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CDRB Seminar: Centre for Development Research,
Bangladesh (CDRB) has organised a seminar on ‘Generating
Academic Interest about Bangladesh: The Role of the American
Institute of Bangladesh Studies'. Keynotc paper. Dr Syedur
Rahman. President, AIBS and coordinator of Hubert H Humphray
m at Penn State University, USA. Venue: WVA auditorium.

d No: 27 (Old). Dhanmondi. Time: 4:30 pm.

Art furniture show: A two-week long art furniture and
pottery lamps. exhibition by Arham-ul Haq Chowdhury will begin.
Venue: Aranya, 60, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Time: 10 am.
The exhibition will remain open from 10 am to 8 pm daily till
November 19.

Clinical meet: zu Sikder Cardiac Care and Research
Centre has organised a clinical mcttlnﬁ on 'Stable Angina'.
Keynote speaker: Dr Mutassimul Karim, MBBS, [ Card. Venue:
Conference Hall of ZH Sikder Cardiac Care and Research Centre.
Monica Estate, West Dhanmondi. Time: 8 am.

Doctors' meet: community Care Hospital has organised a
meeting to exchange views with doctors educated in the Soviet
Union/Russia, Venue: Community Care Hospital Training Centre,

109 DIT Road, Malibagh. Time: 3

pm.

Sﬂmillﬂl': Meghnad Shaha Science Information Centre and
Literary will hold a seminar on 'Antarctica Continent' to create
interest about science among students and general people. Keynote

speaker: Inam Al Ha
Road. Plassy Crossing,

. Venue: FREPD auditorium. Sonargaon
U. Time: 4 pm.

Receptiﬁn: ‘BADC Agriculturists' Association will accord a

reception to Abdul Mannan |,

Institution, Bangladesh for his

Bangladesh Agriculture Develo
auditorium. Time: 10 am.

Discussion meet: colonel Taher s
a discussion meeting or Military coup in Pa

Democracy
Ajo
will take

Secretary General of Agriculturists’
contribution to reconstruct the
pment Corporation. venue: BARC

sad has organised
istan: A threat to

in the Sub-continent.” Hassanul Haq Inu, ABM Musa,
Roy. Prof Syed Monjurul Islam and Raoshan Jahan Sathi
rt in the discussion. Venue: Shaheed Dr Milon Square,
TSC Road Island. DU. Time: 4 pm.

Reunion: Mahanagar Sarbajanin Fuf|a Committee has

organised a ‘Bijoya Sammalon’ (Reunion). Chie
and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Abdul Matin
‘Konjush' will be staged. Venue:

Lokonattya Dal production

guest: Law, Justice
Khasru. A

Dhakeshwari National Temple's Fair Ground. Time: 4 pm.

Lecture: The Munshi Aftabuddin and Abdul Hafiz Trust Fund
Leclure'99 will be held. Prof Kulsum Abul Bashar Majumder of De-

partment of Urdu and Persian in

the lecture on

Dhaka University will deliver

"Persian Books Translated into Bengali.” Venue:
Seminar Room of Asiatic Society of Bangladesh. Time: ?

----------
-------------------
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Dry weather likely

Weather may remain mainly dry over the
hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
remain nearly unchanged across the

Night temperature may
country during the period, acco

country in next 12

to Met Office.

The country’'s highest temperature 33.0 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and Jessore and the lowest 20.8

degrees at Satkhira.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.17 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6.08 am,
Max...:oom and minimum temperatures aiid humidity recorded
in some major cities and town yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 322 21.9 61 64
Chittagong 32.5 23.5 90 85
Rajshahi 31.0 222 79 96
Khulna 32.0 234 80 83
Barisal 32.2 23.5 80 -
Sylhet 32.5 21.4 66 77
Cox's Bazar 33.0 244 80 80

GBA

By Staff Correspondent

- Graduate Biochemist Asso-
ciation (GBA), Bangladesh yes-
terday organised a symposium
on "Biochemistry as a profes-
sion in Bangladesh” and its an-
nual general meeting at BIR-
DEM auditorium.

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Dr M
Amanullah was the chief guest
at the ceremony while Dr M A
Kadri, Vice Chancellor of
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-
sity. attended the programme as
a special guest.

Speakers in the symposium
underscored the role and need
of biochemist in pharmaceuti-
cal industry and diagnostic cen-
ires.

A 15-member new executive
committee of GB was later
lormed at the AGM.

Nat'l Assoc of

Unesco clubs

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday expressed the hope that
UNESCO would continue iis
commendable role in invigorat-
ing the essence of world peace,
reports UNB.

National Association of
UNESCO Clubs in Bangladesh
organised the meetin% on the
occasion of the 53rd founding
anniversary of UNESCO.

Prof Mohammad Shamsul
Haque, Mir Ramjan Ali,
Advocate MG Kibria Mukul and
Mohammad Sharif, among
others. addressed the meeting
held with association Sec
General Mahbubuddin

Chowdhury in the chair.

They also congratulated
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
o1l her winning the UNESCO
Peace Award and said it had en-
lightened the country's image
abroad.

They also stressed the need
for bolstering relations between
Bangladesh and UNESCO, said
a press release,

CESTI

A seminar on "Management
of Managerjal Staff in the Civil
Service,” organised by Centre
for Scientific & Technological
Information (CESTI) of
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
was held yesterday. says a press
release,

Philip Mal%ras and Lionel
Chaty. consultants in public
sector, IDRH. France spoke at
the seminar.

The two French experts
spoke on management of top
level managerial staff in pri-
vale corporations, current
transformations in civil ser-
vices in Europe, observations
and problems encountered in
the management of top level
managerial staff in the ce
Civil Service, and paths for

pru_ﬁ_:ss.
seminar was attended b
professionals from Bangladesﬁ
Public Administration Train-
ing Centre (BPATC). Public
Administration Reform Co-
mmission (PARC), Bangladesh
Public Service Commission,
DESA. Ban%adesh Railway
Ministries, angladesh Tea
Board, Rajuk BRDB, BTMC. and
other organisations.

Anniversary of
death of Maj Gen

Khaled Mosharraf
tomorrow

The 24th death anntversar{'
of Shaheed Major Genera
Khaled Musharra]]. Bir Uttam.
Commander of Sector 2 during
the War of Liberation. will be
observed on November 7. re-
ports BSS.

On this day in 1975, Khaled
Mosharral was killed by some
miscreants.

A milad mahfil will be held
tomorrow at 11 am at his Gul-
shan residence (House-20.
Road-56. Gulshan-2 A).

Waj, doa mahfil
November 9

A grand waj and doa mahfil
on the occasion of the 9th death
anniversary of Syed Golam
Sarwar Miah will held on
Syed Bari of Chatkhil under
Noakhali district, reports BSS.

FPeerjada Hazrat Maulana
Abu Ashrafl will attend the oc-
casion as the chief guest while
eminent Islamic thinkers will
take part in the waj. Alhaj
Hazrat Maulana Abu Noman
Mohammad Abdul Hai of
Chatkhil will preside.

Indian cyclone
death toll rises
to 1,361

NEW DELHI. Nov 5 : Indian
officials today said the death
toll in last week's devastating
cyclone in the eastern state of
Orissa had risen to 1.361. re-
ports AFP.

Estimates of a final figure,
however, have been put as high
as 10,000.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Friday toured some
of the devastated areas of Orissa .

for a first hand assessment of
the situation, officials said.

An official communique said
the cyclone had affected over 12
million people, inundated about
323,000 hectares (797,81
of farmland and killed some
25.000 cattle.

It said 276,000 homes had
collapsed or were damaged
along with 600 government
buildings and 1.200 school
buildings. There were
widespread breaches on several
roads and highways.

In the badly-hit district of
Balasore, there were reports of
diarrhoea in almost _every
household, the statement said.

Officials said about 16.000
tonnes of food sup-
plies were being sent to Orissa.

CHITTAGONG. Nov 5: The
gradual increase in the number
of AIDS patient in Bangladesh
might put the country at the
risk of facing an epidemic of the
deadly disease if remedial and
preventive measures are not
taken and enforced strictly.

A total of 126 ple {iﬂng
with HIV/AIDS EP?.OHA] have
been reported in the country
till. Of them, 104 are males and
22 females. The number of
PLHA was 106 in 1998, whereas
it was 76 in 1996, Professor
Mohammad Nazrul Islam, Head
of the Department of Virology,
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-
sity, told BSS on Wednesday.

Of the infected persons, six,
including a foreign national.
died of the killer disease, Prof.
Islam said, adding that five
more HIV/AIDS infected pa-
tients are undergoing treat-
ment.

The division-wise break-up
of HIV/AIDS-patients are: Syl-
het-32, Chitta%ung-ﬂﬂ. Dhaka-
27. Khulna-5, Rajshahi-2,
Barisal-2. and foreigners-6 (of
Myanmar, Thailand, Korea and
’:‘-Pain} while 24 are in other
places.

According to WHO, 70 to BO
per cent transmission of HIV
positive cases are due to the
hiFh rate of prevalence of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
(STDs). STD is spreading in
Bangladesh, experts said.

However, WHO estimates
that the cumulative number of
HIV/AIDS cases in Bangladesh
is actually higher than these
figures.

The first HIV/AIDS patient
in Bangladesh was detected in

1990 and he died the same year
of persistent diarrheoa, He was
a seafarer. His wife was also
tested positive for HIV anti-
body, but fortunately his two
children tested negative.

It was 1981 when AIDS
rocked the world with the news
that. American film star Rock
Hudson was infected with a
virus of HIV, the causative agent
for the AIDS.

No cure is yet known and no
vaccine is available for AIDS,
According to UNAIDS. a joint
United Nations Programme on

HIV/AIDS, around 16.000 indi-
viduals were globally infected
with HIV every day in 1998.
Many people with HIV or
AIDS have no access to medica-
tion. even to relieve their pain
and sufferings, more than 12
million adults and children

‘have already lost their lives due

to this disease worldwide.

According to UNAIDS esti-
mation, adults and children
infected with HIV/AIDS as of
end of 1998 in Sub-Saharan
Africa are 22.5 million while
the same in South East Asia is
6.7 million, which is the second
largest affected area in the
world.

India, where more than four
million people have already
been infected with HIV/AIDS,
has the largest number of in-
fected individual in any single
country in the world.

Bangladesh. being a neigh-
bour to India and bordered by
others, HIV-infected countries
as well as its proximity to the
Golden Triangle, is at serious
risk from HIV/AIDS. experts
observed.

These neighboring coun-
tries, like Thailand, Myanmar,
India, and Combodia constitute
the Asian epicentre for
HIV/AIDS epidemic, WHO ex-
perts observed.

The experts of the national
AIDS committee of Bangladesh,
in their survey, revealed that
there are approximately one
and a half IaEh commercial sex
workers in Bangladesh, most of
whom are illiterate and di-
vorced. The clients of those sex
workers are usually business-
men, students, rickshawpullers,
truck drivers and foreigners.

Around 74,000 workers mi-

rate out every year from

angladesh, 50 per cent of all
youth Bangladesh have pre-
marital sex while on an average
10,000 tourists from foreign
countries visit the country each
year. These are the possible
modes of entry and spread of
HIV in Bangladesh, experts
said.

The principal investigator of
the programme for National
Sentinel Surveillance for HIV
and Syphilis, Prof. Nazrul Is-

s NEWS
Country at impending
risk of HIV/IAID

lam, quoted the st as of the
end of 1998, and said that 20.71
?er cent STDs patients were
ound syphilis, positive in
Chittagong. 19 per cent in
Dhaka, 12.34 per cent in Sylhet
and 4.74 per cent in Rajshahi.

Among the STD patients. the
floating sex workers are the
highest infected with syphilis

sitive which is 56.86 per cent,
ollowed by 48.52 per cent
among brothel-based sex work-
ers, 1 r cent among profes-
sional blood donors [BPD).
STDs due to men's sex with men
(MSM) or homosexuals are also
on the increase, it was said.

In another survey of sero-
prevalence and knowledge, atti-
tude and practice (KAP), about
AIDS and STDs among long dis-
tance truck drivers (L ), first
of its type in the country in Au-
Emt 1997 by Dr Pravat Chandra

arua, Associate Professor and
Head of the Department of Epi-
demiology, Child and Mother
Health Institute Matuail.
Dhaka, found that the majority
of the LDTD, 87 per cent did not
know that the use of condoms
during the sexual activities
could prevent the transmission
of and acquisition of AIDS and
STDs.

The study. which also aimed
at examining the relationship
between seropositivity and so-
cio-demographic characteris-
tics of LDTDs revealed that 75
per cent of the respondents do
not know that the sexual inter-
course with multiple partners
could be a cause of AIDS/STDs.

Barua Foiﬂlt‘d out that the
low level of knowledge, the high
risk sexual behaviors and lack
of usage of condoms together
with the high prevalence of
s nilis among LDTDs in the
ceoiry are at the risk of HIV
epidemic in near future.

[nfection has already started
moving from core le to the
general population. The time

etween infection with HIV and
development of the serious ill-
ness that defines AIDS is
around eight years and most pa-
tients do not survive much
more than two years after the
onset of the AIDS, the UNAIDS
reports observed.

Congratulations

Sheikh Md Mizanur
Rahman has stood First Class
First in the Bsec (Hons) in
Computer Science under
National University 1997 exam
held in 1999, says a press re-
lease.

He is the son of Md Mosad
Ali Sheikh of village Durgapur
of Kumarkhali thana in
Kushtia.

Mizanur wants to go abroad
to pursue higher. studies in
Conmputer Science.
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The Department of Botany,
Institute of Life Science of
Jahangimagar University has
conferred Phd degree upon
Ruhul Quddus. says a press re-
lease.

Ruhul was awarded the PhD
for his thesis on' Integrated
Pest Management Approaches
in Lical Variety of .Rice’.

He is the son of Alhaj Nurul
Huda and Amina Begum of
Eidgah residential area of
Dianajpur. At present he is
working as the Regional
Business Manager of Novartis
Crop Protection Region Asia-
Pacific and Hong Kong.

- .... b ot '.'.: .... " - .

The Bangla Department of
Dhaka University has con-
ferred PhD degree on M Zaman
Khan.

He was awarded the PhD for
his thesis titled “Bangalee
Muslim Psyche of the First Half
of Twenty Century and Literary
Works of S W Ali".

He is the son of M Amir Ali
and Monowara Begum of
M ;
man is an Assistant Pro-

fessor of Bengali Department of
Dhaka College.

Air Force Chief Air Vice-Marshal Jamal Uddin Ahmed

handing over the Inter-base Flight Safety Trophy for the
year 1998 to BAF Base Zahurul Hajue at the Command
Safety Seminar of the Bangladesh Air Force at the airforce
headquarters at Dhaka Cantonment on Thursday.

—ISPR photo

Sharif may face defaulting on

loans, tax evasion charges’.

LONDON. Nov 5 : Pakistan's
ousted Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil could face charges for
lax evasion and defaulting on
loans, the nation's new mili-
tary ruler said today, reports
AFP,

In an interview with BBC
television, General Pervez
Musharraf also said his drive
against corruption may need to
target some people in the army,
whom he said are "of the same
stock.”

He has already set a deadline
of November 17 for “corrupt”
individuals to repay loans or
lace arrest.

Sharif has been under house
arrest since the military coup
on October 12, and Musharraf
agreed it was time to make a
decision on his future,

"The legal process is on." he
added. "l do understand it's tak-
ing a little bit of time because
the issue is very complex.”

November 17 "is the t t on
one of the issues that he surely
is involved in, and that is loan
defaulting or {income tax
evasion ... these charges will
shortly be there."

Asked if that meant that
Sharif would be charged with
loan defaulting and tax eva-
sion. he added: "Surely he is in-
volved in these things.”

Musharraf said that he
would take action against "the
selected top cream” of a list be-
ing compiled in readiness for
November 17.

"We (will) initiate formal
inquiries and maybe put them
in custody ... we do not want
Lhem to escape at all, so there-
fore if we think anyone will
leave the country we will have
to do something about it."

The general said the army
would also be held accountable
as it was part of the same drive
against corruption.

Russian army commander
threatens to resign if Kremlin
opens talks with Chechens

MOSCOW, Nov 5 : Russian
army. commanders have threat-
ened to resign if the Kremlin
opens up negotiations with
Egmchen Ef:adf:rs to end the vio-
lence in the breakaway repub-
lic, the daily Moskovsky Kom-.
somolets reported today, quot-
ing sources close to the presi-
dency, reports AFP.

So loud was the generals'
protest against the US-urged
negotiations that it prompted

President Boris Yeltsin to
abruptly cut short his Black Sea
holiday on Wednesday and re-
turn to Moscow, the sources
said.

"Army chief of staff Anatoly
Kvashnin is ready to step down
and he's not t¥1e only one.
There's also a long list of gener-
als who are fighting on the
ground in Chechnya," the paper
reported.

But Army uty Chief of
Staff Valery hlggflilgv denied
Friday a rift between the Krem-
lin and the military on whether
to step u tll'llt military cam-
paign in Chechnya.

"Everything that has been
written about a possible resig-
nation of Kvashnin and these
so-called differences between
the political leadership and the
military is a lie, libel and disin-
formation," Manilov told a
news conference.

The Kremlin's head of ad-
ministration Viadimir
Voloshin and his deputy Sergei
Prikhodko, worried about the
"negative image of Russia in the
West" provoked the stand-off
when they told the military of-
ficials they had to prepare for
the opening of dialogue between
the Kremlin and Chechen Pres-
ident Aslan Maskhadov.

An incensed Kvashnin is -
reported toc have telephoned
Yeltsin, relaxing in Black Sea
resort of Sochi, asking him to
"disavow what his staff said
and threatened ludrcsign.“ the

S sources said.
pap?i’r;f:ltsin was so “"shocked by
the revolt of the military over
Chechnya that he reassured
them that operations were con-
tinuing and gave them to under-
stand he was not behind the or-
ders” of his administrative
staff, the daily said.

Omne of Russia’‘s top military
officials in Chechnya, Vladimir
Shamanov, earlier in the week
warned against "possible med-
dling: by politicians in the mili-
tary operations” in Chechnya,
in an interview in the daily
Nezavisimaya Gazeta.

"Many officers, including
some generals, are ready to re-
sign il military operations are
stopped” in Chechnya,
Shamanov said in the interview
published Wednesday.

Indian navy
ships leave
Ctg Port

The visiting Indian Naval
Ships left the Chittagong port
vesterday after a four-day
goodwill visit, reports BSS.

Indian Rear Admiral Veng-
cot Tarathon called on Mayor
of Chittagong ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury during the visit.

He also called on Com-
modore Commanding, Chit-
tagong AKM Azad and Com-
modore commanding BN Flotia
Commodore MK Azad.

The officers and sailors of
the India Navy visited the
Naval Academy, a Naval Base
and Sitakunda.

The Indian Navy ships also
took part in a joint Naval exer-
cise with Bangladesh Navy.

Japanese author
wins French
Femina prize

PARIS. Nov 5 : Japanese au-
thor Hitonari Tsuji was
awarded one of France's top lit-
erary prizes, the Prix Femina,
today for his novel entitled
“The White Buddha.“reports
AFP.

Tsuji, 40, a native of Tokyo,
said after the announcement at
the upscale Hotel Crillon that
he was delighted with the prize
and at having so many readers
in France,

The book is the first by the
author to be translated into a
foreign language.

Tsuji. who Is known in
Japan for his writings as well
as his talents as a rock singer,
said his story line was inspired
by his grandfather. a gunsmith
who built a white Buddha on the
island of Ono.

The novel is about a }rnunﬁ
boy. Minoru, who is separate
frommn his first love named
Otowa. Years later, Minoru, by
then a famous gunsmith and
married with six children, still
cannot forget Otowa.

Although the Prix Femina
does not carry any monetary
reward, it guarantees winners
i.hrill make it onto the best-seller
ist. .

Asian Art

e From page |
and artists of divergent cul-
lures.” he said.

Since 1981, Dhaka has been
the host of this splendid art
exhibition that so far brought a
good number of leading artists
and painters of different coun-
lries, promoting peace and
harmony as well as poodwill
and cooperation among the
peoples of Asia-Pacific and
Africa.

Quader said the exhibition
will simultaneously take place
at the galleries of Shilpakala
Academy. National Museum.
Osmany Memorial Hall and
Shishu Aead auditoriums
in the city. In all, 630 works of
328 artists and painters includ-
ing 205 art pieces of 168
Bangladeshi artists will be on
display. he said.

The Alrican artists are par-
ticipating in the Asian Art
Biennale for the first time this
year. while it was limited to
only Asia-Pacific countries till
the last exhibition.

Cancer hospital

From page 1

for pmturinF the drugs. buts
CMSD could not utilise the
money for reasons best known
10 them."

Tele-therapy radiation ex-
pert Dr Quamruzzaman said.
"We treated over 5,000 referred
cancer patients last year. The
only treatment available now
at the hospital is high dose
brachy therapy radiation
[two)."

Radiation oncologist at the
hospital Dr Sk Golam Mostafa.
who is also responsible for
drawing and disbursing drugs,
said, "There is no end to woes.
We get many patients who need
the drugs. but we are helpless."

Chemotherapy injections
and capsules are usually im-
ported from The Netherlands.
Scouth Korea. Germany and
Japan. Prices of the drugs
ranges from Tk 300 to 'ﬁ(
11,000 a vial.

Dr Quamruzzaman said.
"“CMSD had Iloated tender last
year for a second tele-therapy
cobalt machine. but it was sus-
pended for reasons not known."

NATO delays
Bosnia troop

reduction

BRUSSELS, Nov 5 : NATO is
to delay a planned reduction of
its 31,000-strong Stabilisation
Force (SFOR) in Bosnia until af-
ter municipal elections next
April. NATO sources said today,
reports AFP,

F®ars that violence between
Bosnia's Muslim. Serb and
Croat communities might flare
up at polling time lie behind the
decision. according to the
SOUrces.

"Local authorities in SFOR
areas are always wary of ten-
sions among the population
during election periods.” a mili-
tary source told AFP in Brus-
sels. where the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization is based.

"To remove 10.000 troops in
one sweep is not an easy thing
to do. It would upset the
cohesion ol the peace lorce.”

Municipal elections are
scheduled for April 8, and pre-
vious polls have been periods of
heightened security.

SFOR. a multinational force

led by NATO, dﬂplumd 1
Bosnia-Herzegovina at the en

of 1995 with 60,000 troops as

of the Dayton peace accords
that halted the 1992-95 war in
the former Yugoslav republic.

Over the years its numbers
were gradually halved, and at a
meeting in Toronto in Septem-
ber, NATO defence ministers
considered a further cut in
forces over the coming winter
months to 19,000 men and
WOITIEN.
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Clock ticks for global
warming negotiators

~ BONN. Nov 5 : Countries that
signed up to the Kyoto Protocol
on global warming today left
themselves a year to turn their
ambitious pact into a workable
deal or see it condemned as a
wastelful exercise in hot air.
reports AFP. ’

The 11-day marathon of 166
signatories to the UN accord
included three days of talks
among environment ministers.
who pledged a renewed political
commitment to the process they
launched two years :

Although thorny technical
ﬂu::aunns remained ungrasped,
elegates spoke optimistically
ol a fresh spirit that had ended
two years of frustrating debate.

“We have made significant
progress across the full spec-
trum,” said US Under Secretary
of State for Global Affairs
Frank Loy. "Here, we began the
hard substantive job of actuall
assembling the very nuts ancf
bolts.”

A final decision-making
imeeting on the Protocol's ma-
chinery is due to take place in
The Hague from November 13-
24 2000.

But real bargaining time will
be much shorter, given the US
presidential and Congressional
elections -- a political icefield
that American negotiators must
traverse delicately in the face of
conservative pressures.

And the issues are fiendishly
complicated. many of them
involve untested ideas and all

are a potential arena for
conflict.
The biggest problems include

these. according to Greenpeace's
political director for climate

+ policy, Bill Hare:

-~ setting up an innovative
system to trade emissions of
atmosphere-warming carbon
gases among industrialised
countries. The market will only
succeed if there is transparency,
accurate data and effective
monitoring, which raises
doubts as far as semi-lawless
Russia is concerned.

-- whether polluters should
get “credits” for planting forests
or using nuclear energy. Scien-
lists are unsure about the use-
fulness of planting trees to hel
soak up airborne carbon, an
nuclear power remains unpopu-
lar in many European coun-
tries.

-- how or even whether to
unish countries that cheat or
ail to comply with the agree-

ment.

Finnish Environment
Minister Satu Hassi, whose
country is current chair of the
European Union (EU), said "I
think we are going in the right
direction... [(but) the technical
complexity of this exercise is
really huge."

Progress has been slowed
friction between the US and E
over the role of government
intervention in environment
problems. and by blocking tac-
tics from some oil producers,
worried about energy conserva-
tion.

Kyoto is a cornerstone of the
F!ubat environment initiative
aunched at the Earth Summit
in Rio in 1992,

The president of the confer-
ence, Jan Szyzsko. said coun-
Lries were "on a good course for
finalising the many rules and
mechanisms required for mak-
ing the Protocol operational.”

Two rounds of talks amun%
subsidiary groups will be hel
before The Hague -- from‘June
12-16 and September 11-15.
preceded by a week of informal
meetings and workshops. .

It commits industrialised
countries to reducing emissions
of carbon dioxide and other
"greenhouse” gases by five per-
cent in 2008-2012 compared to
their output in 1990.

Kyoto has been signed by 84
countries. But it will only be-
come international law when at
least 55 countries, including
develo countries accounting
for at least 55 percent of emis-

sions, based on 1990 levels,
have ratified it.

12 more killed in unabated-
violence in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Nov 5 :
Four Indian security troops and
four Muslim separatist rebels
were among 12 people killed in
continuing violence in the
troubled Indian state of Kash-
mir, police said today. reports
AFP.

They said two policemen and
a civilian died Friday and two
students were seriously injured
in the village of Wagura, 40 km
north of the state capital
Srinagar, when Muslim rebels
opened fire on a high school.
The policemen and the
civilian were overseeing annual
examinations in the school.
ployed in the school for security
reasons. and the rebels, wit-
nesses said. Students were ter-
rified during the half-hour
stand-off and were heard
shrieking inside the building.

In another attack, a border
guard was killed and two others
injured when Muslim sepa-
ratists ambushed a security pa-

trol near the town of Kunzar. 35
km north of Srinagar.

In separate acts of seces-
sionist violence, one police-
man, four militants and four

byoag ot p IS E'Iklt'ﬂ ‘[ﬂ"ﬂ”ﬁfrt-_flu_ Ly
gunbattle’ between troops. de-

civilians were killed across
Kashmir, police said.

More than 25,000 people
have died in violence linie to
the Muslim separatist drive in
the Himalayan state since 1989,

Armed rebels on Thursday
stormed a fortified military
garrison here and shot dead
seven soldiers including the
army's chief spokesman in a
stunning attack that has
shaken the military.

Swedish author
wins French
literary prize
PARIS, Nov 5 : Swedish
author Bjorn Larsson today was
awarded one of France's top lit-
érary awards, the Prix Medicis.
{ur his gﬂ?ﬁ[ entitled "The Cap-
ain and his D ?
vy reams”, reports
Larsson's other books in-
clude "Long John Silver” and
“Celtic Ring”. '
Although the Medicis prize
cloes not carry any major mone-
lary award, it guarantees that

winners make it onto the best -
seller list.

Ocalan calls on
PKK rebels to
return to Turkey

ANKARA, Nov 5 : Rebel
Kurdish leader Abdulah Ocalan
renewed his call today for
members of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK] to give up
their armed struggle and return
to Turkey, reports AFP.

"Everyone must return to his
birthplace The place to
resolve this conflict is on
Turkish soil” the imprisoned
leader said in a statement is-
sued by his lawyers. "l am call-
ing for a fight through demo-
cratic and political channels in
our mother country ... whatever
the consequences: death or im-
prisonment” he said.

He described as "symbolic”
the surrender of two PKK grqups
to the Turkish authorities say-
ing they demonstrated the will
for peace and renewed his call
for a full amnesty for PKK
members.

The groups, one of which was
from Irag and the second from
Austria, surrendered in October
and were imprisoned.

Ocalan was sentenced to
death for treason and sepa-
ratismm by a Turkish court at the
end of June.

The Court of Appeal is due to
rule on his fate November 25,

His calls for peace have been
rejected as "propaganda’” by the
Turkish army which says it is
determined to hunt down all
PKK members.

The PKK launched its armed
struggle for an independent
Kurdish state in the Kurd-
dominated south-west of Ana-
tolia in 1984,

Life sentence for
Serb war crimes
suspect sought

DUSSELDORF, Germany,
Nov 5 : The slate prosecutor
here today requested that a life
sentence be handed down to a
Serb war crimes suspect accused
of crimes against humanity for
his role in atrocities committed
in 1992 in Bosnia, reports AFP.

Maxim Sokolovic. a 59-year-
old retired miner living in
Germany since 1969, was a
"willing executor” of the Serb
policy of ethnic cleansing tar-
geting Muslims. said prosecutor
Ronald Georg.

Sokolovic is accused of
shooting a prisoner in the back
in May 1992 in his home fown
of Osmaci in northern Bosnia.

Barak pledges to
look into Rabin
murder

JERUSALEM. Nov 5 : Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
pledged today to try to clear up
any lingering questions over
the murder four years ago of his
mentor Yitzhak Rabin, amid
growing calls for a new probe,
reports AFP.

"l am certain that all these
questions will be examined and
clarified.” Barak told journal-
ists. although he said he had yet
o receive any requests to re-
open the investigation.

Rabin's family has raised
doubts over the official version
of the death of the Labour prime
minister, who was gunned down
by Jewish extremist Yigal Amir
on November 4, 1995,

[n @ magazine interview this
week. his daughter Dalia Rabin-
Pelossof said she was disturbed
by many unanswered
questions, particularly over the
actions of Shin Beth internal
security service agents en-
trusted with protecting Rabin
on the night of his assassina-
lion.

"What happened to the in-
stincts of the yguards? Why
did they not kill the assassin
there and then? How could it be
that they did not shoot at him?"
she asked.

Rabin-Pelossof said the
lamily was also puzzled by
shouts of "blanks, blanks”
heard by Rabin's widow Leah
Rabin after the shcts were fired.
Security officials also told her
mother as they sped her away
from the murder site that it was
an "exercise,” she said.

She also highlighted ap-
parent inconsistencies in medi-
cal reports by doctors who ex-

amined Rabin's body.

Madhuri
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ters and brother also live.

Normally marriage spells an
end to the movie career of an
Indian movie aciress.

Dixit began acting ir. Hindi
films in the 1980s. Her greatest
success was the 1995 tearjerker
‘Hum Apke Hain Kaun® which
broke all box-office records. .

Dixit was also then the most

highly * actress, command-
ing th iivalent of 214,000
dollar film.

She continues to be a leading

star, but has faced challenges to
her once-undisputed number

one status from a new breed of
actresses,



