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India to test

NEW DELHI, Nov 6: India

will soon test a long-r bal-
listic missile, a junior defence
minister said today in the gov-

ernment's first admission of
thPFPnﬂuﬂc'! existence, reports
AFP,

Minister of State for Defence
Bachchi Singh Rawat told re-
porters in the city of Pithora-

that the "Surya” (Sun) bal-
istic missile would be flight-
tested soon, the Press Trust of

India r ed.
"It will have a of up to
5,000 kilometres (3,100 miles),”

Rawat said.

India first tested a medium-

range ballistic missile named

(Fire) in March 1993. Ear-
lier this year it launched a
longer r i missile, with
a range of 2,300 kilometres
(1426 miles).

Scientists here have built an
array of guided missiles, some
of which can carry nuclear
warheads, but so far New Delhi
has refused to acknowledge the
existence of Surya and another
top-secret cruise missile called
S ka (Oceanic).

ence Minister Rawat said

a 14-billion-dollar military

modernisation plan would be.

unveiled in parliament before

the budget session began in
March .

India has come under strong

international pressure, espe-
| from China and the
United States, to halt its missile

amme in the wake of its
tests in May last year.

The tests red a tit-for-
tat response from rival Pak-
istan, sparking fears of a South
Asia arms race.

India unveiled a draft nu-
clear doctrine in April, which
envisaged
land, air and sea-based nuclear
deterrent.

Musharraf
appoints
2 more

ministers

ISLAMABAD, Nov 6: Pak-
istani military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf named two
more ministers Lo his cabinet
today. raising the total to 10,
state radio reported. reports
Reuters.

It said the nominees were
Petroleumm and Natural Re-
sources Minister Usman Amin-
uddin. and Kashmir Affairs.
Northern Areas and Frontier
Regions Minister Abbas Sarfraz
Khan.

The nominations were an-
nounced hours before Mushar-
raf’'s cabinet of non-political

and technocrats was due
to be sworn in by fi head
President Mohammad Rafique
Tarar.

pro
nuc

''Six of ‘the mifistef¥ weré ap- |
inted on Thursday and two

ast month.
Aminuddin. who has worked
with private oil companies,

comes from the populous Pun-
jab province and is a graduate
glftyﬂritaln‘a Cambridge Univer-
- Sarfraz Khan is from North
West Frontier Province and
went to Boston University in
the United States.

The cabinet replaces the one
created by ex-prime minister
Nawaz Sharil who was ousted
in a bloodless military coup on
October 12.

Political analysts say _the
cabinet ministers are uncon-
troversial and had no close
links to the Sharif government
or that of its predecessor, led by
Bmagdﬂnl:il_uttu. both of who are
accu overseeing corru
tion at the highest levels. ¥

The makeup of the team ends
Sharif's practice of assi
ministries largely to people
from his native Punjab

vince, a key complaint of

is provincial critics in
months of noisy protest that

the army
The cabinet gives min-
istries to Sindh province, three

to Punjab, and two each to
North West Frontier and
Balochistan provinces, reflect-
ing Musharraf's pledge to re-
store some balance to relations
between the provinces and end
Punjab's domination.

Freed British
activist leaves
Myanmar

BANGKOK. Nov 6: British
democracy activist, Rachael
Goldwyn, freed after serving
only two months of a seven year
ail term,all‘{as flown out of

yanmar after a "sightseeing”
;-:tr with her I;lntgh a junta

ement said today, s
AFP. o Tpedt

Goldwyn. 28, was released
Monday from her sentence. im-
posed after she chained herself
to a lampost on September 2
and sang a pro
in a Yangon marketplace.

The junta said Goldwyn and
her parents left Myanmar on
Friday "afterstheir return back
to Yangon from a sightseeing
visit Lti[;: th:ilstpan States.”

€ all loreign visitors, Ms
Goldwyn is welcome to visit
Myanmar at any time. as long
as she respects national laws ...
and restrains from participat-
ing in any political undertak-
ing.” it said.

Meanwhile. the mother of
another jailed British activist,
James Mawdsley. was due to ar-
rive in Myanmar late Saturday
to visit her son, who is a
17-year jail term inside the
military-ruled country.

Diana Mawdsley is ted
lo fly from Bangkok to ﬂm
Saturday before travelling
early next week to northern
old son | t'::nhgm mm

son is in
confinment. i

James Mawdsley was sen-
tenced to 17 years imprison-
ment on September 2 after he
crossed over the Thai border il-

legally carrying some 500 anti-
government pamphlets.

the development of a

!

Australians reject republic

SYDNEY, Nov 6: Australians
voted overwhelmingly in to-
day's historic referendum to
retain the British queen as
their head of state, shattering
the dream that the country
would be a republic early next
century, AFP,

With more than 7 cent
of votes counted in all states ex-

t Western Australia, the re-
publican "Yes" campaign was
trailing an alliance of monar-
chists and alienated republi-
cans by 54.3 per cent to 43.7 per

cent.

More than 12.3 million ﬁ-
le voted in the compul -
ot to decide if Australia should

sever the last of its 200-year-old

constitutional ties to Britain by

replacing England's Queen Eliz-

abeth Il with an Australian cit-

izen as head of state.

The republican campaign
needed a majority of votes na-
tionally, and a majority in at
least four of the six states, but
was heading for defeat every-
where, with only Western Aus-
tralia still to be counted.

As the reality dawned on
mainstream republicans, "yes"
campaign leaders anﬁily
blamed monarchist Prime Min-
ister John Howard who was ac-

gl

g

Pope John Paul II (C) gestures as he spea

cused of sabot g the cam-
paign by rigging the referendum
question.

The ;{I““un' framed by
Howard alter last year's consti-
tutional convention in Can-
berra, asked Australians to vote
yes or no to whether they
wanted a president elected by a
two-thirds majority of federal
parliament.

The v.lr,:fnry for the "No"
campai

paigners is bcl:nﬁ attributed
not to support for the monar-
chy, which polls have consis-
tently shown to be less than 10
per cent, but to the republican
supporters who wanted direct
presidential elections.

They sided with the monar-
chists in a hiFhl}r successful,
but allegedly fraudulent cam-
paign, focusing on the slo
;&siygnhn' to the politicians' pres-

nt.

The campaign has been
marred throughout by allega-
tions of fraud, lying and scare-
mongering, particularly
against the monarchist side.

As leading republican sup-
porters conceded defeat,
monarchist Kerry Jones, who
led the "no" campaign, told sup-
porters: "We're thrilled that the

5 T

‘No’' case has won a resounding
victory.

"The Australian ple have
had their say and they have
said 'No'. There are millions of
Australians from all over the
country who rejected this re-
public on offer today.

"All of us are deeply humbled
by the confidence that the Aus-
tralian people have shown in
our country, our constitution.
We've heeded the message that
this republic is not the way."

Conceding defeat, one of the
key figures of the "yes" cam-
paign, opposition Labour leader
Kimm Beazley said: "It leaves our
constitution in limbo and it is
in limbo because of John
Howard."

Australian Republican
Movement chairman Malcolm
Turnbull also conceded defeat
and accused Howard of being
"stubborn and retrograde”.

But he added the result sug-
gested "that Australians are
more conformist and timid
than are thought of being.”

Howard hit back saving: "It
is clear that the Australian

ple have rejected the repub-
ic proposal.

he government will now
turn its attentions to those

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (R) during the official welcoming ceremony
held at the presidential palace in New Delhi yesterday. The pontiff arrived in New Delhi
on a four-day visit amidst protests by right-wing Hindus.

Pope begins India visit
_amid tight security

NEW DELHI. Nov 6: Pope
John Paul II met Indian leaders
Saturday at the start of two-day
visit to India, held amid tight
security following prnteatagb}'
small but vocal groups of right-
wiqﬁ_lHlndus, reports AFP,

e . on his second visit
lo India in 13 years, was given a
21-gun salute at an official wel-
co ceremony at the presi-
denti alace in the heart of
New DEJEJ

Dressed in his traditional
white cassock, white skull cap
and with a golden cross ha.nglng
from his chest, the 79-year-ol
pontiflf was received by Presi-
dent K.R. Nara and Prime
Minister Atal ari Vajpayee.

to the salu dais
by presidential body s, the
pope bowed his head as the mil-
itary band played the national

EBRIEFLY

anthems of the Holy See and
Ind#l. c '
ith the help of a walki

stick, he walkedp slowl dumng
red carpet to inspect the guard
of honour, but returned to'the
saluting dais halfway through
the r:cremuniy.

The “rief ceremony, which
was he.d in bright sunshine,
was also attended-by India's.
Italian-born opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi.

The pope, who flew into
Delhi late Friday, held a private
mass Saturday morning at the
Vatican embassy.

Following the wélcuming
ceremony, the pope had a one- |
on-one meeting with’

Narayanan, the first Indian

resident to come from the
touchable" caste.
According to a presidential

Plane with 300 kg gold hijacked:

Fourteen armed men hijacked

day a two e plane in the

Carajas Airport in Brazil's southern state of Para, Xinhua

reports from Rio De Janeiro.

Police sources said that the ro

occurred when the plane

was loaded with 300 kilograms of gold, worth about 280 million

US dollars. The bandits entered the ai
communication system of the ai

rt, and destroyed the

rt. The pilot and his assis-

tant were forced to take off from the airport and then land in a

Airstrip in Sao Felix di Xingu.

GCC FMs meet today: roreign Ministers

ol the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states will meet
in the Saudi capital of Riyadh on Sunda; to prepare for the al-

liance's next summit due on November-2

Kuwait City.

The Iraqi issue and Gulf security and stability

Xinhua reports from
are likely to
SCC

dominate the discussions of the ministerial meeting,
diplomatic sources were quoted by Kuwait News Agency as say-

ing.
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Tajiks go to

voters of this

poor Central Asian state go

r‘gnlls: Tajik President

a new seven-year term as
to polls on Saturday

in which the authoritarian leader is the only person running,

AFP rts from Dushanbe.

Taji

stan's 2.8 million voters can technically select be-

tween two candidates -- Rakhmonov or Davlat Usmon, a
member of the opposition Islamic Renaissance Party. Yet

of

KAVKAZ, Russia, Nov 6:
Thousands more terrified
refugees fled the Russian bomb-
ing of war-torn Chechnya Fri-
day. as federal artillery
pounded the outskirts of Ser-
novodsk, 40 kilometres west of
the capital Grozny, where only
civilians remained, reports
AFP.

There was chaos at the bor-
g;'un to i:th ‘:hughreﬁlgm e

move
through freely.

A constant stream of cars
and mini-buses packed with
refugees crossed the frontier
from Chechnya into the nclfl.ih-
bouring Russian repubilic of In-
gushetia, where border guards

despite appearing on the ballot Usmon has said he is pu
ctﬁe racl:;:. accﬁ%ing the authorities of intimidation.

g out

said they had almost stopped
coun ;

Residents of Sernovodsk
told AFP that the federal forces
continued intermittent ar-
tillery fire on the outskirts of
the town, claiming several
civilian victims, even though
Chechen fighters had left.

The Russian had en-
circled the town and were
awali an order to “clnanth;t
up.” not realising t
the mtm were long gone,
residents said.

Most of the townsfolk had
left Sernovodsk for Ingushetia,
but some 20 per cent stayed be-
By late afternoon Friday,

—AFP photo

spokesman, the pope expressed
his appreciation of the atmo-
sphere of tolerance in India,
which he said was part of the
country's rich tradition,
Security was extremely
tight, with a heavy police pres-
ence and detachments of riot
lice and water cannon stand-
by in case of any attempt to
disrupt the visit.

Armed police lined the route
of the pa]l:;al convoy, while oth-
Eri'a searched bushes and litter

ns.

Extremist Hindus held a se-
ries of small protests in the
run-up to the pope's visit, de-
manding an end to alleged
forced conversions and a papal
apology for abuses carried out
by Christian settlers 400 years
ago. '

" 360 dead in
floods

HANOI, Nov 6: The worst
floods to hit central Vietnam in
40 years have left at least 360
people dead and 46 missing,
rescue officials said today, re-
ports AFP.

In the worst-hit province of
Thua Thein-Hue, 3334 people
have been killed in floods
caused by week-long torrential
rains across seven central
provinces, the disaster relief
committee said.

Committee member Nguyen
Ngoc Dong said "46 people are-
listed as missing. The region
was hit by further rain on %‘ln
day evening caused by a new
tropical depression.”

Rescue officials on Friday
warned that nearly one million
people in Thua Thien-Hue were
in danger of running out of
food.

The government has offered
8,400 tonnes of rice to the disas-
ter.zone but transport problems
mean there is no certainty
when the aid will reach those
affected.

things which directly affect the
lives of Australians”

Former Labour Prime Min+
ister Bob Hawke, who played a
major role in the "yes" cam-
paign told ABC television: "The
irst Lh.ln%ltn say is that I'm very
snrqr_hwe ave lost.

€ second thing to say is
that a clear majority of Aus-
tralians are in favour of a re-
public and cutting the ties with
the crown

"The third thing to say is
that | hope the prime minister
will take note of the results in
his own electorate. He is now
the member for the republic of
Bennelong and he should listen
to his own voters."

Howard's own Sydney elec-

..~ Bennelong voted 55 per
ceni for the republic and 45 per
cent against.

However, a coalition of re-,
publican groups announced
Saturday they would fight for a
new referendum for a directly-
elected Australian president be-
fore 2005. .

. The Australian Republican
Coalition (ARC) will be an um-
brella organisation for two re-
publican groups, the proposed
coalition leaderPaul Tully said
in a statement.

VHP asks Pope
to withdraw
all foreign

missionaries

NEW DELHI, Nov 6: Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) yesterday
put a new demand before Pope
John Paul II asking him to
withdraw all foreign mission-
aries from India besides tender-
ing an apology for alleged atroc-
ities by the church during Por-
tuguese rule in Goa and other
g%*ts of the country, reports

Alleging that foreign mis-
sionaries funded by interna-
tional church groups were back-
ing terrorist activities in the
North-East and indulging in
conversions through Fnduce-
ments, VHP General Secret
Acharyahgirira{ Kishore said,
the Pope should withdraw all
foreign missionaries from our
soil. Indian Christian mission-
jargﬂs are competent to do their
ob.

Addressing reporters on the
day of the Pontift's arrival here,
the VHP leader alleged, extrem-
ist groups in the North-East are
being financially supported an
encouraged by the church,

The Acharya quoted a
statement by the then Union
Minister of State for Home Af-
fairs Mohd Magbool Dar in the
Lok Sabha in'December, 1996 to
substantiate his charge.

The VHP leader accused the
church of racial discrimination
for: stating-that the inquisitions
in Europe were different from
those in India and reiterated
the demand for a papal apology
on the issue.

He, however, welcomed a re-
ported statement by the church
that it was willing to discuss the
issue of conversion with VHP.
We are ready for a dialogue
wherever they want it.

Indonesian
President
arrives in
Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 6: In-
(lonesia's new President Abdur-
rahman Wahid, described as an
old friend of Malaysia's jailed
ex-deputy premier Anwar
Ibrahim. arrived here today on
the second leg of a whirlwind
Southeast Asian tour, reports
AFP.

Wahid, who flew in from
Singapore and was due to leave
for Myanmar Sunday morning,
is making his first overseas trip
since taking office last month.

He was greeted by Foreign
Minister Syed Hamid Albar at
the airport before leaving for an
audience with the king and a
meeting and dinner with Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
al a city centre hotel,

The opposition party headed
by Anwar's wife Wan Azizah
denied a newspaper report that
she had also arranged to meet
Wahid.

But party deputy president
Chandra Muzaftar said Wahid
was an old friend of Anwar's
and had sent him a message of
‘sympathy ‘and solidarity”
about six weeks ago, before be-
coming president.

The New Straits Times Sat-
urday quoted an official of Wan
Azizah's National Justice Part
(Keadilan) as saying Wahid haé;
agreed to schedule a courtesy
call from her,

Chandra said neither Wan
Azizah nor the party had for-
mally requested a meeting with
Wahid and he was not aware of
any reguast from the Indone-
sian side. The Indonesian em-
bassy was unavailable for
comment,

Voters cast their ballots beneath Abori
yesterday during Australia's historic refe

£
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ginal murals at a polling station in Syde:f
rendum on becoming a republic.
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US threatens to withdraw
from ABM Treaty

WASHINGTON. Nov 6: The
Clinton administration Friday
threatened to withdraw from
the Anti-Ballistic Missile
TABM) Treaty if Russia keep op-
posing amending the pact
signed in 1972 by Moscow and
Washington. report agencies.

"If they persist absolutely in
that position. then the United
States...will have to face a very
difficult question. which is
whether to withdraw from the
lreaty.” said US Defense Under-
secretary Walter Slocombe.

Slocombe made the remarks
at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS)
here when talking about the US
plan to develop a national anti-
missile defence system.

Seeking to reassure Russia,
China and other critics of mis-
sile defence, the official said
that such an anti-missile sys-
tem would protect the United
States and its allies would not
undermine global security.

Slocombe added that Presi-

dent Bill Clinton would make a
decision next summer at the
earliest whether to order the
deployment of a limited na-
tional missile defense. A bill
lor the move has been agsrnvrd

::ry Congress and signed by Clin-
on.
The US administration

hopes to win Russia's agreement
to modify the 1972 Anti-Ballis-
lic Missile Treaty, which pro-
hibits the kind of defensive Sys-

lem the Pentagon is proposin
4l a cost of about 11 billion U
dollars.

Meanwhile, a resolu-

lion sponsored by Russia,
China and Belarus aimed at
pressing the United States not
lo proceed with building an
anti-missile defence was

adopted by a UN committee on

Friday by a vote of 54 to four
with 73 abstentions.

The resolution. which now
goes to the General Assembly
lor endorsement, calls for con-
tinued efforts to strengthen and

preserve the 1972 Anti-Ballistic
{Tisls;éeSTreat}r between the
ni tates and the -S0-
viet Union. MR
The trealy limits defence
systems designed to shoot down
enemy missiles, on the theory
that such shields would onl
tempt the other side to hui!g

more missiles to overwhelm the
defences.

The United States wants to
amend the treaty to permit it to
build a limited defence against
any attack on the United Siates
or US troops stationed abroad
by what it regards as “rouge
states.” such as North Korea and
Iran, with a Erowing capacity Lo
launch weapons of mass de-
struction.

The UN resolution calls on
the parties to the treaty "to re-
frain from the deployment of
anti-ballistic missile systems
lor a defence of the territory of
its country and not to provide a
base for such a defence.”

-Russia, India sign arms |
cooperation agreement

NEW DELHI. Nov,G: India
and' Russia,- traditional mili-
tary allies, Friday signed a
sweeping agreement for the
joint production of Sukhoi-30
lighter jets, missiles, sub-
marines and a vast array of
gtjl;;r military products, reports

"For the first time, a com-
prehensive document involving
all kinds of military coopera-
lion between the two countries
was signed.” visiting Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Ilya
Isilovich Klebanov tlold re-
jporiers here.

The military protocol would
he the basis for further defence
cooperation between the two
conntries during the scheduled
visit of Russian President Boris
Yeltsin to India in early 2000,
he said.

Klebanov said it was the first
lime Moscow and New Delhi

would be entering jnto joint
ventures for. mant acturing
new types of weapon systems,
adding the two countries would
gel down to work "swiftly.”

"Joint |prndul:l.mn and devel-
opment ol these systems would
take place both in Russia and
Incdia.” he said, adding they
would be exported to third coun-
tries willing to buy them.

The agreement also covers
joint manufacture of anti-mis-
sile systems and airborne earl
warning systems (AWACS). ol-
ficials said.

When asked if nuclear coop-
eration also figured during
talks with the Indian side,
Klebanov said both countries
discussed in detail peaceful uses
of nuclear energy.

"As far as peaceful use of nu-
clear energy is concerned, we
have a number of areas of
common interest,” he said.

Tamil Tigers seize

2 more key towns

COLOMBO, Nov 6: Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tiger rebels have
captured two more towns in an
offensive which has killed
hundreds of fighters on both
sides just weeks before presi-
dential elections, officials said
today, reports AFP.

The strategically important
lowns of Kanakarayankulam
and Nainamadu fell overnight
Friday after troops pulled out of
a bi
Mankulam 10 kilometres fur-
Lher to the north. officials said.

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
have been smashing military
positions in northern Sri
Lanka since Tuesday in a fero-
cious counter-offensive that
has reclaimed a large area from
troops.

Residents in Vavuniya, a
town just south of the battle
zone some 260 kilometres
north of Colombo, said there
was unease at the large numbers
ol government troops retreating
there.

"There is a lot of tension,”

er military base at.

one resident said by telephone.

The heavy fighting coincides
with an election campaign in
which President Chandrika
Kumaratunga is seeking a new
term on December 21.

With the . fall of
Kanakarayankulam and
Nainamadu, the LTTE has now
regained control of the towns of
Mankulam, Olumadu, Karup-
paddamurippu. Oddusudan,
Ampakamam and Nedunkerni.

The spate of losses is seen as
a major blow to the army,
which sacrificed thousands of
lives to capture the areas fol-
luwinggg campaign between
May 1 and December 1998,

Political acrimony over the

latest fighting is apparent, with
President I{uila.raf accus-

ing opposition leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe of failing to
help in efforts to end the pro-
tracted conflict.

The opposition on Saturday
said over 800 government
troops had perished in waves of
Tiger attacks and appealed for
calm.

“Russian troops continue shelling as
refugees stream out of Chechnya

some 3,000 Chechens had
crossed the border, according to
Ingush officials, but at least as
many waited in the bitter cold

on the other side, with their
numbers swelling hour.
Moscow bowed to world

pressure Thursday and opened
the border after it tight
for 10 days and then allowing
only a trickle at a time,
thousands of desper-

ate civilians in the war zone.
But the massive human exo-
dus continued as Russian war-
planes and artillery pounded
rebel sitions” across the
breakaway republic, causing
death and devastation among
populated areas, according to

the accounts of Chechens who
have fled.

" have a home. 1 have a
motherland. Why do 1 have to
live in the open then? Why are
they killing my loved ones?
Why are we condemned in this
way?" Lisa, 52, wailed.

.Marieta, 42, a doctor from
Grozny, said Russian forces had
dro bombs on the chil-
Svared it thae Chachiies cepites, |
WO in :
forcing her to pack up m%ﬂﬂve
the wrecked city. s

The outskirts of Grozny
again rumbled from artille
and rocket fire as Russia's
campaign against the separatist
state entered its third month,

India orders probe into
attack on army HQ

NEW DELHI, Nov 6: A federal
probe has begun into a
attack on Kashmir's virtually
impregnable army headquar-
ters by Muslim guerillas, Indian
Defence Minister -George
Fernandes said here today, re-
ports AFP.

Military analysts say the at-
tack by a two-man team which
left seven including a high-pro-
file army spokesman killed was
a serious issue since the target
was su to be the safest
mili complex in India.

Ft;r'gmdu said the national

"'aec-urlty in
was an i
the Nmbc{ 3 attack by just
two who scaled a wall
and ed at will before they
themselves were shot dead.

|__ "A probe has been ordered to

find out what ledio such a seri-
ous development in which our
officers were killed,” Fernandes
said after plﬂalt!cln#,h _a wreath on
the sldin army spokesman ma-
jor P. Purushottam. _ el
Defence minister Fernandes
said special precautions have
now been adopted to prevent a
recurrence of such military
humiliations for lndt?;]shmll-
lion-plus army in Kashmir.
"qur cannot be announced
in public... You know the secu-
rity risks.” Fernandes told re-

P Major Purushottam and his |

team of six junior officials at

the army's public relations de-

partment were shot dead one by
one in broad daylight by the two
Inilitants. =

Sonia accused of
misleading people

on Bofors issue

E’I‘%WM-I (UP), Nov 6: Sama-
I ty B ent Mulayam
Tah Yoy bokcateairay
Congress Chief Sonia Gandhi of
a:terlt;pung tni rnll}mddthe peo-
e by press ni or dro

Fnrmer g"rlmc ister I;ﬂjﬁ
Gandhi's name from the Bofors
chargesheet, reports PTI.

Announcing that his part
would launch a nationwide agi-
tation if Rajiv Gandhi's name
was deleted from the
chargesheet, Yadav alleged
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi is trying to mislead and
misguide the le of the coun-
try by pressing for deletion of
the name of her late husband
from the said chargesheet.

It is strange that Congress-
men in general are mum on the
issue, he said at a function here.

He c!atm:dhséluéua Gandhi
was trying to shield corruption
by rtmgﬁlng her husband's
name in the multi-crore scam
and added that his was for
an open debate on the issue.

On the issue of a fixed Lok
Sabha tenure. the former de-
fence minister said his party
was opposed to the move. In fact
even this government is not
going to last its full term, he
remarked, claiming that the
third front would emerge
stronger in near future.

'UN relief official
to stay in his

post despite US,

] ] - - r
British opposition
UNITED NATIONS. Nov 6:
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
reaffirmed on Friday that his
top relief official in Baghdad,
Hans von Sponeck. would stay
in his post despite US and
British opposition, reports
Reuters. '
"Von Sponeck will be going
back to Baghdad. It was my de-
cision to make." UN spokesman

" Fred Eckhard quoted Annan as

saying after a meeting with
American and British envoys.

Ambassadors Jeremy
Greenstock of Britain and Peter
Burleigh of the United States
raised the issue of Von Sponeck
among other matters discussed
in their 25-minute meeting
with Annan, Eckhard said.

Von Sponeck, who was on
his way to Baghdad on Friday,
has been criticised privately by
the British and openly by the
United States, in part because of
his opposition to the stringent
sanctions imposed on Iraq after
its troops invaded Kuwait in

1990.

e is the fifth UN coordina-
tor-in three years of the "oil-for-
food" programme under which
Iraq is allowed to sell $5.26 bil-
lion worth of oil over six
months to buy food, medicine
and other supplies despite the
sanctions.

US State Department
spokesman James Rubin twice
this week accused,Von Sponeck
of overstepping his mandate,
raising guestions about how
much the envoy would be

= BEPON diplomats said ey
ut
h&uvndﬂum put Annan



