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Dialogue & Hartal

RIME Minister's renewed dialogue offer to the

Opposition on Friday with an assurance that
any wise counsel from them would be accepted by
her government may be conciliatory, but only
tactically so. This is not to say she does not feel the
need for engaging the opposition in talks to settle
differences with them:; it is only that she has yet to
choose the right way to go about drawing them into
a dialogue. True, the offer for a dialogue is an act of
politics but it does not necessarily have to be
politicised' to an extent that it falls flat on the Op-
position sensibilities.

The timing of the offer is a very important indi-
cator of the sincerity and aplomb with which it has
been made. If it were announced just before a har-
tal and not at a time of less stress and strain, it
could be regarded as a non-serious overture as it is
being regarded now.

If the purpose behind making an offer for talks
is to do some points-scoring against the opposition
in public rather than seeing it actually happen
then what the ruling party ensures is the freezing
of dialogue prospects along with a public disap-
proval of its method. At the BFUJ-DUJ reception
the PM laid a misplaced stress on running the
country with 'wise suggestions from the opposition.
retracing her steps to 1996 when she had unsuc-
cessfully invited the opposition to join her gov-
ernment to administer the country on a basis of
consensus. Then on, much has happened in the re-
lationship between the ruling party and the oppo-
sition to have rendered that utopian idea com-
pletely obsolete by now. That a sense of realism is
very important for making an offer stuffed with
such elements as would be difficult for the opposi-
tion to shrug off seems lost on the ruling party.

For a dialogue offer to materialise with the op-
Position it has to be made by the ruling party or the
government through its official channels rather
than being just tossed up at public meetings or pro-
fessional gatherings as if meant for others than
the opposition. The businesslike way to invite the
npposition to talks will be for the AL General Sec-
retary to approach his counterpart in the BNP
meaningfully enough to arrive at a set of moot-
points principally weighted towards the opposi-
tion to engage then in a dialogue process.

We would like to believe the Prime Minister has
meant what she has said. Now she has to make
good on her words by her action to initiate a dia-
logue to rid the nation of the damaging hartals.

Safe Haven for Abductors

ACCORDING lo some recent newspaper reports,
abductors find Dhaka University premises a
safe haven. Journalistic Investigations have
revealed that around 8 to 10 gangs carry out
kidnapping ,missions .from inside the campus:
despite the noticeable presence of policemen. In the
last 35 days at least seven c¢ases of abduction and
ransom-seeking were recorded on the DU campus.
In all cases they have been able to extract money
from the guardians of the victims making good

their escape. The gangsters usually take their

victims to some of the residential halls noted for
the influence of cadres allegedly belungir? to the
ruling party's student wing and their different
factions. The leading newspapers have also
expressed suspicion about connivance of leaders of
these organisations and groups and also the police
in all this. Outsiders residing at these hostels are
also alleged to be actively involved in the
kidnappings. In spite of the actions taken by t'ie
DU authorities a few weeks back to dislodge the
predators the incidence of kidnapping has not
declined.

The most recent is the story of two brothers hav-
ing been taken to the campus and ransom cxtorted
from their parents. Some of these cases are not
even reported to the police for fear of reprisal with
the victims suffering in silence.

Recently we have seen photographs of gun-tot-
ting plainclothesmen in action during hartals pub-
lished in the national press. Why can't the authori-
ties deploy these plainclothesmen on the campus
for nabbing the abductors? The DU authority, in
its turn, should take stricter measures to end the
intrusion of outsiders in the halls. It should carry
out regular checks at the staff quarters to flush out
suspected characters. Having said that we want to
ask the police what are they doing to make credihble
the claim of the government that law and order
situation has improved? A panic has already set in
the society, particularly among the guardians of
school-going children who are fast losing confi-
dence in the way the administration is being run.
The government may soon find itself in deep trou-
ble if this is not taken care of.

Sad Story Retold

THE National Institute of Cancer Research Hos-
pital (NICRH), with its woeful conditions,
certainly represents the appalling state of
specialised medicare in the country. With no
medicine and important equipment out of order
for days it is simply the sagly familiar tale of lack
of administrative attention and mismanagement
retold. We have seen similar situation at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH), National
Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Bangaban-
dhu Medical University and where not. Put
together, they
the medicare system.

The grim scenario at the country's lone spe-
cialised government hospital on nnculu%' needs
intervention for a quick turn-around. With the
supply of chemotherapy drugs cut off for the last
two years and its only cobalt-60 teletherapy ma-
chine inoperative, the NICRH would have very lit-
tle option but to frustrate, and enrage, more than
70 patients who go there every day.

ne cancer hospital for some 80 lakh patients
who, accurdm‘%otu a Cancer Society of Bangladesh
count, suffer from “some form of cancer in various
degrees” is evidently an untenable proposition;
more so, when that, too, is virtually no more than
a lame horse. We would like to have answers from
the health ministry to a couple of questions: why
was the money sanctioned for procurement of nec-
essary drugs not utilised e Central Medical
Store Depot (CMSD)? Why the tender for purchase
of a teletherapy machine was suspended? We expect
the government to pay attention to the situation at

all cry out for a speedy overhaul of
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Erosion of Values in State Organs Including Judiciary

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

Star October 5) under the

caption Values, Democracy
and Development, while
commenting on Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen's view that “the
pre-eminent development of the
period [20th century] is the rise
ol democracy | said, "But I
believe another pre-eminent
development durin this
century is the intolerable
erosion of human values that
have not only harmed
democracy and civil society
through ballot rigging. vote
buying. bribing etc., but also
adversely affected the economic
development world-wide."

IN my last article (The Daily

- While sitting in Johannesburg

and reading The Daily Star
through Internet it was not
surprising to see the headline
on October 24 saying —
‘Judiciary facing questions for
erosion of values’ It continues:
"A senior Aud e of the Supreme
Court and a former judge at a
seminar yesterday acknowl-
edged that erosion of values has
gripped the country’s judicial
system giving rise to questions
of accountability.”
As children we used to hear
a lamous story about a judge. A
neighbour went to meet his
_Ludge friend who was sitting in
is drawing room which had no
light. He entered the drawing
room and sought the permis-
sion of his judge friend to
switch on the light. The judge
said - please wait. The judge
went to the other room and re-
turned with his shirt on. Not
that it was a hot day and the
Judge friend was enjoying the
evening with a bare body; he
was indeed against excessive
use of his shirt and was also
wanted to reduce the electricity
bill. These costs the judge could
not easily afford. It's a story
that tells the level of honesty
and the respect for the position
a judge used to have in those
days.

T HE Bofors issue in India
has once again come to the
fore: and this time, the
new government seems hell-
bent to take it closer to a
resolution. The much talked-
about issue involving 14.2
million dollars in kickbacks to
get a 1.3 billion dollar arms
deal from Swedish company
Bofors by India in 1986 has
been stalking the Indian
political scene over the last 12
vears. It was after the Swedish
radio broke the news of bribery
in the deal in 1987,

Indian press is replete with
news, investigative reporting
and analyses of the scandal for
more than a decade, as a

. metaphor of corruption in the

gher echeloris of the adminis-
Fx'}a'unn. The charge-sheet, fi-'

* nally 'giveri by' the new'govern-

ment after coming back to
Fow::r following the recent elec-
lons, indicts among others the
late Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. who was at the helm.
He was also in charge of Min-
istry of Defence when the accord
was signed in March, 1986.
Since Mr. Gandhi is no more.,
Others involved may have to
face trial although they, two
other accused, are not in India.
Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrochi, who is known to be
a close family friend of main
opposition leader Sonia
Gandhi. is an accused in the
case and an Indian court has
just ordered his arrest, But he is
not in India. An Indian, Mr,
Win Chadha. another person
believed to have received a ma-
Jor part of the kickbacks, is
also not in India presently. The
accused include a former top
tovernment official Mr. S K.
Batnagar. who was the Defence
Secretary when the deal was
signed. The former chief of the

AKISTANIS are incurable
Pﬂﬂtlmists who are more
likely to look at a half
empty glass as half full. A few
weeks ago. our new Finance
Minister articulated the same
thought at a seminar in
Harvard University. Great hope
has been vested by the broad
masses of the people of
Pakistan in the military
regime, a “soft” martial law
without its usual teeth, never
before seen in this country and
one dare says, in recent history.
The aspirations aroused in
the people are scary. The mili-
tary rulers will have to rise be-
yond themselves to ensure that
the great expectations of the
masses are not frustrated. In
their talent search, they will
have to reach out for the ser-
vices of friend and perceived foe
alike. In the selection of a
dream team to run the country,
there is unanimity of views
about their competence and in-
tegrity.

Twelve or so years of demo-
cratic rule had driven us into
the wilderness without a com-
pass. The incumbent process
will only be successful if it
takes us back to a meaningful
democracy in which all the
people will participate as eqtlal
partners and not simpl e-
come pawns on a giant cﬂcss-
board. With the economy in
such doldrums that even easy
credit has no takers, primary
focus should be on the economy.
However public perception
wants accountability in super-
cession of everything else, an
animal-urge reminiscent of the
feelings of the audience of the
Roman Coliseum.

Since accountability indi-
rectly will not only force-feed
the economy but will also im-
prove law and order, build up
the national morale as well as
investor confidence, etc.
Accountability (or the lack of
it) will be the touchstone of suc-
cess (or failure] of Gen. Pervez
Mosharraf and his “Young
Turks”. '

While making comments on the present system of justice we must also bring in the important roles |

played by the lawyers. It’s the lawyer who helps the judge in arriving at his decisions in a case.

It's very important to note
that a very senior Justice of the
Supreme Court Justice Latifur
Rahman said in a seminar that

“...The udﬁshmalsnnntm*'
"} ¢ other da

board. the
Justice Minister of South
Africa said "The judges are not
the holy cows in the way of re-
organizing the judicial system.
Therefore the judges are now
under scrutiny everywhere."

Though some penlivle have
apparently started feeling that
gone are days when the judges
used to occupy a v special
place in the society, however,
the general impression is that
the judges still occupy their
rightful place in the society but
the problem appears to be in re-
spect of only some and particu-
larly some of those at the level
of the lower courts.

The World Bank PREM notes
-Oct 1999 No 30 by Pierre
Ladell-Mills mentioned that
the survey of Transparenc
International, Banglades
chapter “revealed that 63 per-
cent of households involved in
court cases had bribed the court
officials. .... Some 89 percent of
the respondents believed that it
was almost impossible to get
quick and fair judicial judge-
ments without money or influ-
ence. Such findings outraged
lower court judges. But their
protests were dismissed by the
media..."

: Two points need be high-
liﬁhted here: i. the households
should also be held responsible
for bribing — may be they were
forced but public must start re-
sisting such pressure if changes
are to be brought about and ii.
once money and influence were
used these could be quick but

The Bo

not necessarily fair judicial
ud ents.

] ﬁf}nﬂ]ﬂ'cver. speaking in the
seminar Justice Latifur
Rahman clearly acknowledged
that “When the credibility of
all institutions appears to have
eroded, we cannot ignore the re-
ality that the i of the judi-
ciary is also tarnished to a sub-
stantial extent in Bangladesh.

Undoubtedly, this is the result
of intolerable erosion of values
at all levels of the societ¥ in-
cluding the judiciary. Justice
Naimuddin Ahmed unequivo-
cally acknowledged that be-
cause of the erosion of values
the judiciary is facing ques-
tions of transparency and ac-
countability. Justice Latifur
Rahman, however, very rightly
assured the people by saying
that "We all must endeavour to
restore confidence of the people
in our system of justice,

our judiciary a viable, honest
and effective institution of the
State.”

A couple of months the
Chief Justice Mustafa mal
himself hinted at a very impor-
tant aspect of the limitations
that the judiciary faces in terms
of its relations with the
Execlitive organ of the State. If |
recall correctly he observed
that even for buying a type-
writer (the system needs to be
compute ) several stages of
executive authorities were to be
crossed. Such a situation not
only thwarts prn%er and quick
disposal of cases but one could
also detect direct or indirect
control of the Executive organ
of the State on functioning of
even the highest Court of the
State let alone the lower court.
The people feel that often there

are political pressures that dis-
turb proper ctioning of the
judicial system. Often there are
stories that if the judgement
goes against ‘someone’s own
man’ the judge would be trans-
ferred to . All these
may be stories but these do lead
one to press for immediate sep-
aration of Judici from the
Executive organ of the State.
"An independent judiciary is
the nunscl:nm:i;:uptgy 31‘ the
state™ — so put ustice
Latifur Rahg'.gl;n

These important remarks
from senior Justices of the
Highest Court of the count
may turn out to be the land-
marks in the way of reorganiza-
tion of the judicial system in
Bangladesh, which is overdue.
One could detect fuming dissat-
isfaction over the deterioration
that has been taking place in
the judicial and particu-
larly in some of the lower
courts but no one openly came

- out with such honest criticism.

The people do not comment
openly about the _ludlniar}r be-
cause of the

“contempt of court”.

Sometime ago I asked a se-
nior lawyer who said that the
question of contempt may arise
only when someone mak:3s
prejudicial comment(s) about a
case which is under conside:a-
tion of the court; otherwise
there should be no harm if a
judgement is criticised on merit
without having any intention
of maliﬁning the concerned
judge. If 1 have understood it
correctly Justice Rahman also

ave similar impression when
e said, “.... As long as the news-
papers do not impute improper
motives, they should have free-

fors Issue in Indian Politics

The coming months will witness a lot of heat on the Bofors issue as the relations between the
will revolve around it. The findings of the trial and
have tremendous impact on Indian scenario.

government and the main opposition, Congress,
conclusion will definitely

the ultimate

r

Bolors Mr. Martin Abdo has
also been charged in the case.

It remains to be seen how the
Indian government deals with
the persons who are either not
Indian or outside the country
while dealing with the case. It is
possible that the government
will ask for extradition of these
persons or follow some other
course so that they could be
made available before the court.
But how far the government
would succeed remains a big
question mark.

'But, the peolitical fall-out ‘of
the lingering scandal is' inter-
esting since ‘the charge-sheet
has been submitted soon after
the multi-party National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) led
by Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee re-
turned to power in the elections.
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. widow of
slain former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, was chosen as the
Leader of the Opposition in Lok
sabha (lower house of the par-
liament). The main needle of
suspicion in the case is obvi-
OUSF}F' at the Italian business-
man, who has been alleged by
the critics as “kingpin” in the
deal. It has also been alleged
that Sonia influenced husband
Rajiv to get involved in the deal,
but it is not known or who and
how many people have been fi-
nancially benefited by it. °

The Swedish company had
beaten firms from different
countries to secure the contract.
Mr. Gandhi had steadfastly de-
nied his involvement or knowl-
edge about any wrongdoing in
the whole exercise, but he suf-
fered due to this - badly. He lost

power in the 1989 general elec-

tions. Rajiv was earlier known

as "Mr.Clean” because of his in-
tegrity but the Bofors changed
that image. He was trying to
stage a comeback to power but
was killed by bomb blasts of
Tamil separatists just before
the 1991 elections while ad-
dressing a rally near southern
city of Madras.

Why has the Vajpayee gov-
ernment chosen to take on the

_issue within days of getting

back to office? Does it stem es-
sentially from moral point of
view or is any political vendetta

also playing a role here? How -

and gossips on the controversy
at rest. Secondly, a political
angle may also be working, as

Mrs. Gandhi has now emerged

as the main opposition leader
following the elections that saw
her winning from both the con-
stituencies she contested. She
was elected from southern Bel-
lari by more than 50,000 votes
while her victory in Amethi
was really thumping as it was
by more than three lakh votes --
the biggest margin in the polls.
During the hectic and often bit-
ter campai
ing, the NDA focussed on Mrs.
Gandhi’s “foreign origin™ and

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
o
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Mrs. Sonia Gandhi looks at the
whole thing and what is her
strategy to face the issue which
may have far-reaching impact
on her political career, since
she has now found an impor-
tant political position after_ the
elections?

There can be two-pronged
strategy of the government in
dealing with the issue. First, it
genuinely wants to unearth the
scandal that has remained un-
resolved for an unusually long
time. Probity in public life con-
stitutes a key element in poli-
lics and Vajpayee government
is keen to put the speculations

N\ Il MATTERS H1
AROUND US

her alleged links to the Bofors
arms purchase. But these did
not seem to have cut much ice
among the electorate as she
. fomped home easily.
‘l‘ruc. the Congress party,
which she leads, cut a sorry fig-
ure by ng lowest ever sea
in the independent India. But
Sonia was not rejected, al-
though she could not show any
magic-touch” in the voting as
Fa:r as the y is concerned.
It's a fact that members of the
Nehru” dynasty have often
demonstrated such influences.
Had Sonia shown poor perfor-
mance from two seats, she.

age-old concept of

before the ballot-

I

dom to criticise Magistrates
and judges.... the criticism of a
judge and his judgement is
permissible provided one does
not scandalise and malign a

g
juaﬁnwever. the clarion call
made by Justice Rahman that
“We all must endeavour to re-
store the confidence of the
ple in our system of justice "
should be heeded to by all con-
cerned and that will make all
the differences and indeed re-
store full confidence in the en-
tire !udicial system.
e comments on
the present system of justice we
must also brinf in the impor-
tant roles played by the
lawyers. It's the lawyer who
helps the judge in arriving at
his decisions in a case.
Therefore, the issues of sticki
to values, ethics, principles a:g
code of conduct laid down for
the lawyers become all the more
important but unfortunately

.here also serious erosions are

being observed in many cases
and hence the multiplier effect
on the judiciary as a whole.
Incidentally, on the same
day Prime Minister herself
said. * If the executive and leg-
islative branches are to be ac-
countable and to function
transparently, it is to be ex-
pected that the judiciary, as one
of the three organs of the state,

should also be doing so.” She
added. "1 know that my com-
ment could generate articles in
the press and I may even be
summoned by the Court. but I
feel strongly about this, and 1
feel 1 should create public opin-
ion on this subject.” Should the
people now take for granted
that when the Prime Minister

might have been dismissed
from politics. But that did not
happen even though Ballery is
an old C ss stronghold and
Amethi is a family bastion.
The NDA has a comfortable
majority in Lok sabha and is
set to rule for a longer period
this time. But problems within
the government cannot be to-
tally ruled out since it is a plat-
form of 24 parties. The
Congress suffers from leader-
ship crisis and Mrs. Gandhi is
firm in the saddle in absence of
any other charismatic figure
outside the "Nehru” family. It is
possible that Rajiv's daughter
Priyanka or son ul may en-
ter into politics at an appropri-
ate time, but for the time being,

‘it is Mrs. Gandhi, who is set in

the pattern. If her links with
the fors scandal is proven,
then this will certainly have an
adverse effect on her career. [t
may be assumed that her oppo-
nents have an eye on that and,
in the process, may force her to
be in slippery ground. After all,
there is no denying that most
Indians are convinced of seri-
ous wrong-doings in the multi-
million dollar arms deal and
want to know the financial
beneficiaries.

The Congress and Mrs.
Gandhi have that Ra-
jiv's name be deleted from the
charge-sheet, But the govern-
ment has rejected this, sagin% it
will have no control on the in-
vestigations by the CBI and le-
gal proceedings. The govern-
ment, on the other hand, wants
Mrs. Gandhi's co-operation and
she may be called during the

Half Empty, Half Full

Of the 52 million registered voters (out
out to vote, i.e. about 20 million people. Barely
make the effort for a referendum despite ov

of a population of 130 million),

The idea of a referendum to
legalise military rule is a polit-
ical trap that should be avoided.
I is a non-starter.
Constitutions have no place for
military rule and those who
suggest manipulation have no
conscience. Moreover, our peo-
ple are gradually apathetic
about voting. Gen Ziaul Hagq

found this of% te his lasting'
detriment. To get the populace
to the polling stations, political
parties organise transportation
on election days. small camps
are established near the polling
booths, their workers ensure
the right symbols are marked
by the voter -- all in all a logis-
tical exercise of great magni-
tude. Of the 52 million regis-
tered voters (out of a population
of 130 million), barely 40 per

barely 40 per cent would go
5 per cent or about 2.5 million people are likely to
erwhelming support for military rule preseﬂfy.

tration.

Barely a month into mili-
tary rule, self-servers totally
distinct from the military
rulers have begun to function
on their own agenda. Some are
the incorrigibly corrupt, who
are asking for double the nor-
mal bribes in this new envi-
ronment, using it to terrorise
the innocents into submission.
Then there are vested interests
who want the military rule to

fail and thus employ the “judo

Twelve or so years of democratic rule had
incumbent process will only
all the people will participate as
chessboard. With the

Ikram Seha writes from Karachi

S

blatant lie but some sort of

“monitoring unit at the district

level on the pattern of Citizens-
Police Liaison Committee
(CPLC) that can identify such
cases and bring swift retribu-
tion is very nece ;

This includes the problem of
false accusation and fabricated
cases. This is an endemic prob-
lem in Pakistan. One does not
doubt that the CE is sincere
about a free press and its hﬂlgin
the accountability process but

cent go out to vote, i.e. about 20
million mple. Barely 5
cent or about 2.5 million
are likely to make the effort
a referendum despite over-
whelming support for military
rule presently. They will con-
tinue to get the support. The
military rule continues to re-
main “people-minded™ and not
fall prey to special interest
groups. A low turnout in an
referendum. even heavi y
weighted in favour of military
rule, will undermine the credi-
bility of the CE and his regime.
Motivated interests -- mostly
those wanting to escape retribu-
tion -- will exploit this for all
its worth. The whole process
_will become an exercise in frus-

per
For

* fere with

ploy” i.e. use the deterrence of
military might to achieve their
own objectives while bringing a
bad name for the rulers by ha-
rassing the average citizen into
a state of anger and resentment,

Banks, financial institu-
tions, leasing companies, etc.,
are working on their own
agenda, going after those who
may be relatively small and
may only be ue, not even
defaulters ac to the SBP
instructions.  After the first
shock, the wun-Godly have
started to come out of the
woodwork. GHQ has ordered all
military personnel not to inter-
Sl VEIMarce, some are
alrea eging receiving tele-
Pphone calls. This is pmbgably a

within the establishment there
are past masters of misinfor-
mation and disinformation,
people excelling in the planth
news items against “perceived
enemies, in fact they are the
ones who deliberately create
rift and then thrive in it as it
gives them some reason for ex-

istence in the of their supe-
riors. Those who deliberately
create rift need lary pun-

ishment. Somcfrew:i im th:l
“highl " of articles an
nmgh :E:hmuilgin such a manner
that ulﬂ_lect.iﬂty is taken out of
it and the e slanted it in
a one-sided manner to suit their
nefarious purpose.

THere are others who do not
‘have the courage to put their

names to what they write, but
persist in libelling others under
do and false names, The CE
as to clearly spell out a proce-
dure for uncovering those mak-
false accusations or be
false witness. They should face
the same quantum of punish-
ment that those whom they tar-
et would have got if their evi-
ence/charges had been true.
The whole edifice of credibility
of the military rule will col-
lapse unless firm measures are
taken to cont.>' such oppor-
tunists, particularly those who
have the capacity to exploit the
media.

The end game of account-
ability ensures that the guilty
must get unishment.
Unfortunately, those who have
money have the means and
clout to escape retribution. In

driven us into the wilderness without a compass. The
be successful if it takes us back to a meaningful democracy in which
equal partners and not simply become pawns on a giant
economy in such doldrums that even easy credit has no takers,

primary focus _should be on the economy.

trial, their lawye
all technical hitches available
to delay the
the buck wi

ciary, they have to conten
the ground r:a]iz of ralnln%gﬂel:
reputation of individual ju

the first instance. they ensure
that their case is never investi-
gated, then if it does get to the
mulr}* stage they manage

/er manipulate facts. If that
fails and their case comes to

trial, they h-ve the best lawyers
and gccountants to bring down
such a “fog”™ around the truth

that justice cannot penetrate.
Given that somehow the fog is
cleared and the case comes to
rs will bri

. In the end,
stop at the judi-
ciary's doorstep. With all due
respects to the superior :1:115;

herself has challenged the
Judiciary on the issue of trans-
parency and accountability. she
would ensure proper trans-
parem:fylr and accountability in
the other two organs of the
State. This will be the real revo-
lutionary and absolutely neces-
sary step for the Prime Minister
in order to clean up her admin-
iIstration. She also said, "..] feel
strongly about this and [ fee] |
shonld create public opinion on
this subject.®* This clearly
means she is serious about the
lransparency and accountabil-
ity of all the State organs
Indeed. she is in position to put
the challenge into hard action
and create history in
Bangladesh. She can take for
granted that the people will be
with her in such noble efforts.

1. Let POLITICS be cleaned
first as the politicians bear the
major responsibilities to run
iwo main state organs.

“Cleaning up operation’
should begin at the level of all
political parties.

There should be enough
‘clean people” in different po-
litical parties to support such
actions.

Similarly. let there be a full
competition on “cleaning up
operations” in all Executive
branches too.

2. When the Prime Minister
has brought the media and the
Journalists into the picture and
asked them to "observe trans-
parency” she should go for full
transparency of the TV and
Radio. Broadcasting should be
taken out of the Ministry of
Information and put under an
Independent Broadcasting
Council consisting of some
non-political independent citi-
zens. The Council should have
the approval of the Parliament.

3. Ombudsman should be ap-
pointed without any further
delay and the Anti-Corruption
Bureau be placed under the
Ombudsman.

trial to lain her links with
the Italian businessman. Sonia
has castigated the move to im-
plicate her late husband and
said she would not bargain on
the issue. :

"They are protecting big
business houses many of whom
are engaged in -doings but
have involved the late prime
minister”, Sonia retorted to

l_have said angrily. Sonia says

there is not a shred of evidence
against Rajiv, but the govern-
ment did not hesitate to name
him in the charge-sheet,
Clearly, she appears to be in a
mood to fight it out rather than
“co-operating”™ with the gov-
ernment. The situation is also
embarrassing for some  people
on differént céunts. For in-—
stance, the Railway Minister in
the new government Ms. Mamta
Banerjee, who éuas hil the
Congress party and was close to
Rajiv Gﬁdhiyhut broke away
with Sonia, preferred to remain

silent over mentioning of Ra-
jiv's name, in the charge-sheet.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu said Rajiv's name in
the charge-sheet should not
come as a bolt from the blue,
since he was the prime minister
at that time but it does not nec-
essarily mean that he was

guilty,

The coming months will
witness a lot of heat on the Fo-
fors issue as the relations be-
tween the government and the
main opposition, Co . will
revolve around this issue. The
findings of the trial and the ul-
timate conclusion will defi-
nitely have tremendous impact
on Indian scenario. Only time
will tell whether Congress or
the government would benefit
or lose from this.

down the line that seems to
have fallen in public percep-
tion. A self-cleansing process is

ossibly required which wrill
grtng back the trust and dignity
of such office, as it once was.

There exists a reason for
doubt in the public mind, an =l-
ement of uncertainty creating
confusion whether the rich,
with all their wealth and influ-
ence, will ever be brought to
justice. For the sake of the
country, one humbly reque:its
the judiciary to face up to this
reality. We can only gently and
respectfully bring this to the
notice of the superior judiciary.
The CE is a soldier. His

forthright manner will defi-
nitel impress civilians,
whether actions will continue
to match his words will be very
easily discernible in the coming
days. What was impressive was
something one has not heard
any leader in Pakistan ever ac-
cept, that as a human being he
or his team may make mis-
takes, and when these mistakes
are discovered, these will be rec-
tified. For a nation that never
accepts its faults or even learn
lessons from its mistakes, the
CE's assertion was refreshing
and welcome. It added to his
credibility. The ultimate legal-
ity of the CE's rule rests in the

oodwill of the people of

akistan who rtsenﬂﬁ see him
as a human being like them-
selves, not as an omnipotent
dictator who professes he can
do no wrong. There is no reason
to try and justify military rule,
there can be no legality for it in
the technical sense. In the
moral sense, people have ac-
tci)ted it and have aspirations it
will lead to a better system than
what they live under,
Whatever timeframe is set out,
the referendum on military rule
should be part of the ultimate
transition electoral process. If
military rule has been good for
Pakistan, the people will say
overwhelmingly so and if it is
not, one doubts there will be a
natural transition.



