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Dhaka-Ankara

accord to
avold double
taxation

ANKARA. Oct 31;: Bangla-
desh and Turkey today signed
‘an agreement on avoidance of
double taxation to boost
bilateral trade through a broad-
based economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries. reports
UNB.

Foreign Secretary Shafi
Sami and Turkish Under Secre-
tary for Finance Erdogan Oner
inked the accord at the Presi-
dential palace, capping summit
talks between the two countries.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Turkish President
Suleyman Demirel witnessed
the signing ceremony that took
place after a tete-a-tete between
the two heads of state and the
official talks.

At a joint press conference
both the presidents hoped that
the ement would boost bi-
lateral trade and economic co-
operation.

"We have agreed to open a
new vista of cooperation. We
will establish a business coun-
cil to encourage private sector,
enhance trade volume and at-
tract Turkish investment into |
Bangladesh." Shahabuddin told

See Page 11 Col 4

JS goes 1nto
session
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad goes into
its 15th session this morning
with the opposition parties in
parliament calling a dawn-to-
dusk hartal across the mumﬁ;

The Opposition did not take

in the 14th session of par-
iament that lasted 12 days.
There is little possibility of the
Opposition’s return to the
House this time also.

The session beginning at
9:30 this morning is ly to be

a brief one. Today's sitting will
reference on Shams lug

alias Golap Miah, a ruling party
MP from a Kishoreganj con-

stituency, who died last month.

. The JS Business Advisory

Committee has decided that the
See Page 11 Col 2

Vajpayee phones
Hasina

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee last night tele-
phoned Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and thanked her for fe-
licitating him on his assump-
tion of the office of prime min-
ister. reports BSS.

During the telephonic talks
Sheikh Hasina conveyed her
deepest shock and condolences
at the loss of lives and property
in the devastating cyclone that
hit the eastern Indian State of
Orissa.

The Bangladesh prime min-
ister offered all possible help
for the cyclone-hit people of the
affected state.

England A tour

Four-day match
begins today

Sports Reporter

Vice-captain Khaled Mah-
mud has been dropped by the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
from the l4-member
Bangladesh team announced
yesterday for the four-day
match against the visiting
England A. - '

he match. the final en-

counter in the second-string

England side's 19-day tour to
See Page 11 3
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Over 200 feared killed in

EgyptAir Boeing crash

BOSTON. Oct 31: Mare than
200 people aboard an EgyptAir
Boeing 767 were feared dead to-
day alter the Cairo-bound pas-
senger jet disappeared shortly
after taking off from New
York's John F Kennedy airport,
reports AFP.

Wreckage and one body were
located in the Atlantic south of
Nantucket Island. Rear Admi-
ral Richard Larrabee of the US
Coast Guard told a press confer-
ence,

"We have located one body,"
among aircraft seats, seat cush-
ions, life rafts and other small
objects in a "debris field” about
70 kilometres southeast of Nan-
tucket, he said.

EgyptAir flight 990 carrying
214 people — 199 passengers
and 15 crew — took off from JFK
airport around 1:20 am local
time after an unexplained two-
hour delay, according to airport
officials.

It disappeared around 2:00
am or 40 minutes later, accord-
ing to Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) spokesman
Eliot Brenner.

Fox News cited a Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)
official as saying the plane had
exploded in mid-air. Authori-
ties said preliminary investi-
gations had revealed no evi-
dence of sabotage.

An anti-terrorism task force
to investigate the disappearance
was set up in New York,
including New York City police,
the FBI and State Department
officials.

But preliminary investiga-
tions of flight 990 showed no
signs of criminal activity, New
York Port Authority police in-
spector Anthony Infante told a
news conference in New York.

Meanwhile officials reported
that a massive search had been
launched in the waters off
Nantucket, part of the state of
Massachusetts. A Coast Guard
officer said four of its vessels
and a plane were taking part in
search operations.

“There may well be survivors
because the water temperature
is above 1|5 Celsius." Coast
Guard Commander Alan

Thompson told AFP, describing
search conditions as “perfect.”
A total of 129 US nationals
and 62 Egyptians were among
the 197 passengers aboard. ac-
cording to Egyptian Transport
Minister Ibrahim al-Dumeiri.

The plane issued no distress
call before it disappeared,
EgyptAir and the FAA said.

The FAA vigorously denied
that the aircraft had been
forced to make an emergenc
landing on its way to New Yor
[rom Los Angeles.

The plane had flown from
Cairo to the United States on
Saturday morning.

It was due to land at JFK but
was diverted to Network because
of bad whether. From there it
continued on to Los Angeles and

made an uninterrupted return
leg to JFK.

Robert Kelly, aviation direc-
tor Port Authority of New
York/New Jersey, which oper-
ates New York area airports,
told a news conference there
had been no emergency land-
ings.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Commerce Mini
after the opening of BATEXPO

Frigate deal draws
JS committee flak

Star Report

The Parliamentary Stan-
ding Committee on Defence
Ministry yesterday expressed
its dissatisfaction at the way
the Ministry decided to
Fun:hasc a USS 100 million
rigate when, what it said, there
were smﬁes of purchasing the
same at half the price, sources
said.

The Committee meeting at
the Sangsad Bhaban yesterda
asked the defence secretary an
the navy chief to produce all

documents related to the frigate

deal in its following meeting
scheduled for Movermberrrs =%

The meeting, chaired b}r. Maj
Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah. also
said that if the Standing

- Committee detected irregulari-

ties alfter scrutinising the doc-
uments, it would launch a probe
into the purchase deal.

Sources said that the
Standing Committee members
yesterday asked the navy chief
and the defence secretary to ex-
plain why the authorities de-
cided to purchase the frigate
from Korean mmlpany Daewoo
which was the fourth lowest
bidder and when the lowest of-
fer was made by Chinese PLA.

PLA offered a frigate for USS
78 million while Daewoo
quoted USS 93 million ini-

tia]TI{.
en again, the Committee

members pointed out, the
Daewoo price went up to USS
949.97 million in the process of
follow-up negotiations when
the usual practice is to lower the
rates.

"Who's interest was served
by enhancing the price?" asked
a Comimittee member to the
navy chief and the secretary.

The chief of the navy staff
and the secretary however said
that the bidding authorities
were “somewhat”™ convinced
that the Daewoo offer was the
best among the bids invited in

|'ﬂ o s .|._.,:I,__- S = l:...._- 3

In a previous meetiizg last
month. the Committee mem-
bers qﬁmting naval experts said
that the [rigate cnulcllxl:}e actu-
ally purchased for a price of
around USS 50 million.

In 1995, the government
floated a tender to purchase a
frigate when six companies
submitted offers. After
scrutiny, the tender committee
found none of them satisfac-
lory.

In 1997, the government
again invited bids when nine
suppliers came up with offers. A
l6-member expert committee
scrutinised the bids and se-
lected Daewoo Corporation as
the ‘best’ bidder -- but not as the
‘lowest" bidder,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Deepening crisis
Ministry
SUINIMONS
SB board

By Inam Ahmed

The finance ministry has
summoned the Sonali Bank
board today to review the situa-
tion against the backdrop of its
plummeting financial position
and mismanagement.

The ministry is also toying
with the idea of changing the
composition of the board as it
failed to live up to the expecta-
tion.

When the government, for
first- time «appo
board taking persons from dif-
ferent professions, it was hoped
that the bank would now per-
form better,

But the financial position of
the bank weakened further as
its management gave loans to

arties many of whom are de-
Faullers with non-viable pro-
jects.

However, bank insiders say
the ministry is too late in wak-
ing up to the reality as SB
Managing Director. Mahbubur
Rahman Khan, is going to retire
on Tuesday.

Sonali Bank has plunged
into a deep crisis during his
tenure, they said. Its capital
shortfall increased to Tk 482
crore in June this from Tk

See Page 11 Col 4
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/] run over
by bus
near ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Al least seven persons in-
cluding two women were killed
and 15 others injured when a
minibus ran over people wait-
ing for transports near the
Airport Gool Chattar
(roundaboul) in the city yester-
day alternoon.

Five of the dead were identi-
fied as Ayesa, 32; Halim, 60. an
employee of Airport Railway
Station; Khokon, 40: Barek. 30.
reportedly a civil aviation em-
ployee and Bellal, 20.

Adenditien ef twens e
one male and one female, could
not be known immediately.
Both were aged around 40, po-
lice said.

A number of passengers were
also injured as the minibus hit
the pavement at the North-West
end of the crossing at about 4

m. It was going to Kapasia
rom Dhaka.

The injured people were ad-

| mitted t6 Dhaka CMH, Tongi

Hospital and local clinics,
Cantonment police said.

The driver, Ralfig, 27. was
arrested and the minibus was
seized soon after the incident.

The bodies were kept at
Cantonment thana compound
till filing of this report last
night.

]

'99 in the city yesterday.

ster Tofail Ahmed going round a stall

—Star photo

BATEXPO '99 opens in city

PM assures steps for
bank, customs, port
facilities 'everyday'

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has assured garments
exporters that measures would
be taken to ensure bank, cus-
toms and port facilities seven
days a week for uninterrupted
export-import activities.

The assurance was given yes-
terday in response to garments
exporters plea for these, made
at the inaugural function of
bafgiadesh Apparel and [extile
Exposition’ 99 at Sonargaon
Hotel. She inaugurated the
three-day fair.

Criticising opposition polit-
ical parties for calling hartal
she said. "I do not find any rea-
son why they agitate and call
hartal while there is no major
issues”.

She however jokingly said,
‘It [hartal) is environment-
friendly and you can breath in

ollution-free air. Though
wusinessmen face tremendous
dilficulties. it is good tor heallh
and rickshawpullers can earn a
lot of money during hartal
hours™ she said.

“Why the opposition politi-
cal parties call hartal while |
am committed to resign after
expiry of my tenure? I can as-

sure you when time will come, |
will resign and election would
be held under a neutral care-
taker government,” the Prime
Minister said.

There is no scope of removal
of an elected government with-
out election. Removal of gov-
ernments by other means was
very bagl for the country in the
past. "The economy was ruined,
all instttutions were desiroyed
and corruption gripped the
country,” she said.

Hasina sought cooperation
ol garments exporters to dis-
suade opposition parties from
agitation that "would create un-
rest and destabilise the politi-
cal situation'.

The Prime Minister also
called upon garments exporters
to prepare themselves to face
the new challenges in the next
millennium. She hoped that the
exhibition would play an im-
portant ivle in nevelopment of
textile and garments sectors
and boosting garments export.

Hasina also assured the
Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA] that land,

See Page 11 Col 7

Countrywide
day-long
hartal toda

By Staff Corresponde

The BNP-led op 1 al-
liance has called a countrywide
dawn-to-dusk hartal today de-
manding cancellation of the 'u-
nilaterally declared’ city corpo-
ration polls schedule.

The BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Islamic
Oikya Jote held separate rallies
and brought out torch proces-
sions in all city, district and
thana headquarters in support
of today's hartal.

The governmemt has also
taken preparation for main-
taining law and order in the
capital as elsewhere in the
country. Some 5,300 riot police,
armed battalion police and
Egramililanr BDR troops will

deployed in Dhaka city.

Police sources said rf:zplu}r-
ment of security personnel in

important establishments
would start from t last
night while special deployment

will be made at markets and
shopping centres which would
remain open during the hartal
hours.

Main opposition BNP organ-
ised pro-hartal rallies and took

See Page 11 Col 5

Govt-AES
~deadlock
continues

By Staff Correspondent

The povernment and US
power company AES could not
reach an agreement over the
Haripur power plant issue till
filing of this report at 10pm last
night.

The two parties were con-
tinuing negotiations till late
last night as AES insisted on
gettihg a decision by Monday
morning. Otherwise, it would
walk out of Bangladesh. it indi-
cated.

‘The government officials
and AES have been holding a
series of meetings for the last

two weeks now over the work
See Page 11 Col 6

SAARC summit
likely to be
postponed

KATHMANDU. Oct 31: The
eleventh summit of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) is ex-
pected to be postponed at the re-
quesl of some member-coun-
Iries, including India, njor
Nepalese foreign ministry
source said today, reports AFP.

An Indian embassy source
confirmed that after consulta-
tions with the SAARC member-
countries, the general view was

See Page 11 Col 1

Prolific Mohammedan Striker Alfaz Ahmed (R) starts celebrating after heading in his secon
their premiership clash at the Mirpur Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday.

s,

e

d goal against Abahani during
— Star photo by Amran Hossain

Unimaginable trail of devastation

Thousands feared killed
in Orissa cyclone

BALESHWAR (India), Oct 31:
Hundreds of villagers driven
from their homes by a powerful

Prarvrar Tir s " cyclone stood on the road beg-
! ayer 'l NINES ng for food today, while rtlé::jf
elicopters and trucks wait
Nﬂvﬂmherr 1 nelplessly for the weather to
_Azan | Jamaat | | clear, report AP, AFP.

| Fajr . 5-00 530 | Villagers wielding sticks

= forcibly sto passing cars

J‘E—m' 12-45 — and looted shops and a mill on

-Asr 400 415 || the highway linking Bhuba-

.Mh[lb_i._ 22 | 53 || neshwar and the town of

Esha 1 I=15 745 Cuttack. taking patatacs.dwh?ﬂat

| : and flour, witnesses and offi-
Source. I:Igmm Faundn{;nn L Gt ket

With communications sev-
ered along the vast swath of the
eastern coast, no one knew the
exact number of casualties,

The death toll from the 'su-

per cyclone' could be in the
thousands with millions of
people affected. newspapers re-
ported today:.
~ Orissa
har Gamang said there were no
verified details of the losses
caused by the "cyclone of the
century.”

"The toll could be in the
thousands and damage to prop-

hief Minister Gird- -

erty beyond description, with
one-third of the state's 35 mil-
lion population affected." The
Pioneer newspaper quoted
Gamang as sa :

Officials fe};rngthe death toll
could be in the hundreds and
the damage could have set back
the on by 20 years.

Millions of trees have fallen
across the roads in the east of
the state would have to be
cleared. G said after au-
thorities activated two satellite
phones in the area.. _

See Page 11 Col 6

Mohammedans
lift title

By Sports Reporter

Mohammedan Sporting Cl-
ub lifted the coveted Premier
football league title in gran-
diose style, beating arch-rivals
Abahani Krira Chakra 3-0 at
the Sher-e-Bangla National

-Stadium in the city }rest:rda]y]. ¢
(o]

The heart-thumping clas
the two most crowd-pulling
outfits petered into an anti-
climax when Mohammedan
swept aside an under-strength
Ahaﬁani, who missed the ser-
vices of their three regulars.

Captain Alfaz Ahmed struck
twice after Andrei gave the
black and whites an eighth
minute lead to confirm the re-

uted club's eleventh league title
Fullnmng a couple of disap-
pointing seasons. All the three

See Page 11 Col 8
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fashion, timing is crucial.

At DHL we understand the
precision with which your
deliveries are timed.
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-the only dedicated
service tailored
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