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The lone
survivor

NEW YORK, Nov 1: The only
passenger who got off the
doomed EgyptAir Flight 980
here before it crashed oif the US
easl coast early Sunday was a
grief counsellor who specialised
in helping families struck by
catastrophes, reports AFP.

Edward McLaughlin, vice-
president of the Family Enter-
prise Institute, appeared at a
news conference here at the New
York Port Authority (NYPA)
following the crash that killed

217.

But none of the journalists
in the rocm knew at the time
that he was the mysterious
"44th passenger” that had
boarded the t in Lns Ange-
les. only to disembark in New
York instead of continuing on
to Cairo.

Under contract to EgyptAir,
McLaughlin was considered an
airline employee and it was
thus possible for him to get off
the international flight here,
something forbidden to ordi-

nary passengers.

| He was quickly identified
and questioned by investiga-
tors, who just as quickly ruled
him out as a suspect.

Hope for survivors fades

NEWPORT, Rhode Island,
Nov 1: With hopes of finding
survivors all but gone,
searchers were to resume the

task Monday of gathering

the remains of an EgyptAir Boe-
ing 767 that plunged into the
Atlantic with 217 people
aboard, reports AFP.

Authorities sought to de-
termine whether foul play
caused the tragedy, which saw
the Cairo-bound aircraft
plummet into the ocean just 33
minutes after taking off from
New York, according to officials
who cited radar reports.

As night fell over the crash

scene off the US east coast, offi-
cials scaled back what the
were still calling a search-and-
rescue operation.
- So far, those efforts have
only yielded one body, some
human remains and sundry
wreckage from the debris field
roughly 100 km southeast of
Nantucket Island, Mas-
sachusetts.

"We found a wheel, life rafts
that were partially inflated,
portions of seats, clothing and

EgyptAir crash

some paperwork includin
Rlauapurta." Rear Admira
chard Larrabee of the US
Coast Guard told a Boston press
conference,
The cause of the disaster,
which occurred in clear weather

after the left New York's
John F. airport at 1:19
a.m. (0619 G ., was unknown

said Jim Hall, chairman of the
National Transportation
Safety Board which coordinates
crash investigations.

"We will undoubtedly hear

'many reports on what might

have caused the crash of flight
990. All of those reports will be
speculative. We do not know at
this point what caused the
crash,” he told a Washington
news conference.

Search efforts were to be
"downgraded” by nightfall, with
helicopters and aircraft to be
"pulled back," leaving only four
naval vessels at the site, he
said.

In Washington, US Trans-
ortation Secreta Rodney
later said federal officials

would provide any assistance

needed in the recovery effort.

Among the assistance pro-
vided by authorities is the 112
Navy ship USS Grapgle,
equipped with highly sophisti-
cated sonar, which left its base
in Norfolk, Virginia for the At-
lantic Ocean wreck site.

The G le could prove crit-
ical in locating the wreckage
which is believed to be sub-
merged in 65-80 meters (200-
250 of water,

Former US Navy diver Bren-
dan Mu:-Shy said recovery ef-
forts would be slow and ardu-
ous. "The cold and the depth of
the waters will hamper the ef-
fort," he said.

The plane was carrying 197
adult passengers, two children
not occu seats, 15 crew on
duty and three off duty when
Flight 990 vanished from radar
screens.

Last contact with the pilots
was at 1:47 a.m. -- 28 minutes
into the flight -- and was "rou-
tine," Hall said.
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scent from 33,000 feet (some
11,000 meters) at about 1:50
a.m.," Hall said.

"The last radar contact in
which the aeroplane provided
altitude data was about 36 sec-
onds later. At that time the
acrngéan: had descended to
19,100 feet (5,800 meters) -- a
very rapid descent, approxi-
mately 23.200 feet (7, 8 me-
ters) per minute."

Two minutes later the plane
disappeared, Hall said.

i Eﬁptjan Transport Minis-
ter Ibrahim al-Dumeiri said
129 US national= and 62
.« "ere among tiose aboard.
corly -eports said there were
also two Sudanese, three Syri-
ans, and one Chilean.

Meanwhile, experts were
studying radar information to
determine whether the plane
had broken up before hitting
the water.

Fox News, citing Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)
officials, reported that the air-
liner may have exploded in
mid-air. "We may have infor-
mation on that later," said Hall.

ett, Massachusetts.

A woman is consoled just before a memorial service
Sunday at the Islamic Center of Long Island
mosque lost their parents on
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: for passengers of EgyptAir flight 990 on
in Westbury, New York. Two families in the

the flight that crashed into the Atlantic Ocean off Nantuck-

— AFP photo

Fresh fighting
kills 63 in
Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, Nov 1: Govern-
ment forces and Tamil Tiger
errillas clashed in northern
ri Lanka, leaving at least 63
killed on both sides, defence of-
ficials here said today, reports
AFP. e
Security forces killed -at
least 35 members of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) for the loss of 28 gov-
ernment troops in fresh fight-
ing near the town of Periya-
madu over the weekend, a min-

d
istry spékesman said.

u¥he fighting came as Tiger
rebels identifled 27 of their
cadres killed by government
forces in another confrontation
near the village of Ampaka-
mam on Friday.

The LTTE said over their
clandestine Voice of Tigers ra-
dio Sunday that they had lost
27 of their fighters in the Wanni
region on Friday but there was
no immediate reaction to the
latest military claims.

. There had been heavy fight-
ing in the north of the country
in recent days, with both sides
stepping up attacks ahead of
full monsoon rains.

Rajiv killers
appeal for

i MEICY,.,

NEW DELHI, Nov 1: Barely a
week before the noose hangs
around the necks of the four
condemned prisoners in the
Rajiv assassination case, a se-
nior advocate has filed a mercy
geulinn before President KR

arayanan requesting him to
use his constitutional powers to
commute their death sentences,
reports PTI,

Highlighting the case of the
lone woman prisoner Nalini,
Advocate BL Wadhera in his
mercy petition said even one of
the judges of the three-judge

bench ol the supreme court,
which confirmed their death
sentences. had commuted the
capital punishment awarded to
her to life imprisonment.
Quutin$ Justice Thomas,
who had f[elt that Nalini de-
served Lo be awarded life im-
prisonment, the petition said it
could not be overlooked that
she is a mother of a little female
child who could not have expe-
rienced maternal cuddling as
that little one was born in cap-

lIvi:g,..

adhera said the case of
Nalini. an Indian Tamil. was
distinguishable from the other
three, her husband Murugan,
suthenthiraja and Perarivalan
who were Sri Lankan Tamils
who came to India to assist the
crack team sent by LTTE
supremo Prabhakaran to as-
sassinate Rajiv.

Jakarta opens
talks with
Aceh rebels

JAKARTA, Nov 1: Indonesia
has launched n tions with
a separatist rebel group in
strife-torn Aceh in an attempt
to bring peace to the region, a

overnment minister said to-
ay, reports AP.

Attorney-general Marzuki
Darusman said the government
had opened top-level discus-
sions with the rebel group, the

Frf:tld ﬁmh Movement, and
wWou o eve necessary
to halt a decade of violence that

has left more than 2,000 people
dead and 150,000 displaced.
“The situation in Aceh is
very serious but | believe we can
bring peace to the region,” he

Darusman declined to elabo-
ﬁm uu:llcwh:n and where talks
rebels were con-

being

Insurgents have intensified
their campaign for indepen-
dence during the past year.
Their leaders said WEre en-
couraged by the international
community’'s willingness to
support an in ence refer-
endum for East Timor.

Marzuki said President Ab-
durrahman Wahid had ordered
a full investigation into the al-

of more than 50
civilians by the military in

Ju]g.n

Saturday, a government-
fact finding team accused In-
donesian soldiers of shooting
dead 51 unarmed people from

the vill of Beutong Ateuh in
wesl Aceh, some 2, kilome-
tres (1.250 miles) northwest of
Jakarta.

Pak military regime launches

diplomatic initiative
EU delegation in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Nov 1: A spe-
cial Pakistani envoy has left on
a tour of major world capitals
in a diplomatic offensive by the
military regime to explain the
circumstances leading to last
month's coup, official sources
said today, reports AFP,

Sahibzada Yaqub Khan, a
former foreign minister who
also served in key diplomatic
posts after his retirement as an
army general in the early
1970s, left late Sunday for
France, they said.

His tour will take him to
different capitals includin
Washington, Beijing an
Tokyo, they said.

It is the first diplomatic ini-
tiative by military ruler Gen-

eral Pervez Musharraf follow-
ing the October 12 ouster of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, a
change that drew broad-based
sup

rt at home.
e sources said Khan would

explain the reasons behind the
army action, which has
sparked international criti-
cism and calls for early restora-
tion of the nascent democratic
process in Pakistan.

Musharraf, who said the
army was compelled to inter-
vene because of a crumblin
economy and institutional col-
lapse, has set a reform agenda
to lay the ground for returning
the country to what he calléd a
‘true” democracy.

He has. however, not fixed a
timeframe on how long it will
take him to hold elections.

The military ruler has sus-
pended the constitution, the
parliament and provincial as-
semblies, appointing a national
security council macﬁ: up of mil-
itary brass and civilians to aid
and advise him.

Meanwhile, a three-member
European Union fact-finding
mission arrived here today to

BRIFKRY

Gunman kills Brazilian mayors e

mayor ol a southern Brazilian town was shot to déath by an
unidentified gunman late on Saturday, a city hall spokesman
said on Sunday, Reuters reports from Sao Paulo.

Dorcelina

orlador, 37, was killed at her home in the town

of Mundo Novo near the border with Paraguay in front of her
husband and small daughter. "The killers made eight shots and
hit her six times.” the spckesman told Reuters. He said the
killing could have been connected to Forlador's fight against

corruption in the town.

Fireworks explode at Cairo ai

Fireworks exploded early Monday in the luggage of six

Sudanese at

ro's airport, creating panic, airport security

services said, AFP reports from Cairo.

The
and horror as distrau
aboard EgyptAir Fli

airport had earlier echoed with the screams of hysteria
ght relatives learned their loved ones were
ght 990, which crashed into the Atlantic off

the east coast of the United States.

freed British human righ
Monday after granting

M;'anmar ﬁ'ees HR HCtiViSt' Myanmar

ts campaigner Rachel Goldwyn
her clemency, diplomats and

government officials told AFP in Yangon,

Goldwyn

was arrested after singing a pro-democracy song in

a Yangon marketplace on September 7, convicted of sedition 11
days later and sentenced to seven years. British officials have

been makin
Goldwyn

strenuous behind-the-scenes efforts to win
's release since her arrest, a strategy described by a

diplomat here Monday as "quiet diplomacy."

Hackers break in to AP Web site:

Hackerscgained access to the corporate Web site of The

Associat

Press and displayed

a Halloween greeting with a

poem by Edgar Allan Poe, AP reports from New York.

The pﬁe placed on the AP site Sunday carried the name of
the "United Loan Gunmen." That name has appeared on break-
ins at six other sites since August, including those of three
media outlets, the Drud§: Report, C-Span and ABC. The group

also claimed responsibi

unaffected.

ity for hacking a site for Nasdag and
the American Stock Exchange. ﬂFg .

news operations were

US President Bill Clinton (L) is welcomed by Norwegian
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik (R) at Oslo's
Garde!-muen airport early yesterday. Clinton arrived for a
summit with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak aimed at re-launching the

Middle East peace process.

— AFP photo

assess the situation in the coun-
try after last month's mili
takeover in Pakistan, officials
said. :

The team, led by Finland's
Secret of State for Foreign
Affairs Jukka Valtasaari, will
meet military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf and govern-
ment officials during the two-
day visit, they said.

Diplomatic sources said Val-
tassari would gather facts on
the situation in Pakistan fol-
lowing the October 12 coup that
ousted the elected government
of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif.

The delegation will also de-
termine the impact of the
change in Pakistan on regional
stability in South Asia.

On return the mission will
report to the EU ahead of a
meeting of its foreign ministers
in Luxembourg later this month
which is expected to discuss fu-

ture ties with Pakistan.

The delegation includes
Kimmo Pulkinen, a senior
Finnish foreign ministry offi-
cial, and Roland Zinzius, prin-
cipal administrator at the EU
council.

Valtassari and his compan-
ions went into a session with
newly appointed Pakistani for-
eign minister Abdus Sattar
soon after their arrival, offi-
cials said.

They will also meet repre-
sentatives of international fi-
nancial institutions in Islam-
abad and call on General
Musharraf on Tuesday.

A similar assessment mis-
sion from the British-led
Commonwealth visited Pak-
istan last week.

Both the EU and the Com-
monwealth, which has sus-
pended Pakistan from its meet-
ings, have urged Pakistan's
early return to democracy.

Taiwan plans to raise

=

“miitary spending

TAIPEI, Nov 1: Taiwan De-
fence Minister Tang Fei said to-
day military diture would
be raised by 40 billion Taiwan
dollars (1.26 billion US) for the
next fiscal year to cope with a
perceived growing threat from
rival China, reports AFP.

With the increase, the Na-
tionalist island's military out-
lay would amount to 300 billion
Taiwan dollars (9.45 billion
US), Tang said in reply to
queries raised at the parlia-
ment.

"Hopefully the
spending would make up for

ee percent of the %mss do-

mestic product in the year
2001." said.
He gave priority to beefing up

of electronics warfare and anti-
missile capability over tradi-
tional forces.

Given China's mounting
threat, the military budget
should have run higher if there
were not the devasta earth-
quake on September 21, which
killed more than 2,400 people
and left 100,000 people tem-
porarily homeless, ]l{ang said.

Rehabilitation plans would
cost the government tens of bil-
lion US dollars.

"According to foreign ex-
?erts' estimates, the military
orces of the Chinese commu-
nists are expected to rise to the
level enabling them to use force
against Taiwan from 2005 on,"
Tang said.

military

Following provocative
comments by Taiwan President
Lee Teng-hui in July, in which
he said relations with China
should be on a state to state ba-
sis, Taipei-Beijing ties hit the
lowest level since 1996 after the
People's Liberation Army
lobbed ballistic missiles into
the shipping lanes off Taiwan
to scare the island's first direct
presidential elections.

Jiang starts
Saudi Arabia
VISit

DUBAI, Nov 1: China's Pres-
ident Jiang Zemin arrived in
Saudi Arabia yesterday on the
first visit to the oil-rich king-
dom by a Chinese head of state
since diplomatic relations were
established, reports Reuters.

The Saudi Press Agency said
Jiang was met in Riyadh at the
start of the four-day official
visit by King Fahd and Crown
Prince Abdullah.

He is scheduled to hold talks
with King Fahd and Crown
Prince Abdullah, who diplo-
mats say has been increasingly
managing day-to-day affairs in
the kingdom.

Jiang arrived from Algeria
on a six-nation tour which has

also taken him to Britain,
France, Portugal and Morocco,

Food riots break out in

cyclone-ravaged Orissa

India struggles with relief efforts

BHUBANESHWAR, India,
Nov 1: Food riots were reported
today in the Indian state of
Orissa following a powerful cy-
clone which is feared to have.
killed thousands and left mil-
lions homeless, reports AFP.

Official sources reported an
acute scarcity of foodgrains in
Orissa, three days after the
killer cyclone -- packing winds
up to 260 km per hour (160
miles per hour) -- devastated the
state’s eastern coast,

Authorities said food trucks
had been stopped and looted in
several areas, including the
state capital Bhubaneshwar,
where about 200,000 people
have been left homeless.

Tens of thousands of people
have been camping out on ele-
vated sections of the main na-
tional highway after their vil-
lages were submerged.

Relief officials said their
main concerns were providin
food and drinking water ang
preventing any outbreak of dis-
ease.

The army has fanned out
across the state with emergency
supplies, while food packets are

. being. air drapped by plane and

helicopter.

Meanwhile, India was still
struggling to get relief opera-
tions off the ground today, three
days after a powerful cyclone
devastated its eastern coast,
leaving thousands feared dead
and millions homeless.

The worst-affected areas of
Orissa state, including the capi-
tal Bhubaneshwar, remained
almost entirely cut-off from the
rest of the country, after the cy-
clone decimated telecommuni-
cation and transport links.

The [irst batch of 5,000 army
troops began arriving Sunday.
but with road and rail links
snapped across the state, air-
drops were the only recourse
left for relief workers.

Unofficial reports have put
the number of dead at more
than 3,000, but the state author-
ities say it will be days before
an accurate estimate of casual-
ties can be made.

Millions have been left
homeless, especially in coastal
low-lying areas which were
submerged as the cyclone, pack-
ing winds of up to 260 km per
hour (160 mph) and whipping
up tidal waves, hit the Orissa
coast around midday Friday.

"Most places are still totally
inaccessible due to road
blocks," Chief Minister Girid-
har Gamang told AFP.

"But the air force has sup-
plied us with some larger heli-
copters, so we hope relief opera-
tions can get properly under-
way."

State meteorologists said the

cyclone had dissipated into a
maljnr depression which was
still carrying windspeeds of
70kmh (45 mph) and heavy
rains that were further hamper-
ing relief efforts.

Train passengers who had
been stranded on the line dur-
ing the height of the cyclone
spoke of their harrowing ordeal
alter finally turning back to
nejghbouring West Bengal,

"We never thought we would

returm alive from this disaster "

passenger Nababarata Pal, 40,
told the Asian Age newspaper.
"At its height, we felt that the
train would be overturned,” said
Pal who. along with several
hundred fellow passengers, had
been forced to wait out the
storm aboard their stationary
express train for 48 hours.
Orissa Revenue Minister Ja-
gannath Patnaik said an esti-
mated 15 million people -- or
close to half the state popula-

i
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tion of 35 million -- had been
affected by the storm, with up to
five million residences de-
stroyed.

Tens of thousands of home-
less people have been camping
cout on elevated sections of the
main national highway, after
their villages were submerged.

Relief officials said their
main corncerns were providin
tood and drinking water an
preventing any outbreak of dis-
CASEe.

In this kind of situation,
with many people still cut off
after losing their homes, the re-
lief needs are very pressing.”
said Patrick Fuller nIPthe [nter-
national Federdtion of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Soci-
eties (IFRC).

Two IFRC teams were due to
fly in to Bhubaneshwar Monda
to carry out amr aerial an
logistical survey of the affected
reglons.
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A young girl wades tﬁrnugh ﬂlnﬂd

waters as she g ﬁut

looking for drinking water Sunday near Balasore in
Orissa, as river waters flooded her village due to the

cyclone.

— AFP photo

ME peace leaders in Oslo

to remove hurdles

mdt:uSLD. Nov 1: Leaders of ttl-lnf
¢ Ehst peace process gath-
ered here today to commemo-
rale slain Israeli premier
Yitzhak Rabin and give a fresh

to the plan he craft
or reso the Israeli-Pales-
tinian dispute, AFP

US President Bill Clinton,
who arrived before dawn at a
military airport outstde the
Norwegian capital, said he was
hopeful substantive progress
would be made in two days of
meetings here with Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
and Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat.

He said he believed Barak
and Arafat were committed to
the peace process, which
in earnest in Oslo in 1993 er
secret Israeli-Palestinian nego-
tiations there, but acknowl-
edged that "the really difficult
decisions lie ahead.”

Those decisions, among the
so-called final status issues, in-
clude final borders of a Pales-
tinian state, the t of return
for Palestinian refugees, the
status of Jerusalem and the fu-
ture of Jewish settlements on
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Israel and the Palestinians

have to begin "final sta-
tus” on November 7 with a
view to reachi a framework

agreement on these issues by
February 15 next year.
Russian Prime Minister

Vladimir Putin, along with rep-
resentatives of the European
Union and several Arab states,
was also to take part in the
flurry of meetings prior to a
three-way Clinton-Barak-
Arafat session on Tuesday.
Security was tight in much
of central Oslo: heavily-armed
police sealed of roads surround-
ing the hotels where the leaders
were being lodged and heli-

Opposition captures
Taliban-held area

ISLAMABAD, Nov 1: Afghan
tion forces today flushed

out the ruling Taliban militia
from an important district in
s havy Bghting. e Afehan
ea , the an
lalamichreu (AIP) reported,

says AFP,

It said S Charak district
fell after five hours of ﬂg:lti!nlg
ﬂ -

which erupted overni
by the

1 a rmassive atta
e was |
it said 1tmglthu'.- rm fnn::::.
used heavy artillery and rock-
ets. At least nine ple were
killed on both sides, it said

without details.
The Pakistan based news
service said u_!:lghu was nnulg
0 on in the nearby pass o

Eaﬁ Gosfandi.

copters patrolled the city from

The summit was organized
by Norway nri%lna.!ly as a sym-
bolic gesture to commemorate
the life and death of Rabin,

ed down on November 4,
995 in Tel Aviv by an Israeli
extremist opposed to peace
agreements with the Palestini-
ans.
But it took on greater if-
fcance when the Pales
and Israelis agreed last week to
et serious about negoti on
nal status issues and when
Clinton agreed to come to Oslo
to help shepherd the talks.

Despite potential for con-
crete progress however all glr—
ties to nge F?ll;lr ?m:

one out o way a

own expectations and Ba.praK
has made clear he real
decisions to be taken in the di-
rect Israeli-Palestinian talks in
Jerusalem. .

Palestinian and other Arab
officials have called on the
United States to take a t er
stand against Jewish settle-
ments in the Gaza Strip and the
Ecstdﬂank ;L;'lcé'ltaﬁ also said

o not any concrete
br:yak in ﬂulu}'

"l don't think that we have
time here to negotiate the
framework for the final status
talks,” Abu Mazen, the second-
h;gheat—ranking Palestinian
official, told AFP on Sunday.

Russia opens corridor
for Chechen refugees

MOSCOW, Nov l: Russia
opened a corridor for trapped
refugees to flee breakaway
Chechnya this morning, Itar-
Tass news agency reported, says
Reuters.

Russia had shut the corridor
last month, de?’pllc calls from
international aid agencies to let
the refugees pass. Nearly
190,000 people have fled Rus-
sian air strikes and shelling of

the rebel region since fighting
began in September.

A Reuters correspondent on
the border confirmed that the
frontier had been opened to
refugees trying to re-enter
Chechnya, and a first bus al-
lowed to pass into the rebel re-
gion from neighbouring In-
gushetia. province. [t was not
clear whether refugees would
also be allowed to cross in the
other direction.

Huge crowds of Chechens
were lined up outside the bor-
der. many of whom had left
relatives behind and were hop-
ing to return to Chechnya to
search for them. A large contin-
gent of police tried to maintain
order at the frontier in freezing
rain.

"Praise be to God." said one
woman whose mother had been
left behind in Chechnya when
she heard that people would be
permitted to return to look for
relatives.

had

Russian officials

romised to open the border
ast week but delayed the open-
ing while heavy shelling and
bombing of villages near the
[rontier was underway.

Russian NTV television
showed long queues of cars
filled with refugees waiting on
both sides of the border. Rus-
sian soldiers standing in front
of barbed-wire barricades
blocked the path into In-
gushetia.

Shevardnadze
claims victory
in polls

TBILISI. Nov 1: Georgian
President Eduard Shevard-
nadze said today that his Citl-
zens Union of Georgia party had
captured a majority in the
country's hotly disputed par-
lilamentary elections, reports
AFP.

With around a third of the
ballots counted in Sunday's
vote, CUG held a commanding
lead of 44.5 percent to 22.8 per-
cent over its main rival, the
Revival of Georgia bloc, headed
h‘\; regional strongman Aslan
Abashidze.

"Preliminary results show
that this is a convin vict
for Citizens Union,” Shevard-
nadze said in a radio address.




