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Identit-y be—f}irth or by C

NE of the most frequently

cited phrases uttered b

John F. Kennedy was “ic
bin ein Berliner,” on the
occasion of his 1961 visit to the
city which had been recently
divided by an East German
wall, "l am a Berliner.” he said
to the tumultuous acclaim of
his audience there as well as in
the whole world. An act of
solidarity and perhaps even of
courage was imparted to him,
that a man so removed from the
difficulties of living in a
tortured city should say that he
too felt that he shared its
citizens' agonized fate.

No one questioned his right
to do that, or to say that he
hadn’t lived in Germany long
enough. Similarly when the re-
bellious Paris students in 1968
proclaimed loudly that "nous
sommes tous des juifs.” (we are
all Jews) as a way of expressing
their solidarity with the Jews
who had been deported and ex-
terminated by the Nazis, no one
that | remember argued with
their right to do so, or criticised
them for taking on another
identity for the moral purpose
of accepting and assuming the
sufferings of fellow-humans.

So it -has been with many

people throughout the world —
including those in Arab coun-
tries — whose feelings of com-
passion and moral solidarity
with Israel's Palestinian vic-
tims has caused them in effect
to choose to become Pales-
tinian. The late Egbal Ahmad,
Indian by birth, Pakistani by
nationality, always referred to
himself as one of "us”, a Pales-
tinian by choice if not by birth.

Yet so distorted and repre-
hensible has public discourse
become about the Middle East,
so influenced by Western Zion-
ists, that even to admit to beij
a Palestinian by birth has long
carried the stigma of delin-
quency and even criminality. |
recall quite clearly in my own
case that when | had completed
my first university degree and
had begun study for my PhD,
when asked | would identify
myself as an Arab quite con-
sciously, that is, purposely
avoiding the problems of ex-
g}'?.ljmn that I was really Pales-

an, from Jerusalem, and so
on.

It is, I willingly concede, to
the everlasting credit of the PLO
in the years between 1968 and
1982 that its emergence made it
possible for all Palestinians to
identify themselves as belong-
ing to one people. in effect a na-
tion, albeit one in exile and dis-
possessed. And during the in-
tifada that sense of proudly be-
longing to an identity bravely
fighting for its own preserva-
tion st efforts made to ex-
tinguish or deny it spread ev-
erywhere.

In Prague resistance to one-
party rule was often visibly in
evidence on the intifada T-
shirts worn by young demon-
strators. That was also true in
South Africa during the last
days of apartheid in 1990-91: to
be a Palestinian in revolt

@BAL Ansari Khan, nick-
named Henry, was the first
among three children of late
Ali Amjad Khan - who was
elected to Pakistan National
Assembly in 1964 - and Anwara
Khatoon, the first Bengali
Muslim woman member of the
Bengal Legislative Assembly
elected in 1946. She was re-
elected in 1954. Born on 25
December, 1934 in a highl
educated family with ric
political background, Henry
saw politics at an early age
from very close quarters and
naturally got hooked to it. It
was in his nature to lead from
the front and soon became a
student leader by his own merit.
A young man of courage and
conviction, he took active
in the movement of class IV
Employees of the Eden
Buildings (Provincial Secre-
tariat) in 1948 and was arrested
and later jailed. It was a ba
tism in politics for Henry as
came back with renewed vigour
and led the first batch of the
students of Dhaka University
on the streets in violation of
Section 144 imposed by the
r:l;vinclal gnveran ent on 21
ebruary, 1952. He was again
picked up by police and thrown
into jail.
The seeds of a new political
arty named Awami Muslim
ﬂagu: were sown in their old-
town residence at Khaje Dewan
(Bakshibazar) when stalwarts
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani, H S Suhrawardy,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
others met and agreed to form a
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by Edward Said

This is not merely a geographical wish or demand. It
is at least five things more. It is the right to have one's .
own abode. It is the right to remain there. It is the
right to repatriation. It is the right to compensation
and restitution. It is the collective right of association
(we want to be Palestinian where we want to be) and
of residence. It is the right to coexist on an equal
Jooting with Israeli Jews.

against Israeli occupation sol-
diers was in effect to give
greater depth and meaning to
the struggle against racial dis-
crimination. "

It is surely one of the ironies
of history that the Palestinian
people’s atest historical en-
emér — the Zionist movement
and its more militant ideolo-

sts — was energized precisely

y the same idea. that one can
strongly assume one's identity
as a Jew rather than quietl
submit to assimilation as a Pol-
ish, Russian, American or
British citizen,

Most histories of Zionism
show that for the movement's
organizers the greatest problem
was to persuade Jews in the di-
aspora that their identity as
Jews by birth was not enough:
they had to take on the addi-
tional national identity
‘Teturning” to Zion for their na-
tal origins to fulfil themselves.
And so it has been recently with
Palestinians who for years af-
ter 1948 were subsumed
(willingly as well as unwill-
ingly) into the melting-pot of
whatever country they resided
in, until, given an opportunity
to take on the choice of being a
Palestinian for purposes of po-
litical struggle, they did so in
the years since 1970.
~ This does not contradict
Rashid Khalidi's thesis in his
recent book on Palestinian
identity where he argues that
one can discern a distinct na-
tional Palestinian identity that
goes back well back in history
through the culture, civil soci-
ety, and political rhetoric. The
point to be made in addition is
that identity by choice is a po-
litical commitment to be Pales-
tinian as an active commit-
ment not just to the establish-
ment of a separate state, but to
the more significant cause of
ending injustice and liberating
Palestinians into a new secular
identity able to take its place
within contemporary history.

The pressures against mak-
ing that choice today are in-
cr:asln%hun an hnurlér basis.
One of the principal objectives
of the Oslo process so eagerl

embraced by the US and Israel -

is a paradoxical one since it
implicitly accepts (and then
annuls) the notion that Pales-
tinian identity is in principle
an identity based on more than
narrow nationalist grounds.

To look back at recent his-
tory is to note that thro t
the seventies and eighties being
Palestinian meant being in the
forefront of several libera-
tionist struggles, not the least of
which were those that went far

of Jews -

beyond the Arab world, in
laces like South Africa, Latin
erica, Ireland and elsewhere

in Europe, as well as Asia.

| can testify to this in a re-
cent encounter with a Maori
intellectual from New Zealand,
who came up to me after a lec-
ture and proceeded to inform
me in detail how much the
struggle for Palestinian rights
has meant for the Maori
movement for at least three
decades. | have encountered the
same enthusiasm in places like
India, Korea and Ireland, by no
means among extremists but
rather in the writings and prac-
tice of civil libertarians, secu-
larists, women's groups, for
whom the very idea of Pales-
tinian identity signified far
more than a simple ethnic na-,
tionalism. It meant acting
aEajnst the forces of religious
obscurantism, gender discrim-
ination, economic inequality
and the like.

Clearly the potency of this
Palestinian identity was be-
hind the 1982 Israeli invasion
of Lebanon during which Ariel
Sharon's aim was scarcely as
limited as just destroying the
PLO's negligible military
threat. Recall how one of the
first things his troops did when
they entered West Beirut in
September of that year was to
steal the PLO Research Centre's
archives, a symbol of what in
effect Palestinian identity had
become in terms of sheer intel-
lectual and moral potency.

Oslo was designed in part to
break the back of this larger no-
tion of identity, to drive Pales-
tinians back into their Gaza
and West Bank towns, villages,
clans where they could be encir-
cled, confined, cut down ‘to size
both by Israel and the US on the
one hand and, most
lamentably, by their own na-
tional authority. That effort
and aspect of Oslo has suc-
ceeded, but the centre of atten--
tion has now shifted to the 4.5
million Palestinians who still
remain in exile, and whose per-
sistent stubbornness in ex-
pressing their identity by
choice is symbolized by the
right of return they continue to
maintain.

This is not merely a gio-
graphical wish or demand. It is
at least five things more. It is
the right to have one's own
abode. It is the right to remain
there. It is the right to repatria-
tion. It is the right to compensa-
tlon and restitution. It is the
collective right of association
(we want to be Palestinian
where we want to be) and of res-
idence. It is the right to coexist
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new in 1948. In the words
of former AL leader Ataur
Rahman Khan: In fact Awami
League was born in that house.

Henry's father Ali Amjad Khan
was the founder Vice- dent
of the new party which later
dropped the word 'Muslim' to
appear sec 3

As a student leader he had
wide influence on the commu-
nity and was involved with
cultural activities as well. He
was the president of Sanskriti
Parishad, the cultural wing of

East Pakistan Students' €
at Dhaka university . He him-
self was a powerful s actor

Enﬂiﬁw;athlnaﬂmtmmmta] in estab-
s e t theatre
in adesh Dramawp Circle in
1956. To prove his worth as a
sportsman, he led the art-
ment of Law cricket team to in-
ter-departmental tournament
and achieved the champi-
onships in 1956. After complet-
ing his masters in Interna-
tional Relations and LL. B. in
1957. he joined the Bar and
soon made his mark as a bril-
liant you lawyer. During
Ayub an's martial law he
joined politics and was elected

as the joint secretary of the Na-
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tional Democratic Front (NDF),
an alliance of political parties
that opposed Ayub's rule in
Pakistan and also the candi-
dature of Ayub Khan in the 1964
gresidcntial elections under

asic Democracy against Fa-
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e

hoice?

FOCUS

on an equal footing with Israeli
Jews.

uite clearly the Palestinian
Authority symbolizes the defeat
and abridgement of most of
these rights. The burden for the
rest of us — and here, | do not
speak only of Palestinians by
birth — is to resist the attempt
to cut us and our ideas down
merely to matters of birth and
actual residence whose final
arbiter is Israel. Thus current
“international” plans to resettle
the vast majority of refugees
include sending them to places
like Iraq. Canada, the US, even
Jordan, as well as pressuring
countries that have large Pales-
tinian communities (eg.
Lebanon) into giving Palestini-
ans citizenship and residence
where they already reside.

Although official Pales-
tinian rhetoric today insists on
the right of return, the Authori-
ty's past ormances on mat-
ters of stated principle does not
provide a convincing precedent.
Besides, Israel's position since
its inception in 1948 has been
flatly to deny Palestinians any-
thing like a right of return
while insisting on the absolute
right of any Jew anywhere both
to "return” and to uncondi-
tional Israeli citizenship.

In such a situation then to
choose Palestinian identity
means in effect to resist what
the final status Oslo negotia-
tions will have to offer. This is
not just a negative thing. It
means insisting on the na-
tional and political rights that
have been denied to us as a peo-
Fle by the British (one mustn't

orget that the Balfour Declara-
tion of 1917 offered Jews politi-
cal rights as a nation whereas it

romised Palestinians only re-
igious and civil rights) and
later by Israel and the US (and,
it would seem, most of the Arab
states). It also means that we
stand firm on the matter of
identity as something more
significant and politically
democratic than mere residence
and subservience to what Israel
offers us.

What we ask for as Pales-
tinians is the right to be citizens

and not just numbers in the |

ultimately losing game being
played by the Oslo participants.
It is worth pointing out
moreover that Israelis will also
be the losers if thi(!IV accept the
narrow-minded and ungenerous
definition of the Palestinians
as a subject ple confined to a
‘homeland” being manipulated
by their government. In a
decade there will be demo-
gr'c:jphic parity between Jews
and Arabs in historical Pales-
tine. Better that we accommo-
date to each other sooner rather

. than later as full members of a

bi-national secular state than
to go on fighting what has been
de-meaningly called a shep-
herd's war between feuding
tribes. To choose that identity

is to make history. Not to

choose is to disappear. |
Courtesy : The Dawn”of Pak-
istan

tima Jinnah,
H took active part in the
War of Liberation and suffered

t;‘l:mtélﬁmimly at the hands of
the Pakistani Army in August’

. 1971 when his house was
raided and he was taken away.

It was an act of providence

‘that he survived the dying days
of the Pakistani military atroci-
ties in Bangladesh.

After the elections of 1973 he
took time off active politics and
ed himself in social work
thrnu%lh Rotary and here also
made his mark as he was soon
elected the Rotary District Gov-
ernor for 1987-88. He turmned out
to be a highly successful Rotary
official in Bangladesh and
abroad and actively took part
in many international confer-
ences and seminars. Apart from
contributi to local journals
he authored three books — two
of which have been highly ac-
claimed by readers. The Third
Eye and the Babri Mosque
drawn attention and make in-
teresting reading. The third

book on jokes was written in
jest.

Henry leaves behind his
wife Munira, herself a social
worker par excellence, son Asif,
a former cricketer of repute,
daughter Alia, a caring and lov-
ing daughter-in-law Li!u and
three wonderful grand c en
— Mehreen, Maisha and Ash-

naad to feel his absence and a’
host of friends and admires to
mourn his death.

by Jim Davis
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Pakistan's military coup spotlights the role of the military iry
countries, where guns and butter

overthrow of Nawaz Sharif's government has differences fron

ILITARY might remains
the ultimate arbiter of
political power in a
number of developing ¢ountries
in the post-Cold War era. as
Pakistan's recent coup
demonstrates. But Pakistan is
different from other nations
that have been subject to
military takeovers within
democratically elected political
systems,
While almost all govern-
ments in Africa, the Middle
East and Asia see elections as

necessary for political legiti-

macy, many still depend on the
support or tolerance of the
armed forces for political
power. _

But the 1990s have seen a
shift in the pattern of military
involvement in politics. Milj-
tary regimes like those in
Myanmar and Pakistan are
now rare. Military interven-
tions driven by political ideol-
ogy. such as the left-wing and
right-wing coups of the Cold
War period, have almost disap-
peared.

In Latin America, recent
military challenges to the civil-
lan authorities in Argentina,
Chile and Brazil have tended to
focus on immunity for offences
committed under past military
regimes, rather than attempt-
ing to overthrow elected gov-
ernments. Even so, few Latin
American governments fee] se-
cure enough to risk antagonis-
ing the military.

Some, such as Chile, fear
civil unrest and reopening old
wounds, as is evidenced in its
opposition to General Augusto
Pinochet's extradition from
Britain to Spain. For others, a
coup remains a real, if dimin-
ishing, possibility.

In March, Venezuelan Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez triggered a
storm of protest when he pro-
Bused lifting a constitutional

an on military involvement in
politics. Chavez himself has
proved such fears are not
groundless: he came to promi-
nence in 1992 when, as a para-
troop commander, he headed a
bloody but unsuccessful coup.

On the whole, the military in
the developing world tends to be
an instrument of power, subor-
dinate to a strong individual or
faction, and u to establish or
maintain an authoritarian
government rather than being a
power in its own right.

Most Middle East govern-
ments rely on military power
rather than popular support.
Several — including Syria, Iraq
and Libya — are headed by for-
mer successful coup plotters

Gareth Jenkins_ writes from Istanbul
pwer from the |,
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@ Many
authoritarian
regimes depend
on military to
retain power, l
including i
most of Arab
world and many g

Peru | African countries; 5

while others, such as Egypt, are
led by men who have worked
their way up though the mili-
tary.

Traditionally, most mili-
tary coups have replaced one
autocratic leader with another
rather than., as in Pakistan,
overthrowing a democratically
elected government.

Coups often appear to enjay
considerable support domesti-
cally, even thn:-ug,ﬁw7 toppling :in
elected government tends to
trigger condemnation in the
West. This is partly attributiable
to opponents of the overthrown
government, such as the: decla-
ration of support for Pakistan's
coup by former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. But the main
reasons tend to be abuses of
power by the elected* govern-
ment. where there is often a
large gap between the theory
and practice of democracy, and
local social attitudes and values
favour authoritarian rule.

Even though rnany leaders
in the West view military inter-
vention and elections as in-
compatible, in many sub-Saha-
ran African countries such in-
compatibilities have virtually
become part of the same politi-
cal process.

e low incidence of demo-
cratic hand-cver of power in
West and Ceritral Africa, for ex-
ample, has made military in-
tervention miore attractive as a
swifter and more effective route
lo governraent — recently
demonstrated in Congo
(formerly Zaire) and Sierra
Leone.

Former military leaders,

such as Liberian Presiclent

Charles Taylor, have 11sed
armed f[orce to seize r and-
then retain control by 'pein
elected as a civilian head o

state. In Nigeria last February,
Olusegun Obasanjo. who 'headed
a military dictatorship 2() years
earlier, won the electioris that
ended 15 years of milita ry rule,

What distinguishe.s Pak-
istan’s coup from recent mili-
tary interventions elsewhere is
that it was conducted by the
r'uilil;.:au'i:'l as an institution
rather than as the power base of
a strong individual.

The coup vsas triggered when
Prime Minister Nawaz !Sharif
tried -dismiss.ing General Pervez
Musharraf. ‘But the underlying
reason was a power struggle
between the military and g&)c
civilian government exacer-
bated by !5harifs decision to’
overrule ttie advice of his gen-
erals and withdraw Pakistani
troops from Indian-adminis-
tered Kashimir after an abortive
incursion.

The miilitary's considerable
public prestige, economic inter-
est and record of ruling the
country for 25 of the last 52
ears gave it considerable in-
ormal influence and virtual
autonorny in security policy.

The closest paraﬁgls are
probably Indonesia and
Turkeyy, whose militaries con-
tinue to exert considerable in-
fluence without, as in Myan-

mar., establishing a full-
blooded military regime.
Indonesia’s military is as-

signed a fixed number of Na-

‘Uoiaal Assembly seats.and the .

Still Bite the Bullet and

the political systems of many developing
s a Gemini News corresp,ondent argues, the
1 other military takeov

IS.

doctrine of dwifungsi (dual
fun ction), which gives it a role
as I he country's defender and as
an agent for social and political
de*selopment, is enshrined in
th 2 constitution. But since Pres-
id ent' Suharto's 1998 resigna-
Uon, the system has begun to
tinravel. Civil and ethnic un-
''est, combined with the na-
tional humiliation of the loss
of East Timor — and interna-
tional disgrace of the army's
complicity in atrocities com-
mitted there by anti-indepen-
dence militias — seem set to
force the military to either
adopt a higher political profile
or subordinate itself to civilian
authorities.

The Turkish military has
adopted a more subtle approach,
exercising its influence through
public and private ressions
of concern when it feels its core
principles, such as secularism
and territorial integrity, are
being infringed. The military's
prestige and the memory of
three coups in the last 40 years
have proved sufficient for
Turkish politicians to comply
with the armed forces' wishes
without the need for even the
implied threat of a military
takeover,

Pakistan's coup is largel
the result of the military's ?Eu]¥
ure to create sufficient prestige
among its own politicians to
prevent Sharif from trying to
call its bluff by announcing
Musharraf's dismissal.

Toppling the civillan gdov-
ernment was probably the ezsy

art for the Pakistani military.

estern powers are still pre-
pared to tolerate authoritarian
rtﬁlmcs. articularly if they are
well-established, but are now
less sympathetic to the toppling
of democratic governments,
however imperfect.

Musharraf's promise to re-
turn the country to democra
has bought him a little time,
even though he has yet to an-
nounce a timetable. But inter-
national patience is likely to be
limited and neither the econ-
omy nor the military, heavily
dependent on imported spare
parts, can afford a long period
of isolation. Pakistan has al-
ready been barred from all
Commonwealth activities.

Musharraf's challenge is to
create a formula for a return to
civilian rule that ensures a
measure of military autonomy:
he must do so before economic
hardship and international
isolation so irreparably dam-

e the armed forces' prestige
that future civilian administra-

- tons will call its bluff again.
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Military Take-over in Pakistan
Was it a Necessity?

by A M M Shahabuddin

The General, howevér, knows well he won't be able
to put the 'crumbling' economy of Pakistan back on
the right track without the goodwill and
cooperation of donor countries and international
lending agencies, like IMF. It all depends to what
extent the military rulers will be accommodating
with the 'ideas' of the Western leaders. Only time
will show which way they move.

n ESPERATE diseases
1ust have desperate
remedies”, so goes the
saying. And Pakistan has been
the constant 'victim' of such
'desperate diseases', thanks to
the ‘over-lordship’ of the Pak-
istani political leaders under
the cloak of democracy. So,
when such disease is diagnosed,
the doctors administers the
most suitable medicine, how-
ever bitter it might be. In Pak-
istan, army ruled for about half
the period of its history since
achieving independence in
1947. And who paved the high-
way for them? It is the 'political
follies' of the politicians who
always played foul with the fate
of the people and used democ-
racy as d@ 'pawn’ in their hands
to serve their purpose. Pak-
istan's history is replete with
such instances since the death
of its founding father M A Jin-
nah and the assassination of its
first Prime Minister. Liaquat
Ali Khan. "Palace intrigues"”
have become the 'bottom-line’ of
politics since them.,
S0 whenever things went
from bad to worse, somebody

-had to step in with a 'strong

hand' for the 'operation’ of the
politicians fighting like 'K-
ilkeny' cats for selfish ends. So
it is one thing to ‘cry out’, at
home and abroad, for 'killing'
of democracy by the army and
something else to look into the
ground realities', in its proper
perspective, and understand
what had prompted such ex-
lreme measures. The coup in
Pakistan by the armed forces,
headed by Army Chief Gen.
Mosharral. is a case in point.

An Apparent Necessity? No
sensible person would agree to
accept army rule as the 'last
word' for a country. As the Pak-
istan cricket-star-turned-
politician Imran Khan has
said. "Whosoever believes in
democrdcy never likes to see the
military Eﬂmin% to power. Butl
the situation here (Pakistan)
was different. It was necessary.
It was their compulsion.” The
comments can't just be dis-
missed as that of an immature
politician. Because it speaks a
lot about the ‘ground reality'.
Had it not been so. there would
have been adverse reaction in
the country. Rather, the Pak-
istanis, in general, have wel-
comed the army action, with a
sigh of relief. The pain in the
neck seems to be gone with the
entry of the 'popular coup' to
bring about discipline in a
chaotic situation there.

Digging Own Political
Grave: It would therefore, not be
wrong to say that Nawaz Sharif
dug his own political grave, Un-
fortunately, he has entered the
‘mouse-trap, that he had set for
others. He now finds himself in
the hot soup of his own making.
He became over-confident, so to
say, with, what he often boasted
of as "the unprecedented man-
date” of two-thirds majority in
the parliament, given by the
people in the last general elec-
tion. He was imbued with the

idea . that with this 'security
(2 |‘§“%

cape unhurt and uncaught with
anything he would to do, and
the lil‘l‘lt‘r-EEWil’l% sycophants.
buzzing around him for honey,
were busy in flattering him.
Virtually "catch me, if you can”
became Sharif's slogan.

Kicks tJ and
Media: Thus equipped with 'un-
precedented power'., Sharif
started behaving like a 'despot’
rather than a 'democrat’, He
stretched his mighty hands to
knock the judiciary, the media
and even the army, to serve his
ends. He successfully removed
Chief Justice Sajriad Ali Shah,
his political rival, then Presi-
dent Leghari, Chief of Army
Staff Gen. Jahangir Karamat
and Naval Chief Monsural Haq,
on flimsy grounds. Former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
took shelter in UK in self exile,
He was alread[:,: looking laerger
than his size when he wanted to
run down the media barons by

icking on the oldest Urdu Jong

roup of Publications and sent
to prison renowned journalists
like Rahmat Shah Afridi, edi-
tor-proprietor of Frontier Post
and Friday Times editor Najam
Sethi, and his colleague Hassan
Hagqaui.

'‘Come via Washington'?
There used to be a ‘Snzpular yoke
in Pakistan (I don't know
whether it is still in use) that "if
you want to stay in Islamabad,
come via Washington". To what
extent it is applicable to Nawaz
Sharif, that he had shown him-
self. When Kargil crisis was at
its peak, Sharif rushed to Wash-
ington at the call (I won't say,
invitation’) of President Clin-
ton who held series of talks
with Sharif to thrash out Kargil

"crisis and Clinton all the time

was ‘on line' with Indian Prime
Minister Bajpayee to brief him
about the 'progress’' in the talks.

Then came the fateful July 4 .

Agreement, which Sharif
signed, literally, under US pres-
sure, agreeing to withdraw all
Pakistan-backed forces from
the Kargil sector on the Indian
side of LOC. The Pakistanis
took it as a great humiliation
and the Army took it as a ‘be-
trayal' as it was not taken into
confidence when the agreement
was signed in Washington. He
went into action, immediately
on return home, to call back the
Pakistan-backed "intruders"
from the Indian soil. But he
tried to placate it as a triumph
for Pakistan as the Kashmir is-

sue had drawn the attention of .

in his hand. he could es-~ 'the international community.

On the other hand. world com-
munity, including 'G-7 group’
had earlier advised Pakistan to
pull back its force to Pakistan
side of the LOC. What a mess he
created! First, he said Pakistan
had nothing to do with what
was going on in Kargil, then
agreed to withdraw its forces.
But, unfortunately the poor fel-.
low, who did so much under or-
ders from ‘high-command’,
could not be saved from the
great fall even by Clinton.

The Last Nail: Again, per-
haps to please his friends (not
masters), Sharif ventured to put
his fingers in hornet's nest
when he directly accused the
Afghan Taliban-trained terror-
ists of fomenting sectarian vio-
lence and killings is Pakistan
and asked Kabul to restrain
them and close down such
training centres. Simultane-
ously, order was issued in Pak-
istan to "monitor" the activities
of some eight to ten thousand
Madrassas which had links
with the Talibans. His cup was
already full and the proverbial
'last drop’' came to over flow the
cup when he hastened to sack
Gen. Mosharraf and appointed
ISI Chief Gen. Ziauddin as
Army Chief. The 'sacked Gen-
eral resurrected’ to sack the
Prime Minister.

Thus Sharif's miscalculated
and haphazard 'running' cost
him the valuable 'wicket’ when
he was ‘run-out’ by Gen.
Mosharraf. (In an earlier arti-
cle, titled, "Pakistan Buckled by
US..." DS 28.7.99, this writer,
inter alia, said: "As resentment
against Sharif's capitulation”
before US pressure in Washing-
ton and the humiliation that he
had brought to his country,
rises in tempo, it is difficult to
say how long he would be at the
‘crease’. And if he is Tun-out’ ...
who will be the next batsman?")

-And it came true sooner than

ted "Let the Pakistani au-
dience watch the ‘game’, till the
next ‘batsman’ comes in. Maybe
later than ted this time,
who knows?
of Action: In his na-
tion-wide televised statement,
after assumption of power as
Chief Exccutivlc, l?im Gener
the ple his piece o
E}a:-:d. telllﬁthcm his agenia
for action. Altho he didn't
mention about the ‘time frame'
for the restoration of democ-

~racy in Pakistan, he said that

‘this was not Martial Law’, it
was 'a part of democracy’, the

&

‘put in abeyance'. freedom of the
press has not been restricted,
judiciary will be running as
usual. The Gen. has promised
that "the armed forces have no
Intention to stay any longer in
charge than is absolutely neces-
sary'. He also pledged to return
to democracy, a 'true one’ and
not a 'sham' or a 'label of
democracy’ which had been is
practice till recent past. The
General has also extended an
olive branch to India announc-
ing an "unilateral military de-
escalation” along the borders
with India, also promising a
"policy of nuclear and missile
restraint.”

The Western leaders in
Washington, Lohdon and Eu-
rope, were not, however happy
for the omission of any ‘time
frame’ for the restoration of
democracy, for which they
unanimously insisted on the
General to announce.

For some reason or other,
the General kept mum on it, for
which, as a punishment, Com-
monwealth, at a meeting of its
‘council of 8, in London, sus-
pended Pakistan's membership
and also barred it from the up-
coming Commonwealth sum-
mit to held in South Africa.
Other punitive actions like
sanctions, stoppage of loans by
IMF and aid-flows from donor
countries, are being imple-
mented perhaps to teach the
army rulers a hard lesson’ for
ignoring the request for a 'time-
rame.’

Only Time will Show: Gen.

Mosharraf and his colleagues
have assumed a great responsi-
bility, by replacing a civilian
overnment, and any lapse or
ailure on their part would be
disastrous for the image of the
army of which he ha;;pens to be
the chief. Perhaps he himself
doesn't know when he would
dismount from the tiger he is
now riding possibly not before
the 'Augean stable' is cleaned
thoroughly, to return to 'true
democracy'.

The General. however,
knows well he won't be able to

ut the 'crumbling’ economy of

akistan back on the right
track without the goodwill and
cooperation of donor countries
an international Ilending
agencies, like IMF. It all de-
pends to what extent the mili-
tary rulets will be accommodat-
ing with the ‘ideas’ of the West-
ern leaders. Only time will
show which way they move.

However. one thing has been
very encouraging, in South
Asian peace context. There was
an alarm of anxiety, particu-
larly in India. with the coming
irito power of the army, about
the rising tension in the region.
The General's ce nﬂ;:r to In-
dia is expected to go a long way
to defuse the tcnﬂgﬁ::]. As voiced
in The Dalily Star editorial
(19.10.99), Gen Musharraf's an-
nouncement of “unilateral
troops de-escalation along the
bo should have a
vibe with India because it comes
from the horse's mouth now.”

The writer is a retired UN of-

constitution has merely been  ficial



