) Tie Buily Star

e

Philippoussis
In gqtrs
PARIS, Nov 5: Mark Philip-

poussis earned his third con
dence-boosting win at the Paris

Open by outserving No 10 seed

Tim Henman on Thursday. re-

ports AP. -
The powerful Australian has

struggled badly in three events
since undgrdguing knee surge
but stormed to a 6-1, 3-6, 6-3,
win as Henman continued his
poor recent form.

Philippoussis, who beat No 8
seed Richard Krajicek in the
second round after a first-round
success against Nicolas Escude,
served 14 aces to Henman's
sevenn, while the double fault
count was 6-0 in Philippoussis’
favour.

"All 1 am lacking from mi{
game is matches under my belt
and this week that is what | am
getting,” Philippoussis said. "I
am contentrating extremely
well and enjoying playing
again.”

"Players like to peak for the
big tournaments and that is
what | am starting to do,"” he
added.

Philippoussis was unstop-
pable in the first set, which he
clinched with a thunderous
206-kph (128mph) serve that
had Henman floundering.

Injury forces
Rios out of
the season

SANTIAGO. Nov 5: Marcelo
~ios, the world's former num-
ber one but currently ranked
eighth. bowed out on Thursday
ol the rest of the 1999 season
because of a pelvic injury he has
been carrying for several
months, reports Reuters, :

Rios told reporters he had
decided not to play in the big
season-ending Hanover tour-
nament, starting on November
22. He has also pulled out of
next week's Stockholm Open.

'l have a lot of pain and like
Lthis it is impossible to play,"
Rics said.

Rios. who had been in line to
join the top eight ranked play-
ers in Hanover, is to seek medi-
cal advice on whether he should
have an operation.

The Chilean was eliminated
ifrom the Paris Open on
Wednesday, goin own in
straight sets to Micheal Chang.

He said of his season: I
wanted to end fifth or sixth in
the rankings, but still I'll end as
one of the top 10 players for a
third year which is good."

Cricket 1in a state

From page 13
ecially for West Indian cricket,
ause he was putting so much
into the game as a coach.

‘iL8 scary that someone of
my éera in the game has gone.

- "He had so much to offer, he
Was a great professional and a
great guy as well."

Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram paying his tribute say-
ing: "Malcollm was one of the
cleverest fast bowlers in cricket
and he was my fast bowling
idol.

“His skills were to pick the
mistakes of batsmen straight
away and spot their weak-
nesses,
~ "He was a nice fellow off the
lield, but a fierce competitor on
it and on behalf of the Pakistan
leam | offer my condolences to
his family."

Hampshire chairman Brian
Ford described Marshal} as "a
lovely. lovely man in addition
to being the terrific cricketer
that we all know.

'l can see him on the balcony
al Lord's in 1992 when we won
the Benson and Hedges Cup
beaming all over his face hav-
ing finally won his cup-winning
medal."

Former Australian Test
player Greg Matthews was a
teaminale of Marshall's when
he played for Waverly in the
Sydney club competition.

He recalled how during his
first over for Waverly, Marshali
roared for a catch behind and
was stunned when the umpire
gave the batsman not out.

"He finished the over and
went down to fine leg and you
could hear him complaining
from there. They would hHave
heard him on Bondi Beach.”
Matthews said.

"But that was because he was
so competitive. Some other
sportspeople take a step back
when they come down from a
higher level but he was never
like that.”

"He is the best fast bowler |
think we have produced, along
with Michael Holding and Wes
Hall. [ think the entire world
will mourn Malcolm. He was
everybody's friend — to Barba-
dos. West Indian cricket, the
rest of the Caribbean. Hamp-
shire and everywhere he's gone.
I do not know anybody who
would say anything bad about
Malcolm {{arshall. as a person
or as a cricketer,” said former
West Indies teammate Colin
Croft.

"Malcolm was one of the
world's greatest fast bowlers. a
great thinker and a well-bal-
anced individual who gave his
best whether batting or bowl-
ing." Peter Short, the former
West Indies Cricket Association
president giving his reaction.

°1 first faced Malcolm in the

1991 series in the West Indies

and I think he will go down as

one of the great modern fast
bowlers. He was a quick and
skiddy bowler who could move
the ball both ways. He was the
complete fast bowler in my
opinion. Off the field he was a
very nice man and ne in
cricket will miss him.” said

former England captain
Michael Atherton.
'l faced him on my first Eng-

land tour and he was the most
fearsome of opponents on the
field but off it, one of the nicest
olokes you could meet. He was a
genuinely nice man, certainl

ane of the best fast buwlcqu
cver iuced and probably one of
greatest of all time — it's a great
shock." said England batsman
and former captain Alec Stew-

Youhana,

BRISBANE, Nov 5:
Damien Fleming
salvaged a poten-
tl-adi'.i}_f,”frg disastrous
toss decision with
late Pakistan wi-

—_———— ==

ckets as Australia clawed back

on the opening day of the first
cricket Test here Friday, re-
ports AFP.

Skipper Steve Waugh admit-
ted his decision to send an "un-
derdone” Pakistan into bat on a
green-tinged Gabba pitch was
not "looking too flash” until
Fle struck with the second
new ball.

A near-record stand between
Inzamamul Haq and Yousuf
Youhana had Pakistan in
command at 265 for three be-
fore the late flurry of dis-
missals loosened the tourists’
grip to be 280 for six at stumps.

Fleming removed Youhana
and nightwatchman Mushtaq
Ahmed to add to his earlier
scalps of Mohammad Wasim
and Ijaz Ahmed to finish the
day on an upswing for the world
champion Australians.

The Victorian swing bowler
came off with 4-57 from 25
overs. Three of the dismissals
involved catches for Test debu-
tant wicketkeeper Adam Gilch-
rist. the successor to newly-
retired lan Healy.

"There probably wasn't
enough in the .wicket as 1|
thought there would be,” said
Waugh. "I was confident it was
the right choice, but at the end
of the day | wasn't looking too
flash until the last couple of
wickets."

Inzamam (88) and Youhana
(95) put on 152 runs for the
lourth wicket — three short of
the Pakistan's best against
Australia — to have the tourists
in command.

At the close, Azhar
Mahmood, who was doubled-up
in pain by a blow to the groin
from a Fleming delivery, was
not out seven with Abdur
Razzati]yct to score.

"l think they're 55-45 up at
this stage, we've clawed our way
back and tomorrow mornin
will be crucial, if we can bow
them out for something under
350 | think we've done well,"
said Waugh, leading Australia
for the first time in a home se-
ries after the retirement of
Mark Taylor.

Youhana fell agonisingly
five runs short of his first cen-
tury against Australia when he
edged Flaming to Gilchrist 15
minutes before stamp.

Youhana was crestfallen as
West Indian umpire Eddie
Nicholls raised his finger to end
his innings and he trudged back
to the dressingroom ruing his
missed opportunity.

The 25-year-old right-han-
der batted for 209 minutes and
hit 16 fours.

Inzamam was again denied a
coveted century against
Australia when he was trapped
Ibw by Glenn McGrath for 88
about a half-hour "before
stumps. 'y

The burly right-handed No 4
was attempting to, improve on
his previous highest score of 97
against Australia at Peshawar
last year.

So in control of proceedings
were Pakistan that they have
worked their way towards their
highest score on the ground of

291, sel back on the 1981-82

ur. .
Inzamam, a 56-Test batting
mainstay of the Pakistan top
order, thwarted the Australian
attack for 255 minutes clouting
15 boundaries off 199 balls.

"We worked pretty well all
day and we deserved a few wick-
ets at the end, but we weren't
quite on our game in the first
10-15 overs this morning and
we didn't do enough with the
new ball." said Waugh.

That was mainly due to the
positive hitting of experienced
opener Saeed Anwar, whose
chanceless 61 frustrated the
Australian attack.

In fact skipper Waugh was
forced to turn to bowling part-
timers Ricky Ponting, Greg

the tourists at 42 for two just af-
ter the morning drinks break.

Fellow opener Mohammad
Wasim lost his wicket to a lazy
shot fwo balls after drinks
when he edged Fleming giving
Gilchrist his first catch in
Tests.

Wasim's indiscretion ex-

osed ljaz Ahmed and three

Ealls later he was on his way
without scoring when he
snicked Fleming to a diving
Warne at first slip.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first day's
play in the first cricket Test be-
tween Australia and Pakistan
in Brisbane on Friday:
PAKISTAN: First Innings

Pakistan opener Saeed Anwar pulls one on the on-side

during the first day's play of the first Test against

Australia at the.Gabba yesterday.

Blewett and even himself after
frontline bowlers McGrath,
Fleming and Shane Warne
struggled to make a break-
through,

Pakistan lost just-one wicket
in the middle session. Anwar
out for no addition to his lunch
score of 61 after putting on 71
runs with Inzamam for the
third wicket,

Anwar, who boasted a Test
average of 67.11 against
Australia, edged Warne to Mark

Waugh at slip to end his 134-
minute knock embedded with
seven fours.

It was Warne's 332nd Test
wicket and 38th against
Pakistan.

Anwar's 20th half-century
in his 42nd Test followed a
tumble of wicket which had left

— AFP photo

Anwar ¢ M Waugh b Wame 61
M Wasim ¢ Gilchrist b Fleming 18
ljaz ¢ Warne b Fleming 0
[Inzamam Ibw b MeGrath 85
Youhana c¢ Gilchrist b Fleming 95
Mahmaood not out 7
Mushtaq ¢ Gilchrist b Fleming 0
Razzaq not out 0
Extras (b-4, 1b-2,. nb-5) 11

280

Total: (For six wickets) ¢

Fali of wickets: 1-42, 2-42, 3. 1|

113, 4-265, 5-280, 6-280.
To bat (from): Moin Khin
Wasin Akram. Shoaib Akhtar

Bowler: O M R w
McGrath 21 2 86 1
Fleming 25 5 57 4
Muller 13 4 42 0
Warne 22 9 o 1
Blewett 5 ] 22 0
Fontin o ] 12 0
S Waugh 1 0 1 0

| marked for rel ation,

MILAN, Nov 5;
Lazio get their
chance to break
away from the
rest of the Serie A
: this weekend,
with an easy fixture for the
lcague leaders at home to
Verona while their rivals all
look destined to struggle. re-
ports AFP.

Lazio haven't lost a match
all season in Serie A. the
Champions League and their
European Super Cup showdown
with Manchester United. And
they are unlikely to start now
against a side who are fifth
from bottom.

Coach Sven Goran Eriksson
rested many of his key players
for their midweek victory in
Kiev and should have plenty to
choose from on Sunday, includ-
ing skipper Alessandro Nesta,
due back from injury.

But if things are looking
good for the Rome club. their
immediate rivals are in for a
more difficult time this week-
end.

Juventus, a point behind in
the table. have their first derby
in three and, a hall vears

against newly-promoted Torino
on Sunday night and the

favourites could easily drop two
points.

Coach Carlo Ancelotti was
resting Alessandro Del Piero
and illpﬂm Inzaghi from
Thurday’'s UEFA Cup tie against
Levski Sofia just to make sure
they fit and ready to face Toro'.

Torino coach Emiliano
Mondonico is taking nothing
for granted before a match at
the Stadio Delle Alpi which he
compared to a battle from'the
Wild West.

"We're like Indians leaving
the reserves where geople are
trying to pin them down, and
going off to fight the Ameri-
cans, who in our case are
Juventus. And we must be care-
ful not to risk getting massa-
cred,” he said.

‘But nobody has ever suc-
ceeded in keeping us in our re-
serve.” he said during a pow-
wow with Tuttosport this week.

“We are free and independent
Indians, against the people in
power.”

AC Milan's exit from the
Champions League may have
had the fans ing into their
‘cappuccine’ coffees on Thurs-
day morning but the team will
need all eir support on
‘Sunday against Venezia.

Their opponents are second
from bottom ani! already ear-
ut it's

Serie A _E'EVie\y

Easy outing await Lazio

the psychological impact of the
last-minute 3-2 defeat to
Galatasaray and their depar.
ture from the European football
scene that risks causing Milan
trouble at San Siro.

Currently third, they are
three points behind Juventus
but ahead of neighbours Inter
on goal difference. If they
loosen their grip now. their
league title defence will end the
same way as their campaign in
Europe.

Oliver Bierhofl should lead
the attack but strike partner
George Weah suffered a knock to
his left knee in Istanbul which
might rule him out of Sunday's
game.

Inter are away to Bologna in
a match which might see the
odd moment of confusion on
the pitch.

Inter made a bulk delivery of
players to Bologna over the
summer, handing over goal-
keeper Gianluca Pagliuca,

Brazilian midfielder Ze Elias
and striker Nicola Ventola, all
ol whom now have something
lo prove,

Inter meanwhile have to
prove they can win, after taking
just a single point from their
last three games.
~ There are doubts over the
litness of Christian Vieri but
Ronaldo looks certain to play
play.

[n other matches, AS Roma
are away 1o Reggina, Parma
travel to Piacenza and
Fiorentina head for Sardinia to
face Cagliari.

FIXTURES

Saturday: Perugia v Bari,
Cagliari v Fiorentina (evening
kick-off)

Sunday: Bologna v Inter
Milan. AC Milan v Venezia,
Lazio v Verona, Piacenza v
Parma., Lecce v Udinese,
Regdina v AS Roma, Torino v
Juventus (evening kick-off)

Russian Marat Safin executes a dnuble;ﬁsted backh

and

return against Marc Rosset of Switzerland during their

Paris Open engagement yesterday.

— AFP photo
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Healy given
hearty adieu

BRISBANE, Australia, Nov
5: Australian wicketkee

national selectors when he re-
ceived an emotional farewell
from his home town crowd at
the first cricket Test against
Pakistan here today, reports
AFP.

Healy, who announced his
retirement from the game last
week, missed out on ending his
wonderful playing career before
his Gabba fans as selectors
moved to supplant the 35-year-
old with Adam Gilchrist.

Selectors have been criti-
cised for not giving Healy the
opportunity to bow out fittingly
to public. acclaim for an 11-year
Test career.

Healj,reéjlayed in 119 Tests
and scored 4,356 runs at 27.39.

with four centuries and 22 half-

centuries,

He made 366 catches and 29
stuméaings for a Test world
record 395 dismissals,

Today Healy. covered in
green and gold streamers, drove
around the Gabba ground in an
open convertible with his three
children to receive the hero
worship of his fans during the
tea break on the opening day of
Lhe first Test.

The entire Pakistan team,
led by captain Wasim Akram,
came on to the field to applaud
Healy as he drove past. He gave
them a heart-felt thumbs-up for
their respects.

As the Australian players
came back on to the field after
tea, long-time Test teammate
Michael Slater sprinted across
the ground to shake Healy's

hand.
Capriati
advances

QUEBEC, Nov 5: American
Jennifer Capriati, trying to re-
gain the form she flashed as a
promising Leen, beat Seda
Noorlander of the Netherlands
6-4. 6-2 to reach the quarterfi-
nals of the Bell Challenge, re-
ports AP.

In another afternoon match
Thursday, American Mashona
Washington advance to her first
WTA quarterfinal with a 6-3. 6-

I victory over Japan's Shinobu
Asagoe,

French Preview

Auxerre, the
team to beat

In France Auxerre are show-
ing that money does not neces-
sarily talk, reports AFP,.

The 1996 Double winners,
who only escaped relegation
last season with a last day win,
defend the top spot on Sunday
when they visit Nantes, who are
French Cup holders but in
something ol a predicament as
they are second bottomn of the
top flight.

Auxerre's veteran coach Guy
Roux, in his 39th vear in charge
tl the Burgundy outfit, will be
on the services of
World Cup ' star Bernard
Diomede, who missed the win
over Montpellier l4st weekend.

Their closest challengers
Lyon , host Le Havre, who
jumped three places off the bot-
tom last week with an unex-
pected 3-1 win over Paris St
Germain.

Third-placed Monaco host
Marseille in the battle of the
cash-rich Cote d'Azur clubs.

Champions Bardeaux,. in
lourth spot. lLios: Sedan on
Saturday. The Girondins are
wailing on French interna-
lional goalkeeper Ulrich Rame,
linked with Manchester United,
who will have a fitness test
Friday.

Paris St Germain host im-
proving St Etienne also on
Saturday.

FIXTURES

Saturday: Paris-SG v Saint-
Etienne, Bordeaux v Sedan,
Slrasbourg v Nancy, Rennes v
Bastia

Sunday: Metz v Lens, Lyon v
Le Havre, Troyes v Montpellier,
Nantes v Auxerre, Monaco v
Marseille

Bundesliga preview

Champions in
good spirits

UNDATED, Nov 5;:
Germany it has been a wonder-
ful week for defending champi-
ons Bayern Munich, reports
AFP.

A 5-0 win over Wolfsbur
helped them back to the top o
the Bundesliga and a 1-0 win
over Glasgow Rangers - albeit a
nervy one - helped them qualify
for the next phase of the
Champions League, the trophy
that was famously bedecked in
Bayern ribbons in Barcelona
last May.

Unfortunately those ribbons
had to be quickly removed
when Manchester United awoke
from their normal time slum-
ber and scored an equaliser and
a winner in 95 seconds of injury
time madness.

Bayern will hope to continue
their winning form at SSV Ulm
on Saturday while Borussia
Dortmund, level on points with
Bayern, host Bayer Leverkusen
in the pick of the games.

Both sets of fans may be feel-
ing slightly deflated, however,
as both teams were eliminated
from the Champions League.

Hertha Berlin, who join
Bayern in Friday's draw for the
next phase, visit Eintracht
Frankfurt.

Hamburg, with Leverkusen a
point behind Bayern and
Dormund, visit Hansa Rostock
on Friday night.

FIXTURES

Friday: Hansa Rostock v SV
Hamburg, SC Freiburg v MSV
Duisburg

Saturday: Borussia Dort-
mund v Bayer Leverkusen,
Eintracht Frankfurt v Hertha
Berlin, Munich 1860 v
Unterhaching, SSV Ulm v
Bayern Munich, VfL Wolfsburg
v VIB Stuttgart

Sunday: Kaiserslautern v
Schalke 04, Arminia Bielefeld v
Werder Bremen

—

RAJKOT, India.
Nov 5: Nathan As-
tle sparkled with
bat ‘and ball as
New Zealand co-
mpiled their hi%--
hest one-day score to defeat In-
dia by 43 runs in the first of the
[ive one-day internationals
here today, reports AFP.

Astle hit 120 and took three
for 40 as the Kiwis revelled in
perfect batting conditions to
score a record 349 for 9 in 50
overs, before bowling the hosts
out for 306 with three overs to
spare,

Ajay Jadeja top-scored for
India with 95 off 97 balls, but it
was not enough to prevent New
Zealand from recording only
their third win in 13 matches
on Indian soil.

The Kiwis, eager to avenge
the 1-0 defeat by India in the re-
cent three-Test series, took ad-
vantage of the flat wicket and
the short outfield to hammer
the Indian bowling.

Craig Spearman smashed 68
off 44 balls and Roger Twose hit
a run-a-ball 56 as New Zealand
overtpok their previous best of
348 — also against India at
Nagpur in 1995.

India. chasing a stiff target
of seven runs an oyer, began su-
perbly when skipper Sachin
Tendulkar and Saurav Ganguly
put orn 87 for the first wicket in
Just 11.4 overs.

Tendulkar, dropped by
wicketkeeper Adam Parore in
Dion Nash's first over, mnade 32,
while left-hander Ganguly con-
tributed 41.

Both batsmen, however. fell
in successive overs as India
slipped to 90 for two in the 13th.

Jadsja kept India in the hunt
by adding 81 for the third
wicket with Rahul Dravid and
68 for the fourth with Robin
Singh.

The Indians moved to 239
for 3 in the 38th over, before
New Zealand hit back with five
wickets in the space of 29 runs.

Astle lollowed his seventh
one-day century by trappin
Dravid leg-before %r 39 an

Astle rampages at Rajkot

per Ian,
Healy got the sendoff denied by

then finished India's challenge
by removing Jadeja to a catch at

" long-olf in the 42nd over.

Astle [ittingly ended the
match by catching Anil Kumble
off seamer Scott Styris. who
markeded his international de-
but with three for 63 in 10
OVers.

Earlier. Spearman and Astle

gave the tourists a flying start
of 46 by the seventh over. before
taking their opening stand to
115 by the 15th.

The pair took 19 runs off the
15th over bowled by Venkatesh
Prasad. before Spearman holed
out in the deep off the last ball.

Left-hander Twose, flown in
for the one-dayers after being

b
e

ASTLE ... m-o-m

ignored for the Test series.
added 109 for the second wicket
with Astle to lift the Kiwis to
224 for 1 by the 32nd over. .
Astle raced to his century.
but the Indians prevented what
appeared to be a 400 plus score
by grabbing eight wickets for
125 runs.
Prasad took three wickets at
a cost of 75 runs in his 10 overs.
Off-spinner Nikhil Chopra con-
72 runs without success in
his 10. while Kumble went for 2
for 64.
The second one-dayer will be
played in the southern city of

Hyderabad on Monday.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first one-
day international between In-
dia and New Zealand on Friday:
Spearman ¢ Bharadwaj b Prasad 68
Astle ¢ Dravid b Prasad 120
Twose b Srinath 56
Fleming ¢ Dravid b Prasad 10
Caims run out
Harris ¢ Tendulkar b
Parore ¢ Chopra b Bharadwaj
Nash not out
Styris st M Prasad b Kumbile
Vettori ¢ Jadeja b Kumble
O'Connor not out
Extras: (Ib-5, w-13. nb-5)
Total: (For nine wickets
in 50 overs)

Fall of wickets: 1-115:

'8 Boooozh®

3

3-244,; 4-277; 5-310: 6-336: 7-
343; B-345: 9-345.
Bowler O M R W
Srinath 10 2 51 1
Prasad 100 O ™ 3
Kumble 10 0 &4 2
Chopra 10 0 72 0
Tendulkar 3 0 18 0O
Bharadwayj 5 0 4 2
-Singh 2 0 20 0
IA
Ganguly c Harris b O'Connor 41
Tendulkar ¢ Caimns b Styris 32
Dravid Ibw b Astle 8 2
Jadeja ¢ sub (Horne) b Astle 95
Singh ¢ Spearman b Harris 23
B ¢ Twose b Vettori

1
Chopra st Parore b Vettori 0
M Prasad b Astle 2
Srinath c sub (Horne) b Styris 19
Kumble c Astle b Styris 15
V Prasad not out 9
Extras: (b-1, Ib-7. w-19, nb-3) 30
Total: (All out in 47 overs) 306

Fall of wickets: 1-87: 2-90: 3-
171; 4-239; 5-247; 6-248: 7-251:

B8-268; 9-288.
Bowler O M R W
Nash 1 0 2 0
O'Connor 3 0 42 1
Cairns 8 0 47 0O
Styris 10 0 6 3
Harris 10 0 56 1
Vettori 8 0 48 2
Astle 7 0 40 3
Result: New Zealand won
by 43 runs.

Man-of-the-match: Nathan
Astle,

Premiership preview

Sunderland face the Boro test

"¥ I LONDON, Nov 5:
Third-placed Sun-
derland  visit
North East rivals
Middlesbrough at
: Lthe Riverside Sta-
dium on Saturday hnpin% to
leaplrog leaders Leeds who face
a tricky away trip to Wimb-
ledon on Sunday. reports AFP.

Peter Reid, celebrating his.
manager of the month award
having taken Sunderland to
their highest position in the top
flight since 1955, knows his
team will have to be at their
best if they are to take all three
points from their local rivals.

Brazilian Juninho. who re-
turned to Middlesbrough this
season after a spell in Spain, is
starting to find his feet back in
the Premiership while German
international full-back
Christian Ziege always poses a
threat from dead-ball situa-
tions.

However, Reid can look to
his young striker Kevin
Philiips as a potentjal match-
winner with an impressive five
goals in four games during the
month of October.

Phillips' form was enough
for England manager Kevin
Keegan to call up the league's top
scorer into the international
squad to face Scotland in the
Euro 2000 play-off.

Leaders Leeds face a tiring
trip back from their European
trip to Moscow this week and
are unlikely to relish a trip to
Selhurst Park to face a
Wimbledon side who despite be-
ing sixth from bottom in the
table, have lost only one of
their last 10 games,

Wimbledon will also be
boosted by the signing of Kjetil
Wahler. the fourth Norwegian
signing since Egil Olsen took
over as manager from Joe
Kinnear.

Leeds boss David O'Leary,
who has a transfer kitty of 40
million pounds burning a hole
in his pocket, will be hoping his

oung guns can continue their
antastic run of form which has
taken them to the summit.

Leeds are sitting pretty on 29
points, two ahead of Manch-

ester United and Sunderland

— =

both on 27.

Sir Alex Ferguson's United,
who could alsp take over pole
Fusitinn. will be up against
ifth-placed Leicester at Old
Trafford.

United will be full of confi-
dence after their ChamJ::inns
League success in midweek
against Sturm Graz along with
Andy Cole's surprise return to
the England squad.

Cole has been under fire all

- week for his outspoken com-

ments about former strike
artner Alan Shearer, who he
elieves has benefitted from
favouritism by England man-
agers, past and present.

Leicester, meanwhile, refuse
to be distracted by off-field poli-
tics and pose a serious threat to
the reigning champions' un-
beaten home record.

George Graham's Tottenham
side take on Arsenal at White
Hart Lane in the North London
dcrbgz historically a hot-
blooded affair with very few
goals, with the teams having
{Jlayed out four 0-0 draws in the

ast four seasons.

Arsenal lie fourth in the
league on 26 points after 13
games, six ahead of their local
rivals although Tottenham do
have a game in hand.

Both clubs had away trips in
Europe but tiredness is kely
to douse the passion in a what
always proves to be a physical
contest.

Liverpool will be looking to
improve on sixth place in the
Premiership at home to Derby,
having gone five games without
loss and buoyed by their victory
over Bradford on l&nnda :

But Jim Smith's side will
also be in good heart having
beaten Chelsea 3-1 at Pride
Park last week and strength-
ened by the arrival of Georgian
international Gheorgi Kirk-

Collymore's no

NOTTINGHAM. England.
Nov 5: Trobuled Aston Villa
striker Stan Collymore on
Thursday rejected the chance to
return  to  First Division
Notlingham Forest on loan. re-
ports AFP.

Southampton,
Coventry, Liverpool v Derby,
Man
Middlesbrough v Sunderland,
Sheff Wed v

(1660 GMT),
Everton, Tottenham v Arsenal
(1600 GMT), Wimbledon v Leeds
(1600 GMT)

ladze on loan from Ajax this
week.

Chelsea boss Gianluca Vialli
will be praying his team of for-
eiEn stars can reproduce thzir
Champions League form at
home to West Ham havin
clinched top spot in Group
with a 2-0 win over Hertha
Berlin this week.

Flamboyant chairman Ken
Bates, not one for sitting on the
fence, publicly criticised
Vialli's side this week, ques-
tioning the use of the squad ro-
tation system and the profes-
sionalism of some of the play-
ers who appear to perform only
when the opposition are glam-
orous.

West Ham manager Har
Redknapp is likely to keep fait
with his teenage star Joe Cole
having watched the England
prospect almost earn United a
point at Leeds last week.

At the bottom, basement
clubs Sheffield Wednesday and
Watfoerd lock horns in the six-
peinter at Hillsborough.

Watford, still ravaged by in-

juries and suspensions, could

Open up a seven point gap on

Wednesday who are propping up

the table on five points.
Newcastle host Everton at St

James's Park in search of three

valuable points to move out of
the drop-zone while the
Merseysiders will be looking to

improve on their recent poor
run of poor form after a promis-
ing start to their Premiership
campaign,

Walter Smith's side have

slipped to 10th after a winless
October.

Elsewhere Aston Villa take

on Southampton at Villa Park
while Bradford are at home to
Coventry.

FIXTURES (kick-offs 1500

GMT unless stated):

Saturday: Aston Villa v
Bradford w

Utd v Leicester,

atford
Sunday: Chelsea v West Ham
Newcastle v

Juventus’ Dutch midfielder Edgar Davids (L) is in full control while Levski Suﬁﬂ’a Zﬂ!]ﬂﬁn
Sikarov chases him during their UEFA Cup second round second leg fixture in Turin on

November 4.

— AFP photo



