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Outgoing Indonesian military chief General Wiranto (R)

watches his successor Admiral Widodo sign a transfer of
power document during the handover ceremony at the
Military Headquarters_ in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP photo

SRINAGAR. India, Nov 4: In-
dian soldiers today killed two
Muslim guerillas who shot dead
seven members of the security
forces in a suicide attack on
Kashmir's biggest military
base, reports :

The rebel attack on the
Badami Bagh cantonment, on
the outskirts of the summer
capital Srinagar, started
Wednesday evening and ended
with the militants’ death early

tod_ﬁ;. .

e entire complex and its
surrounding areas remained
cordoned off by Indian soldiers,
who detained for questionin
three local journalists who ha
reached the complex minutes
before the guerilla raid.

The journalists had come to
meet Major P. Purshottam, the
army's public relations officer
who was among those killed in
the daring attack.

The other victims included
five soldiers and a border guard
who was slain outside the com-
plex. J

The hardline pro-Pakistan
Lakshar-e-Toiba

separatist
nuﬁ» claimed responsibility
the attack, identifying the
two dead guerillas as Abu

Dallha and Abu Marwa.
A Lakshar spokesman said

both were members of a suicide
squad.

The Badami Bagh canton-
ment houses hundreds of Indian
soldiers as well as a huge fuel
depot and armoury. It is the
headquarters of the army's 15
Curﬂs. which controls the entire
Kashmir Valley.

It was the first militant at-
tack on the tightly-guarded mil-
itary complex since the out-
break of a bloody insurgency in
the Himalayan state of Kash-
mir in 1989,

"Things are now quiet, and
we are conducting mopping up
operations.,” an army
spokesman told AFP. "The
movement of civilians in the
entire area has been barred for
now." :

The army also blocked traf-
fic on a nearby highway.
stranding about 1, people in
heavy rains. The troops atulf)ped
Fenp e living in the area from
eaving their homes,

"There is a house-to-house
search going on,” a resident said
over the telephone.

A trader who fled the area --
leaving his shop open immedi-
ately after the itant attack
ltJCan“ said he was afraid to re-
urn.

"Such a thing has never hap-

Attack on army camp in
Kashmir leaves 9 dead

pened in a high-security zone,
said the shopkeeper, Zahoor
Ahmed. "l have no idea what
has happened to my shop.”
According to military offi-
cials, the heavily-armed gueril-

las scaled the boundary wall of
the complex and started hurling
grenades, sparking a fierce
shootout.

The guerrillas first killed a
Border Security Force soldier
outside the complex. Inside, the
first to die was Major Purshot-
tam. followed by two qunior
commissioned officers, an
army driver and two army
clerks.

All the army men were un-
armed at the time of the attack.

Major Purshottam, whose
office was closest to the main

gate, was meeting with the three

journalists, triggering specula-
tion they may l%gve anu Ei?:d

After the initial confusion,
the soldiers in the camp re-
grouped and started firing at the
attackers, who entered an ad-
mihistrative block near the
public relations office.

Intermittent gunbattles con-
tinued until 2:00 a.m., after
which troops fired rockets to
destroy Major Purshottam'’s of-
fice and the administrative
block, killing the attackers.

- Bofors _sicandq_l_

Indian court orders
arrest of Italian

NEW DELHI, Nov 4: An In-
dian court Thursday ordered
the arrest of an Italian busi-
nessman and close family
friend of opposition leader So-
nia Gandhi in connection with
a 1986 Swedish arms deal scan-
dal, reports AFP.

The arrest warrant was is-
sued against Ottavio Quattroc-
chi, who is presently not in In-
dia and who has denied any in-
volvement in the scandal.

The order came after the
court formally accepted a
chargesheet filed by federal in-
vestigators that also named as-
sassinated former prime minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi.

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigations (CBI) named Quattroc-
chi as one of five su ts who
took 14.2 million dollars in
kickbacks to get a 1.3 billion
dollar contact awarded to Bo-
fors of Sweden.
leac?:rurl?tel: say Sonia Gandh:i

ol the Congress partr an
Raﬁ: Gandhi's widow, is likely
to summoned to court to ex-
plain her family's relationship
with the Italian businessman.

The CBI chargesheet accused

Rajiv Gandhi of abusing his 'po-"
by Gificials.

sition to stall visits
from Bofors to inquire into’ the
case in 1987.

It was the first time after 13
years of investigations that
Gandhi had been officially
named in the scandal, and the
move drew strong protests from

the Congress ;
Rajiv Gandhi had alwavs
denied any wrongdoing, but the

-scandal lost him the 1989 gen-
eral election.
The CBI also filed charges
nst Bofors, its former chief
artin Ardbo, a former top de-
fence bureaucrat, S.K. Bhatna-
gar, and expatriate Indian ty-
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Xinhua news

Wang Yeping, Vice-Premier

atul other senior officials.
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Chinese president
Chinese President Jiang Zemin returned to Beijing Thursday
morning after winding up a six-nation state visit. the official
agency said. AFP reports from Beijing.

Jiang visited Britain and France., where he was do
protests, as well as Portugal. Morocco, Algeria an
Arabia. He flew back from Dammam, Saudi Arabia. Returnin
on the same flight was Jiang's entourage, including
ian Qichen and his wife Zhou
Hangiong, Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan. minister in charge of

the State Development Planning
ter ol Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation Shi Guangsheng,

Kaunda's son shot dead in Zambia: a
son ol Zambia's former president Kenneth Kaunda died early on
shot by gunmen in an apparent car
hospital seurces said, AFP reports from Lusaka.

The University Teaching Hospital said Wezi Kaunda suffered
on Wednesday night. He was a
till leads the opposi
(UNIP) after losing 1991 elections
Wezi served as deputy minister
government.

lour bullet wounds in an attack
key adviser to his father, who s

to President Frederick Chiluba.
oflhome affairs in Kaunda's last

coon Win Chaddha accusin
them of cheating. forgery an
criminal conspiracy.

Bofors beat Austrian,
British, Frenh and Italian
firms to win the contract to
suppliy 400 field guns to India,
after four years of haggling.

The deal sparked a huge
litical furore and led to P]'?I;
blacklisting of Bofors in India.

The ban was lifted after the
Swedish guns were successfully
used during the May-July con-

flict with militants backed by

Pakistan in Kashmir,

Sonia rules out
understanding
with BJP govt

FURSATGANJ (UP), Nov 4.
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi yesterday ruled out her
Party entering into an under-
standing with the Vajpayee gov-
ernment to have Rajiv Gandhi's
name removed from the Bofors
payoff chargesheet and s
there 'are’
Prime Minister’s office'was pro-
tecting a big business house.

‘I am not going to bargain on
this issue. Not at all,” Gandhi

'told reporters when asked if

Congress had promised cooper-
ation with the government in
parliament in return for dele-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi's name
irom the chargesheet.

She said the name of a per-
son (Rajiv Gandhi), against
whom there is nota s of ev-
idence, is being dragged into the
controversy while there are al-
legations that the Prime Minis-
ler's office Is protecting a big
business house.
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Russia allows Chechen
refugees to cross border

KAVKAZ, Russia, Nov 4:
Russian soldiers let hundreds of
Chechens fleeing the war cross
the border to safety today, as a
- United Nations mission arrived
to evaluate the worsening
reﬂ;fcc crisis, reports AFP.

eanwhile, federal war-
planes and artillery continued
to blast villages across the rebel
republic.

A line of cold. hungry and
exhausted refugees strefchin
for kilometres, inched forwar
as border ﬁards, acting on or-
ders from Moscow. waved past
several buses packed with peo-
pie., an AFP correspondent re-
ported. .

“We intend to let through 20
buses an hour into shetia,”
a high-r Ingush frontier
official, Amirkhan Dudarov.
told AFP.

The Kavkaz frontier post,
shut down by the Russians for
ten days. was reopened Monday.
But since then only some 200
people were allowed through
each day, scenes of mis-
ery and desperation on the
Chechen side.

Late Wednesday, some 1,000
Chechen refugees were allowed

to cross into Ingushetia, after
Ercssur: from Ingush President
uslan Aushev and ahead of the
arrival Thursday of the UN
humanitarian mission.

The United Nations refugee
agency (UNHCR), which is
leading the mission, on Wed-
nesday demanded that Moscow
reopen the border. com g
tlglﬁ_pllght of the refugees to the
suliering in Kosovo earlier this
year.

The small team was dis-
patched by UN Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan to assess the
needs of the nearly 200.000
refugees who have fled since
Russia opened an air assault
against the rebel republic on
September 5.

Hug; crussﬁd into the téﬂy
neighbouring Russian republic
of Ingushetia, whose ulation
only numbers 340, ., and
which has been swamped by the
refugee influx.

Russian Prime Minister
Pul.glﬂt:nts e tl;lﬂhﬂn—
ter Sergei Shoigu to the border
areas in North Ossetia and In-
gushetia to inspect the humani-
tarian situation.

egdtions ',ti:‘afﬁi‘g :

Floods kill 111 in Vietnam

HUE. Vietnam. Nov 4: At
least 111 people have been
killed and more are missing af-
ler the worst [looding to hit cen-
tral Vietnam in four decades,
officials said on Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

Residents of Hue, the former
Imperial capital which is at the
heart of the worst-affected area,

™
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in 40 years.

A woman leaves her flooded house on

lorced to flee to high ground or
take refuge on rooftops when
flood waters started to flow into
Lthe city on Tuesday.

"The floods have caused at

least 111 deaths., 12 missing

and 15 injuries," said Huyn

Bich. a senior official with the
government's provincial flood
and typhoon committee based

in the coastal town of Danang.

''''''''
Lol el

a bamboo boat in
Hoi An City, central Vietnam on Wednesday. Official
said that at least 111 people have drowned after fresh
flooding hit central Vietnam this week. The floods,
which have plagued the region for two weeks, are being
fed by the heaviest torrential rains the country has been

— AFP photo

"Some 200,000 homes have
been damaged or destroyed and

- the damages are estimated at

1 50 billion dong (about 10 mil-
lion dollars)."” he told AFP,

Other unconfirmed reports
in the former royal capital of
Hue, suggested the death toll
could be even er. One source
said around 500 people may
have died in centralp:cglnns.

The floods are being swelled
hf torrential rains that have
blanketed the country's seven
central provinces, especially
Thua Thien Hue, since the be-
ginning of the week.

“These are the most murder-
ous and devastating floods to
hit central Vietnam in 40 years
and the situation has been
made worse by the rupture of
dikes along several rivers."
Bich said,

Floods as d
(18 feet) have indundated large
swathes of the countryside after
the Hong river burst its banks,
witnesses said.

Some of the dead were from a
village upstream from Hue,
which was washed away by a
wall of water, according to local
officials.

Water levels in the city cen-
ire rose as high as 1.5 metres,
witnesses told AFP,

Foreign tourists and a dele-

gation from the Thai gqvern-,

ment and” Thai Airways have
been trapped in a hotel here for
two days.

Flood waters had moderated
slightly by Thursday and tor-
rential rains had abated enough
l[or some residents to start
clearing sludge and mud from
their homes.

In the entire Thua Thien Hue
province, telecommunications,
electricity. roads. railways and
air links have largely been cut
off,

Local authorities and armed
forces units have been mo-
bilised to help victims of the
disaster and an emergency air-
lift has been set up.

Fierce fighting in Lanka
Death toll 222

COLOMBO, Nov 4: Ferocious
battles raged in Sri Lanka today
as the army sent thousands of
reinforcements to battle incur-
sions by Tiger rebels, who cap-
tured two key bases and in-
flicted heavy losses, officials
said, reports AFP.

The deployment came as the
Tigers said they were advancing
on several military bases after
overrunning the military-held
towns of Oddusudan and Ne-
dunkerni in the bloodiest fight-
ing in 14 months,

Oddusudan and Nedunkerni
are strategically located on the
weslern flank of the rebels'
main stronghold of Mullaitivu
on the northeastern coast of the
island. :

The defence ministry in a
statement admitted troops had
lost the two strategiecally im-
portant bases and placed the to-
tal dead on both sides at 222.

The army lost 107 troops

while the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) lost 115.
the ministry said. However, the
rebels said they lost only 53 of
their fighters.

The LTTE had initially of-
fered to return the bodies of
dead government soldiers. but
the International Committee of
the Red Cross was unable to ef-
fect the transfer because of the
intense fighting, official
sources said.

"Alter heavy confrontations,
sccugiﬂtﬂ forces have fallen back
tactically to areas south of Odd-
usudan and Nedunkerni,” the
ministry said. It said heavy
fighting raged as troops resisted
rebel assaults elsewhere in the
region.

"A lar%e number of security
personnel have regrou and
prevented further L efforts
of infiltrations into the areas
south of Oddusudan, Ne-

dunkerni and Ottiyamali (in
the Wanni region),” the min-
istry said.

?1%12'-{‘1 in the Wanni region
since ay has left hundreds
killed and wounded among
Tiger rebels and security forces.

The government reinforce-
ments were passing through the
northern town of Vavuniya, 260
kilometres north of here. and
were moving further north to
prevent a rebel advance, offi-
cials in the town told AFP.

The LTTE, which on Tuesday
seized control of Oddusudan,
said they had consolidated
their gains by capturing the
nearby military base at Ne-

dunkerni and were advancing
on other camps in the region.

In a statement issued from
their London office, the Tigers
said they had killed or wounded
more than 1.000 government
troops in the last two days.

Indian cyclone victims swamp

hospitals as epidemic looms

BHUBANESHWAR, India,
Nov 4: Large numbers of cyclone
victims in eastern India are
swamping local hospitals as the
threat of epidemic fast becomes
a reality, relief officials said
tudﬁy. reports AFP.

early one week after the
coastal state of Orissa was hit
by its severest cyclone this cen-
tury. millions were still with-
out access to adequate food,
shelter and drinking water.

According to the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies,
cases of gastroenteritis and di-
arrhoea -- especially among the
young -- were multiplying with
all the signs of a looming epi-
demic.

"With their homes flooded
and wells adulterated by salt
water, ple are being forced to
drink from canals, often just
100 yards away from the body
of a rotting cow,” said the feder-
ation’s South Asian informa-
tion delegate Patrick Fuller.

"There are numbers
of gastroenteritis cases and di-
arrhoea is widespread,” Fuller
said.

"This is a wo sign, and
obviously the longer it contin-
ues, the worse it is going to get.”

In the badly-hit port town of
Paradip, Fuller said he saw a
‘worrying number” of people
see treatment for intestinal
problems in the local hospital.

"And those are the lucky
ones who actually have access
to hospitals,” he added.

A state government official
ut the confirmed death toll
rom Friday's cyclone at 445,
although estimates of a final
figure have ranged from 3,000
to more than 10,000.

Many affected districts re-
mained inaccessible I:;y land or
water and are wholly dependent
on airdrops by the army and
whatever food they can scav-
enge from the surrounding dev-
astation,

According to Fuller, Orissa
will be dependent on basic
emciﬁency reliel for several
montns to come -- at least until
'l:ﬂ;:- next rice harvest in Decem-

“The problem is that the

harvest will only have a 30 to
40 per cent yield because of the
damage done to the farmland by
the sall water.” he said.

In the meantime. relief
workers are distributing thou-
sands of "family kits,” contain-
ing tarpaulin for shelter and
water purification tablets.

The communities facing the
greatest dangers are those vil-
lages further inland, who have
no access, either by land or
river, to larger towns where
they can get hold of relief sup-
plies.

But even in the towns, life is
still far from getting back to
normal.

The state capital Bhuban-
eswar has been without proper
electricity and water since the
cyclone hit, and fallen trees
still block many of the city's
main roads.

Federal Mining Minister
Naveen Patnaik toured some of
the cyclone affected areas
Thursday and criticised the re-
liel eflorts of the state govern-
ment -- controlled by the main

opposition Congress party.

as six metres

| scraggly” beard or moustache,

Indonesian
President to

embark on
ASEAN tour

‘ JAKARTA. Nov 4: New In-
donesian president Abdurrah-
man Wahid on Saturday em-
barks on a whirlwind five-day
tour of eight neighbouring
southeast Asian countries, de-
termined to show Jakarta's pri-
orities lie close to home, reports
AFF.

Wahid will travel in rapid
succession to Singapore,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand,
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and
the Philippines with only four
overnight stops on the way.

The trip will consist niy non-
ceremonial working visits, re-
viving an Association of South-
east Asian Nations [(ASEAN)
tradition from the Suharto
days when the group settled
their differences on the golf-
COUrse. ;

There will be no golf for
Wahid, who has difficulty mov-
ing without support and is al-

most blind, the result of two
strokes. But few doubt, jud
rom the gruelling pace he has
sel since assuming office on
October 20 that he will last the
pace, if not set it.

Indonesian sources say the
main purpose .of Wahid's first
Irip abroad since becoming
ﬁrrsident will be to get to know

is fellow regional leaders.

The second purpose will be to
emphasise Indonesia is back on
the stage with an Asia-first
itinerary after two years of
turmoi]l] which saw the fall of
Suharto. often seen in the t
as ASEAN's founding father,
deadly riots, the almost total
collapse of the corruption-rid-
den economy and the East
Timor debacle.,

Anwar taken
to hospital

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 4:
Ousted deputy prime minister
Anwar Ibrahim was taken to
the hospital today for another
battery of medical tests after
he complained of recurrent
headaches that have caused
several disruptions to his
sodomy trial, reForLa AP.

After tcstilying on the
witness stand for only a half
hour. Anwar said he felt ill and
the judge adjourned his hearing
until Friday.

Anwar was later taken to
see a doctor in the Kuala
Lumpur General Hospital. his
law_yers said. -

"He's going to see the doctor
there who'll decide if he should
be admitted to another
hospital, the National University
Hospital, for more extensive
tests.” defence attorpey
Pawancheek Marican told AP.

The five-month trial has
been adjourned several times
over the t eight weeks due to
Anwar's health.!.1i ! S

" Anwar, who is already serv-
ing a six-year prison term for
corruption: underwent- a brain
scan earlier this week to de-
termine the cause of his severe
headaches but doctors have yet
to say what is causing the pain.
He has lost nearly 12 kilograms
(26 pounds) while in prison and
suffers blood pressure fluctua-
tions.

The 52-year-old politician
was admitted to the National
University Hospital for several
weeks in September after he
alleged he was being poisoned
with arsenic in prison.

Gunman kills
2 1n Seattle

SEATTLE. Washington, Nov
4: A gunman wearing a camou-
flage Jacket and sunglasses
opened fire in a shipyard office
here Wednesday, killing two
and wounding two others in the
second such deadly shooting in
the United States in two days,
reports AFP.

An intense police search
continued for the suspect, who
fled on foot and was still at
large late Wednesday, police
said.

The four men were shot in
the Northlake Shipyard office
in Seattle's shipyard district by
an unidentified man believed to
be wielding a nine-millimetre
semi-automatic pistol.

"He walked in and started
shooting.,” said police
spokeswoman Pam McCam-
mon. "That's all we know."

Omne victim died at the scene,
while a second died later at
Harborview Medical Center, of-
ficials said.

The shooter was described as
1.80 meters (five feet, 11 inches)
tall, a white man or light com-
plexioned black man with a

police said.

A woman who works in an
office across the hallway from
where the shootings occurred
said she saw a man in his 30s.
walk calmly into the buildin
at around 10:32 a.m. (003

BST).
Blast kills one
in Pakistan

LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 4: A
man was killed and 17 were in-
jured today when a bomb ex-
ploded in a restaurant in the
town of Muridke where a Pak-
istan based Islamic militant
group is holding its annual ccn-

ir;gatinn. police said, reports

Witnesses said the bomb was
apparently placed in the main
hall of the roadside restaurant,
located near a shrine of the mi-
nority Shiite Muslim commu-

nity.
}(r)n:: n died on the spot
while 17 others were injured,

two of them seriously, lice
said, addmgﬁdlhe building was

Fulmvc cordoned uﬁ the
blast site.

Administration officials
said they were investigating the
motive behind the bo !

The blast took place about
two kilometres from the annual
gathering of the Islamic mili-
tant group Lashkar-i-Taita,
residents said.

Members of a radical Hindu group shout slogans during a
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demonstration near parliament in New Delhi yesterday
to protest alleged forced conversions by Catholic
missionaries in India. Pope John Paul II's visit has
sparked protests from right wing Hindus who have
demanded a papal apology for alleged atrocities
committed by early Christian settlers 400 years ago.

—AFP phéto

Pope begins India
visit today

VATICAN CITY, Nov 4: Pcpe
John-Paul Il begins a visit to
India Friday with a message
that the world's religions
should foster dialogue between
themselves but amid fears that
the trip could be disrupted by
Hindu fanatics, reports AFP,

The visit -- the pope's 89t} to
Roman Catholics throughcut
the world since taking over the
papacy in 1978 -- comes only
days after he appealed to reli-
glous leaders worldwide "not to
use religion to encourage hatred
or violence or discrimination.”

A Vatican official said Mon-
day the pope was "sad and pre-
occupied” with anti-Christian
attacks in India. in the first di-
rect comment on the issue from

the Holy See, after about 150
acts, of yiolence against Chris-
tianis were reported in the past

two vears.

n Tuesday an official of the'

Shiv Sena political party, a
powerful force in India's most
Industrialised state of Maha-
rashtra, said police in New
Delhi had arrested nine top
leaders of the Hindu rightwing
party ahead of John-Paul II's
visit.

Police described the arrests
as a 'preventive” measure,.

The party has. threatened to
disrupt the November 5-8 pa
visit and wants the pontiff to
apologise for alleged abuses by
early Christian missionaries
and settlers about 400 years

ago.

Sena activists have already
burnt an effigy, symbolising
alle%r:d forced conversions by
Christian missionaries, In a
New Delhi protest.

The visit will be the pope's
second to India but unlike a 10-
day tour in February 1986 that
took in New Delhi, Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras and Goa will
be limited to the Indian capital.

In New Delhi, the head of the
Roman Catholic Church. which
in India has only a small fol-
lowing of about 16 million In a

pulation of some 950 mil-
ion, Is to meet with the leaders
of other religions and address
the results of an Asian bishops'
synod.

The 1998 meeting had called
for interdenominational 'dia-
logue dmid reépérts from India
of anti-Christian vidlénce,

Indian authorities have or-
dered tight security measures
for the visit but concern among
India's episcopate, one of the
church’'s most numerous with
180 prelates, remains high; no-
tably for the safety of believers
who will attend mass at New
Delhi's Nehru stadium.

Violence against Christians
in the predominantly Hindu
nation has been rany:aam over
the past two years and included
the gruesome deaths of an Aus-
tralian missionary and his two
sons and arson attacks on
churches last Christmas.

Researchers find new

method of growing hair

SPRINGFIELD, Mas-
sachusetts, Nov 4: Scientists
transplanted scalp cells from
one person to another and, for
the lirst time ever, grew new
hair on a human without the
use of drugs, reports AP.

The approach could someday
enable l!lusl about any head to
sprout hair, researchers said.

It also raises hopes of some-
day spurring the growth of new
tissue or even whole organs in-
side patients, such as cartilage
in arthritic joints.

"You can use a few cells to
basically regenerate an entire
organ. To me, that's the mind-
blowing part,” said Angela
Christiano, a Columbia Univer-
sity baldness researcher who
did the genetic analysis for the

British experiment, reported in

Thursday's issue of the journal
Nature.
The researchers, led by biol-

ogist Colin Jahoda at Durham

niversity, in England, took
cells al the bottom of hair pores
— or follicles — from Jahoda's
own scalp and from a col-
league's. ese cells from the
so-called dermal sheath were
then transplanted into the fore-
arm of Jahoda's wife.

Within five. weeks, the
transplanted tissue — no bigger
than the head of a pin — made
a total of five fully grown hairs
in the woman's arm,

The transplanted tissue 'is
telling the cells of the rccii)ient:
You will make a hair follicle.”
Jahoda said. The new hair was
genetically male. It was longer,
thicker and darker than arm
hair, but it combined some
characteristics of both donor
and recipient.

Current baldness treatments
include hair grafts and certain
drugs.

Off the Record

All is fair in love?

SINGAPORE: A love-lorn Singaporean woman's attempt to

woo her boyfriend back with 99

reports AFP.

roses has landed her in jail,

Former hotel receptionist Pauline Ang, 23, was jailed for six

weeks for using a

uest's credit card number to settle 1.800

Singapore dollar (1,070 US dollar) bill for the multi-hued bunch
of fEJwers. the Straits Times daily reported Thursday.

The

est refuted the transaction when he received his credit

card bill, and the trail led back to Ang, now a marketing

executive.

At the time of the offence. she was despe

rately in love, and

besotted with her ex-boyfriend, and in order to win his heart
back. she committed the offence.,” defence counsel Fong Weng

Khai said in mitigation.

But the district court judge was unmoved, jailing Anifur six
weeks on a charge of cheating the flower shops into thinking

her order was genuine.

It was not revealed why she ordered 999 roses'but in Chinese
culture, the number nine is a homonym for a "long time.

The fussy tiger's dinner

KUALA LUMPUR: A fussy
live

reports AFP.

goat has finally been trapped in northern Mala
villagers used a dead sheep as bait, reports said

National Parks and Wildlife

vain for two months for the tiger to take the goa
twaaﬁ'endaudreplaﬁ:edwith the dead sheep near Jeli

the
?ngummg;?l state.

Local farmers had notified the

tiger which turned up its nose at a

ia after
ursday,

nt staff had waited in
t. Three days

dcz;tmlmt after spotting the
tiger. It is now headed for Malacca . which has a care and

breeding programme.



