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One-sided Statement

HE home minister's statement at the parlia-

ment on law and order in respect to Monday's
opposition-enforced dawn-to-dusk hartal has
hardly any bearing on facts and is unmistakably
one-sided. As is characteristic of him, he has
categorically put the blame for the incidences of
violence across the country on the opposition,
especially BNP, giving the impression inter alia
that the police had no role in the escalation of
trouble. Moreover, he has warned of legal action
against the opposition for triggering violence in
the name of hartal, implying thereby that the
police have been within their rights to
indiscriminately spray rubber bullets on oppo-
sition activists and leaders, and press photogra-
phers. What's more, according to the minister, the
death of a housewife at Jatrabari on Sunday was
caused by bullets fired at the police.

No matter how hard the home minister tries to
have us believe otherwise, we have no doubts what-
soever that the police have, as they previously did,
overplayed their role on Monday. Besides, their re-
action to Rina’s death and subsequent activities
certainly give rise to misgivings. Why was Rina's
burial held under police protection?

There is a stark contrast between the home min-
ister's words and deeds. On the one hand, he has
stipulated the opposition's rights to demonstra-
tion while on the other the opposition activists
have hardly been allowed to hold processions and
rallies, even if these are disciplined and peaceful.
Even worse, BNP leaders and activists were not al-
lowed to enter their own party office on Monday
during hartal hours.

The minister's warning of legal action against

the opposition comes at a time when the prime
minister has herself created a conducive environ-
ment for talks with her offer on Sunday (see Com-
mentary). It casts a dark cloud on any possibility
of an end to confrontational politics.
We strongly feel that the home minister should
cut down on his rhetoric, desist from one-sided
statements and support the PM's effort to create a
congenial atmosphere to facilitate the dialogue the
prime minister appears intent on having with the
opposition.

FCD Handicaps

HE evaluation report on 22 flood control and
drainage (FCD) projects in the country, recently
done by the National Water Management Plan Pro-
Ject (NWMPP) experts, contains some definitive
and thought-provoking observations. Part of an
initiative to formulate a national water manage-
ment plan in conformity with the National Water
Policy, it highlights certain factors handicapping
the projects that should have been thought out at
the planning level. While delay in implementation
and lack of maintenance could be regarded as op-
eratiorial failures, such matters gs inequitablé dis-
tribution of benefits, and negative ecological and
hydrological impacts surely speak of loopholes in
the planning process, so do poor cost recovery and
lack of beneficiary participation. Simply put, the

planners appear to have overlooked some areas of
grave importance while outlining the projects.

Whereas lack of maintenance, an endemic prob-
lem in all public sector projects, requires stern
administrative intervention, delay in implemen-
tation traces back to absence of the government’s
effective participation. Land acquisition glitch
and inadequate funding, as identified in the evalu-
ation report as the major deterrents, are areas that
can be sorted out only by the state. Fund manage-
ment doesn't seem to be the government's forte, as
was evident in the case of repairing the embank-
ments damaged by last year's devastating floods.
With the WB funding late in coming, the project
had a delayed start. t a contingencyv plan could
be drawn in anticipation of WB fund to start the
project in good time for the flood season did not
seem to occur to anyone at the relevant m.inistrg.
Poor cost recovery, too, can be ascribed to poor fi-
nance management.

On the other hand, the flood control and
draina.%le projects appear detrimental to the ecol-
Ogy and, more importantly, seem to have negative
hydrological impact elsewhere. As many as 13 of
the 17 projects under FAP-12 and also eight under
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Coping With Calamities: Not by High-tech Alone

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

People are the crucial input in relief and disaster planning. If the local population participates in
such programmes, their success rate rises dramatically. But our officialdom wants to bypass the
people in whose name it is supposed to work. Having inherited hierarchical casteist attitudes,
it is hostile to popular involvement.

duced hell on earth,

sending man and beast
alike into the same funeral
pyre. The tragedy is not just a
natural calamity, but a social
catastrophe compounded by
administrative failure and
political ineptitude, coupled
with monumental callousness.

THE Orissa cyclone has pro-

Thousands perished not just

because nature vented her fury
savagely, but because society
failed to heed her warnings.
There are many lessons for pub-
lic policy here.

* Meteorologists had warned
fully four days earlier of the
build-up of monstrous cyclonic
circulation. But the authorities
sat and watched.

* AIR and Doordarshan
broadcast cyclone warnings,
but in such technology-over-
dosed, Sanskrit-laden language
that they were not understood
by ple. especially: fisherfolk
and those living in shanty-
towns.

* The first casualty was the
disaster management system
itself. All high officials’ tele-
phones went dead. The
authorities scrambled to pro-
cure high-tech gadgets: satellite
phones, helicopters and re-
mote-sensing imagery. Most of
these failed due to “inclement”
weather (what else did they ex-
pect?). What worked was good-
old amateur radio, robust World
War Il walkie-talkies and old-
styled high-clearance vehicles,

* The biggest failure was the

Central agency meant to man-

age catastrophes and coordinate

relief, the National Disaster
Management Division. It first
panicked. and then collapsed.

This compounded its already

tainted record of inefficiency
and corruption. A CAG report

documents that Rs 670 crores of

the Calamity Relief Fund was
misused.

As officialdom bungled, and
ministers whirred around in
helicopters, people drowned,
boats capsized, 15 million be-
came homeless and had to go
without drinking water. May-
hem raged. The relief operation
was shamefully meagre in
scale, painfully slow in start-
ing, inconsiderate in planning,
and blind to the poor.
shudders to think of what
would happen in a nuclear
emergency.,

[t won't do to plead that the

evastation was unavoidable
ecause caused by natural
forces specific to the East Coast.
This argument misses two
points. South Asia is not
uniquely susceptible to natural
calamities. Nor are “natural”
disasters socially neutral in
their effects. They selectively
pick on the poor.

One

The US and Europe are also
prone to earthquakes. And yet,
according to Earthscan, all

quakes killing more than
10,000 have only occurred in
the Third World: Similarly,

hurricanes regularly hit the US,
but their toll is much smaller
than in India, Bangladesh or
the Philippines.

The average Japanese disas-
ter kills 63 people. But in Peru,
the average toll is 2,900. At the
same time as the Latur earth-

uake in Maharashtra, Cali-
ornia experienced a quake,
which was 100 times more pow-
erful. Entire families were
wiped out in Maharashtra. Only
one person died in California.

When Hurricane Elena hit
the US in 1985, five people died.
When a cyclone slammed
Bangladesh in 1991, almost a
quarter-million perished.

The vast majority who die in
"natural”™ disasters are the
Third World's poor, They perish
because they are forced to live
in unsafe conditions in danger-
OUS areas.

Natural disasters are better
anticipated in developed soci-
eties, There is extensive emer-
gency planning. Citizens are

gencies. Information is fre-
quently updated.

[n the Global South, there is
little forecasting or planning.
Information is withheld from
the public. Planning of emer-
%ency relief—especially shelter,
ood and water—is appallingly
bad. Relief infrastructures are
among the first to collapse.

In India, such devastation
from calamities has increased
three- to eight-fold over three
decades. This is explained by
social phenomena: tampering
with natural protective barri-
ers; obsession with high-tech-
nology quick-fixes; and in-
creasing inefficiency and cal-
lousness in relief provision.

Uncontrolled human activ-
ity along the coast has led to the
destruction of mangroves
which slow down hurricane-
sﬂeed winds and bind the soil.
This is especially true where
Frﬂdatnr}r activity, like shrimp-
arming, is promoted. Then,
atthere is dam-induced seismicity
00.

Second, rather than rely on
€asy-lo-use, commonsense,
methods, our administrators
have developed a fascination
for complicated, electronics-

Thus, the Meteorological De-
partment
with its sophisticated weather
satellites. But its land lines
failed. These are vital to
transmitting data to where it is
most needed.

Our scientocrats pay little
attention to the simple, the
down-to-earth, the easy — as
distinct from the sophisticated,
the ethereal. the exotic. High-
tech gadgets like satellite
phones or high-resolution im-
agery cannot be a substitute for
something basic like cyclone
shelters.

These rugged, two- or thee-
storeyed structures can with-

stand hurricanes and tidal

waves. People can take refu
and emergency rations can
stored in them. Inexpensive
shelters have saved tens of
thousand of lives in Tamil
Nadu and Andhra.

In Bangladesh too, post-1997

shelter construction has lim-
ited the death toll to low figures.
But Orissa has hardly any shel-
ters.

Providing each sub-divi-
sional town with cheap radio
systems, fire-engines and

ed high-clearance vehicles

got everything right

than buying 85 million heli-
coplers.

People are the crucial input

in relief and disaster .
If the local po ﬁnrl:lm partici-
pates in such programmes,

their success rate rises dramat-
ically. But our officialdom
wants to bypass the people in
whose name it is su to
work. Having inherited hierar-
chical casteist attitudes, it is
hostile to popular involvement.

Our tical leaders and bu-
reaucrats are not answerahle to
the public. They cannot be pun-
ished for non-performance.
This, coupled with our gener--
ally poor culture of safety,
makes for terrible inefficiency.

Our officialdom is corrupted
to a point where its sense of
duty to the public stands com-
promised. [t cannot be asked or
expected to be empathetic and
compassionate towards ordi-
nary, poor, citizens in acute dis-
tress. This behaviour too is so-
cially determined.

It is futile to indulge in
breast-beating about whether
the Orissa cyclone was sever:.th
or eighth grade in intensity.
Rather, we must treat it as a na-

tional emergency on a par with
the conflict, and mobhi-
lize an all-out relief effort.

The primary focus must be
on public action: on getting the
anemmcnt to perform, to de-
iver, to learn, to involve peo-
ple. If we succeed here even to a
small extent, Orissa's suffering

given detailed advice on emer- dependent, “expert” systems. will be far more cost-effective  will not be in vain.

Why Did the Australians Retain the British
Queen as Their Head of State?

by Harun ur Rashid

HE Australians have
I voted confirming the
Queen of Britain as the
head of state at a referendum
held on Saturday, 6th Nove-
mber in Australia. The result is
no surprise because the polls
were predicting it. However the
republicans thought that the
“undecided” voters between 7
and 12 per cent might provide
them a victory, Fifty four per
cent voted for the retention of
the Queen.

With this issue, there was
another subject which was also
put to referendum. That was the
preamble of the constitution
which recognised the existence
ol the Aboriginal and Torres
Islander people prior to British
settlement in Australia in
| 788. This preamble also suf-
fered a defeat in the referendum
as the debate on the republic or
British monarchy was so dom-
inating that had drowned the
consideration of the preamble
by the public.

A record of more than 12
million voters out of nearly 19
million population were regis-
tered as voters and under law
voting is compulsory. Penalty
is imposed if a voter does not

. &casl his/her.yote. AboutASd 20
: .00 million were spent to hold

the referendum

The core issue at the refer-
endum:.

The core issue before the
Auslralians in the referendum
was whether Australia should
have a foreigner or a local per-
son as the head of state. They
were given the opportunity to
amend the constitution of 1901
through this referendum to
choose between the present sta-
tus quo. i.e the British Queen
as their head of state and the
President in a republic, i.e.
choosing one of its citizens as

the head of state..
In my view. it is not the
constitutional monarchy

which appears to be the heart of
the issue. There is nothing
wrong with the system of con-

stitutional monarchy. The
system is working well around
our region. such as in

Cambodia, Malaysia. Nepal
and Thailand. If there was a
ceremonial monarch who was
Australian, probably the issue
would not have arisen. But the
[act is that the Queen Elizabeth
[l of Britain is the head of
Australia. She neither lives in
the country nor represents

Australia when she wisits

‘abroad.

. symbadl (the Queen) an

Australia is neither in Europe,
Internationally, for a

of the state,

despite its retention of British monarchy, nor in Asia.
“middle power” such as Australia in Asia-
image, identity and profile are impo

Pacific region, the perception,
rtant. By retaining the British monarch as its head
Australia relapses into the past at the beginning of the next century.

Under the present system,
no Australian, how distin-
guished or revered, can be
Australia’s head of state pur-
suant to its constitution. The
Queen is represented by the
Governor-General (an
Australian) in Australia. In
formal occasions., a visiting
head of a state proposes a toast
to the British Queen as Queen
of Australia and not to the
Governor General. This ap-
P&ars to be a wrong symbolism
or many in Australia at this
period of time,

The delinking of British
Queen from Australia was
raised vigorously by the former
Labour Prime Minister in
1994-95. He saw Ausiralia's

increasing raole in Asia and .

resent”
find.a
new national identity. In the
event of Australia having a
President instead of the British
Queen, he perceived that
Australia's standing in Asia
would be enhanced .

Reasons for the defeat of the
republicans: The monarchist
cleverly sidetracked the “core
issue and ran a campaign on

wanted to change the

‘the “flawed” model of a repub-

lic where two-thirds of the
members of the parliament and
not the people choose a
President. They exploited fully
the split amnnﬁ the republican
movement. There are other
reasons for the victory of the
monarchists,

First, to succeed referen-
duimn, in terms of the constitu-
tion, needs majority of voters
nationwide plus majority in at
least four states. Australia con-
sists of six states and two terri-
tories. In the past only eight out
of 42 referenda have passed be-
cause of the strict constitu-
tional provision. Another five

received overall majority but

not a majority of states. Past
experience demonstrated the
difficulty to succeed in a refer-
endum unless there was a bi-

partisan support of the major

parties.

This referendum has not re-
ceived such st%ﬂpurt from the
major parties. The present con-
servative government led by
the Liberal and National
Parties was split on this issue.
The Prime Minister ELIBFH:IHS
the monarchy while his Deputy
did not. The opposition Labour
Party supported the change.

This division among the major
parties signalled the doom of
the referendum,

Second, there are many
British permanent residents
(numbering about 200,000) who
live in Australia without being
Australian citizens and they
are eligible to vote In Australia

majority of this group cam-
galgne for the retention of

ritish monarchy. Further-
more the majority of
Australians who migrated
from Britain (Anglo-Saxon
origin) did not wish to see any
change. They are mostly over
40s and form a sizable group
and love the British Queen as
their Queen of Australia.

The rural Australians are
conservative by nature and
they were frightened from any
change. The monarchists cam-
paigned that the lands could be
taken over by the Aboriginal
people if the yes vote for the re-
public was successful. The men
and women who were involved
in the second world war with
Britain did not support sever-
ing link with the British
monarchy. The word “royal”
affixed before the Australian
government institutions con-
tinues to be a pride to them..
Once Australia become a repub-
lic, the word “royal” will dis-
appear from the titles of the
Australian institutions. It is

 interesting to note that the

Australian women in particu-
lar opposed the repuhﬁc: more
than mern.

Often, the above groups love

the Queen more than the
British people. It is in their
psyche and it is difficult to
erase this sentiment. In the
camtfalgn they proved to be a
solid band and a die-herd
monarchist. Their support
tipped the scale to the monar-
chy. Some say distance from
Britain makes the British
Queen fonder to this group of
Australians who still call
Britain as their "home”, al-
though they enter Britain
through the “aliens” channel at
British ports. They forget that a
German enters Britain more
easily and quickly through
immigration counters than an
Australian does because
Britain and Germany are

_ ““members of European Uniom,
*under law. The overwhébming ~ .

nf.ﬁi} e over li‘htlﬂ‘:ﬂ'i '
majority of Australiams "who
have migrated from countries

_other than Britain and Canada
supported

the republican
movement and there is a view
that their support strengthened
the anti-repugﬁcan sentiment
among the older Anglo-Saxon
Australians. It is a group which
is commonly known as WASP
(White Anglo-Saxon
Protestant). Interestingly those
who migrated from ﬁ'eland
(they are Catholics) supportad
the republican movement
Fourth, the attempt by the
monarchists to present the 1e-
ublic movement as somethin
or the elite worked very we
with the ordinary Australians.
Even the Prime Minister de-’
nied that the republican

-movement had originated from

grass roots level. Furthermore,
ordinary Australians have lost
faith in the politicians and
they did not support a model of
a republic where a President
would be elected by the polili-
cians. The republicans had suf-
fered from a backlash of the
negative image of politicians.
Fifth, the republican
movement was split on the
method of the appointment of
the President in case Australia
became a republic. A strong

roup supported that a
resident should be elected b
the people, such as in Ireland,
Portugal and Israel while an-
other section supported the ap-

pointment of the President
the Parliament, such as in
India and Germany. The for-
mer Labour leader and
Governor-General (1989-1996)
Bill Hayden supported the
model of direct elected
President. The republicans who
supported directly elected
President voted no in the refer-
endum along side with the
monarchists. This “unholy”
alliance appeared to be the
principal reason for the defeat
of the republicans. Had all the
republicans been united they
had a fair chance ofvictory in
the referendam.~ r°
~ Sixth, Australia {s linked in
history with Britain. Its cul-
ture, traditions and the form of
overnment were borrowed -
rom Britain. For example, the
uniform of the police officers
look exactly those of British
police. Prior to 1950, almost
migrants came from Britain.
However, Australia is located
in an Asia-Pacific region.
There appears to be a conflict
between its history and geogra-
phy. There is a view among
older Australians that

Anstralia’s security could be
Jjeopardised if the link from
Britain is severed.

Finally, there is a view that
the conservative Prime
Minister John Howard. a
Stmnﬁ monarchist, did not
keep his promise to keep dis-
lance from the daily republic
campaign. During the last days
prior to referendum, he had
given almost daily pro-
nouncermnentls against the re-
public. But his office defended
the Prime Minister for cam-
paigning a no vote for the refer-
endum. His active involvement
is believed to have influenced
miany volers to say no to the re-
publican model. The opposi-
tion leader Mr. Kim Beazley
said that the Prime Minister

\"has ri
'the republic.”

ed the process to kill

Where does it leave
Australia internationally?
Although the defeat of the re-
publicans has little impact on
day today lives of Australians.
the retention of British monar-
chy (not constitutional monar-
chy per se) as the Australian
head of the State can be seen as
clinging to the past. Is this
Kind of commitment relevant
lo Australia on the eve of 21st
cenlury 7. Perhaps not. It may
conlirm the perception that

~Australia is an out post of West

in Asia-Pacific region still

‘connected with Britain. One of

the reasons of the failure of
Australia to secure a seat in the
UN Security Council in 1996
was the perceived identifica-
tion of Australia with the
Western interests by the devel-
oping countries in Asia. At the
same it was an irony that
European countries did not
support Auslralia in the elec-
tion of the Security Council.

There is a view that
Australia’s international
standing could be ‘compared to
an element which is neither
liguid nor solid. a marginal in-
stance. Thalt means Australia
is neither in Evirope, despite #ts
retention ‘of British monarchy,
nor in Asia. Internationally,
for a "middle power™ such as
Australia in Asia-Pacific re-
gion. the perception, image,
identity and prolile are impor-
lant. By rfrtainin%] the British
monarch as its head of the
state. Australia relapses into
the past at the beginning of the
next century. Even many
British found it strange that
Australia preferred to be linked
with the British monarchy
which itself seemed to be seri-
ously questioned in Britain.
Many believe that Australians
denionstrated “holier than
Pope™ attitude by defeating the
republican model.

Conclusion: It would be a
decade before the Australians
were given another opportunit
to decide their constitution
status. There is a view that it
could be quicker if the crgpusl-
tion Labour Party wins the na-
lional election which must be
held between August and
December. 2001. Although the
republicans are defeated, the
movement to “modernise”
Australia will continue.

The author, a barrister. is
SJormer Bangladesh Ambassad-
or lo the UUN. Geneva.

the Master Planning Organisation (MPO) have re-

sulted in higher water levels outside the project ar-
eas. It certainly beats the very purpose of the pro-
jects in the broader perspective of flood control.

Now that the problem areas have been identi-
fied, we would expect the government to come up
with effective and immediate solution to them, In a
country prone to frequent floods, this is one area
we should put sustained attention to.

Idle Dog Squad

HE much-hyped dog squad appears to have be-
come redundant in police affairs. The German
Shepherds and Labradors, procured from abroad a
ﬁear back, are not engaged in the work they have
een trained for, primarily to help the police
“conduct screening operations against potential
terrorists and detect illegal arms.” Apparently, we
are not getting the benefit we were supposed to have
from the dog squad. On the contrary, we are spend-
ing nearly two lakh taka a day on a project in
which the government initially invested Tk three
crore.

Now, there's no dearth of firearms-carrying ter-
rorists in our politically turbulent society. The
measures, however, to keep the law and order un-
der control are still inadequate. We expected, dur-
Ing recent recovery of explosives which sent scare
amung the people that this squad would be em-
Ployed. Regrettably, it was not. The DMP Commis-
sioner has furnished a shallow rationale saying,
"As the explosives were found in open spaces and
were not kept hidden, we did not use dog squad to
detect those”.

Well, question now looms over the recovery-
news of seventeen thousand small losives from
different places in the capital during the first three
days of this week. There should have been a recov-
ery drive especially for the ingredients like sul-
phuli:;, potassium nitrate etc. d the authority
co
drive more successful. It didn’t.

The inaction and, in the process, idling
public money lead us to believe that service of this
specialised unit is no more neces . We would
arge the authority concerned: either put the dogs to

Llise' or dismantle the squad project.

engage the dog squad to make the

away |

Dark Cloud on a Silver Lining

Continued from page 1
dum to the Prime Minister
during her recent visit to the
Press Club she reportedly said,
“Similar attacks also took place
during BNP's rule. So what is
there to complain about?” Did
the PM mean to say that since
press-bashing is an old habit we
cannot expect to see any im-
Brnvement during her time?

oesn't such replies give the
signal to the police that they can
continue to beat up the press as
they have been doing? During
her speech at the Press Club
she spent a significant portion
of it castigating this paper for
what she considered to be a
wrong heading (not the news)
and asked “what about ac-
countability of such papers”.
And yet she did not find a word
of consolation for the two pho-
tographers who were shot by
her police except to say that
BNP did the same S.

On Monday we published a
picture of a person in civilian
clothes carrying a big shotgun
alongside another person in
plainclothes but with a “police”
tag on his chest. The question in
public mind was who was the
other person who did not iden-

tify himself as police? Who was

he? How was he allowed to
carry a shotgun, and for what
purpose? Since when have the

lice decided to field such uni-
orm-less and tag-less “police”
personnel on the streets? Why
wasn't the public informed
about it? How was the public to
distinguish between a criminal
carrying a gun and such

unidentified “police” :a.rryin? a
gun? Will not this practice
ipermit criminals to im te

':thr_?an-callcd ‘plalnclnptelll-:n;u- '

e want to ask, are plain-

clothes ce nnel permit-
“ted to hll:'ﬁi}djzﬂ weapon as this

man was doing? The point we
are making here is that since
norms and practices are being
so deliberately and disdainfully
flouted, public confidence and
trust in the police is decreasing.
Police is being seen more and
more as an instrument to im-
pose the ruling party's will
rather than enforce the law of
the land. If we are to believe the
Home Minister's claims that
housewife Rina. Ahmad was
killed NOT by police firing but
by the miscreants, then could
that miscreant be one such
person depicted in our picture?

Khoka, the BNP MP from old
Dhaka and its popular Mayoral
candidate, is a well liked public
figure. Even his political oppo-
nents like him for his sincerity,
dedication and commitment. He
is always out in front with his
ﬁjarty workers in hail or storm.

s contact with the people of
his constituency is quite un-
matched. In short “Khoka
Bhai" is a popular figure - not
only in his party but also among
the public in general, one for
whom outpouring of public
sympathy is likely to be quite
spontaneous. Police obviously
knows him well, not only be-
cause he is a former minister,
a sitting MP but also because he
Is so often in the streets leading
processions. So why did they
shot at him, and from such a
close range, and on the very
day after the PM sent out an
olive branch? Was it to des
any chance of a fruitful dialogue
with the opposition made possi-
ble by the PM's offer?

Now let us go back to the
first set of questions. We think
the PM’'s statement contains
significant concessions. It has
the seed which can be made to
grow into a successful set of ne-
gotiations. We also think that

the Home Minister's speech in
the Parliament on the lollowing
day was in direct contrast to

the PM's statement (see edito-
rial). This duel signal gives am-
ple reason for the opposition to
doubt the sincerity of the AL
Chief's initiative. Today, her of-
fer lies buried under the picture
of Khoka's blood-drenched head
that was carried by most of the
national newspapers.

We want to see the Prime
Minister's offer getting the im-
portance that it deserves. We
want proper discussions on the
meaning and implication of

what she said. We do so only

because we think there is no al-
ternative to a dialogue between
our two big parties. Sheikh
Hasina's offer that she is willing
to talk about the opposition's
"one-point” demand means that
she is willing to talk about earl
elections. She did make this of-
fer earlier and therefore for her
to consider it again is not vn-
usual. But her offer will have to
be reciprocated by the opposi-
tion. To start with they (the D]F])'
position) will have to take the
su?zstiun seriously, analyse it,
understand and interpret its
implication and then chalk cut
its own negotiating strategy in
the dialogue that will have to
ensue.

For the above to take place
Sheikh Hasina will have to do
one simple thing. She will have
to make the offer, which she
made in a rather casual man-
ner while responding to somne

uestions of newsmen, more
ormally. Either she or, prefer-
ably, in her place the AL secre-
tary general, Zillur Rahman,
should write to his counterpart
a letter incorporating the sug-
gestion made by the PM. AL
must understand that public

‘statements and off-the-cuff re-

marks cannot be made the ba-
sis of serious political negotia-

‘tions. There has to be some-

thing more concrete. The ten-
dency here will be to say that
what can be more official than
a statement of the PM, so there
is no need for any such letter.
Our answer to that is serious
comnmunication is, and will al-
ways be, "addressed” to a par-
ticular person or institution.
Throwing a statement into the
public domain and then ct-
ing it to be taken seriously, is
not rational. Then again ify the
FM and the AL is sincere about
the dialogue, and if they are
willing to disciiss the "one-point”
demand of the opposition as
stated by the PM herself, then
what is the harm in opening a
direct channel of communica-
tion.

In the same vein we also ap-
peal to the opposition not to ig-
nore the offer made by the P
and brush it aside with their
usual disdain. We believe that
there is something in the PM's
offer which can be developed
into some serious negotiating

ints. Please do not make the
uture of the country a hnstﬁe
to your suspicions of the ;
Just as the PM made a public
ofter, the opposition can re-
spond equally in a public man-
ner as to how a dialogue can
actually take place. The BNP
can justifiably be upset about
the injury of its three leaders
but still the world cannot stop
for that. If the PM is willi to
discuss the main demand of the
ngﬁzsiUUn. then it is morally
ObDligatory on the latter's part to
respond.

e conclude by asking how
lnniwﬂl the future of this coun-
try hang in balance of your per-
sonal whims, suspicions and

idiosyncrasies?

Hartal and holiday

Sir, We hate hartal. Two-day
weekly holiday is also not ac-
ceptable, as our country is an
underdeveloped one. We are re-
questing for opening all gov-
ernmentl offices, banks.
schools, colleges, universities,
hospitals and others organisa-
tion on one weekly holiday in-
stead of hartal day. We cannot
carry on like this.

Abdul Kadir
Plotr# 7, Road # 11, Sector # 3
Uttara, Dhakea 1230

Quest for justice

Sir, All types of heinous
crimes seem possible in the so-
ciety we are living in. Child mo-
lestation and rape even by the
police have become common-
place. Throwing acid on young
women has been haunting the
society over a long period of
time. The harrowing experience
the victims suffer from acid

burn is unimaginable.

We have read many reports

in the print media. But unfor-

tunately we have not seen or
read any exemplary punish-
ment by which the rate of crime
might be reduced. It is a mystery
how the criminals are ex-

i;mplecl_ Sometimes political

ink is said to be responsible for
the absence of justice: But how
long will ttis continue? We are
tarnishing the image of our
courntry.

Take a note to the excerpt
that I am quoting from a for-
eign media, Does this enhance
our image or blemish it?

“Nov. | - When [ first began
researching this story, |
heard about barbaric acts of vi-
olence against women in the
third world, but | had no idea
that hundreds of young women
In Bangladesh were being at-
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tacked with sulphuric acid sim-
ply because they dared to say no
to men.

“Acid throwing has been
called the most barbaric crime
of the century. Experts say
Lthree Lo five women a week are
being burned with acid in

‘Bangladesh, and the numbers

are increasing at an alarming
rate...” (By: Connie Chung,
ABCNEWS.com; Monday,
November 1, 8 p.m. ET).

[, very humbly urge all re-
sponsible people of the count
to halt for a moment and thin
about the future of our country.
Which direction the country is

“heading to? Will we still remain

lethargic and self-centred? Let
us shake the fabric of the soci-
ety and set it right.

Mahmudul Hasan

Lecturer,

Dept. of English
Mohammadpur Central

University College M"

Power failure

Sir. Faridabad and Gandaria
1s a well-known residential
area in the old part of Dhaka
cily Seven or eight lakh people
live in this locality.

"~ For the past few weeks resi-

dents of Faridabad and Gan-
daria have been experiencing
intermittent power failure.
Power failure has been virtu-
ally chronic here.

All of a sudden electricity
goes off and the sufferings of the
residents especially the
school and college going stu-
dents — know no bounds.

We would therefore urge the

= duthoritly concerned to take
-steps for

in
arca.

power failure
Faridabad and Gandaria
in old part of Dhaka city.

- Mahbubuddin Chowwdhu

I 7. Hart Charan Roy
Faridabad, Dhaka- 1204



