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SPORTS

Stuart MacGill

(Australian leg-spinner)

“I think I'm progressing
really, really well and I'm
aiming very strongly to play in
the Australian series against

India.”
After being overlooked for

the series opener against
Pakistan.
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" shortly afterwards
1 | Which country won the SAF
football gold? %
Bangladesh | India Nepal
21 Who is the captain of Brazil?
Cafu Rivaldo Ronaldo
3 | How many teams will play in next
year's Asia Cup cricket?
4 9 6
4 | Who won the men’'s 100 m in the
Summer Athletics?
Mahbub Yasin Ratan
5| Who lifted the Grand Slam Cup
title? :
Rusedski Agassi Kafelnikov
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AKC-East Bengal

draw in Tripura
Sports Reporter

Abahani Krira Chakra of
Dhaka and East Bengal Club of
Calcutta ended their exhibition
football match in a goal-less
draw at Agartala, Tripura. yes-
terday, according to a message
received here last night.

Abahani are scheduled to re-
turn home today and take on
Arambagh Krira Sangha in the
- concluding match of the Keya
Premier Division League at the
Sher-e-Bangla Stadium in
Mirpur tomorrow.

A win or a draw tomorrow
will ensure Abahani the run-
ners-up spot after Mohamme-
dan Sporting, who clinched the
title last Sunday.

What’s eating
Hooper?

SYDNEY, Nov 3: Former
West Indies Test all-rounder
Carl Hooper says he has itchy
feet and is considering an in-
rgaﬂma].mmcback. reports

"It'llrle t::dl i‘eum{:t now for six
months 'm slowl finding
out I've still got itchyrfecl." he
told the Sydney Daily
‘]"c}egraph Wednesday.

‘1 think I'm still capable of
guayin international cricket

t I'll just see how it goes.”
; ::l!;: said he would reserve
udgement on the bility of
a comeback until Lﬁc end of the
domestic Australian cricket
Season

Hooper lives in Adelaide af-

an Australian and

B}:{vs or Carlton in the

orian Cricket Association's
Premier League.

The 32-year-old remained in

Adelaide when his son was ill

ter

during the West Indies home
four-Test series against
Australia in March-April this

He the final two Tests
against stralia before an-

nouncing his retirement from
international cricket at the end
of lll_-;: series.

ooper played 75 Tests for
the West lnptallaiu. scoring 3.916
runs at an of about 33.
He also took 85 Test wickets
with his off-spin.

Bangladesh need
to score another
21 runs to avoid
follow on as the
hosts practically
threw away their

wickets. raising hopes for an
unlikely victory of nﬁland A
at the Bangabandhu National

Stadium yesterday.

Despite a brilliant half-cen-
tury from Al-Shahriar,
Bangladesh were reeling at 186
for nine in reply to the tourists’
big first innings total of 356
when bad light came as a relief
for the struggling last pair of
Hasibul Hossain and Bikash
Rar’!{an,

asibul, who helplessly
watched his five-wicket burst
going down the drain due to an
inexplicable batting by the top
order, was battling on 3 along
with number eleven batsman
Bikash (2]} when the stumps
were drawn 15 minutes ahead of
the scheduled closure on the
third day of the four-dayer.

But with the prospect of an-
other shiny day and as England
wrecker-in-chief James Kirtley
bowling with venom,
Bangladesh are likely to face a
tough task of surviving a full
day on a deteriorating wicket
today,

Bangladesh suffered a
startling top-order collapse
when they began their chase
shortly before the lunch break.

They were reduced to 3/39 in
one hour after the lunch with
opener Javed Omar Belim, one-
down Habibul Bashar and skip-
per Aminul Islam quickly per-
ishing one after another. nib-
bling at deliveries better to be
left alone.

The rot started when Javed,
who scored 11 in an opening
stand of 26 runs with Shahriar,
was clean bowled by Kirtley in
the ninth over.

In-form Bashar, who ham-

| mered a brilliant 143 not out in

the three-day match at Chit-
tagong, scored only two runs
when the right-hander edged an
attempted drive off Paul Franks
to Solanki in the second slip.

Bangladesh got a major Elnw
when Aminul, being carried
away by the sudden rush of
blood. chased a Kirtley delivery
wide outside the off-stump and
ended up ollering a low catch
behind the wicket. The
Bangladesh captain was then
on only six.

Bangladesh sulfered another
blow when Shahriar Hossain
quite unnecessarily tried to hit
leg-spinner Schofield over the
top of mid-ofl fielder and even-
tually scooped it to Kirtley. The
right-handed opener departed
lor 20, reducing Bangladesh to
54 for 4,

Al-Shahriar however lifted
Bangladesh out of the quagmire
with a potentially match-sav-
ing 73. Coming in to bat at
number five the right-hand
stroke-maker. mixing caution
with aggression, held the in-
nings together before becoming
thqpeighth batsman out in the
) over.

He put on 70 runs for the
fifth wicket with wicketkeeper
Khaled Masood belore the latter
departed for 30. the second
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Hosts walking on tight fpe'

Sports Reporter

highest score in the Bangladesh
innings. Masood played some
exciting shots in his 70-vigil at
the crease including an eye-
pleasing on-driven four.

Al-Shahriar reached his 50
off 78 balls with the help of half
a dozen fours. But he gﬂed to
get any support from the other
end once Masood departed.

The gangling stroke-maker,
who holds the record of scoring
the maiden first-class ton for
Bangladesh, deprived himself
of what would have been an-
other well-deserved century
when played he an attempted
lofted drive against Kirtley into
the safe hands of Franks at
mid-on. Al-Shahriar, who was
dropped twice after reaching his
half-century, hammered eight
fours in his 150-ball stay at the
crease.

Earlier, resuming the day on
279 for six, E reached the
350-mark, thanks to an enter-
prising 54 from Schofield. It
was the fourth half-century in
the visitor's innings.

The young leg-spinner, bat-
ting on 12 at stumps on the sec-
ond day, reached his first fifty
on the tour with the help of
seven fours before being bowled
by left-arm seamer Bikash.

After Schofield departed,
Hasibul mopped up the England
tail. claiming the last two
wickets in successive deliveries.
The experienced right-arm
seamer returned as the most
successful Bangladesh bowler
with five for 85 in his 30.3
ovVers.

The match resumes at 9am
today.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the third day
of the four-day match between
Bangladesh and England A at

the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday :

ENGLAND A: First innings

lovernight 279/6)

Ward c K Masood b Hasibul 19
Sales ¢ sub [Nasirul) b Bashar 6}
Solanki ¢ K Masood b Bashar 55
A Habib run out 5l
Alleyne Ibw b Hasibul 32
R Irani ¢ K Masood b Hasibul 22

Turmner ¢ Aminul b Enamul 24
Scholield b Bikash g
Franks not out 18
Kirtley b Hasibul 0
Davies |bw b Hasibul 0

Extras: (b-10, Ib-3; w-1: nb-4) 18
Total: (All out in 128.3 overs)356

Fall of wkt: 1/47;: 2/139:
3/150; 4/208; 5/244; 6/261:
7/309; B/335: 9/356

Bowler : O M R W
Hasibul 30.3 5 85 b
Bikash 18 5 48 1
Mushfiqg 4 0 18 0
Enamul 41 17 77 i
Sabhir 6 3 70 0
Bashar 18 3 38 2
Al-Shahriar 1 0O 7 0

BANGLADESH: First in-

nings

Shahriar ¢ Kirtley b Schofield 20
Javed b Kirtlcy 1l
Bashar ¢ Solanki b Franks 2

Aminul ¢ Turner b Kirtley (3
Al-Shahriar ¢ Franks b Kirtley  7:)
K Masood ¢ Solanki b Schofield 30
Mushliq ¢ Tumer b Davies Y
Enamul ¢ Alleyne b Davies
Sabbir lbw 1) Kirtley
Hasibul batiing
Bikash batting
Extras : (Ib-8; w-1; nb-6) 15
Total: (For 9 wkts in 71 overs) 180G
Fall of wickets: 1/26; 2/30:
3/39:4/54:5/124: 6/160: 7/168:
8/180; 9/181

Bl X~

Bowler: OM R W
Kirtley 6 0 36 4
Franks 9 0 23 |
Irani 5 1 10 0
Scholield 20 4 66 2
Davies 21 10 43 2

Zia grabs Calcutta |
Millennium chess

Sports Reporter

National Champion, Inter-
national Master Ziaur Rahman
emerged unbeateh char n in
the Calcutta Millennium Open
International Rating Chess
Tournament with a draw in the
final round at the Gorki Sadan
yesterday.

In the last of the eleven-
round Swiss league, Zia, who
earned his first Grand Master
norm in the British Open last
August, shared points with
Surjo Shekhar Ganguly to end
the 160-player meef on an un-
beaten note. With the draw both
Zia and Ganguly raised their
tally to 8.5 points but Zia was
declared champion on the pro-
gressive scoring rate.

National Junior champion
Enamul Hossain Rajib also
finished with same 8.5 points
and earned the third spot ac-
cording the progressive scoring
rate. :

Zia, Ganguly and Rajib

earned 43,000 India Rupees
¢ach as prize money.
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BENONI, Nov 3
lInternet report):
England will
monitor their trio
of infur:,r worries
closely over the
next two davs as they enter a
crucial stage of their build-up
programme for the Test series
against South Africa.

The 19-run victory over
Easterns in Benoni yesterday
lited morale after the opening
defeat by Nicky Oppenheimer's
XI, but they travel to Cape Town
later today for the first of four
first-class matches before the
opening Tesl at The Wanderers
on November 25.

Their preparations for that
opening four-day match against
a Combined Western
Province/Boland Xl at New-

Injury wo

1y for

lands on Friday have become
clouded by niggles afllecting
Darren Gough, Dean Headley
and Andrew Flintoff.

But with just three weeks
before they tackle South Africa,
England will take no chances
with their trio when they select
the side to play in Cape Town.

‘T'm very pleased with where
we are at the moment, but we
have to keep an eye on the few
people who have little niggles,”
said captain Nasser Hussain.

‘By the time we start this
week's opening first-class game
[ want everybody fit."

Headley is expected to be fit
in "the next couple of days".
having sustained a back spasm
i the opening match at Rand-
jesfontein. while Gough missed
out on yesterday's victory after
waking up feeling “stiff all over”

England

following his first match since
sustaining calf trouble in July.

"Darren has had quite a lon
time off and he came in an
bowled quite a few overs in the
first game, and the muscles he
hasn't used for quite a long time
stiffened up,” said Hussain,

"Instead of risking him to-
day we decided to rest him, be-
cause we didn't want him com-

nsating with other muscles in

is body and possibly do some
damage."

But., while England must
wait on Gough and Headley,
there is better news of all-
rounder Flintoff, who suffered a
stiff back after bowling in the
nets over the weekend. But a
cortisone injection enabled
him to play as a batsman, and
he hamimered 54 off 56 balls.
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Olympique Marseille’s Kaba Diawara takes a bi-cycle kick dﬁring their Champions’ League

engagement against Croatia Zagreb on Tuesday.

— AFP photo

national league,
divisions--Dhaka, Chittagong,
Sylhet, Barisal, Khulna and
Rajshahi--- is scheduled for a
November 12 start.

eral
Bangladesh Cricket Board, said
yesterday that it might be de-
lerred by three to four days as
three divisions--Sylhet, Barisal
and Khulna were
plete their pitches.

Email: dssports@hdonline.com

BFF names-24
for Asian Cup

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Football Feder-
ation yesterday called up 24
booters to the selection trials
for the Asian Cup qualifiers,
scheduled to kick off in Dubai,
UAE, [rom November 28.

Pencilled in Group 3 along
with Uzbekistan. India, Sri
Lanka and UAE. Bangladesh
will play their first match
g%airfst the hosts on November

National captain Jewel
Rana, who retired recently, and
veteran goalkeeper Mohammad
Ponir were the only players
missing in the team that won
the 8th SAF Games gold in
Nepal last month.

Coach Samir Shakir will
continue as the national coach.

The 24 [ootballers selected:
Hasan Al-Mamun, Rajani
Kanta Barman, Matiur Munna,
Igbal Hossain, Monwar
Hossain, Sourav Majumder
Raju, Alfaz Ahmed, Mizanur
Rahman, Sahajuddin Tipu.
Faisal, Monwar Munna, Anwar
Hossain. Biplab Bhattacharya,
Nazrul, Apel, Parvez Babu,
Selim, Rokonuzzaman, Tito,
Mojibur Rahman Ritu,
Kingshuk, Nizam, Mizan and
Shimul.

Mohammedan
off to Mumbai

Sports Reporter

Premier Division League
champions Mohammedan
Sporting left the capital for
Mumbai yesterday to take part
int the Rovers Cup. The tourna-
ment will be held in Mumbai
from November 6.

In the first round,
Mohammedan will face Indian

Airlines and JCT in the first
round, _

It could not be confirmed
yesterday which other teams
are slated in the group.

Mohammedan had to leave
behind eight booters --goal-
keeper Nizam, defenders
Monowar Munna and Faisal.
midfielders Matiur Munna,
Anwar and Selim. and forwards
Alfaz Ahmed and Mizanur
Rahman -- because the Ban-
gladesh Football Federation did
not give them clearance. The
eight are likely to be called to
the camp beginning at the BKSP
from November 5 for the

forthicoming = Asian "~ Cup
qualifiers.
To fill the voids,

Mohammedan recruited five
booters from Muktijoddha
Sangsad--defender asood
Rana, midfielders Arif Khan,
Tito, and Bakhtiar and striker
Nakib.

The other club booters in the
team are Mohammad Ponir,
Hakim, Jahangir, Shahzada,
Shamim, Shoeb, Askar Babu.
Ruhul Amin, Rezaul. Andrei
and Rakib.

Apart from the players.
three officials -- Abul Hossain
[coach), Fazlur Rahman Babul
and Amirul Islam are accom-
panying the team. Manager
Imtiaz Sultan Johnny will join
the team later. 3

Dhaka Dw:smn
full of stars
Sports Reporter

Dhaka Divisional Sports

Association yesterday named a
20-member strong team for the
upcoming national
league.

cricket

e inaugural edition of the
involving six

Mahmud Ul Haq, acting gen-
secretary: of the

yet to com-

All the matches of the na-
tional league will be three-day
affairs and each team will faece
the other twice, home and away.

Talking to the Daily Star,
Mr. Haq said the tournament
committee will sit on November
5 to review the final reports
from all the divisions.

“It will be finalised in the
meeting “on November 5
whether to delay the start or
not.” said Haq, who also re-
vealed that the BCB were yet to
get a sponsor for the league.

Bangladesh skipper Aminul -

[slam will lead Dhaka, which
boasts of a bevy of national
players. The team includes four
openers in Mehrab Hossain,
Javed Omar, Shahriar Hossain
and Harunur Rashid with a
backup of Aminul Islam. Al-
Shahriar, Sanwar Hossain,
Mahbubur Rahman, Sajid
Hasan and Khaled Mahmud.
Veteran medium-pacer Saiful
Islam, Zakir Hasan and left-
arm pacer Morshed Ali Khan
will lead the pace attack while
all-rounder Naimur Rahman

and Fahim Muntasir,
Mosaddek Hossain and left-
arm spinner Mohammad

Rafique will support them in
the spin department. Atiar
Rahman will act as the wicket-
keeper.

~ Dhaka cricketers have been

asked to report to general secre-
tary
Bangladesh Cricket Board on

Noveniber 5 at 5 pm.

Nazrul ‘Islam at the -

............

Bangladesh middle-order
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Mushfiqur Rahman phys forward defensive duringthr thi
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of the four-day match against England A at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo by Amran Hossain

Shoaib let off

(AFP/Internet):
! Australilan Cri-
| cket Board (ACB)
chiel executive
Homtemere o Malcolm S
enrded the Shoaib Akhtar
chucking affair with a brief
telephone call to Pakistani ma-
nager Yawar Saeed Wednesday.

A 20-minute video tape of
Akhtar's action sent by umpires
Ross Emerson and Terry Prue
arrived in the ACB's morning
mail but Speed told Yawar the
matter could go no further.

The match in question,
Western Australia versus
Pakistan at Perth last
Wednesday, was not sanctioned
by the International Cricket
Council (ICC) so there was no of-
licial referee.

The videotape was provided
to the ACB by Western Australia
Cricket Association (WACA) di-
rector of umpiring, Rick Evans,
who confirmed today that it
was provided at his instigation
and without any complaint
from either of the two umpires
Raoss Emerson and Terry Prue.

The fact that Emerson and
Prue failed to query Akhtar's
action in their match report,
only becoming suspicious while
watching television hiﬁhli hts
the next day, meant the ACB
was unable to involve the ICC's
nine-man throwing committee.

"Malcolm Sp told me he
had received the tape and he
had watched it." Yawar said.

"He told me the tape had no
official status and as far as he
and 1 are concerned, it is all
over now and we can look for-
wilrd to a great Test series.”

Speed, said that the issues
surrounding illegal deliveries
are difficult and raise strong

| BRISBANE. Nov 3

emotions and reactions. For
this reason there are critically
important processes in place to
address the issue of player ac-
tions, he said.

“Only the umpires involved
in the game in question had the
authority to raise any con-
cerns.” said S !

As a result, he advised the
ACB would not be jeopardising
the integrity or fairness of the
recently strengthened ICC pro-
cesses by taking any action
concerning the tape.

“There are few more serious
allegations in cricket than ac-
cusing a bowler of throwing.”
said Mr Speed. _

"Given the seriousness of
such allegations, the ACB and
the ICC have clear and rigorous

. processes to deal with them.

These have built in safeguards

S R
SHOAIB AKHTAR

-\.;._\“:L

the hook

o ensure that the matter 1s
dealt with effectively and, most
importantly, with absolute
lairness to all parties con-
cerned.

"These systems are the cor-
nerstone on which a proper in-
vestigation of such matters can
take place and are strongly sup-
ported by the ACB.

“In this case, the umpires in
charge of the match were the.
sole judges of the fairness or
otherwise of all bowlers' ac-
tions. They have made their de-
cision and no issues have been
raised,” said S ;

The ICC process will apply to
the Ansett Australia Test Series
and the Carlton & United
Series. Akhtar will take ‘the
fleld in the First Ansett Test
Match starting on Friday at the
Gabba in Brisbane with an
Australian umpire, an
International Umpire and an
ICC referee all empowered to
raise any concerns.

Australia’s new coach John
Buchanan was unhappy the is-
sue had been raised.

‘I think it does more of a dis-
service Lo cricket than anything
else.” he said.

"It certainly disturbs the in-
dividual no matter who it is, I'm
sure (Muttiah) Muralitharan
would say the same thing,” he
said referring to the Sri Lankan
spinner, whose action has been
under intense scrutiny for a
number of years -- particularly
In Australia.

Emerson sparked a furore
last summer when he called
Muralitharan for chucking in a
one-day game against England.,
prompting Sri Lankan captain
Arjuna Ranatunga to lead his
players off the field in protest.

Tourists defeat Easterns

JOHANNESBURG,
Nov 3 (AFP/ In-
lernet): Nasser
Hussain's Engl-
and chalked ‘up
] the first ‘win of
their tour of South Africa when
they beat Easterns by 19 runs in
a D0-over (friendly at
Willowmoore Park in Benoni,
east of Johannesburg on
Tuesday.

Sent in to bat, the tourists
posted a reasonable 234-9 and
were able to restrict the -
rienced local line-up to 215-7.

But beating the likes of first
class fledglings Easterns by
such a narrow margin was
hardly impressive. .

Most of the England batsmen
looked more at ease than they
had when they lost to a Nicky
Oppenheimer X1 on Monday,
but in the end their collective
harvest of 234 was somewhat
lattering.

Both of their chief run-get-
ters. Hussain and Andrew
Flintoff, might well have been
dismissed early on in their in-
nings. Hussain was dropped in
the gully when he had 13, while
Flintoff survived a stumping
chance on 16.

Flintoff made the most of
his good fortune to club an im-
pressive 54 off 56 balls and 32

Lanka's cricket
manager sacked

COLOMBO, Nov 3: Sri
Lanka's cricket manager,
Chandra Schafiter, has been
fired after allegations of links
to the Tamil rebels fighting a
bloody civil war in this island
nation, a local newspaper re-
ported Wednesday, AP.

Schaffter denied the allega-
tions, saying he was deepl
humiliated and embarrassed.
He said the decision was caused
by "baseless and malicious
conjecture.”

either the cricket board

nor the sports ministry would

ve a reason for his removal
esday.

However, the Mirror news-
paper quoted Sports Ministry
officials as saying he was re-
moved as a security precaution
after intelligence reports from
South Africa alleged he had
links with Tamil militants,

of those runs came from bound-
aries -- five fours and two sixes.

Hussain struck eleven fours
before he well taken at mid-on
for 64.

Michael Atherton (29), Mark
Butcher (20) and Gavin
Hamilton (26) all got double fig-
ures before succumbing to an at-
tack which included a school-
boy in Albie Morkel.

The 18-year-old saw off
Hussain and Flintoff to finish
with a satisfying 2 for 34 from
10 overs.

But the Easterns' bowlin
honours undoubtedly belon
to Andre Nel, who took a career
best of 4-33 from 10 overs.

The 22-year-old looked for a
hattrick after dismissin
CGiraeme Swan and Chris Read,
but Alex Tudor stood firm to
deny him the treble.

At the end of the day
Easterns’ batting could have
done with a couple of jabs. The
loss of West Indian Phil
Simmons for a relatively chea
29 left them out on a limb an
they lacked the experience to
claw their way back in.

But thanks to wicketkeeper
Dennis Smith they at least

~ managed to bat out time.

~ Smith's first limited overs
20 contained just three bound-

~aries and was scored off 74

balls. When finally bowled for
75. including six fours, by an
Andy Caddick yorker Smith
had also put on 97 off 120 balls
with Hussein Manack for the
sixth wicket.

SCOREBOARD '

Scoreboard of the one-day
friendly match between
England and Easterns on
Tuesday:

ENGLAND
Butcher c&b
Atherton c&b de Myn
Hussain c Botha b Morkel
Adams run out(Jordaan)
Flintoff ¢ de Bruyn b Morkel
Hamilton ¢ Botha b Nel
Swann b Nel
Read b Nel
Tudor not out

Mullally not out
Extras: (Ib-9, w-17, nb-1)

Total: (For 9 wickets
in 50 overs)

Fall of wki-: 1-40: 2-83: 3-83:
4-165; 5-203: 6-216: 7-216: B-
224; 9-233.

L2088

- R N

Bowler:
Nel
Morkel 10
Kruger 7
De Bruyn 10
Jordaan 6
Van den Berg 4
Botha 3
EASTERNS
Shakeel ¢ Flintoff b Mullally
Jordaan b Mullally
Botha Ibw b Tudor
Simmons ¢ Butcher b Tudor
Van den Berg ¢ Adams h Swann
Smith b Caddick
Manack b Caddick
De Bruyn not out
Morkel not out
Extras: (b-1, Ib-8. w-9, nbh-3)
Total: (For 7 wickets in
50 overs) 215
Did not bat; A Nel, C Kruger.
Fall of wkis: 1-0: 2-21: 3-83:
4-68; 5-87: 6-184: 7-190.
Bowler: 0O M R
Caddick 10
Mullally 10
Hamilton B8
Adams i
Tudor 5
Swann 10
Result: England wo
runs.

DeFreitas rejoins
Leicestershire
LONDON. Nov 3 (AFP): For-

mer England fast bowler

Phillip DeFreitas has rejoined

Leicestershire from re

on a four-year deal, the club

confirmed on Wednesday.

The 33-year-old DeFreitas
made his county debut for Le-
icestershire in 1985 before join-
ing Lancashire in 1989. He
joined ire in 1994,

Leicestershire cricket man-
ager Jack Birkenshaw said that
DeFreitas could enhance new
ca Vince Wells' side.

"He provides us with extra
options not o as an experi-
enced seam er but also as a
very d us batsman in our

order,” he said.

DeFreitas, a veteran of Eng-
land's last Ashes series victa: v
in 1987, said: "1 am delighte.: o
be rejoining Leicestershire. The
club been one of the most
successful in the country in re-
cent seasons. | have t re-
spect for both Jack B shaw
and Vince Wells.”
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