
the UNESCO Executive Board
irom the Asia-Pacific Group at
the elections held at the
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris
yesterday, reports BSS.

Bangladesh secured 118
votes. Oul of the 58 board mem-
bers, 32 members were elected
yesterday while the rest 26 will
continue for another two years
term.

12 African countries carrying
letters from Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina as her special
envoy, before arriving in South
Africa.

“Throughout Africa, the re-
sponses have been very encour-
aging,.” Sobhan said, speaking
to The Daily Star from Johan-
nesburg.

“There's a strong support in

Africa that the new Secretary-
general should be from Asia
and from a developing country,”
he said.
‘s Sobhan, pitted eagainst the
mlghtﬁ ?pfontnt in Mckinnon,
has skilfully played the Asian
card telling the member coun-
tries that all three chief execu-
tives have s6 far been non-
Aslans.

He has also argued that the
position should be filled in by
someone from a developin
country with the broadene
Commonwealth agenda in the
wake of the new millennium.

“There are strong arguments
in support of small states and
their issues such as poverty al-
leviation,” Sobhan explained,
relerring to Mbeki's speech to

the opening session of the Busi-
ness Forumi.

See Page 12 Col 5

Khaleda visits

residences of
Rina, Zakir
& Nabiullah

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in liament
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
the children and family mem-
bers of late Rina Begum at their
South Jatrabari residence in
the city.

Rina, a housewife, was killed
in police firing while she was
standing on the first floor cor-
ridor ol her residence during
Sunday’'s count de hartal.

Later, Khaleda Zia also vis-
ited the residence of Juba Dal
activist Zakir Hossain, killed
during Tuesday's hartal and
also that of local BNP leader
and Ward Commissioner Nabi-
ullah Nabi, injured in police
firing on Monday. Their resi-
dences are also in Jatrabari
area.

The entire Shekherpara and
South Jatrabari areas in the

EC to substitute
food aid by cash

By Staff Correspondent

The European Commission
has decided to substitute food
aid by cash assistance as per its
plan to put more thrust on ‘food
security’ than on ‘food aid’ for
develnpin%] countries including
Bangladesh.

Disclosing this at a
roundtable discussion in the
city yesterday, World Food
Programme (WFP) representa-
tive Werner Kiene said food
donors are changing their
stance on food-supported pro-
grammes to target 30 million
ultra poor in Bangladesh.

Kiene said Europeans will go
for cash assistance instead of
food aid soon. But there will be
no budget-cut in aid, no matter
whether the assistance comes
in terms of cash or food.

“The beneficiaries sell up to

cash aid would well substitute
the food aid”, Kiene said.

He emphasised "a good com-
bination of cash benefit and
food benefit for the ultra poor,
who constitute one fourth of
Bangladesh's population™.

Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad (BUP), an NGO, orga-
nized the discussion on “Food
Aid in. Bangladesh for
Development of Ultra Poer:
New Approaches” at its office .
Some experts and government
officials also took part in the
discussion, presidecF over by the
BUP chairman Dr Qazi
Kholiquzzamana.

However, Food Ministry of-
ficials told The Daily Star later
that the government was al-
ways in favour of food aid.
“There are other donors who

The Power Grid Cmnpagg Ot
Bangladesh (PGCB), formed by
the government to look aﬂ;r
in the

benefits and

Official sources said the
harge transmis-
sion tariff higher than PDB's
but it will be exempted from
paying income (ax, among
other benefits.

The Power Development

Board (PDB) last month

over its Haripur-Comilla Grid

Sub-station and the 45 km
Haripur-Ghorashal transmis-
sion line to PGCB in the first
phase of transfer of transmis-
sion . PDB owmns a total
of 3000 km transmission lines.

PDEB and DESA will use

starts operation

By Sharier Khan

PGCRB's system and 's.g it ‘a tar-
iff higher than its E:' B) own.
As a result. power transmisgion
cost through Haripur-Gho-
rashal line, which is around 11
poisha now. will increase by 7
poisha per unit. The extira cost
will be absorbed in the power
tariff in the country. PDB will
bear this extra cost. which will
increase its loss, the sources
said.

Created under an Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) condi-
tion for two project loans, PGCB
is wholly owned by PDB. ADB
had been pressing for separa-
tion of power transmission
from PDB to minimise its sys-
tem loss that is crippling
growth of the power sector. '

However, transmission is

See Page 11 Col 6

Casual workers
continue strike
at Mongla Port

| From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 10: .Casual
workers at Mongla Port contin-
ued their Strike for the second
day today, disrupting loading
and unloading activities at the
port.

The workers under the ban-
ner of Mongla Bandar Shipping
Karmachari Sangha, began an
indefinite strike on Tuesday to
press their 15- t demand.

The demands include forma-
tion of a common pool for
booking on rotation basis,
payment of 26 days' wages per
month and 100 per cent in-
crease in their es.

A total of 19 ships remained
stranded since Tuesday morn-
ing due to strike.

Efforts to reach a settlement

See Page 12 Col 7

NEW DELHI. Nov 10:7The + elections due in October 2001.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJR
on Tuesday night ap h'?ér#
veteran leader Ram
Gupta as the new chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh, reports BSS.

Gupta will take path tomor-
TOW,

After a long period of uncer-
tainties in the wake of factional
feud in the BJP in Uttar
Pradesh which caused electoral
debacle in the state, senior BJP
leaders at the residence of
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-

jpayee chose Gupta, who was

eputy chief minister in the
1967 Samyukta Vidhayak Dal
government of Charan Singh.
While choosing Gupta, the
BJP officials said that he

{Gupta) did not belong to either

pro or anti-Kalyan Singh and
would be able to steer the 3
at least until the state zssemb

-Phe BJP lost more than 20 seats
“  the recently held Lok Sabha
rakash -~ .£lection in Uttar Pradesh and it
*put the blame on Kalyan S ;

The factional feud in the Ut-
tar Pradesh BJP surfaced before
the Lok Sabha election with
dissidents demanding resigna-

Kaly:

tion of chief minister an
Singh.
However, Kalyan Singh

blamed the BJP leadership for
the electoral defeat in the Uttar
Pradesh, "By abandoning the
Ram Janambhoomi movement,
the leadership and damaged the
parzl’:li prospects,” he said.

yan Singh demanded re-
view of the BJP's policies and
sought inclusion of issues such
as a Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
abrogation of Article 370

{(which provides special status
to Kashmir) and a uniform civil

city wore a mourning look with | 25 per cent of the food in local  also have given us signals that
black flags atop buildings and | markets to get cash for meeting lheg waulh CEF“;‘]“E ood aid”,
Opposition leader Khaleda Zia yesterday visited the family members of Rina Begum, who ©n roadsides. Opposition ac- | other needs. The European Sald a high oflici o
was killed during hartal on Sunday. - — Star photo See Page 12 Col 1 donors decided in Brussels that See Page 1
Power Grid Company | Secaminst3® | Ram Prakash Gupta replaces

Kalyan Singh as CM

codci “"to retain the party's iden-
tity.”
FHt: said he had to go because
”Vajga}re:e had made up his
gﬂn to remove me from the of-
i
Kalyan Singh said, the cen-
tral leadership should give a se-
rious thought as to why the par-
ty's tally remained static at 182
in 1998 and 1999 inspite of the
fact that the party sought votes

in the name of Prime ster
Atal Behari Bajpayee.”
Addressing a group of Sad-

hus at Ayodhya yesterday he
said whatever may be the con-
sequences he would remain
committed to the cause of "Ram
Temple.”

He announced that the Tem-
le would be built at the "Garbh
riha” of the disputed Ram

Janambhoomi complex.

| least develo

PM leaves for
S Africa today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka for South
Africa today to attend Co-
mmonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting (CHOGM) at
Durban, reports UNB.,

The three-day summit will
begin on November 12. Heads of
State or government from 54
membe.s stales are expected to
attend the summit,

The special theme of this
years CHOGM is "People-
Centred Development: The
Challenge of Globalisation.”

The economic agenda is ex-
pected to focus on how to inte-
grate different countries of the
world, specially developing and

pecifuncs. in the in-
ternational commercial system
within the framework of .

The Durban CHOGM is im-

portant ;or Bengladeeh are fqr-

See Pape 12 Col 7 ,
Ahad murder
3 including main

accused held
By Staff Correspondent

Three persons, including the

, main accused in Sergeant Ahad

!
|

]

Parvez murder case were ar-

rested by the Motijheel police
last night.

Kangali Zakir, the main ac-
cused and two others, identified
as Faruk and Sanaullah, were
arrested [rom a garage at Agha

. Khan Road under Gulshan

Police Station at about 8:30 pm.
police said.

Zakir and his accomplices
confessed their involvement in
Ahad murder on the night of
October 28, police said, They
had taken refuge at the §arage
since the killing, police added.

According to police, Zakir
also confessed his involvement

See Page 12 Col 7

Jubo Dal calls
hartal at
Shyampur today

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal has
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Shyampur area today to protest
the killing of its leader Zakite
Hossain on Tuesday.

Salauddin Ahmed, former
MP, announced the hartal pro-
gramme after a Janaza held for
the slain leader at Jurain yes-
terday.

Zakir Hossain, 35, a Jubo
Dal leader, was shot dead by
unidentified assailants at Balur
Math f{ground) in the city's
Shyampur area Tuesday night.
The incident took place on the
third day of the opposition
sponsored dawn-to-dusk hartal.

Shyampur connects the
capital with industrial city
Narayanganj. Huge contingent
of police will be deployed onﬁ
the Dhaka-Narayanganj roa
to keep the motor vehicles
operational between the two
cities. police said.

Meanwhile, police arrested
one .Jahangir in connection
with the murder.

~ Mammi murder
case: Chargesheet
likely next week

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 10:
Rokshana Yesmin Runa, one of
the six accused in the sensa-
tional Mammi murder case,
was taken on police remand to-

Police prayed for seven days'
remand for Runa, sister-in-law
of the Mahmuda Sultana
Mammi, but the magistrate
court here granted a two-day
on October 30.

Chargesheet in the case
likely to be submitted next
week, a police official told The

Daily Star.



