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Trade Union Trouble

HE government's recent directive to the man-
T agement of the four nationalised commercial
banks not to allow trade union offices anywhere
other than their headquarters has, for obvious rea-
sons, given rise to intense debate on its implica-
tions. Although many would be inclined to misin-
terpret it &s an attempt at impingement on work-
ers’ [undamental rights, we see in it a pronounced
interition of clamping down on the unholy prac-
tices some unscrupulous labour leaders are engaged
in the name of trade unionism. Besides, conven-
tional law, according to a Bangla daily, actually
accommodates trade union offices at the head-
quarters only. Therefore, in legal considerations
as well, the government appears to be on the right
side of law.

Admttedly, the NCBs have over the years been
the Achilles’ tendon in the country’s beleaguered
financial sector. According to a recent report, clas-
sified loans at these banks currently stand at Tk
13,168.28 crore and are on the rise, and the CBA of-
ficials there are reported to have been playing a
key role behind that. Just the other day, one deputy
governor of Bangladesh Bank branded them as the
‘driving force’ of a strong mafia group that had en-
gineered an unbridled rise in classified loans of the
banks. Besides, trade union bigwigs are alleged to
have illegally occupied lands across the country.
that actually belong to the banks. On the whole,
they have created a parallel management, actually
calling the shots in matters related to administra-
tive reshuffle, loan disbursement, so on and so
forth.

Certainly, this is not what trade unionism
stands for. State-owned establishments in the fi-
nancial as well as the industrial sectors have suf-
fcred for trade unionism gone awry. Once prof-
italle industrial units — Adamjee Jute Mills Lim-
ited, to name an obvious one — have turned into
smothering burdens on the state. So have been the
case with the NCBs. We welcome the finance min-
istry's directive but, at the same time, would urge it
not to overplay as to impinge upon the rights of the

Bomb Scare

LYeeS.

~ HE recovery at the Benapole border of 5 tons of
r—[ sulpher which can be used to make explosives
has added to the bomb scare that has gripped our
«n. In recent times bomb scare has frightened
ule citizens of Dhaka city in particular and those
ol some outlying district towns in general. A
r-mber of bombs have been recovered from places
tiiat include newspaper office, mosques, high-rise
building premises. Since the fateful day at Khulna
‘hmadiya Jamaat mosque in which a number of
 brople died from a bomb blast, various kinds and
| (vpes of bombs havé beet recovered from different
places. There were some bomb hoaxes from

anonymous calls as well. .
With our background of politics of confronta-
fion and intimidation, people are more or less ac-
quainted with homemade crackers of various sizes

+nd capacities that were liberally used before, dur-
ing and after hartals.

These bombs or crackers, whatever they are
called, have taken their toll in human lives and
limbs. Many are still reeling under the effects of
blasts they have been casualties of. Neither the so-
ciety nor the government take responsibility for
the maintenance of these unfortunate victims.

Why should there be any bomb scare in the first
place? How this thing has started happening? Who
are behind all these? The haul at Benapole
indicates that explosives or materials to make
them with are being smuggled fron: 'ndi> There
are so many pertinent questions to ask and nnd
answers to. We suggest there should be a thorough
investigation into the real causes of this spurt in
bomb-planting incidents. The investigation must
be conducted by capable officers of the DFI, NSI.
Special Branch of the police and the like. There
has been a lot of speculation about the newest scare
in the country and people have a right to know the
exact magnitude of the problem and what remedial
measures are being taken by the home ministry to
mitigate it in the interest of public safety and
national good.

The situation must not be taken lightly because
some of the devices have turmed out to be sophisti-

cated pointing the finger at dubious origins of var-
iegated descriptions.

© T&Ts Sincerity

HERE'S no recess in the irregularities

committed by the T&T department. Rather
than alleviating the subscribers' inconvenience,
the agency has been only adding to it. Telephone
subscribers in the city having digital connections
are experiencing a nightmare in the over-billing
even though their telephones might have been non-
functional. As newspaper reports say, digital
clients are receiving colossal bills on their
telephones as a result 6f connections being taken
out and given away unauthorisedly to people who
bribed wayward T&T employees.

Questions loom large: has there been any at-
tempt to identify those who are playing around
with the ‘fail-safe’ digital connections? What
Stops people at the helm from taking legal
measures against those corrupt employees? And
finally, when will the T&T — supposed to be a
server and not a burden on service users — be ready
to correct the wrongs on its side? It's sheer irony
that while the world will shortly enter the info
tech 21st Century, we in Bangladesh are wrestling
with our telephone sets! We, the seemingly
responsible, deprive our people of bare necessities
with no regrets at all. To us, a problem is never
“our problem”.

Corruption leads to poor administration, re-
tards the development process, and adversely af-
fects the public delivery system leading to en-
hanced hardships over all. We urge the ministry of
telecommunications to take up the matter with all
l—smcerity and do something about the mockery be-

ting made of any bit of modernity we attain. |

days back. 1 had the op-
portunity to attend the
inaugural ceremony of a
private bank. As the audience
was informed by one of the
learned speakers, that was the
44th bank in the country. The
number of banks operating in
Bangladesh (44, as they said)
amazed me for a white. As | can
understand, banks (especially
local ones) are not generally in
the good book of the public —
with all sorts of financial
crines under the roof — and the
burgeoning number would put
many questions to ponder on.
For example, where do the
deposits come from? Is it
distribution of deposits or
creation of new deposits? [s not
the growing number related to
the growth of business and
trade? If business is down in the
country — as critics would argue
— why then banks are up? So on
so forth,
At the outset, we would like
to argue that, a priori, opening
up of more banks in the private

sector is a good — if not all that
%reen — sign for the economy.
redit is like a commodity

bought and sold in the market
and a competitive market is
likely to ensure efficiency and
fair price. Historically,
Nationalized Commercial
Banks (NCBs) had been at the
forefront of our finance. The
poorly performing NCBs, caus-
ing a cro out effect on pri-
vate credit demand, urgently
called for a competitive envi-
ronment in the financial mar-
ket. The specialized institu-
tions that were created to offer
term lendings for industrial in-
vestment also failed to deliver
the output.

It is true that the perfor-
mance of the NCBs should not

Why Banks Bleed?

Statistics show that state-owned loss-making units are the largest loan defaulters. The pertinent
question to be asked is whether NCBs could be saved without sacrificing loss-making state
enterprises? The NCBs would continue to bleed so long they have to provide money to these

"sick" units. The question of privatization is therefore paramount.

be compared with those of pri-
vate banks just on the basis of
profit and loss estimates. There
are many functions which
NCBs are forced to perform
while private banks hardly step
into those activities on the
guestion of commercial viabil-
ity. For example, credit to agri-
culture, handloom sectors,
credit to social sectors — all
agenda of government — are
carried out by the NCBs. Added
to this is growing government
borrowing to finance ailing or
loss-making state enterprises.
All these operations forced
upon the NCBs tend to shelve
commercial concerns. The
NCBs in Bangladesh would
therefore continue to incur loss
— as if they are born to make
losses.

Despite these factors, the
performance of NCBs could
possibly be much better but for
the following reasons: (a) polit-
ical influence and high-handi-
ness; (b) a corrupt management
and (c) involvement of a class of
dishonest bank personnel un-
der the umbrella of Trade
Union. The allegation is firmly
footed that successive regimes
never allowed autonomy to
these NCBs. These were treated
like other government depart-
ments seizing them of powers to
think independently and judi-

ciously. The military govern-
ments — who later entered into

politics — used bank loans as
one of the easiest source of
stealing political opponents.

Floodgates of bank loans were
opened where political alle-
giance mostly served as collat-
erals. There were, of course,
several incidents where NCBs
declined to provide credit to cer-
tain projects but "political
credit scheme" seemingly sub-
sided all economic considera-
tions. The elected governments
also did the same but far less
than that of the regimes who
ushered a reign of "state spon-
sored capitalism” in this coun-
try. For example, at the fag end

Enchanting slogans and de-
posit/disbursement of money
§° simultaneously inside the
CB premises. General public
get scared to go to NCBs and for-
eign and local private banks
appear as a comfortable resort.
When political considera-
tions tend to take the place of
economic arguments and ulti-
mately politics wins, the end
product could be severe loan
defaults. And that exactly hap-
ened. The Human
evelopment Report (1999)

Beneath the Surface |
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by Abdul Bayes
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“of the tenure of the last BNP

regime, huge amounts of bank
credit from NCBs were provided
and, allegedly, that caused some
cracks in the system. .

In the spree, some bank offi-
cials got up to take advantage.
Thf:‘{’( began to approve non-
bankable projects by taking
economic advantage from the
borrowers and by taking ad-
ministrative advantage from
their political masters. The sit-
uation grew so sour that even

etty clerks and peons — TU
eaders as they claimed them-
selves — decided the fate of the
top brasses of the banks.

shows that — only in public sec-
tor — the share of non-perform-
ing loans (NPL) is 37 per cent in
Bangladesh. This compares
with 29, 21 and 18 per cent in
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and India
respectively. If private sector
estimates could posted, the
share of NPL could be astound-
ingly high.

g.t{r\'a gilvate banks doing bet-
ter? The directors of the banks
drew heavily from their own
banks. Alleged unscrupulous at-
tempts by the sponsors are al-
most regular stories. The most

recent allegation is that few
banks are involved in "Hundi"

business thus hel huge for-
eign exchanges drain out
through unofficial channels.
The availability of that huge
sum could beef up our foreign
exchange reserves. The inva-
sion of a private bank by goons
and the inner crisis that the
private bank is faced with
simply unbecoming of a finan-
cial institutions. Given these

sad scenario prevailing in the
arena of NCBs and private
banks, the foreign banks are

booming in business. But for-
E:l(gn banks hardly help growth
of industries (that require term
lending) nor they provide credit
to social sectors.

So, neither NCBs nor local
private banks seem to bear good
records, why? It is presumably
because there had been no rules
of business — or had there been
s0, no application of those rules
in true spirit. We must admit
that there had .been some im-

ts — and thanks to the

inance Minister for his
earnest endeavours. As we can
learn, the monitoring and au-
diting cell of the central bank
had - been strengthened,
Bankruptcy court been es-
tablished and a number of steps
had been taken to bring loan de-
faulters to task. Admittedly, it
is not only government's wishes
that matter most. the loopholes
in the existing rules and regula-
tions also constrain devel-
opment. This means, new set of
rules and regulations should be

in the offing.

Innovative ideas should
come up to catch up with the
mood. Could traditional collat-
erals like land and buildings
help banks? Only 10-15 cent
of the people can provide such
collaterals té avail of bank
credit. Can we not rely on in-
tegrity, intelligence and inno-

- vative ideas as sources of col-

laterals? Some banks seem to
be giving loans to meritorious
students. We think more inno-
vative ideas should be on board
to make banking system work
well.

We welcome a competitive
environment in banking circle.
But new banks should not be
created at the cost of the old
ones. For example, one should
not take, say, 300-400 mil-
lion from a bank (by using
power and politics) and then es-
tablish another bank.
Bangladesh Bank should be
more equipped to take note of
these malaise. Banks are the
backbones in economy. We only
hope that the backbones are
firm to finance our projects.
The private sector banlfs should
be strictly regulated, new laws
should be enacted to cope with
default culture. We know that
the process is on but we only
want to it up. Time is too
short to catch the train to 21st
century.

Loan Default? Statistics
show that state-owned loss-
making units are the largest
loan defaulters. The pertinent

uestion to be asked is whether

CBs could be saved without
sacrificing loss-making state
enterprises? The NCBs would
continue to bleed so long they
have to provide money to these
"sick" units. The question of
privatization is therefore

" paramount.

Rise of Anti-immigrant Parties in Europe: Does it Signal Anything?

T NDOUBTEDLY the
l \ mantra of the 90s is
globalisation. It has been
used to explain everything from
the fashion for wearing
baseball caps backward to the
decline of the welfare state. At
the extreme optimistic end of
the spectrum are those who see
globalisation as the IEEhnnlﬂEl—
cally inevitable product of the
Internet. One prelerred view is
that the Internet represents a
whole new civilisation compa-
rable to the earlier replacement
of agricultural civilisation by
industrial civilisation.

Oddly enough, while globali-
sation ol markel, capital and
technology is at work. cry for
protectionism in the form of
denying globalisation or
movement of labour appears to
be on the increase. While dereg-
ulating capital markets. domes-
tic economy. opening banking
and telecommunications to for-
eign lirms are on. movement of
labour {rom the developing
world Lo the industrialise
countries is a "no go" area! Day
by day not only the rules and
regulations of immigration
continue to be tighter in the in-
dustrialised counfries but also
the anti-immigrant political
parties are gaining strength.

Let us look at what is occur-
ring in Europe. On October 3,
the right-wing party in Austria,
the Freedom Party, won almost
a third of the votes in Austria’s
national election and emerged
as the second largest party in
the German-speaking republic,
Mr. Joerg Haider, the leader of
the Freedoin Party, is known
for his positive views about
Hiltler's economic policies. He
regularly is reported 1o make
disparaging remarks about
immigranis and frightens the
Austrians with the spectre of
his country to be a paradise of
wellare scroungers and riff-raff
people Irom other couniries.

In Norway in September. the
Progress Party, which accuses
inmulgranls and asylum seek-
ers ol destroying Norwegian so-
ciety with crime and drugs, won
50 many voles in the local elec-
tions that it became the third
largest in the country. The
Norwegian Supreme Court have
upset the discrimination laws
with a ruling that private land-
lords can advertise apartments
with phrases like "no foreign-
ers” or "Europeans only”,

Last month, Switzerland's
anti-iimigration party, Swiss
People's Party, became the sec-
ond largest party in the coun-
iry's parliament upsetting the

broad centrist coalition which
has ruled the country for 40
years. The People’s Party won

large number of voles even in

by Harun ur Rashid

It appears that the support of the anti-immigrant parties in Europe is a cyclical phenomenon. The
anti-immigrant parties realise that their popularity is ephemeral and in today’s world
they cannot survive and are doomed to fail.

the French-speaking cantons of
the country. Party leader
Christoph Blocher d}émanded
redistribution of cabinet seats
to acknowledge his party's suc-
CESS.

In Czech Republic, the gyp-
sies suffer from discrimination
in the society. For instance, the

municipal authorities in the -

Czech city of Ustinad Labem,

despite the protests from the
gypsies, are reported to be erect-
ing a wall of two metres down
the middle of a street Lo sepa-

rate the apartment building in-

habited by Czechs on one side of
the street from the buildings
inhabited by the gypsies who
are also Czech nationals.

«Do we see the rise and sup-
port of the anti-iminigrant par-
tes as a resurgence of racism or
fascism in Europe ? The an-
swer, I would argue, is: No.
Racism has a definite world
view that has been often
masked through aliiance with
nationalism. although na-
tionalism itself does not have
to be rooted in racism. Racism
is whereby social groups cate-
gorise other groups as different
or inferior on the basis of phe-
notypical characteristics, cul-
tural markers or origins..
Racism thrives on the existence
of the other as enernies or infe-
rior. The extreme form of
racism was found in Hitler's
Germany and apartheid South
Africa,

Fascism is based on differ-
ences of people, The fascists
cherish the vision of a New Man
who is to create a new order
cleansed of all impurities.
Italy's fascist leader Mussolini
believed in the restoration of a
pseudo-historical Roman em-
pire in Italy. The building of the
new order is a task which justi-
fies all the sacrifices and bru-
lalities perpetrated on other
human beings.

It appears that the anti-im-
migrant parties or leaders do
not openly espouse the views as
those expressed in racism or
fascism. The question is: why
do the anti-immigrant parties
gain support? The reasons are
not far to seek.

There is a view that globali-
sation of markets and informa-
tion technology leaves .the
r:nuntrly-penpl: marginalised.
They feel isolated from the
change occurring in the infor-
mation age. The opening of for-
€ign goods in the market under
the terms of World Trade Organ-
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DUCSU election

Sir, Dhaka University Cen-
tral Students Union (DUCSU) is
known as the mini parliament
of Bangladesh. After founding
the university the then scholars
and authority of the institution
felt the need for a uniwn for the
students. Most of the tiine after
independence DUCSU election
has n irregular. And the last
decade of the century was the
worst. This is very sad for the
university and the students. We
want DUCSU election and a
fresh leadership soon.

Ajonik Akand
Department of English
University of Dhaka

Discriminatory?

Sir. The government., em-
ploying its collective wisdom,
drove away the residents from
Tanbazar, and came under HR
criticism. The question may be
posed why it is not driving out
the unlicensed drivers and ve-
hicles from over-crowded
Dhaka t:'itg.e

If this be done. immediately
the traffic congestion would
ease, and the remaining rick-
shaw operators would earn
more daily wages. Secrecy about
political will is not transpar-_
ent. democratic governance.

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

Fafidabad and
Gandaria roads in
bad shape

Sir. Faridabad and Gandaria
is a well-known residential
area ol old Dhaka. About 7-8
lakh people live in this locality,
Bul nowadays most of the roads
ol this locality are in very bad
shape — especially Hari Charan
Roy Road. K B Road, Karimullah
bagh 1 G Gate, Dinanath Sen
Road. Distillery Road. Dhalka-
nagar Lane and Nabin Chandra
Goswami Road are in very bad
condition. As a resull, people
Iivinﬁ here have been suffering
much for want of modern com-
munication facilities. Due to
the worsening condition of the
roads the area is lagging behind
in the fields of trade, commerce.
education and agriculture and
the people of this area have no
opportunity to enjoy the facili-
ties ol a city. Moreover, the
roads have developed potholes
and cracked.

We urge the authorities con-
cerned to take steps for repair of
the roads.

Mahbubuddin Chowdhu
17. Hari Charan Roy Rm:l])
Faridabad. Dhaka-1204

isation has adversely affected
the rural business. They per-
ceive that their sufferings be-
cause of the competition from a
global economy. economic ra-
tionalisation and ltchnﬂlu?
are being ignored by the tradi-
tional pelitical parties. They.
perceive oppression and ex-
ploitation in unfettered mar-
Ket-economy and retreat into
alienation and antipathy to
any change.

In the l!:llast rural people in-
cluding the farmers had un-
equalled power to influence the
policies of the government.
Their influence on the party
and leaders is on the wane.
Furthermore the children of the
tarmers are less interested in
continuing manual work of
farming and are moving to
cities. As a result the once
thriving towns have become
empty-shells where the infras-
tructure and services gradually
disappear.

The vulnerable people feel
only secure in a homogeneous
society, isolated from the rest of
the world and separate from
those people who are seen as
different. For them, tolerance,
freedom and equality stop
where their fear ns. Fear is
a powerful emotion. Fear can be
real or i ned and can be im-
planted easily in the minds of
others at time of vulnerability. .
Here enters the anti-immigrant
parties to exploit the human-
weaknesses and they instill
fear among the rural people and
the unemployed against the
immigrants. The unemployed
perceive that the immigrants
take their jobs. The foreign

oods rgpla{:c the locally mamu-
actured ones because of the
competition in prices.
Whatever economic ratio-
nalists may proclaim in de-
fence of economic freedom,
great disparity in wealth erodes
and undermines a society. Per-

haps the pendulum has swung
too far in deregulating some el-
ements of the economy. The so-
lution of the social and eco-
nomic problems are made sim-
plistic by the right-wing parties
and it appears to be an accept-
able recipe for the insecure Em-
ple. The populist and quick-fix
solutions advocated by the anti-
immigrant parties attract some
sections of the people who are
frustrated with their diminu-
tion of income and the per-
ceived neglect by the traditional
parties. During hard times, the
populist parties need scapegoats
and the immigrants are easy

; PTE[Y.-_ e me
. would argue that much of

the votes for the anti-immi-
grant parties could be eonsid-

ered as protest vote against the -

traditional parties. We may
note that there are many people
who are good, kind and com-
assionate in Europe. It would
wrong to say that all Euro-

peans are xenophobic as it
would insult their humanity.
Even in 1972 , despite the pro-
nouncements of British racist
politician Powel, many in
Britain opened their door to the
refugees. [ would say that the
majority of people in Europe, in
particular the ynuniger enera-
tion, are tolerant, pluralist and
support multi-culturalism,
Egalitarianism and freedom
are values, which foster and are
fostered by a vigorous democ-

racy in Europe. Furthermore
the current tone of interna-

tional relations is set by the

universal abhorrence of both

racism and fascism.

In the light of this environ-
ment, it appears that the sup-
port of the anti-immigrant par-
ties in Europe is a cyclical phe-
nomenon. e anti-immigrant
I::arl_i:s realise that their popu-
arity is ephemeral and in to-
day’'s world they cannot survive
and are doomed to fail. As Pres-
ident Ruth Dreifuss (a Jew) said
when the Swiss People's Party
did well in the recent election:™
On the whole, it's just a storm
in a teapot.”

The writer, a barrister, is

former Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN, Geneva.
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The Unprecedented Night Journey

T would be, T feel, worthwhile

to refer here to Ayat 1 of Sura

Bani Israel [the children of
Isracl) of the Holy Quran. Here
in this Ayat (verse) Almighty
Allah says, "Glory be to Allah
Who did take His Servant for a
lourney by night from the
Sacred Mosque to the Furthest
Mosque whose precincts did We
bless. in order that We might
show him some of Qur Signs for
He is the One who heareth and
seeth  (all things).” So the
personage whom Almighty
Allah wanted to show some of
His wonderful Signs is none
other than our holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (peace be
npon him}, the greatest of all
men and of all times And for
“"i!.'i_‘]'ﬂh Allah Rabbul Alamin
(Lord of the worlds) detailed
Archangel Jibrail (AS) as
Special Guide with a transport
called "Burak” meaning elec-
tricity for carrying our holy

*#!**tttll*!*iitttl!t!#ttltttttt#ttt-lttt#twnttt:tt:tt##t#*tt:::t:tt:tttmt:t:::t:t#ttt*t:ttt::;::t:*ttt:tt:t*t::t:#'

Acid Test of Faith for Muslims

' ERAJ" Is a wvery
M significant episode in
the religion of ‘Islam’.
It is the divine journey of
Mohammad (Sm), the "last
apostle of Allah. the Almighty
creator, on this transient world
arnd the founder of the religion
Islam’, from the holy precinct
ol ‘'Kaaba' in Makkah to the an-
cient mosque ‘Al Agsa’ in
Jerusalem and then to the upper
celestial universe to the abode
ol Almighty Allah and back to
Makkah in a very short period
ol time at night. Like all other
happenings in "Islam’, it is also
a usual happening involving
only Allah. His angels and His
dapostle Muhammad (Sm). But
this very particular episode had
created a lot of controversy,
doubts and disbelief and also
unconditional belief.

In fact, the episode of 'Meraj'
was the claim of prophet
Muhammad (Sm) himself as he
had claimed other fundamen-
lals of ‘Islam’ being ordained on
him. So this claim also must be
believed by the Muslims as true
and unquestionably so, as they
believe the other claims of the
Frophet (Sm) But ever since he
disclosed this matter to the
people, questions and doubts
abounded and to this day it re-
mains a mystic subject of pon-
derence for Muslims and non-
Muslims alike.

The journey of ‘Meraj' may
be divided into four phases: a
the journey from Kaaba in -

‘Makkah to

SHAB-E-MERAJ

by Kazi Aulad Hossain

Prophet (peace be upon him) to
his August Presence. The mo-
mentous journey commenced
on the 27th night of the lunar
month of Rajab first from the

recincts of the Holy Ka'ba
Masjidul Haram, Makkah) and
then form Baitul Muqaddas (the
Masjidul Aqsa. Jerusalem)
where the holy Prophet (PBUH)
made a brief halt, Here at this
Mosque the holy Prophet
(PBUH) offered two rakats of
salat (prayer) which was led by
the holy Prophet himself and
attended by all the Prophets
(peace be upon all of them) who
assembled there.

Alfter leaving the precincts of
Masjidul Agsa with Jibrail (AS)
and passing through the seven
heavens the holy Prophet
([PBUH) reached a place called
Sidratul Muntaha before he was
finally inducted to the August
Presence of the Almighty Allah.
for a Dialogue. In this context it
may not be out of place to think

about the vastness of the outer
space Almighty Allah has gra-
ciously been pleased to create
and the great distance the holy
Prophet FFHUHII had to cover in
securing an audience with
Almighty Allah.

One is simply awestruck
thinking about the existence of
billions and billions of stars in
the heavens besides all other ce-
lestial bodies that Rabbul
Alamin (Lord of the worlds) has
created in the heavens. And one
is overwhelmed when he thinks
about the great distance our
holy Prophet (PBUH) had to
cover for the momentous
Journey on the 27th night of the
lunar month of Rajab. He was
in his sgaceship (Burak) with
Angel Jibrail (AS) and contin-
ued his journey till he reached
Sidratul Muntaha. And here at
this very place Jibrail (AS) bade

adieu to our holy Prophet
(PBUH).

Sidratul Muntaha is the line

by Abdul Latif Molla

‘Al-Agsa’ in
Jerusalem:; b) the journey from
Al-Agsa to the 'Sidratul

Muntaha' on the last border of
the seventh sky: c] the journey
Irom 'Sidratul Muntaha' to
‘Malaye A'la’, the abode of
Almighty Allah and d) the re-
turn journey to 'Kaaba' via the
same route. The first phase of
the journey from 'Kaaba' to 'Al-
Agsa’ is mentioned in the holy
Quran in sura Al-lsra (17:1)
This phase of the journey is
called ‘isra’ which means travel
by night. Here, Allah mentions
only taking his servant (Abd.)
Muhammad (Smj from ‘Baitul
Haaram' (Kaaba) to ‘'Baitul
Agsa (Al-Agsa) but not return-
ing him to Makkah. The later
three phases of the journey are
not mentioned in the Quran but
is reported to have been told by
Muhammad (Sm). In fact, the
hase mentioned in the Quran
as also been told by Muham-
mad (Sm.) in the same manner
as he transmitted the entire
Quran to the people. So even if
any Muslim believes the phase
mentioned in the Quran and
disbelieves or doubts the other
hases told by Muhammad
E‘imi. he loses his belief on the
entire revelation of the Quran
and the entire Sunnah, the two
fundamental sources of Islam.
The second phase of the journey
from 'Al-Agsa’ to ’'Sidratul
Muntaha' is called 'Meraj'”
which means travel upward

through the space. These two

phases of thg journey were
made riding on a celestial ani-
mal named 'Burak’ under the

Euldance of the chief Angel "Ji-
rael’ {A.). The third phase of
the journey from Sidratul
Muntaha to the seat of Allah
through the ‘Arshe-e-Muallah'
or what it is generally called,
the exclusive domain of Allah.
was made riding on another su-
per celestial animal named 'Raf
Raf' under the guidance of an-
other angel because Jibrael (A)
had no authority to enter into
the domain of ‘Arsh-e-Muallah.'

The return journey to Makkah

which we termed as the fourth
phase of the journey was made
in the opposite direction
likewise. On the way
Muhammad (Sm) had been
shown many secrets of creation
and administration of Allah
the Almighty Creator. He had a
direct conversation with Him
and it is during this conversa-
tion izt five times compulsory
rayers everyday were ordained
or the Musiimms.

There exists a lot of mislead-
ing controversies centering
round this journey of ‘Meraj .
The controversy whether
Muhammad (Sm) made the
journey bodily or spiritually or
in dream still remains a subject
of meticulous dissension. But
the opinion of making the
journey bodily in full sense
strongly prevails over the other
two with reliable arguments. [t

- Prophet's meeting (Deedar) with

of demarcation between Allah's
Nur (light) consisting of 70,000
veils and His creation. While at
this place our holy Prophet
(PBUH) was on the last leg of his
magnificent Journey and
Almighty Allah was pleased to
send another special transport
called "Rafraf" which carried
him to his August Presence
through the said 70,000 veils of
Allah's Nur. During our

Almighty Allah, provision for
cumpulsnrﬁ salat (formal
prayers) for five times a day was
made for all the Muslims.
Before the holy Prophet (PBUH)
returned to this mundane world
he also saw for himself the
abodes (Heavens) for the virtu-
ous and abodes (Hells) for the
sinners. Almighty Allah had
already made for them.

So, let us celebrate the Laila-
tul Meraj with due solemnity
and fervour.

is strongly argued in favour of it
that if Muhammad (Sm) did not
say that he had made the jour-
ney bodily in full sense then
little or no controversy would
have been raised because spiri-
tually or in a dream, happening
of such things were not impos-
sible. The controversy weather
Muhammad (Sm) saw Allah
with his human eyes or not re-
mains yet an unsolved matter.

But one notable common factor
on this controversy is that both
Hlle sides mdea& to pm
eir ts on
and Hadith. Well, if Muhammaa
(Sm) should have clearly said
that he had seen Him with his
own eyes then there would have
been no reason for controversy.
But he is quoted as saying both
that he had seen Him directly
and also as 'Nur' (lights) only.

Some are in favour of taking
both as correct and some
disagree with it. There exists
also various opinions about the
time of ‘Meraj i. e. about the
year, month and day. None of
these are definitely known and
the night of 27th of 'Rajab’ as is
being observed is only based on
uess and possible calculations
ike that of 27th of Ramadan as
‘Lailatul Qadr'.

So Meraj' has become more
or less an 'acid test' of faith
(Iman) for Muslims as a pivotal
point for gaining absolute
faith' in Islam.
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