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Dialogue at Any Cost

WE find no words strong enough to record our
shock and outrage at the news that BNP leader
Sadek Hossain Khoka received bullet injuries dur-
ing hartal yesterday. We condemn this police ac-

tion.

It is highly regrettable that this should have
happened closely on the heels of the Prime Minis-
ter's open-ended offer for conciliatory talks with
the opposition at a time and place, and on a list of
agenda of the latter's choosing. The PM even ex-
pressed her willingness to discuss the one-point
demand of the opposition, meaning the resigna-
tion of her government, obviously as a precursor to
early elections.

Yet, we realise that while those who fired at the
BNP leader must be severely punished, the PM's
updated dialogue offer, crucial as it is at this junc-
ture, need not get shot down because of yesterday'’s
incident.

The PM's offer professedly addressed the central
demand of the Opposition — namely, early elec-
tions. No impediment to dialogue should be con-
sidered too insurmountable by the opposition to
spurn it. That will amount to throwing the baby
with the bath water. The opposition should seri-
ously consider the window of opportunity opened
by the offer for talks without being a stickler for
any precondition. That ought not to be there fol-
lowing the government's express willingness to
discuss even its own resignation to be followed by
fresh polls,

Let's suggest a check-list of do's and don'ts for the
ruling party and the opposition towards fostering
the right kind of environment for the talks to en-
sue.

It is imperative for government leaders and high
AL party functionaries to stop: (a) all police action
against the opposition; (b) arresting any opposi-
tion leader or activist from a rally or elsewhere
and (c) making slanderous remarks against or crit-
ical references to any opposition leader, top-side or
mid-ranking. In fact by way of a confidence-build-
ing measure, the government should actively think
of releasing detenues kept under political consid-
erations, covert or overt. They could also stay the
cases where opposition followers are involved.

The opposition for its part should take up the di-

alogue process seriously. Working out the modali-
ties for a dialogue could take a long time if efforts
are not consciously made to shorten the process.
This has to be borne in mind for the sake of an
early dialogue materialising to replace the state of
high-voltage confrontation raging between the AL
and the BNP.

Wise Decision, Indeed

AFTER months of' intense debate, controversy
and speculation, the government has finally
backed out from its hitherto hard-line stand on the
issue of constructing an international convention
centre at the Osmany Udyan. Its change of heart,
though many may feel inclined to interpret it as
caving in under pressure, is praiseworthy all the
same. Our heartiest congratulations to the gov-
ernment for nbt compromising public interest for
its own political egoism. What's more, the decision
to shift the site of the Bangabandhu Convention
Centre for the upcoming Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) Summit from Osmany Udyan to Sher-e-

Bangla Nagar strongly reflects the state machin-
ery’s eco-consciousness. It is not a political issue
and has never been. Indeed, the ru ing party de-
serves a pat on the back for looking at it througli a
proper perspective,

Basically, the credit for saving the greenery at
the Udyan goes to the members of the civil society
who doggedly pursued the cause ever since the gov-
emment plan was aired. Through a string of such
programmes as sit-in, human chain, demonstra-
tion etc., they successfully mobilised people from
all walks of life behind a just cause. The revision of
the government's plan is an acknowledgment of
their tenacity and, more importantly, the cause
they had made their own.

From the very outset this paper has been vocal
against environmental degradation in general and
mooted annihilation of the Osmany Udyan in par-
ticular. Through reports, news analyses, articles
and editorial comments, we did try to highlight the
disastrous effect that construction of the conven-
tion centre at the Udyan would have on the envi-
ronment at the city-centre. Fortunately, our efforts
coupled with the sustained movement by the civil
society have had the desired effect. The govern-
ment has realised in time the mistakes it was
about to make. Once again. we thank the goveln-
ment for correctly discerning what is in best pub-
lic interest.

Recruitment at JU

THE already vitiated atmosphere of Jahangirna-
ar University seems to have been tarnished
further by the decision of its vice chancellor. to ap-
point eight teachers on ad hoc basis even as the in-
stitution remains closed sine die. The VC, who had
already allegedly responsible for some ills of this
august institution, has apparently bared his
knuckles again. He has taken undue advantage of
the 1973 University Act whereby the VC is empow-
ered to appoint teachers on ad hoc basis 'for the
immediate needs of any department if the process
of recruitment turned out to be len y. Since the
University is in indefinite recess the VC cannot
justify the urgency for his having recruited those
eight teachers in question. The president of the JU
Teachers' Association has strongly criticised the
action of the Vice Chancellor saying that the VC
'has broken all El‘EViDllS records regarding ap-
pointment of teachers on ad hoc basis'. It has also
protested the appointments suggesting that those
were made on political considerations. ’

The report published in The Daily Star on Mon-
day said that a teacher, appointed on the recom-
mendation of her chairman husband of the same
department, had been rejected thrice earlier. on.
Two lecturers were appointed in Archaeology De-
Fartment though they were supposed to appear be-
ore a selection committee on 9 November. An al-
leged anti-social element, rejected on an earlier oc-
casion, was appointed to the IR department though
he did not purportedly have graduation or masters
degree in International Relations.

All these actions of the VC are suspected by his
detractors to be aimed at im roving his support
base for the next elections to the VC panel and for
the teachers' representatives to the Syndicate.

We strongly feel that those ad hoc appointments
should be reviewed for what they are worth with

steglsu ié:ent to test them against set standards for
| rec ent. :

Can We Stop Hartals by Reducing Government-term?

hartals is threatening

Bangladesh again. The
opposition parties have now
decided not to participate in
any of the upcoming local
elections. Instead they have
settled on one-point demand.
namely resignation of the
government and holding of
mid-term  parliamentary
elections. What this means is
that the country is again faced
with the prospect of a long
hase of either continuous or at
east continual hartals.

The government in turn has
proclaimed that it will resist
the o %sitmn's one-point de-

. The

man ruling party appears
to be gearing up resistance to

the opposition prngull_'ammes on
the street. Given stiff resistance
by the government, and given

widespread public apathy to-
wards politics, it is not clear

T HE menace of continuous

*whether the opposition will be

successful in achieving its one-
point demand even if it pressed
ahead with a programme of
hartals. However, the point is
not whether the one-point
movement will succeed in forc-
ing the government to resign.
The point is that no matter
whether it succeeds or not, such
a movement based on hartals
will cause serious damage to
Bangladesh's economy and so-
ciety.

It has been reported that the
government is cunsidering
building “Garments Palli
alongside Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway and keeping the high-
way unaffected by hartal so
that the garment exporters can
continue to meet the shipping
deadlines. These are certainly
interesting ideas. However, as
The Daily Star has noted in its
editorial [(November 2, 1999)
these ideas do not address the
root of the problem, namely the
cause of the hartal menace it-
self.

The people are deeply frus-
irated with the political parties’
inability to practice a healthy
form of competition. The busi-
Nness community is getting an-
i;r],r. The donor community is
eeling dejected. The public
yearns for a relief from this de-
structive politics. Prof, Yunus
expressed this feeling well when
in his recent (Justice
Muhammad Ibrahim memo-
rial) lecture he put the question:
"When will the nation be re-
lieved of this shorbonasha ra-
Jniti?”

Different Ideas to
Mitigate “Hartal”
Problem

Many ideas have been so far

OVEMBER 15 by-election
Nln the Bashail-

Shakhipur constituency
tn Tangail district odght wel]
mark a turning point not only
for the rulin% Awami Leapgue,
but for the future course of
Bangladesh’'s national politics
as well. Incidentally, the
Awami League had started its
Journey from Tangail back in
1950 with unprecedented
victory in a similar by-election
by a dissident ruling Muslim
League activist late Shamsul
Haque. who along with late
Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani floated (he new
opposition party, the first
viable one in erstwhile East
Bengal (East Pakistan) with the
disgruntled elements of the
then Muslim League. It is said
that history repeats itself and
ironically history is being
repeated in very same Tangail
with the ruling party rebel
leader Kader Siddiqui, since
expelled for openly criticising
the Prime Minister for what he
termed as her cronyism, cor-
ruption and highhanded rule, is
challenging his own party lead-
ership. Ironically, when late
Shamsul Haque challenged the
then Muslim League leadership
he also used almost the same
languages Kader Siddiqui is ut-
tering now. =

Kader Siddiqui has admit-
tedly set a unique example. He
resigned from his parliamen-
tary seat and is seeking re-elec-
tiori to show that in being ex-
pelied from the party on whose
ticket he sought popular man-.
date he has forfeited his right to
cling to the position of law-
maker of that party. His deci-
sion to re-seek the confidence of
the voters, therefore, sans his
former party identity, will go

by Dr Nazrul Islam

The current government was elected with a constitutionall
government has the right to remain in power until the
government has the option to call elections before they
some time back publicly

y mandated term of five years. So this
completion of the term. Of course, a
are due. In fact, the Prime Minister herself
toyed with the idea of holding national elections in 2000 instead of in
2001. Whether she will do so or not is her own prerogative
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expressed to mitigate the hartal
problem. These ideas may be
classified into several types.
The first of these is in the na-
ture of appeals and exhorta-
tions. For example, Prof.
Rehman Sobhan in a recent ar-
ticle (The Daily Star, April 27,
1999) rightly noted that, "It is
unheard of in any political dis-
pensation that the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition never have any po-
litical dialogue.” He therefore
suggested that. "Here again the
ice has to be broken by the rul-
ing party. I would thus expect
the Prime Minister to drop in
uninvited to talk to the leader
of the opposition.” Similar sug-
gestions have also been made
many times by The Daily Star
editorials.

A second type of ideas is of
udicial nature. In fact,

angladesh High Court itself
initiated a suo-moto process to
bring political parties to the
court and account for their be-
havior. Dr. Jaffor Ullah, a regu-
lar contributor to The Daily
Star, has suggested that the vic-
tims of hartal should file suit
against the political parties in
court and seek hefty compensa-
tion. -
The third type of ideas advo-
cates generation of social pres-
sure. For example, suggestions
have been made that the busi-
ness communities should stop
Eatrnruzing (giving funds) to po-

tical parties until they shun
hartal. Similarly, the elec-
torate has been advised to act
against the party calling most
hartals, etc.

The fourth type of ideas is of
institutional nature. Here the
idea is to make such institu-
tional changes that will remove
or weaken the root causes of
continuous hartals. One such
idea Is to shorten the govern-
ment-term. For example, in a
Daily Star article (December 9,
1998) the current author sug-
gested shortening the govern-
ment-term from current five-
year to four years. Why and how
such a change can mitigate the
root cause of continuous har-
fals were detailed out in that
article. As we shall see, other
institutional ideas have also
been voiced.

Awami Leag
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All these different ideas
have merit and deserve due
consideration. In many re-
spects, these are complemen-
tary instead of being mutually
exclusive. What is however im-
portant to note is that many of
the other proposed measures
may remain ineffective unless
appropriate institutional
changes are made. That 1is the
reason why attention needs to
be focused on the necessary jn-
stitutional change.

Importance of
Institutional Change

An analogy with the demand
for elections under caretaker
government can illustrate the
point. This demand arose from
the fact or perception that the
incumbent political parties in
Bangladesh unduly influence
election results. Again, there
could be many different ap-
proaches to this problem. One
could appeal to the political
parties not to do so. One could
suggest taking instances of elec-
toral malpractice to the court,
One could also sug%ﬁzst putti
social pressure on the politic
parties. However, Bangladesh's
experience as a nation showed
that all these measures, while
helpful, could not solve the
problem. There had to be an in-
stitutional change to overcome
it. This change came in the
form of a constitutional
amendment requiring parlia-
mentary elections to be held
under neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. So far Bangladesh
had two elections under care-
taker governments. The first
one was held even before the
above amendment was passed.
The election of 1991 gave vic-
tory to the BNP. The election of
1996 gave victory to the Awami
League. On both occasions the
defeated parties had complaints
about the fairness of the elec-
tions. However, the complaints
were not of such order as to
prumﬁt them to challenge the

overall results. In other words,
the institutional change
worked.

The same is the situation
with the hartal problem.
Appeals, threat of judicial re-

course, generation of social

ressure will all be helpful.

lowever, the Gordian knot will
not be cut unless the necessary
institutional change is made. In
the case of the hartal problein,
the most important institu-
tional change to be shorten-
ing of the government-ternn.
This needs to be accompanied
by a few other changes discussed
below.

Increasing Support for
Reduction of

Government-term

It is heartening to note that
the idea of institutional change
as i:'llj way to overcome the hartal
roblem is gaining support. or
Example, %flr. r? }gpuﬁbfd.
Managing Director of BRAC, in
a recent interview with The
Daily Star ril 9, 1999), ex-
pressed the lollowing view: °I
think  that if we had general
elections every four years, in-
clu all other local govern-
ment elections, under a neutral
caretaker government, so no
elections tﬁla«::«“: under any
government other than a neu-
tral caretaker government,
whether it is general election.
council election or municipal-
ity elections, that will seem to
circumvent the idea of having
mid-term elections.” Thus we
see that Mr. Abed is favouring
shortening of government-term
to four years. In addition, he is
suggesting another institu-
tional change, namely bunch-

ing of elections. Such bunchin
is vegr common in the devel-
oped democracies. For example,
in the US it is a common prac-
tice to hold national, state, and
local elections on the same day.
For Bangladesh, as Mr. Abed
ﬂ%}lﬂ}" argued, such bunching
will take away to a great extent
the sources of political strife
during the regular term of a
government. In the same inter-
view, Mr. Abed suggested an-
other institutional measure,
namely abolition of by-elec-
tions. The political parties can
be given the power to nominate
someone to replace the mem-
bers of the vacant seats. Again,
developed democracies can pro-
vide relevant example. In the
US no by-elections are held for

Tangail By-election

ue versus Awa

By Mansoor Mamoon

pre-maturely wvacant Senate
seats. Instead. the governor of
the state nominates some

for that seat to serve as the
Senator for the remainder of
the term.

Other perceptive people in
Bangladesh are also rccpoqmz-
ing potentiality of institu-
tional changes as a way of over-
coming political volatility. For
example, Prof. Rehman Sobhan
in the article mentioned above
noted that, "To attempt to un-
seat an elected government be-
fore its five years are up, no
matter how unsatisfactory its
performance, reflects an un-

seemly impatience for Rawer by

the opposition and a reluctance

to accept the rules of the demo-

cratic process. If five years is
seen as too long to permit for
the persistence of misgover-
nance by a particular regime,
we can amend the constitution
to set a ar tenure of of-
fice. But this process has to be
done legally with backing from
a political consensus reached
through national dialogue.”
(The Daily Star, April 27, 1999).
Mr. Abdul Awal Mintoo, the
FBCCI president, has also made
slatements suggesting reduction
of the government-term to even
only two years.

The exact length by which
the government-term Sgﬂuld be
reduced can of course be further
discussed. There are instances
in developed democracies of

overnment-term shorter than
our years. For example, in
Australia the government-term
runs only for three years.
However, in the context of
Bangladesh a term less than
four years may prove to be too
short. In Bangladesh, there is
now the provision of caretaker
government to be installed
ninety days before the election.
This means that even with a
lour-year period, the effective
term will be three year and nine
months. Hence under
Bangladesh's circumstances, a
four-year term may be more ap-
propriate, It is not by happen-
stance that the opposition par-
ties’ one-point movement is
tlgyatajhzmg in the fourth year
of the government. This de-
mand did not emerge or firm up
during the second or the third

year of the term. It is the fourth
year that seems to be somethi
of a Rubicon in adesh -
itics beyond which lies only
strife. Bangladesh's opposition
politicians’ patience simply
does not last into the fifth year.
It is in the best interest of the
nation to constitutionally take
that year out of the govern-
ment-term.

What Can the Prime

Minister Do?

The Prime Minister has been
trying to stop hartals. She has
announced that in future.the
Awami League will never call
hartal even when it is in oppo-
sition. That is indeed a very
binding commitment. However,
even such commitments are not
proving effective. Prime
Minister's appeals to the oppo-
sition to shun hartals are going
unheeded. It is therefore clear
that she has to do something
else if she wants to save the
country from the hartal men-
ace. Being in power, she bears
more responsibility for the
overall situation of the country.
If the economy suffers as a re-
sult of hartals and political
strife then the performance of
her government will be hurt.
The Prime Minister took the

lead in bringing about the con-
stitutional améndment requir-

ing elections to be held under
caretaker government. She can
take a similar lead in introduc-
ing another constitutional
amendment bill that will reduce
the government-term, bunch
national and local elections
together, and do away with by-
elections. The opposition
parties in turn should par-
ticipate in the discussion of
such a bill and help in its ulti-
mate adoption.

The thorny question that
remains is what happens to the
term of the current government.
The current government was
clected with a constitutionally
mandated term of five years. So
this government has the right
to remain in power until the
completion of the term. Of
course, a government has the
option to call elections before
they are due. In fact, the Prime
Minister herself some time
back publicly toyed with the
idea of holding national elec-
tions in 2000 instead of in 2001.
Whether she will do so or not is
her own prerogative. We can
certainly hope that she will do
what is the best for the nation.

The author is professor of
economics at the Emory
University. Atlanta, USA
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fully accept defeat setting yet
another example of upholding
democratio ‘culture oriwill he

N H,,t,l;aj._sﬂith:‘ql[d,haﬁt of subtle rig-

If Kader Siddiqui could come out viclorious, the history will be diﬁeren?.
analysis the stakes of both the Awa:ni League and Kader Siddiqui are,
Siddiqui it will be a question of his political survival and for the A

keeping it unscathcd

Hence in the_ﬁnul

indeed, too high. For Kadcr
wami League, to continue

down in the history of
Bangladesh as very much in
conformity with the spirit and
principles of democracy. In the
past, particularly during the
successive regimes of General
Ershad and Bepum Khaleda Zia,
lawmakers conveniently
switched partdy atfiliations with
impunity or delayed legal ver-
dict without either bothering
or constitutional obligations
in this regard or for the voters’
UFlﬂiﬂﬂ, Even during the time
of this regime also two BNP
lawmakers were inducted in the
cabinet setting the worst exam-
ple of betrayal of the party
which nominated them as well
as that of the voters with whose
mandate they were elected. The
Election Comimission has in a

- recent judgement under direc-

tive from the Supreme Court
cancelled their membership.
Kader Siddiqui has not only re-
nounced the party to which he
originally belonged and with
whose ticket he was elected but
also his membership in
Parliament. After surmounting
lot of impediments allegedly
created by the administration if
finally Kader Siddiqui is re-
elected the shock-wave that it
will generate will be simply
tremendous for the ruling party
leadership. In the event of such
a development the by-election
though will not he the Waterloo

for the Awami League, its im-
pact will, however, be far reach-
ing for the party as well as on
the country's overall political
scenario.

Kader Siddiqui has let it be
amply known that the by-elec-
tion is a fight between the “gen-
uine” Awami Leaguers (meaning
his own) versus the "unwhole-
some” Awami Leaguers {under
Sheikh Hasina's leadcrship).
Political observers are apt to
describe in a jocular vein the
engagement as between an
Awami League versus Awami
League one. The ruling party
lea ershi{:m is prone to dismiss
any rebellion in the party as
ineffective citing the example of
Dr Kamal Hossain who broke
away after the 1991 general
election and the evenfual return
of the Mohiuddin-Razzak
BAKSALites to original fold. It
is further vociferous in its
claim that such individualistic
dissidence will do no harm to
what it describes as the "largest
mass organisation"” in the coun-
iy When late Shamsul Haque
challenged the Muslim Leaﬁu':
in 1950 he was also poohpoohed
in an identical manner as
Kader Siddiqui's prospect is
being viewed in a contemptuous
manner by the present Awami
League leadership. Kader
Siddiqui has already spelt out

]1

his next course of action.

He will convene a separate
council of the Awami League,
expel whom he describes as the
fake Awami Leaguers (as they
did in his case) and reorganise
and revitalise the party imbued
with spirit of the War of
Liberation and the ideals of his
leader Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. If he wins the election
he is likely to get the support of
some more Awami Leaguers
who feel deprived and are sit-
ting on the fence. Apart from

etting the support of the free-

om fighters and common peo-
ple in his constituency, Kader
Siddiqui is also counting on the
tacit backing of the BNP and the
Jatiya Party (Ershad faction) as
well as the Gono Forum led by
Dr. Kamal Hossain. In support-
ing Kader Siddiqui their main
intention is to see a possible
split in the Awami League and
to see its relegation further.

Shamsul Haque's victory in
the 1950 by-election inspired
the opposition parties to forin
the United Front which swept
the 1954 general elections.
Kader Siddiqui's victory is
likely to demoralise the Awami
Leaguers to some extent and
promipt the opposition parties
to forge strong alliance and fuel
their current one-point move-
ment for the ouster of the gov-

-

National Water
Policy

Sir, It is encouraging that -ve
now have a National Water
Fnllcg It is a flexible policy and
is subject to review and modifi-
cation as need arises. WARPO is
now busy in formulating
National Water Management
Plan based on the National
Water Policy. WARPO is also
busy in involving increased
number of people in pr:Baﬂng
the National ater
Management Plan. To that end
as per news report in The Daily
Star dated 7/11 /99, workshops
are being held at six Divisional
Headquarters.

I would like to point out a
gap that is apparent in the
adopted policy. This is in re-
spect of article 4.15, Research
and Information Management,
In the sub-article 4.15(ka), the
policy statement says: a central
and comprehensive database:
and database management sys-
tem will be built by collecting
information and data from the
existing organisations. This is
very good; but then what about
the existing data collecting or-
Eanlsatiuns? They have not

een covered under the um-
brella of National Water Policy.

Of the existing organisations
responsible for water-sector
data-collection, Hydrology
Department of BWDB is a ma]]nr
data-collection agency. With
the increasing demand on water
resources management, more

sophisticated and reliable data
are now required and modern-
day data-collection technology
to meet this challenge need
trained and professional peo-
ple. Although there had been
substantial efforts in this field
but there has not been any sus-
tainable improvement due to
institutions! shortcomings.

In the policy statement and
also in the ensuing National
Water Management Plan, this
gap should be adequately dealt
with so that necessary institu-
tional environment is avail-
able for the sustained develop
ment of manpower and tech-
nology.

M.A.Matin
403 West Ka
Shere-Bang

Nagar
Dhaka 1207

Dirty politics

Sir. It seems that hartal has
become a .part of our daily life.
Awami League had called 173
days hartal in the regime of the
past government and now the
opposition is following suit. Many
of them could have been
avoided if the government had
been a bit tolerant.

Destruction of public prop-
erty during hartal is most ob-
jectionable, The newly built Bi-
man office in Chittagong which
cost crores of taka was burnt
down and the railway station, a
dream fulfilled for the people of

L]

Chittagong suffered destruction
in the hands of the picketers
during the hartal days of the
Pasl government,

Should the present opposition
tlestroy garbage truck of city
carporation though it is nothin
compared with what happene
in the tenure of the past gov-
ernment — still we protest this.
They have no right to destroy
public property.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Good game!

Sir, It was a sensational
draw with England A by the
Bangladesh cricket team. |
think, this is another step
closer to Test cricket. | hope
within three or four years, we
will be able to reach our target.
My greetings to Khaled Masood
for his unbeaten 103.

Jewel
Masters Student,

Kassel University,
Germany

Kidnapping school
kids

Sir, The recent kidnapping

incidents on the Dhaka

University campus have af-
fected the image of the univer-

_ sity. As a student of DU, I do feel

embarrassed, although the gen-
eral students have no connec-
tion with this. | have no lan-

Euagc to condemn this act of
arbarism. Some non-student
political activists, the author-
ity and the law-enforcing
agency are responsible for these
acls.

When at a time the con-
frontational politics, force‘ul
occupation cf residential halls
and toll collection had shat-
lered the image of lhe Arts
Facully, we fclt proud of cur
Scicnce Faculty, which is fiec
from these. A recently ap-

inted provost at the Karzon

all has taken personal init'a-
tives 1o drive out all non-stu-
dent political cadres out from
the main building. General stu-
dents felt proud of his brave ini-
tiative and congratulated him.
Although the goons are driven
out from the main building,
they have taken shelter in the
extension dormitory, which is
very close to the main building.

The resident-students are
under the impression that re-
cent incidents are being
place in collaboration wit
those goons,

I want to draw attention of
the Vice Chancellor to take nec-

essary steps.

Hamidur Rahman
An embarrassed
Science faculty student.

ernment. It is true that one by-

election will not be a determin- |

ing factor for the future of the
Awami League as one hay does

not make a sunshin ut the
by-poll in Tangail will have a

different connotation and its
fall-out will be long lasting if
the outcome gfes against the
ruling party. Probably realising
this, the party in power has
thrown all its it for return-
ing its candidate and a door to
door campaign has ensued. It
resembles a hand to hand bat-
tle. Top brasses in the govern-
ment including the Prime
Minister have visited the area
and allegations of breach of
code of election conduct have
been raised against them at the
Election Tribunal. All eyes are
now focused on the by-election
in Tangail.

But supposing Kader
Siddiqui fails to return... A
valiant freedom fighter as he
had been in 1971, will he grace-

cgiing'tfik'e the defeated candi-
‘dates in all elections irrespec-
tive of party affiliation? Any
attempt on his part to desta-
bilise post-by-poll scenario in
Tangail will not create much
impact. Localised issues nor-
mally do not create stirrings on
the national level. Minus or-
ganisational strength no issue
or agenda can be pushed to the
desired target. Kader Siddiqul
resembles David of the Gospel
compared to the Goliath-like
organisational stren of the
Awami e. David, however,
vanquished Goliath and if
Kader Siddiqui could come out
victorious, the history will be
different. Hence in the final
analysis the stakes of both the
Awami League and Kader
Siddiqui are, indeed, too high.
For Kader Siddiqui it will be a
question of his political sur-
vival and for the Awami League,
to continue keeping it un-
scathed. Only time will say
which way the political wind
will blow.

. The writer, a SAARC Gold
Medalist, is a former Research
Fellow of the Commonwea'th
Foundation on Broadcasting
and Institute of South Ecst

Asian Studies, Singapore.

& Buchwald'st

"Hndest Abe and M

HE latest literary scandal concerns the biography of
Ronald Reagan titled "Dutch.” Edmund Morris. a distin-

guished historian, has admitted to havin

a bad time

recording Reagan'’s life. so he decided to invent a fictitious char-
acter — himself — and wrote about all he good times he and

Dutch had wogeib»r.

It has been a lively topic of conversation in literary circles

ever since. If Morris invented himself, how can we be sure he
didn't invent the entire book? I must admit | see nothing wrong
with what he did. The reason is that I have been working on a
biography of Abraham Lincoln, and recently when I hit a stone
;.'-.-aII | decided to put myself in the book as one of Abe's dearest
riends.

This is where | have gotten so far.

“Abe Lincoln was born next to our log cabin in Kentucky on
Feb. 12, 1809. and we became bosom pals soon after. The two of
us walked two miles to school every morning and two miles
home in the evening just in time to chop down trees. Abe and |
studied law and then formed the firm of Buchwald and Lincoln.
specializing in civil rights cases.

Then he fell in love with Mary Todd, a girlfriend I intro-
duced to him.

‘In 1856 | urged Lincoln to run for the US Senate. Lincoln
lost. so he decided to run for president, a campaign | can take
complete credit for.

Al my urging, Lincoln came out against slavery, and
Southern states withdrew from the Union,

‘Then we had a war between the states, and | served as
Lincoln's chief of staff. I also wrote the Gettysburg Address at
his request

During the conflict I urged Lincoln to forgive it was a good
idea and adopted the Emancipation Proclamation, which I had
wrillen to my wife earlier in the war.

'On April 14, 1865, | stopped by the White House and said,
You folks interested in catching a show at Ford's Theater?"

“What is it?" Abe asked.

It's called "Our American Cousin." It got very good reviews.’

“Lincoln thought it was a good idea."

That is all I've written so far. But Abe's biography makes
more sense with me as a character in it. The title I've come up
with is "Honest Abe and Me: From One Rail-Splitter to
Another.”

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.



