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HE Prime Minister, on
I her return from a recent
trip to._ Australia,
reiterated her, call for the need
for evolving what she said
modalities for ensuring ac-
countability of the preds and
the judiciary. Within the span
of less than six months or so
the very same call was issued by
her for the second time in a row.
This indicated her seriousness
about the matter. In raising the
demand for accountability of
the press and judiciary the
Prime Minister admitted that it
(this call of her) might probably
enerate controversies and de-
ate in the newspapers as well
as in the political circle .

But in a non-challant and
defiant mood she said that she
would continue to do so for cre-
aling necessary public aware-
ness on the issue. In demanding
accountability and trans-
B?irfnc of the judiciary the
-ime Minister alleged that her
government's anti-terrorism
and anti-corruption drive has

down due to le le-
gal process on the one hand and
granting of bails by the courts
on the other. In the same breath
she also suggested for similar
process of accountability for
the press as well. She wanted to
know that if the executive organ
and the country's parliament
were required to be accountable
and transparent then why the
judiciary should be exempted
and the press go scot-free?
Probably the Prime Minister
could not properly comprehend
the essence of accountability
and transparency as provided
for by the country's constitu-
tion in respect of the three or-
gans of the government viz —
the executive. the Parliament
and the judiciary as well as the
press called the lourth estate.

When the first time the
Prime Minister called for ac-
countability of the judiciary the
learned . Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh
forcefully affirmed that the
j are accountable first to
their conscience and second to
the constitution and not to
anybody else. Article 94 of the
Constitution stipulates that the
Chief Justice and other judges
are in ent in the exercise
of their judicial functions and
are not accountable to any au-
thority.

There is already a strong
demand for separa the ju-
diciary from the executive and
the Constitution also strongly

leaded for the same for ensur-
fair justice. It was the elec-

tion ple of hntl:ithc mgtitl:‘

stream opposition ' -the
Bangladesh National{st Party
in 1991 and th:mlinghm,[n}
League in 1996. But none o

these cared to redeem its
election pledge in this regard

for reasons best known to ;

Putting the Killer

IVE years ago, the genocide
Fin Rwanda attempted to de-

stroy an entire ethnic
group. the Tutsi. together with a
section of the Hutu Community.
Unarmed men, women and
children were hunted down
without mercy just because of
their ethnic origins. often by
people they knew. Approxi-
mately one million people died
in thatigenodde and the star ac-
tors of the world community
stood by and let this horrible
lhinguhappcn. while some west-
ern business houses made their
fortunes on this human mi
and sold weapons to the perpe-
trators.

Just over a’ year ago. in Au-
gust 1998, a radio :I;muunce—
ment was made by a govern-
ment official of the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) that
“people must bring a machete, a
sSpear. an arrow. a hoe, spades,
rakes, nails. truncheons ........
electric irons. barbed wire.
slones, .... in order. dear listen-
ers. to kill the Rwandan Tutsi,
who are currently in Ituri dis-
trict.” Another government ra-
dio bulletin (of 12 Augl.!ﬁte 1998}
of the DRC declared: entire
population has become a mili-
tary population from today on-
wards.... You will detect ene-
mies and massacre them with-
out mercy, victory is assured.”
The strat of the Democratic
Republic of Co authorities,
led by President Kabila, was to
foster popular hatred and fear
of the Tutsi ethnic P. whom
they linked with the invading
lorces from Rwanda. Uganda
and Burundi. |

In July 1997, Zambian police
used tear gas to break up a
peaceful protest march to
Lusaka city' centre. A large
number of demonstrators.
many of them with small chil-
dren. sought refuge in a buildi
which was again attacked ]l'l;:r_l}g
police. who shot tear gas canis-
ters into the building to force
the people out in the streets.
where t egwcrcbeat:nhy the
police with batons. In January
1999 Zimbabwean aircraft were
reported to have indiscrimi-
nately bombed the city of
Kisangani and other towns b
using the sophisticated F‘;
fighter planes and attack heli-

copters.

In st 1998 the security
forces of launched attacks
on the of the

tion leaders using small arms
and rockets. Some of the bullets
recovered after these attacks
were analysed and found to
have been manufactured by a
French com .. Togo contin-
ues to hmcg?nﬁYom significant
military aid from France, its
former cmmTiM .. France
provides million francs ev-
ery year to Togo as direct aid for

cquipment maintenance.
France has also repaired and
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_Accountability of Press and Judiciary

by Mansoor Mamoon

A Constitutional Interpretation

lose its credibility and

1t itself to cause of the

The three organs of the gov-
ernment are for ensuring their
respective check and balances
so that they do not transgress
their limits and infringe upon
the rights of the people. Trans-
parency and accountability of
these bodies vary according to
the nature of their formation
and operation. _

Both the executive branch
and the parliament are elected
by the electorates. The executive
branch is jointly accountable to
the parliament while the latter
is accountable to the elec-
torates. In order to avoid any
possible clash between the ju-
diciary and parliament, the lat-
ter's authority to remove the
chief justice or judges have been
revoked through effecting an
amendment in the constitution
by two-thirds majority.

The ju are appointed and
not elected like the executive
and the parliament. The ac-
countability of the executive
branch and parliament hence
can not equated with that of the
judiciary. If one confuses the
two different s of account-
ability it will tantamount to

bad analogy. The third schedule -

of the constitution under article
148 sub-clause 6 under sub-
heading oath of "the chief jus-
tice or ju " states, inter alia,
that the chief justice or judges
take the oath of preserving,
protecting and defending the
constitution and the laws of
Bangladesh. In the oaths of
other constitutional positions
there is no such mention of the
word LAWS. Existing laws of
the land and the constitution of
guide for
the judiciary coupled with the
dictates of a judge's conscience.
Higher seat of judiciary is the
custodian of the constitution.

At every step of the judiciary
there is ample provision for ac:
countability. Article 109 of the
constitution clearly states "The
High Court Division shall have
superintendence and control
over all courts and tribunals
subordinate to it. And article
103 provides for jurisdiction of
the Appellate
judge

vision. For in%utry into the ca-
pacity or conduct of a juﬂge
there is the provision for the
supreme judici#l council com-

ivision'' over:
1ts; ordérs decreds B
sentences of the High'Cotirt Di-
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Consititution of Bangladesh has Guaranteed Ihdependence of

‘Judiciary and Freedom of Press.

prising the Chief Justice and
two next senior judges. The pro-
ceedings of the court are held in
public with legal arguments for
and against a partitular case
along with the deposition by the
-witnesses. These are very much
kept on record and can be scru-
tinised. Hence the judiciary is
already transparent. Il a cor-
rupt person or {errorist gets bail
it may be because the particu’ar
case against him or her has not
been properly framed and the

prosecutor might have tailed in
efficiently holding his brief for
the case in question.

Moreover the government
can ap against such bail or
appoint able and efficient legal
experts so that the accused per-
son is prevented from getting
bail not by diktat but by taking
advantage of the lacunae in the
legal process. The judiciary,
however, can not remain indif-
ferent when a person's funda-
mental rights are trampled

The!'tight
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recognised as a basic human right and any
curtailment of this right is bound to hinder the
flourishing of the democratic culture.

by Adilur Rahman Khan
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upon by the executive or in the
event of violation of the consti-
tution. A person can not be held

_Builty unless proved so by a

roperly constituted court of
aw.hﬂuilty or not, a:;n_jj individ-
ual has eve t to dis sa-
tion of juaurgcrlﬁl;tlcle 2‘7J of the
constitution states-" All citi-
ZENs are egual before law and
are entitled to equal protection
of law.” For what has described
as the Iength{epmcéss. the
judges can not be Blamed. It is
the paucity of judges that
mainly results in piling up of
pending cases,

If some verdicts of the
higher courts go against the ex-
ecutive branch there is no plau-
sible reason to clamour for the
accountability of the judiciary
and blame its transparency but
to accept the same in grace,
In a democracy the judiciary is
not supposed to serve the pur-
pose and interest of the execu-
tive but to defend, protect and

reserve the constitutional and
egal rights of all citizens with-
out any discrimination what-
soever. Now about the trans-
parency and accountability of
the press. Freedom of press is
the sine qua non of democratic
polity and the both go hand in

hand. Democracy will invari-
ably remain a utopia without
freedom of press. The First
Amendment to the Constitution
ol the United Stales of America
rohibits enactment of any law
abridging the freedom of the
press’. An ressive unfettered
press is the best safeguard of a

vigorous democratic process. By

playing a watchdog role the

- press. ensures the accountabil-

ity and transparency of the ex-
ecutive branch and the parlia-
ment,

The country’'s constitution
guaranteed the freedom of
press. albeit under certain con-
ditions. Article 39 of the consti-
tution says- " (1) Freedom of
thought and conscience is guar-
anteed. (2) Subject to any rea-
sonable restrictions imposed by
law in the interests of the secu-
rity ol the Siate. friendly rela-
ligns with foreign states, public
order. decency or morality. or
inrelation te eontempt of court,
deliimation or incitement to an
oftence- (a) the right of every
citizen to Ireedom of speech and
expression: and [(b)freedom of

Uncontrolled capitalism and its globalization have divided the world into fioe Blocke Thocs orc

the rich, colonial North, the supplier of killer weapons, and the poor, colonized South,

where

.innocent lives are crippled or lost due to the import of such weapons. The rich Northern block is
the beneficiary of the present world order and although having twenty percent of the world

population, they have access to eighty percent of world
Southern block is facing the pressure of neo-
world population, it has access to only

developed the Togolese Air-
forcé's Canadian built Buffalo
aircraft, which is designed and
used for aerial drops of para-
troops and containers. .
Like Togo. most of these
countries of the world men-
tioned above have received
arms, military and security
equipment or training from a

select up of countries —
China, ce, Germany, Israel,
Romania, Ukraine, United

m and U.SA. It can eas-
{lg found from the list that

e five permanent member
states of the U.N. Security
Council. who. according to the
books, are particularly en-
trusted with maintaining peace
and security throughout the
world, are in fact contributing
to gross violations of human
rights and consistently perus-
ing a Politi-]y of hypocrisy. Apart
from the five permanent mem-
bers of the security council. all
other countries of lﬁjs group be-
long to the western world. who
relentlessly preach "democracy
and human ts” to the rest of
the world at the drop of a hat,
but simultaneously carry on a
I:olit:}* of neo-colonialism,

egemony and injustice.

Those governments. compa-
nies and individuals who have
supplied deadly goods and ser-
vices to forces violating human
rights or have abetted in such
transfers are ‘linked in a chain
of repression which stretches
from the killing grounds of
Congo and Rwanda. the torture
Chambers of Angola. the streets

"of Togo or Kenya to quite mar-

ket towns in England and
France. to the industrial heart-
land of Russia. to the neat
classrooms and Jecture theatres
of US military academics......
They are linked by a chain of

sealed cargo loaded with
g::lnades and assault rifles

from Israel reached at the
killers waiting at Goma rt
in Democratic Republic of
Congo (Zaire)'. The citizens of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo (Zaire), one of the poorest
countries of the world do not
want that the states around
them would play their games of
geopolitics.

Amnesty International re:

cently has taken up a c
zl&:llurm the ers m
urged e to listen to
the voices of lﬂn&: across the
Continent to help break the

chain of repression. Amnesty's
mission is (o raise concern
against some of the gravest hu-
man rights violations in the
world such as torture, disap-
pearance and indiscriminate
and extra-judicial killings. In
Alrica itself- thousands of
«civilians have been massacred
in recent years as all the parties
‘have waged wars against them
and many others have disap-

ared or have been abducted,

rtured or raped since the out-

,break of the fighting.

“Amnesty has evidence that
certain transfers of military,
security and police goods or
services to countries where hu-
man rights violations are oec-
curring can contribute to fur-
ther violations. Therefore, it is
campaigning for a strict control
on arms and security trade to

ensure that such transfers do.

not occur and eventually it will
lead to the future of a better and
non-violent world. The avail-
ability of weapons has con-
tributed to the climate of vio-
lence, paranocia and impunity.
The suppliers of these arms
have contributed to this situa-
tion knowing fully well that
these supplies will contribute to
gross violations of human
riﬁhts. In November 1998 the
UN Commission of Inquiry re-
ported that "the danger of a rep-
etition of tragedy comparable to
the Rwandan genocide of 1994;
but on a sub-regional scale,
cannot be ruled out".

Although Amnesty opposes
the transfer of arms, military
equipment, personnel or
training to armed forces where
it can cause human rights vio-
lations and has rai a cam-
paign against such transfer, the

major dealers of arms trade
mostly belonging to the western
"developed and democratic”
countries never paid any heed
to that and continued to con-
tribute to such ﬁt:jlatluns. ,

Eve landmines cla m
thnu&a?\dﬁ? new victims. To-
day around the world many re-
%Inns including Afghanistan,

osnia-Herzegovina, Cambo-
dia, Chechniya,. Iraq. Kashmir,
Assam etc. are devastated by
landmines. In Africa Angola.
Ethiopia, Mozambique, ne-

. Somalia and Sudan are just
the examples of the regions
which are suffering from this
deadly devise. Today there are
at least a quarter of a million

men, women and children who

have lost their limbs or have
otherwise been disabled by
landmines.

World-wide there are about
60 million landmines ‘waiting
to be exploded in the und.
These can be found anywhere in
the fields, in the streets, in the
market places, villages or even
in the playgrounds or in
schools. Major Western coun-
tries including U.S.A. are the
exporters of these arms and
deadly devises. According to
Human Rights Watch, between
1969 and 1992, U.S.A. was re-
sponsible for exporting at least
4.4 million landmines to 32 or
more countries of the world.
Almost all of them belonging to
the third world.

South Asia, which contains
the concentration of more than
one-fourth of the entire popula-
tion of the world — and where a
vast majority of the population
are living below the poverty
line- has recentlfy been put un-
der the threat of nuclearisation
and constant military build-
ups. The countries of this re-
gion, controlled by some
confrontation- mongers’; fail
time and again to address the
burning issues of this region
like caste system and its vio-
lence, religious intolerance,
self-determination struggles
and the exodus of refugees.
They have worsenedl the situa-
tion by exploding nuclear
bombs, developing warheads
and missile fire powers and
thus ignore the rights of the
starving masses and the obli-
gations towards them.

Aparl [rom India and Pak-
istan. other countries of this
region are not too different
from the ones mentioned ear-
lier. Sri Lanka is spending bil-
lions of dollars to feed its mili-
tary budget to fight against the
Tamil Tigers. And Bangladesh,
which is in fact encircled
India from three sides of ‘its
border. is spending millions to
help some businessman by
making controversial arms
deals - including the purchase
of Mig 29 aircraft from Russia
— but failed Jfo raise a proper
defence system against any
possible threat of or attempt of
invasion. by empowering the
civilians and ‘common ple’
with means to defend the coun-
try. like they did during the war
ol liberation in 1971.

resources. On the other hand, the poor
colonialism and although having eighty percent of the
twenty percent of the world's resources. '

. the world's

Uncontrolled capitalism
and its globalization have di-
vided the world into two blocks.
These are the rich. colonial
North. the supplier of killer
weapons. and the poor. colo-
nized South. where innocent
lives are crippled or lost due to
the 1mﬂur1 of such weapons.
The rich Northern block is the
beneficiary of the present world
order and although havin
twenty percent of the worl
population, they have access to
eighty percent of world re-
sources. On the other hand, the
poor Southern block is facing
the pressure of neo-colonialism
and although having eighty
percent of the world population,
it has access to only twenty per-
cent ol the world's resources.
Moreover, "the poorest 20% of

FO ulation receives
only 0.2% of global commercial
credit., 1% of world trade and
2.7% of global foreign private
investment” . ‘

The rich preachers of peace
and démocracy are contributing
to the destruction of the eco-
nomically poorer nations, their
environment and their civiliza-
tions, For example, the children
of Iraq are allegedly suffering
Irom deadly cancer which has
been caused due to milit
campaigns by the U.N.
sponsored allied force who used
such cheidical weapons which
Egﬂ:ed spreading cancer in the

ies ol children. The mission
of the western arms dealers is to
make their fortune on the mis-
ery of the masses of the south.
They do not care about human-
ity 'or human rights. They con-
irol the Senate. the House of
Congress, Parliaments of the
Weslern countriessand can eas-
ily generate a kind of militaris-
tic attitude or a combat mood to
punish the so called "terrorists'
who can easily be branded as
‘lundamentalists’ or "black ter-
rorists’,

The western influence has
only succeeded in generating
hatred among the: people in
many parts of the world. It is
generatimg: further conflicts
around the globe for their sheer
greed and h risy. They have
evenn made the United Nations a
kind of circus. .

When others have initiated a
cam for a just world ad-
dressing the global disparity.
Amnesty International has
timely raised . its voice for a

press are guaranteed.”

In the final analysis the
pPress is accountable to its read-
ership and in its course it un-
dergoes regular scrutiny and ac-
countability. If the news pro-
vided by the press is accurate.
fair and objective the readers
find no fault with it, otherwise.
they reject the same. So the
readers are the only judges of
accountability and trans-
parency of the press. It will in-
evitably portend danger for
democracy if the readers are
prescribed what to read and
what not to read by any author-
ity. When thé press is to be made
accountable to the government
it will instantly lose its credi-
bility and thus turn into a pro-
paganda sheet. Likewise it
should also not submit itself to
cause of the opposition blindly.
In that case it will be i egarded
as one sided,

A Iree speech is, therefore, a
platform of u%uslng views,
Back in 1787 Thomas Jeffer-
son. the American statesman.
wrote these mernorable lines-
"Were jt left to me to decide
whether we should have a gov-
ernment. without newspapers,
or newspapers without a gov-
ermment, | would not hesitate to
prefer the latter.” The Prime
Minister's suggestion for ac-
countability of the press might
have stemmed from the current
ever increasing trend of -
sure and criticism of the fail-
ures of her gbvernment by the
press. Without tolerance
democracy can not gain ground.
Being democratically elected
the Prime Minister should have
the courage to face criticism by
the press or by the opposition.
This will provide her with an
opportunity to view the real pic-
lure and the public mood ob-
taining in the -country. The
right to information _is
unerversally recognised as a
basic_human right and any
curtallment of this right is
bound to hinder the flourishing
ol the democratic culture. '

Apart {rom this, we now live
in an age of information revo-
lution which has already
turned the world into a global
village. In the name of account-

ability one can not prevent the
free flow of information. It will
ust be a wishful thinking and

Lcﬂ down to a futile exercise. |

Hence without calling for ac-
countability and transparency
of the judiciary and the press
the country's leadership should
better concentrate on the urgent
task of combating endemic
poverty and lawlessness. :

|:; - ..ﬂ#ﬂ“ _.l-m. ] EHWCGQM
Me;:;'ﬂ,ﬁt_w a_former-Research.
Fellow of the Institute of South-
east Asian Studies, Sing
and Commonwealth Founda-
tion for Broadcasting Develop-
mernt.

s Out of Work

saler world. and put forwarded
some recommendations for
Arms Export controls. which
are as [ollows:

I Prohibit the transfer
ol military, security and police
weaponry, equipment, person-
nel or training UNLESS such
transfers will not contribute to
human rights abuses.

= fovide parliament
and the public with clear, de-
tailed. regular and cor nrehen-
sive information about all
prospective and completed
transfers by both private com-
panies and government agen-
cies,

3. ° Ensure that adequate
resources are provided to moni-
tor the use of military and secu-
rity equipment once a transfer
has taken ?]ace. All arms con-
tracts should require customers
to pledge never to use the S
for human rights abuses. If th
do then the contracts should be
rendered null and void and
further equipment, spare parts,
training and repair services
halted.

4. Prohibit the manufac-
ture, export and use of equip-
ment solely used for executions
or for carrying out torture or
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Such equipment in-
cludes electroshoc Its, leg-
irons and shackles, and
weapons banned under inter-
national law such as anti-per-
sonnel landmines.

- Strictly regulate the
activities of arms brokers and
shipping agents. All brokers
must be "registered” and their
activities stringently con-
trolled, with all arms brokering
deals being subject to the li-
censed approval of the govern-
ment

6. Control licensed pro-
duction, the system where one
company enables a r:umpan}r in
another country to manufac-
ture its products under license.
Such agreements are increas-
ingly taking the place of direct
exports. and in many cases are
inadequately controlled or not
controlled at all. Licensed pro-
duction agreements must be
government-approved.

People around the world
have started to raise their
voices against such injustices
and human rights violations
and are campaigning for the
redistribution of resources
from North to South on the ba-
sis of the Rio Declaration. Other
movements and resistances
around the world, particularly
in Iraq, Chechnya. Bosnia,
Kosovo. Kashmir, Assam and
East Timor are the initiatives
to make the weak and
Beolple aware of the-need to

uild up their resistance and
unite for a stronger South.

The writer is advocate,
Sipeeme Couwrt

Constitution of Bangladesh

‘Evolution and Amendments

N 12th October 1972, Dr. Kamal Hcssdin. the Chairman of
O the Constituent Assembly. iritroduced the Draft
Constitution of Bangladesh as a bill for adopting in the
- House. Alter ne: amendments, the same was adopted on

the 4th November 1972 as the Constitution of Ban adesh,
retrospectively, "effective from the 161 h December 1972. The
salient features of the Constitution o [ Bangladesh. 1972 are:
There is a preamble at the out set of the Constitution of
Bangladesh, wtiich gives a broad guid eline of the Constitution.
It outlines the &im and objectives of th e state and encompasses
the legal & moral facets of the> Constitution. Unlike
Constitution of certain civilized coun‘tries, the Constitution of
Bangladesh is a formally drafted, met'iculously vetted, signed &
sealed written document having 153 :irticles, 1 preamble. and 4
schedules. It is rigid in nature, as no provision of the
Constitution. whatsoever, ean be amended unless by a vote of
Em third majority of the total strength of the merng'ers of the
ouse. .
Constitutional supremacy has been enshrined in the Arti-
cle-7 (2). = The Constitution is "...... the supreme law of the Repub-
lic and if any other law is inconsi:stent with this Constitution
that other law shall to the exten!: of inconsistency be void.”
Bangladesh as per Article-1 of the Constitution is a unit
People’s Republic unlike a Federal Republic. The Constitution .
has not included any division of 'power in the government a s
done in a Federal system of goverriment. There is only one As ;-
sembly. or House of the Nation. There is no Upper or Lo rer
House as existed in the Constitution of other nations. The ) aill
passed in the House is applicable fior entire country. "
The followings are the furdamental principles of state *pol-
icy in the Constitution of Bangladﬂﬂﬂ. 1972 National En.
Lemocracy, Socialism, and Secularisrn. The Constitution pro-
vides for 18 fundamental rights in its Part lil. The Sur reme
Court has been invested with. task to protect these ri ghfu.

Our Constitution has provided for a Westminster { ype of
parliamentary system. In other words, cabinet form of’ govern-
meni means, a cabinet of ministers headed by the Prin) e Minis-
ter runs the government @aind the cabinet, as a whole, 'r1as to be
responsible to the Parliament. The cabinet stays in r S0
long it has the confidence of majority members of th e House.
Here the President is a titular head and the cabinet ex ercises all
execulive powers.

Independence of judiciary has been ensured. Arti ple 95 pro-
vides that the President will appoint the Chief Justic e and other
Justices of the Supreme Court will also be éppoin (ed him,
alter consultation with the Chief Justice. Subordir yate Jud es
and Magistrate’'s appointment are to be done with t he consulta-
tion of the Supreme Court. A Judge cannot be rem oved withott
an order of President passed with absolute rnajori ty of the Par-
liament and the security of tenure of Subordin ate Judges is
vested in the Supreme Court. Entire judiciairy er ;cept some as-
pects of Magistratle’s Courts is made independ ent. Article 77
provides for establishment for an Ombudsinan in Bangladesh.
The constitution though structured like "West minster type of
parliamentary form of mment, but it couli i not ensure the
accountability of the Cabinet. as there is no i provision for en-
suring the individual responsibility of the. Mir isters.

Constitutional Amendments
.. However, the Constitution reflects the: avo' aed purpose of its
makers to establish constitutignalism ir; Ban gladesh. Whereas,
our ‘pedple eould' enjoy benefits of suc h constitution as,

. withininéne mdnthsione aftéranothet ame mdments weré -in-

" jectedin it i an undemocratic way. Ovie of s ‘tich exdmple 8. the
tempering of Article 8, relating to the ‘Func lamental ficiples
of State Policies' and by 5th Amendnient a drastic change was
made in these foyr major principles;. ‘soc’ alism meaning eco-
nomic and social justice’ was sulb,stitute »d for the principle
‘Socialism’ and ‘absolute trust and faith on the Almi ty Al-
lah” was included replaclnﬁ the principle * Secularism’, elab-
oration. under articles 9 thru 12, was o itted and new princi-
ples have been added in the place.

So far. there have been 13 am endment s to the constitution of
Bangladesh. Here is a summary of all the amendments.

Summary of the 13 Amendmyants

a—

: | = =
isl Amend- ‘ 15th  July, | Tr, make way f or prosecution of genocide.
ment 1973 rrime against humanity and war crimes
2nd Amend- | 22nd _%!‘éf b hnmmw ﬂw'm " |

end- ' on, s '
ment Sﬁembor of fundamer stal rights and prewentive
] : = 1M
3rd Amend- | 28h To give effe ct to the boundary-line tre
ment JH%TM between Ban Mh and India raaty
4tn Amend- | 25th January, | One part { dictatorial system was |
ment 1975 ' 1or a responsible parliamentar,
system. |
uth Amend- | 6th  April, | Legalising ,all acts done by the first Mili

| ment 1979 Authority. | i
6th Amend- | 10th  July, | To make way for the Vice —President 1o ba

H% = 1981 a candids ite in on. o

end- | 10t ' Legalisir ig all acts done by the 2" Milita
ment w Authorit ;ﬂ o ?
Bth Amend- | 9th  June, Seﬂig .:q: six permanent Benches of the
ment 1988 _E_;Lm and making ' Islam’ the
re
oth Amend- | 11th  July, | Direct election of the President and the Vice.

__ment 1989 - Presic :
10th Amend- | 23rd June, | Peric d for reservation of 30 women
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to genuine needs for modifii> ations, but to perpetuate their posi-
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This article is’ based ci1 the book Constitution, Constitu-
tional Law and Politics: Bar gladesh Perspective written by Md.
Abdul Halim. :

Further Atf ack O'n Freedoms

DHIKAR a coalit jon for Human Rights vehemently
protests the police attack on journalists during the hartal
called by the oppo:sition on 1 November 1999. This is the

second such attack on r iewsmen by the law enforcing agents -
the first taking place 2.t a meeting organised by an alleged
‘Islamic organisation’ or 3 Friday, 21 October. Such actions by
the police amount to oss violation of the freedoms of
association. movement : the right to knowledge.

The Government is promise-bound to make the electronic
and news media indepe mident. Unfortunately, this promise has
not been honoured arid the media remains in the control of
government bodies arad a alternative movement or ideas
remain curtailed and the citizens of Bangladesh remain un-
AWare.

In countries wher e some semblence of democracy is prac-
ticed. the news media, and electronic media publish and air the
ievances of the HPE osition and hold public debates - red
the necessity for stril tes and confrontation. If desh cou
honour its slhatmlfnf; ué‘ 4 a ‘democratic’ ciu;.mtr}r here. too,
the need for hartals. :an C mlfh £SSen.

Odhikar urges tle gmru'lm'ncnpu t to fulfill its promise to make
the electronic media independent and bring it into the
democratic . It also urges the government to take to
allow the citizens’ of the country to enjoy their fundamental
rights and freedoirs as people of a free and to take mea-
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