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Westmont failed for lack
of gas converter

By Staff Correspondent

The Westmont Baghabari
barge-mounted privatg power
plant has been shut down early
this week as the company failed
to set up its fuel facilities as per
agreement with the Power
Development Board (PDB).

Sources said that in addition
to the company's failure to in-
stall a gas pressure converter
system al the power plant to use
cheap local gas as its raw mate-
rial, Westmont could not supply
the amount of power as per
agreement in the last three
months.

A PDB source said that
Westmont was supposed to set
up a 90 MW plant. But its plant
was actually generating maxi-
mum 83 MW power till it was
shut down,

Besides, the Westmont plant
was set up, for a 15 year term, at
an unauthorised and awkward
location near the Baghabari in-
land port. Sources said that due
to the installation of the plant
there. instead of a PDB recom-
mended site, future expansion

lan of the country's only in-
and port has been jeupard{sed,

The Malaysian company
that built the power plant was
commissioned three months
ago. Since then, the PDB was
supplying it with tax-free im-

ported fuel oil as the plant's raw
material for a three months pe-
riod. After this period,
Westmont was supposed to
equip this plant with a gas pres-
sure converter to use gas as its
raw material.

According to insiders,
Westmont could not arrange the
gas converter during the stipu-
lated period that.expired late
last month due to lack of fi-
nance. The gas conversion sys-
tem requires an investment of
around 20 million dollars,
sources pointed out.

The gas converter was neces-
sary because the local gas is
supplied at a pressure of "150
PGSI" while the Westmont plant
requires a gas pressure of 350
PGSIL.

"We can no longer afford
Westmont's fuel supply, by sub-
sidising its imported fuel, we
are incurring a huge loss," said
a PDB source. "Besides,
Westmont's power was as costly
as 8 US cents per unit, whereas,
other barge mount plants

Bangladesh batsman Al-Shahrier executes an exquisite square-cut during his brilliant
knock of 73 against England A at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
— Star photo by Amran Hossain

charge 5.5 cents and our sales
rate is around 5 cents."

The source added that once
Westmont's plant started using
gas, the power tariff would come
down below 5 cents per unit.
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Where have the

arms gone?
By Staff Correspondent

Workers lound an ‘arms
cache’ during demolition of the
bridge at Road-32 in
Dhanmondi in the city almost a
year ago, but did not hand over
the ‘entire lot' of the arms to the
police, LGED sources said.

At first ‘a pistol with bullets’
was found during the demoli-
tion. One of the workers went to
the nearby police post and
handed over the gun to the
lice. But police held the man un-
til the ED officials bailed
him out, the sources said.

After the incident, none of
the workers or others who
found more arms at the site
bothered to hand those over to
the police. an LGED official
said.

The officer-in-charge of
Dhanmondi thana said that he
would have to check the files to
see how many arms werg de-

sited. "As [ar as | can remem-

r. we found a 303 rifle with
bullets in the lake near Road-5
several months ago,” the OC
said.

Constable murder

China and his 2
accomplices

produced in court

By Court Correspondent

Abdur Razzak China ar-
rested along with his two ac-
complices for their alleged in-
volvement in the killing of a
police constable Mohsin, was
produced before the CMM's
court lyeslcrday-

Police showed them arrested
in connection with four cases
liled with Sabujbagh police sta-
tion and prayed for 35 days' re-
mand.

The court. however, sent the
accused to Dhaka Ceniral Jail
as they were not physically fit
to face questioning on remand.
The court also suggested that

olice m_iﬁhl seek permission
or remand after seven days.

Constable Mohsin was shot
dead when a gang of armed
goons from TT Para and nearby
slums attacked the police camp
near the Gopibagh rail crossing
after arrest of two accomplices
of China on August 6 this year.

3 dacoits held

with arms
in N'ganj

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 3: Po-
lice arrested a ringleader of da-
coits and his two accomplices
with arms and ammunition
from a house at west Rasulpur
in Fatulla thana early today,
reports UNB.

The arrested dacoits are
Shamsul Islam alias Mintu, 30,
Abdul Aziz alias Montu, 19, and
Abdul Malek alias Manik. 20.
Some others in the gang man-
aged to flee.

A sawed-off rifle, a pipe Eu.n
16 bullets, a Chinese axe, cha
ati, two big knives, L COCE:
tails and four petrol bombs
were recovered from the house.

Acling on a tip-off, police
raided the house of Hajee Amir
Ali and arrested the dacoits and
recovered the arms and ammu-
nition when they were prepar-
ing to commit a dacoity.

“A case was filed with Fatulla
thana in this regard.

One gets 10 yrs'
RI for murder

CHITTAGONG, Nov 3: A
court here today sentenced one
person to 10 years rigorous im-
prisonment and acquitted four

in a murder case, reports

Fourth Additional Sessions
Judge ASM Mahfuz convicted
Abdus Salam for killing Kalo
Miah of Burumchar of a
thana on September 17. 1995.

&

3 alleged
muggers
held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Three alleged muggers were
arrested from the city's Dhan-
mondi area yeslerday after-
noon.

Dhanmondi police arrested
them while they were passing
through the road in front of
Bangabandhu museum at about
2:30 pm. police said. They were
accused of mugging gold orna-
ments and other valuables.

Sergeant Khairullah led the
operation and arrested the al-
leged muggers chasing their au-
torickshaw in which they were
traveling.

Earlier on October 28,
sergeant Ahad Parvez was
stabbed to death by the muggers
when he-chased a gang fleeing
in a tempo near the Shapla
Chattar at Motijheel in the city.

The arrested were identified
as Sukkur Miah. 25, Selim, 28
and Rana 28. A gold chain and
knives were recovered from
them.

Hartal observed

protesting arrest
of 'Chora' Aziz

By Staff Correspondent

A half-day hartal was ob-
served yesterday at Dholaikhal
under Sutrapur thana in the
cily protesting the arrest of
Aziz, a local BNP leader.

He was arrested on Tuesday
on charge of trading in smug-
gled motor vehicle spares,

The hartal was peaceful,
Sutrapur police said.

Aziz, wanted in 18 cases
lodged with different police sta-
tions in the city, was produced
before the CMM's court yester-
day. police said,

When contacted, Sadek
Hussain Khoka, Convener of
Dhaka city BNP told The Daily
Star that police brought fabri-
cated charges against Aziz only
to tarnish his image.

The "peaceful hartal" hartal
shows his "popularity” in the
area, Khoka said and demanded
his immediate release.

Alter his arrest at about 8
Em on Tuesday, Aziz locally

nown as chora (thief) Aziz,
was taken to Motijheel police
station [or "safety reasons”, po-
lice said.

His arrest sparked off vio-
lent protest in the area since
Tuesday night. Some shops
were ransacked and tyres burnt
on some streets in the area.

Power sector
From page |
CeEnsces,

It will also supervise man-
agement and administration of
affairs of licensees and look
into consumer disputes and
unfair trade practices. It will
adjudicate disputes and differ-
ences among the licensees and
between the licensees and con-
iumers as per provisions of the

ct.

Besides, the commission
will also co-ordinate with envi-
ronmental regulatory agencies
for healthy growth of the power
sector without degrading the
environment and regulate de-
velopment and operation of re-

newable energy and nuclear
power plants.

The Act also paves way for
setting up a new com
Ashugang'el‘nwer Company —
that will be owned by the Power
Development Board (PDB). The
company will own the five
power plants built by the PDB
with German assistance, which
are currently generating 568
MW of power.

The company will sell power
from these plants to PDB. It will
bear the maintenance costs
from its earning.

All PDB owned power plants
are now dependent on
approval for their mainte-
nance. As the process is slow,

no power plant actually re-

| operation” with

Sinha: Hartal

From page 1
dling export business of Sonali
Bank. made at a press confer-
ence earlier, was correct. He
contradicted the bank's state-
ment made at a recent board
meeting with flnance ministry.

BGMEA earlier claimed that
SB's export business dropped to
Tk 700 crore in the first seven
month of current fiscal year
from Tk 2001 in the last fiscal
year, mainly due to its "non-co-
arments ex-
porters. But the SB told the fi-
nance ministry at the recent
meeting that it did Tk 3687
crore export business in the last
fiscal year and Tk 909 crore in
the first seven months of this
fiscal.

"It (SB) realised our prob-
lems and came up with fresh
proposals after we drew gov-
ernment’'s attention regarding
non-cooperation by banks."
Sinha claimed.

He hoped that more than 100
closed garments factories will
be able to start business soon if
Sonali Bank reschedules their
loans as per a Bangladesh Bank
directive, ‘b :

Sinha reiterated his earlier
demand for setting up of an ap-
parel board. allocation of land
lor a Garments Palli near
Dhaka-Chittagong highway,
improvement of goods handling
system at ports and round the
week bank, customs and port
facilities. )

Sinha said Bangladeshi
ready made garments will enter
into Japanese and Australian
markets soon. Australia is con-
sidering offering zero tariff fa-
cility to Bangladeshi garments.
Access to the Japanese market
needs some technological and
qualitative improvement,

Sinha observed.

(Canada urged to raise garments
- quota, ODA for Bangladesh

OTTAWA. Nov 3; Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
hoped that volume of bilateral
trade between Dhaka and Ot-
tawa would be expanded further
and .called his counterpart to
help enhance the readymade
garments quota for Bangladesh
to facilitate better market ac-
cess, reports BSS.

He was leading a bilateral
talks with Canadian Foreign
Minister Moyd Axworthy here
yesterday. Bangladesh High
Commissioner to Canada M
Aminul Islam and Director
General SK Sharjil Hassan,
Canadian Foreign Minister's
Special Assistant Ms S Chris-
tianson. Assistant Deputy
Minister Joseph Caron and
Deputy Director, South Asia
Division Ben Gailor were pre-
sent.

Axworthy assured Azad of
considering the request.

Azad said that relations and
contacts between the two coun-
tries were established by the Fa-
ther of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman when
he visited Canada in 1973 to
attend the Commonwealth
Suminit,

He briefed his counterpart of
the programmes undertaken by
the government of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina especially
how the democratic institution
and rule of law are being estab-
lished by her government.

On economic assistance,
Azad appreciating Canada's
contribution to the develop-
mental activities of Bangladesh
and urged the Canadian Minis-

ter to increase Canadian ODA.
The Canadian Foreign Min-
ister assured that his govern-
ment would consider more as-
sistance to Bangladesh from

nexiﬁyear.

The foreign minister
stressed the need for annual
consultation at the Foreign

Silver Jubilee celebration

Dhaka elected member of

IDB board of EDs

From M Anwarul Haq

JEDDAH, Nov 3: Bangladesh
has been elected a member of
the Board of Executive Direc-
tors of Islamic Development
Bank (IDB).

Muhammad Sayef Uddin,
Joint Secretary of the External
Resources Division (ERD), today
received consensus support of
the IDB Board of Governors in
getting elected to the coveted
position.

The Bangladesh nominee

will serve for a three-year term. -
ngladesh °

The election of Ba
to the decision-making Board
coincides with the on-goin
Silver Jubilee celebrations o
the IDB, set up in 1978 by the
55-member Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference (OIC).

The IDB has a 14-member
Board of Directors, of whom
seven are nominated by the
largest contributors to the Bank
and the other seven are elected
from among other members.

Hundreds of representatives
from the OIC countries includ-
ing several finance, plannin
and commerce ministers, lead-
ing government and private fi-
nancial experts are in Jeddah.,
where OIC and IDB are head-
quartered to attend the two-day
silver-jubilee celebrations that
began yesterday.

The Bangladesh delegation,
led by E Secretary Dr
Moshiur Rahman, comprises
senior officials and bankers
Bangladesh Ambassador Abdul
Momen Chowdhury and Consul
General at Jeddah Abul Kalam

Azad are also attending the de-
liberations. '

The ministers from the OIC
countries and senior officials
were taking the opportunity for
bilateral talks for expandi
economic cooperation a:ﬁ

trade among OIC coun-
tries. Seminars and conferences
are being held here rclatin? to
strengthening of the other IDB
and Islamic
institutions.

Talking to The Daily Star Dr
Moshiur man said the elec-
tion of Bangladesh is a matter
of great honour. Bangladesh is
?l'fllé of the founding members of
Baﬁlghammad Sayef Uddin
ceived

financial

desh has so far re-

over one billion Us dol-
lars from the IDB for project
and import financing.

Dr Ahmed Muhammad Ali,
Long time President of IDB,
while inaugurating the celebra-
tions yesterday said the Bank is
introducing for the first time a
lund to support the private sec-
tor. It will have a capital of one
billion US dollars.

Prime Minister of Lebanon
Saleem Al-Hoss spoke of the
immense contribution of IDB in
consolidating cooperation
among the member countries.

Dr Aziddine Laraki, Secre-
tary General of the OIC, said the

- 1DB has been able to prove itself

as a leading global financial
institution and has been able to
create a new impetus in the
world of Islamic banking.

Secretary level and regular ex-
change of high level visits. He
extended invitation to his coun-
lerpart to visit Bangladesh and
also conveyed the invitation of
the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh to the Canadian
Prime Minister.

Arrested Indian
policemen freed

SUNAMGANJ, Nov 3: Ban-
gladesh Rifles today freed the
arrested OC and a sepoy of
Babauchara police station of
Indian State of Meghalaya fol-
Inwinig a flag meeting here with
the Indian Border Security
Force, reports UNB.

BDR arrested OC Ling Pai
and constable B Hasa when they
entered the Bangladesh terri-
tory to get released a truck
seized with smuggled coal from
India, triggering exchange of
fire between the border guards
of the two countries.

The two policemen were
freed at about 3 pm. officials
siid. The seized coal-loaded
Indian truck will be handed
over to Sunamganj customs au-
thorities. they said.

=

part of the city yesterday.

Supporters of 'Chora' Aziz observed h

artal setting fire to tyres in Dolaikhal area in the old

— Star photo

ISLAMABAD, Nov 3: Pak-
istan's military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf said toda
loan defaulters will face jai
terms under a crackdown on
corruption starting this month,
reports AFP.

"We will crackdown on the
first group of pethl: and th1r$5
will start from November 17."
Musharraf told the official As-

sociated Press of Pakistan in an
interview.

Musharral. who overthrew
prime minister Nawaz Sharif
in a bloodless coup on October
12, has put the !s:a.sal.ﬂt on cor-
ruption on his agenda.

The general has promised to
set up new courts to handle cor-
ruption cases and has encour-
| aged people to inform authori-
ties about abuses.

He said the courts would be
ready by November 17 and lists

ceives timely finances for
maintéenance.

| of suspects were now being
"Maybe we'll puf them be-

Pak military ruler orders
crackdown on corruption

should be pre-

hind bars. th%y
Id the state news

pared.” he to

"They should not think that
we are in any way lacking in re-
solve. They will see immediate
action on November 17."

Much of the corruption in
Pakistan stems from loan de-
faulters, who borrowed from
banks with little or no collat-
eral and siphoned the money
awrad}('. sometimes into overseas
bank accounts.

“"We have seen the total lists
of defaulters and plunderers.
There are many kinds of plun-
derers, and | will call them
plunderers of the national
wealth,” Musharraf said.

“There are people who have
manipulated rules and regula-
tions and made money."

On Monday Muharraf said
just 322 people in Pakistan held
around 210 billion rupees
faround four billion dol

8],
one third of the natiemal

AP adds: The second mili-

lary man declared his family's
assets today following the ex-
ample set by Gen Musharraf.

Pakistan's NEH Chief Ad-
miral Abdul Aziz Mirza said he
owns three residential plots
and agriculture land, according
to a statement issued by the
navy.

His wife owns an apartment
in the capital of Islamabad and
a piece of agriculture land, it
said. Their combined bank bal-
ance, jewelry and investments
is 1.5 million rupees (27.777
dollar), it said.

Musharraf released details
of his assets on Monday sa
it was the first step towa
n:lfamn%_luut a corrupt system.

Musharraf has vowed to
wage a fierce cleanup cam
to recover bad loans and
illicit wealth. -

He offered to start the ball
relling by revealing his assets,

which included several pleces of
in ravral and urban ar-
eas of the country.

Oct 13-14 strike

DU in dilemma
over holding

fresh exams

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities are in a dilemma
whether to hold second year
Honours examinations of all
students afresh or only of those
who ceuld not appear at exami-
nations on October 13-14 due to
strike on the campus.

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
|Democratic Student Alllance)
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) had separately called
strike at the DU on the two days
to press their respective de-
mands.

All the DU units of student
organisations including
Bangladesh Chhalra League
(BCL) are now demandin
holding of examinations whic
w:re scheduled for October 13-
14.

When contacted, Vice-chan-
cellor Prof. AK Azad Chowdh-
ury said a decision regarding
this will be taken at a meeting
of the Academic Council, the
date for which is yet Lo be fixed.

A good number of second
year students could not turn up
for their annual examinations
on October 13-14 due to the
strike and many of those who
appeared recorded their atten-
dance only, sources on the cam-
pus had said earlier. But the DU
authorities had claimed that
the turn out was satisfactory. ,

Some top officials of the
university, when contacted,
however observed that all ex-
aminations which were sched-
uled for October 13-14 should be
held afresh to avoid [urther dis-
turbance on the campus.

Maksud sent
to jail
By Staff Correspondent

Popular vocalist Maksudul
Hagq, who was arrested by
Pallabi Police on charges of
beating his wife on Tuesday,
was granted bail yesterday.

Maksud, however, was sent
lo the Dhaka Central Jail since
his bail bond could not be fur-
nished within the specified
time limit yesterday.

Maksud was arrested from
his own house at Pallabi in the
city Tuesday noon on charge- of
beating his wife. Her wife had
Iﬂdgﬁd the case, Pallabi police
said.

Tanguar Haor
to be declared
as Ramsar Site

Envirnnnlljent ]:&éclt;ctar}r
S Marghub Murs as re-
agrcd all of the government
move to declare the ecologically
threatened Tanguar Haor as a
Ramsar site, reports BSS.

He said that four critical
ecosystems including Hakaluki
Haor and St. Martin's Island
have already been declared as
environmentally critical areas
(ECAs) for ensuring the conser-
vation of the same.

ub Murshed was inau-
gurating a progress review
workshop on community based
haor and floodplain resource
management jointly organised
by Environment Ministry,

DP and IUCN in the city on
Thursday. UNDP assistant res-
ident representative Shireen
Kamal Sayeed, Sustainable
Environment Management
Programme (SEMP) coordina-
m: rclﬂhfu:uﬁlt Haque and

ountry presentative
Dr Ainun Nishat also spoke.

immediately.

Police 'informer’

murdered

By Staff Correspondent

An alleged police informer
of police was killed by unidenti-
fied assailants at Rup un-
der Pallabi thana in the city
vesterday afternoon.

The dead was identified as
Nizam, 19, son of Delwar. a
resident of Sialbari in Rupna-
gar, police and hospital sources

said,

The motive behind the

killing could not be known

Pallabi police
said Nizam had been serving as
one of their informers but could
not give further details.

e gang stabbed Nizam in-
discriminately at Road No 11 at
Ru naﬁar at about 5 pm.

ith critical stab wounds in
his throat. chest and abdomen
Nizam was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
the attending doctors declared
him dead at about 6 pm.

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue for autopsy. None was
arrested or no case was filed in
this connection with police till
filing of this report last night.

CBA leader

beaten up

NARSINGDI. Nov 3: An Ali-
jan Jute Mills CBA leader was
critically injured when he was
attacked by a group of miscre-
ants on his way to mills yester-
day, reports BSE

He was rushed to the Pangu
Hospital in Dhaka.

Police and family sources
said, the miscreants num
about seven to eight, attack
Abdul Hye, 50, when he was go-
ing to the mills from his house
in a rickshaw in the morning.
The miscreants beat him merci-
lessly.,

JP (M-M) to take
part in all polls

Jatiya Party (Mizan-Monju)
has decided to participate in all
by-polls and city corporation
elections. a p press release
said in the city yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

The JP has invited applica-

tions from intending candi-
dates to contest the by- in
the vacant seats of Rajshahi-5,

Sirajganj-7 and Kishoregani-1
constituencies.

The candidates should col-
lect application forms from its
central office at Lalmatia in the
city.

- "The parliamentary board of
the party will interview the
candidates at 7 pm on Novem-
ber 8." the release added.

Meanwhile, the JP has also
decided to participate in the
Khuina, Rajshahi and Chit-

tagong city corporation elec-
tions.

16 miscreants
held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 3: Chi-
ttagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) arrested 16 miscreants.
including an alleged terrorist
from difierent areas of the city
today, reports BSS.

Panchlaish police arrested
Pulak Biswas. 23, from
Sulakbahar last night. He was
wanted in five criminal cases,
police said.

The 15 other accused were
arrested from different areas of
the city. They were arrested in
criminal cases filed with differ-
Entdthanas in the city, police
said.

Dacoity in®

city house

By Staff Correspondent
Dacoits took away gold or-
naments, cash and other valu-
ables worth about Tk 1.66 lakh
from a house in the city's Free
School Street under Dhan-
mondi thana in the early hours
of yesterday,
A gang of about four robbers
i{z’t inside the residence of one
ul Kalam Azad at about 2:30
am yesterday, and looted gold
ornaments and other valuables
at gunpoint, police said.
None, however, was arrested
in this connection till last

night. Abul Kalam Azad ﬁilpql_
c;gse with police in this r&gfa.rg

yesterday.
Cancel election
schedules for 3
city corpns: GF

By Staff Correspondent

The Gano Forum has de-
manded immediate cancella-
tion of the election schedules
for the three city corporations
and urged the Election
Commission to re-schedule the
polling date after consulation
with all political parties.

The demand was raised at a
discussion mee of the party
on the Jail Killing Day yester-
day, says a press release. Gano
Forum presidium member
Pankaj Bhattacharya presided
over the meeting.

Ctg BIT classes
from Nov 14

CHITTAGONG, Nov 3: The
classes of the first (session
1998-99) of Bangladesh Ins-
titute of Technology (BIT) here
will now begin on November 14
instead of November 7. a BIT
press release said here today,

reports BSS.

BE WITH PARJATAN & EXPLORE

THE GLORY OF GOLDEN BENGAL !

Date of the tour

Starting Place
& Time

Tour Price

Services

(Near Bijoy Sarani)

Parjatan offers trip to ancient capital of
Bengal - Sonargaon/place of national pride and
glory - Savar in every Saturday.

. Every Saturday from 13th
November '99

- Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
at 9.00 AM

. Tk. 300.00 per person
Tk. 200.00 for minor & students
(subject to presentation of ID

card)

. A/C transport, Snacks. Entrance.
Lunch, Guide and parking.

For Tickets please contact :
Tours Division (Head office) : 8118658, 327842

Tourist Information Centre

Head Office

Dhaka Sheraton : 509479, 8613391/8566

‘Efuc BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION

- 8119192
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