DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1999

University

DU seminar: A seminar titled -
Economic and Political Effects on Bangl

will present the key-note paper on the topic. Org

Globalisation: Socio-
adesh” will be held. Prof
M Nazrul Islam of Department of Political Science of Dhaka

aniser;

Centre for Advanced Research in Social Sciences of DU. Venue:
Room no 404 . Lecture Theatre of DU. Time: 11.00 am.

Film show: Tanvir Mokammel's Chitra Nadir Pare will be
screened. Venue: Public Library auditorium. Time: 3.00 pm, 5.00

pm and 7.00 pm.
Annual

meeting of Bangladesh Terry Towel &

general meeting: The annual general

en Manufacturers and

Exporters’ Association (BTTLMEA) will be held. Chief guest: Tofail
Ahmed, Minister for Commerce and Industries. Venue: Ballroom

of Hotel Sheraton. Time: 7.00 pm.

Film show: Three new local documentary films by Sarwar
Jahan Khan, Tuku Khandakar and Sameeo Sheesh will be
screened. Venue: Goethe Institut, House no 10. Road no 9.

Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.30 pm.

..

BATEXPO’99 fashion show: The BATEXPO'99

fashion show will be held. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 7.30 pm.
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Rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with temporary gusty
wind is likely at many places over Barisal. Rajshahi, Khulna and

Chittagon

ivisions and at a few
divisions during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, r

laces over Dhaka and Sylhet
il rts UNE’;

The day lem]ﬁerature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over the

country during t
Yesterday's high

e period, according
est temperature of 31.8 degree Celsius was

to Met Office.

recorded at Khulna and Jessore, and the lowest of 22.5 degrees at

Rangamati.

e sun sets in the capital today at 5:20 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6:05 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.8 24.7 78 a0
Chittagong 30.2 23.4 2 86
Rajshahi 30.2 24.5 86 83
Khulna 31.8 240 22 83
Barisal 30.4 235 87 92
Sylhet 290 242 80 88
Cox's Bazar 30.3 240 100 88

s

DRU-

A two-day workshop on "Re-
porting on Information Tech-
nology” began at the Dhaka Re-
porters Unity (DRU) Office yes-
terday, says a press release, re-
ports BSS5.

Thirty reporters from differ-
ent newspapers and news agen-

cies are taking part in the
workshop, jointly organised by
DRU Computer Club and Busi-

ness Information and Advertis-
ing Services (BIASL).
DRU President Shahjahan

Sardar and General Secretary

Mohidul Islam Raju, Convenor
of DRU Computer Club Shay-
mol Datta and Managing Direc-
tor of BIASL Naeem Ahmed ad-
dressed the inaugural function.

Slate Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
will hand over the certificates
of the workshop to the partici-
pants at 3 pm today. the press
release added.

USAID-CIDA

A day long Training on
Health and Hygiene for Bakery
Producers was organised at the
training hall of Business Advi-
sory Service Centre at Dhan-
mondi, says a press release,

The training oraganised by
Training Task Group,
Bangladesh, is jointly spon-
sored by JOBS project of USAID
and BIEF programme of CIDA.

Public Health Specialist Dr
Khairul Islam

the Workshop while Prof M A
Malek of INFS Dhaka Univer-
sity and Dr ASM Humayan
Farque, Director of Institute of
Public Health were present as
pannel discussants,

This was the second trainin
workshop of the series an
more such training workshops
will be organised soon, the re-
lease said.

BCL president
injured in road

accident

By DU Correspondent

B adesh Chhatra League
[BCL}anglPresid:nt Bahadur Bepari
and two other activists were
injured yesterday when the mi-
crobus in which they were trav-
elling fell into a roadside ditch
near Kasba in Brahamanbaria.

Bepari was rushed to Ban-

gabandhu Medical University

Hospital but he was later
shifted to the Combined
Militar Hospital (CMH).
Hospital sources said his con-

dition was critical. Bepari was
unconscious till late last night.

Witnesses said the accident
occurred whena p er bus
hit the microbus at abont 11 am

yeslerday.

Qulkhwani of

police sergeant
Ahad Tuesday

The qulkhwani of police
eant Abdul Ahad will be
held at his 'Property Homes'
aﬁreﬂden:: at 17/A chTE:l:éun
er Asr yers on ay
instead munday. reports
The date of the qulkhwani
has been shifted due to tomor-
row's hartal, called by the oppo-
sition alliance, family sources
said.
Friends. relatives and ad-
mirers have been requested to
attend the qulichwani

Workshop on
'strengthening
local govt'
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

A two-day workshop on
‘Strengthening local govern-
ment at union level' with the
elected representatives of the
Union Parishads begins in the
city today.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman will inau-
Eurate the workshop, organised

y the International Volunt
Services (IVS), at LGED Bhaban
Auditorium at 9 am. says a
press release.

Gordon H West, Mission Di-
rector of USAID, Dhaka, and
Gias Uddin Pathan, Director
General of NGO Affairs Bureau,
will attend the inaugural func-
lion as special guests while
ADAB Chairperson and Pro-
shika President Dr Gazi
Faruque Ahmed and Represen-
lative of the Asia Foundation
Dr Karen L Casper will be pre-
senl as guests of honour.

Reception to
Bibi Russel

A civic rece will be ac-
corded to internationally ac-
claimed fashion designer Bibi
Russel. who has recently been
appointed a special envoy of

ESCO, says a press release.

The reception will be held at
the main auditorium of the
National Museum at 6.00 pm on
November 2.

A seminar on ‘Integrating Water Management Coopera-
tion Associations with the Cooperative Management
System’ was held at the LGED headquarters in the city
yesterday.
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and .. Dr .
Mustafizur Rahman facilitated

Sammilita Nari Samaj brought out a procession in the city yesterday demanding direct

From page |

these local body elections.”

The elections to Chittagong.
Rajshahi and Khulna city cor-
Fnratmns have been scheduled
or December 6 while disputes
over delimitation of some
wards are holding up polls to
Dhaka City Corporation.

The local government min-
ister said opposition participa-
tion was very much desirable
but “elections cannot be post-
poned due to legal bindings”.

“The government would take
all steps to hold the December 6
polling peacefully,” he asserted,
talking to UNB.,

There are only eight days to
go lor fielding candidates.

Speaking to The Daily Star.
another non-minister senior
AL leader said talks would be
welcome but did not indicate
the ruling party was willing to
make major concessions.

"There are open invitation
lor dialogue on any issue, at
anytime. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is frequently
inviting them to talks,” said
presidium member Abdul Jalil.
“On assigned by the PM. Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim is

also repeating such talks offer.
They are most welcome to come
and discuss in the parliament
or sit with us anywhere they
like."

Jalil did not confirm if the
party had any concrete plan of
action to try to bring the oppo-
sition to the negotiating table.
But he hastened to add:
"Anything can happen in the
course of politics.”

To a question, he said the AL
was keeping an eye on the de-
velopments in the opposition
camp . while preparing. fog the
mayoral polis. “We'll face the
Gpﬁusltiﬂn campaign politi-
cally.

’12;1:3 smaller Left and Left-
leaning parties are also oppos-
ing the holding of mayoral
polls without the leading oppo-
sition parties. Partners in the
AL government -- the break-
away faction of Jatiya Part
and the Jatiya Samajtantrii
Dal (JSD) -- are however prepar-
ing lor the city corporation
elections,

"On pﬂnciFle. our party is
for all kinds of elections, which
are needed for the process of
democracy and the
Constitution to continue in the
country. Democratic practice
cannot be there without elec-

T

Qulkhani

The qulkhwani of Akhtar
Hossain Choudhury (Jimmy),
son of Air Vice Marshal (Retd)
Altaf Hossain Chnudhulg, will
be held at the old DOHS
Community Centre in Banani
after Asr prayers today, says a
press release.

Akhtar, a third year BBA

South

student of Nort
University, drowned at the
Centre in

E{rushika Training
aml?gan on Friday. He was

only 22. l-jle was buried at the

Military Graveyard at Dhaka

Cantonment yesterday.

All friends and relatives

have been uested to attend
the milad mahfil.

LGED seminar.

held

A seminar on ‘Integrating
Water Man t Cooperative
Association (WMCA) with the

Cooperative Management Sys-

tem organised by LGED, was
held yesterday at the LGED
headquarters, says a press re-
lease.

It was presided over Md
Monowar Hossain Chowd uar
Chief Engineer, LGED. Md
Faizullah, Participatory Devel-
opment Specialist of the Small
Scale Water Resources Devel-
opment Sector Project
(SSWRDSP) of LGED. presented
the key-note paper,

Shamsul Alam. Registrar,
Department of Cooperatives.
said that extensive motiva-
tional and innovative training
rogramme need to be geared u
Jf?;rr the members of the SSWH[”F
SP's Water Management Coop-
erative Associations (WMCAs).

Some 135 participants from
LGED and the Department of
Cooperative from different dis-
tricts took part in the open dis-

| cussion on the key-note paper.

tions. And we will participate
in the process.” said Anwar
Hlossain Manju, the commuhi-
cations minister and secretary
general of Jatiya Party (M-M).

Talking to The Daily Star,
Manju said the city corporation
polls would be discussed at the
party’'s presidium meeting
shortly.

Criticising the opposition
stance, he said, “Their plan to
resist elections is purely un-
democratic ... such practice will
only endanger democracy and
encourage the alternative
forces."”

Democracy cannot function
with the culture of boycotting
elections and the parliament,
he observed.

Sources say the ruling party
would also try to woo some
smaller parties, besides trying
to bring in candidates from the
boycotting parties.

Party policy planners be-
lieve that many of the local
leaders from the leading oppo-
sition parties would contest the
city corporation elections as
they did in the municipal elec-
tions in March this year. “I'm
sure many of the opposition
men would be in the race for the
offices of ward commissioners
....and we’ll make attempts to-
wards that end,” a top AL leader
said.

Elections to local govern-
ment bodies including the city
corporations are held on non-
party basis but the political

arties nominate their mem-
rs in such polls.

The AL strategists believe
the city elections would be a
“test case” for the ruling party
in facing the opposition agita-
tion. They think the polls

would’ divert the attentien of'
- many opposition leaders, ac-

tivists and supporters from the
anti-government campaign.
Besides, results of the city
polls without the major opposi-
tion parties in the race would
also help the AL strengthen its
base in the big cities,
Meanwhile, the prime min-
ister is expected to make a
"significant” statement on
November 3 about the December
6 mayoral elections when she is
due to address a public meeting

in the city, a source close to her
hinted.

Emergency meet of
DMC Teachers

Assoc today
By Staff Correspondent

An extended emergency mee-
ting of the executive committee
of Dhaka Medical College
Teachers’ Association will be
held today, said a press release
yesterday.

The meeting was called to
find a solution to the impasse
[ollowing the strike called by
internee doctors which contin-
ued for the fourth day yester-
day, it said.

"The routine activities of the
hospital came to a halt on the
fourth day of the strike on Sat-
urday." the release said.

However, emergency medical
services were provided and op-
erations conducted following
talks between the trainee doc-
tors and the health minister on
Thursday. the release said.

Roundtable on
security of
female garments

workers' held
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a roundtable
have underscored the need for
ensuring security of the female
workers at the garments facto-
ries.

They also suggested forming
a spet:fi;l 'squad in the factories
to protect the female workers
from sexual harassment.

Child, Women Relief and You

. ICWRY), a human rights organi-

satien, organised the
roundtable on 'the Growth of
Garments Sector and Security
of the Women' at Dhaka Club on
Thursday last.

~ Advocate Fahima Nasreen
presénted the key-note paper
while - general secretary of

elections to the reserved seats for women in the Jatiya Sangsad. — Star photo
C - t ll t lk AES demands
ity polls ta i

The PDB, which saw AES'
action as a ploy to force the gov-
erinnent to change its decision
recarding Marubeni, then
blusted AES for violating con-
ractual obligations. However,
PDB started negotiations with
AES to find out a solution to the
problem without shelving the
Marubeni affair.

The WB also sent four repre-
sentatives to Dhaka from New
York early last week to discuss
various power-related issues
including the AES-Marubeni
matter. But the talks ended in-
conclusively as none moved
fromi their positions.

*ES also suspended in mid-
Oct-ber all its deals witl, its
sub-contractors for installa-
tion of equipment. As per the
deals, if AES does not make
paymernts to them by November
1, those will stand terminated.

AES - government talks in
the last one week however pro-
duced some “verbal solutions”,
the sources said.

AES argued that the pro-
posed deal with Marubeni for
the Second Phase Meghnaghat
Plant would increase the risk of
its investment as Bangladesh
would be saturated with exces-
sive power supply after a few
years.

In such a situation, AES
wanted to be reassured by the
government that PDB would
purchase the power as per the
agreement an
given priority over the Second
Phase Meghnaghat Plant.

If reassured, it would try to
convince the WB to provide the
risk guarantee for the IFC
credit. If IFC does not provide
the credit, AES would finance

-<the projeet fromitstown funde,. v

sources said guoting AES offi-
cials.

“It's a matter of half a bil-
lion dollar investment. AES
will only do it if it feels abso-
lutely comfortable.”

The government then ver-
bally assured AES that it would
respect the PPA signed between
AES and PDB.

“‘But AES wants written
commitment so that it can try

to convince lenders.” the source
added.

that it would be -

S_NS demands
direct elections
to reserved

seats in JS
"By Sta¥f Correspondent

Sammilito Nari Samaj|
SNS) yesterday held a rally at
Muktangan demanding direct
elections to reserved seats for
women in the Jatiya Sangsad.

Presided over by Shirin
Akhter, the rally was addressed
by renowned writer Selina
Hossai'n and convenor of Left
Front Morshed Ali.

Speakers at the meeting said
that women were in favour of
increasing the number of re-
served seats in parliament but
they want direct elections to
these seats, said a press release.

The rally was followed by a

procession that ended at the
Jatiya Press Club.

Igbal Ansari

From page 1
Class IV employees’ movement
and Language Movement re-
spectively.

He was one of the first batch
of students who violated
Stction 144 and courted arrest
i1 Iront of the old Arts Building
(now the new block of DMCH],
He was elected a Joint Secretary
of the National Democratic
Front (NDF), the political front
which opposed the military dic-
tator Ayub Khan in the 1964
elections.

Khan was connected with
many socio-cultural organisa-
tions and was the founder
member of Drama Circle and
President of Sangskriti
Parishad of Dhaka University
in 1955-56,

Politics came naturally to
him because of his background.
His mother late Anwara
Khatoon was first Muslim
woman MLA in the Bengal
Legislative Assembly elected in
1946, His father late Ali Amjad

Khan was a Member of
Parliament of Pakistan in
1960s,

Khan has authored three
books, two of which — The
Third Eye and the Babri
Mosque. are on the geopolitical
aspects of the sub-continent
and the other a book of popular
jokes,

Henry is survived by his wife
Munira. son Asif and daughter
Tani, grand children Mehreen,
Maisha and Ashnaad and a
host of [riends, admirers and
well-wishers.

Jubo League

From page 1
when Mashiur along with his
two Iriends were gossiping in
Iront of the club at about 7 pm.
The ﬁang arrived there and
locked in an altercation with
Mashiur,

At one stage, one of them
shot Mashiur from a point
blank range and escaped the
I BCRRE ;E&Lalgn injured
was admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where he suc-
cumbed at about 8:15 pm,
sources said.

When contacted late last
night Uttara police, however,
could not confirm the incident.

Earlier, Shamsul Hug
Selim, a Awami League leader
of DCC ward-74 was murdered
ornn Tuesday while Sarwar
Hossain Hiru, convenor of
Awami Sechchhasebak League,
Dhanmondi unit, was shot dead

at Green Road Thursday night.

ashiur _ |

Housewif e
strangled
for dowry

- ]
m N'ganyj

NARAYANGANJ. Oct 30: A
young housewife was strangled
allegedly by her husband or in-
laws for dowry at Beparipara
here early today, reports UNB.

Mahmuda Sultana Sammi,
20, daughter of Haji Sultanud-
din Bhuiyan, was found hang-
ing from a ceiling fan at her
husband's house at Mubarrak
Shah road. i

Police arrested Sammi's
husband Abul Kalam Azad alias
Ripon, his father Abdul Aziz
Shikdar. mother Monwara Be-
gum, younger brothers Abu Za-
far and Abu Bakar Siddique
and elder sister Ruma Akhter in
this connection.

Ripon, who was a house tutor
of Sammi, married her on
March 12 this year. Sammi
passed SSC with star marks in
1996,

Sammi's brother Advocate
BM Hossain told police that his
family had given Ripon Tk two
lakh, one cglour and a re-
frigerator as dowry. But his sis-
ter was tortured for more dowry
money.,

He alleged that Ripon's fam-
ily hanged Sammi from a ceil-
ing fan after strangling her.
Sammi was six months' preg-
nant.

In police custody, Reshma. a
seven-year-old maid who works
at Ripon's house, said she «.w
Sammi crying for help when
Ripon made the attack on her.
Ripon denied the allegation.

Sadar thana OC Zahirul Is-
lam said preliminary investi-
gation showed that it was not
possible to commit suicide by
hanging in the room where the
body was found. He said they
are waiting for autopsy report
to know the cause of death.

Hartal
From page 1

eedul Islam, ABM Ghulam
Mostala and Kazi Firoz Rashid
of Jatiya Party.

In support of tomorrow's
shutdown, the alliance partners
will hold demonstrations
across the country today.

The main opposition BNP
will bring out torch processions

from 11 points of the city. They

are: Bangshal crossing, New
Market, Mohakhali, Rampura
Bazar, Mirpur, Mohammadpur,
Kafrool, Pallabi, Uttara,
Shaympur and Tejgaon.
Jatiya Party will brin
torch

out
rocession from Muktan-
gon following a rally by Dhaka
city unit of the party. The party
cancelled today's schecFuled
rally at Paltan Maidan.

Meanwhile Dhaka
Metropolitan Police has pro-
hibited procession. rally and
carrying arms and ammunition
in and around the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban when Parlia-
ment goes into session from
tomorrow.

The prohibition comes into
effect from midnight tonight,
said a DMP press release yes-
terday.

The areas under the prohibi-
tion are: Mohakhali crossing,
Banglamotor, Old Airport,
Farmgate, Sonargaon Road,
Panthapath, Green Road, Shy-
moli, Dhanmondi Road 27,
Shishu Mela, Rokeya Swarani.
Faxéiatan Crossing, Indira Road
and Manik Mia Avenue.
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JCD, police

From page 1
rush-hour traffic in central
Dhaka into chaos. Police used
tear gas and batons to stave off

the young BNP supporters who
clashed with police for the sec-
ond time since Thursday.

Police picked up eight per-
sons. Police were yet to ch
them until 9-30 p.m. Nor mﬂm
their identity be known as po-
lice went for random chal;ga on
the JCD supporters, foilin
their attempts to regroup whlr.:ﬁ
caught many passersby in the
melee.

Trouble erupted after JCD
activists tried to stage a march
from Bijoynagar towards the
party headquarters. Hundreds
of police-backed by riot police
swooped on the marchers which
led to the violence in the area.

As tear gas shells exploded
and police charging with clubs
and guns at the JCD su ers
breaking their ranks, they ran
amok on the rush-hour traffic.
smashing glasses of at '=ast 20
vehicles, including c.. .. A mi-
cro-bus was set alight near Pol-
wel market.

JCD later claimed that at
least 20 of their supporters were
hurt in police action. It also
claimed that police locked the
entrance of the BNP office an.
ill-treated the women activisis

In a statement, Amanullah
Aman MP condemned what he
said 'police attack on a peaceful
procession of JCD',

34 Shibir men

From page 1
and activists with arms and
dinmunition.

The recovered arms ad
ammunition included two
sawed-off rifles, cocktails, 24
bombs. 12 pieces of iron rods
and one dagger.

Police said the Shibir men
gathered there to launch an .t-
tack on the local BCL office.

District unit of Shibir todav
brought out a procession in the
lown demanding release of the
leaders and activists.

T'he processionists damaged
six vehicles and ransacked
some shops in the town, police
and witnesses said.

BATEXPO

From page 1
products at the fair.

Three seminars on problems
faced by the sector will be held
during the exhibition. A fash-
ion show on November | will be
an added attraction at the fair.

Participants in last year's
fair had ¢ol export arders «
43.52 million dollars., =it

said.

BGMEA Vice-president
Anisul Haq and Bepajir Ahmed
were also present at the press
conference.
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Bangladesh Manabadhikar |

Bastabayon Sangstha Advocate
uda was the moderator.

Dr Rana P Sattar, Rehana
Siddiqqui, Sirajul Haq Nasim,
Masud Khan, Prof Shamsul
Islam. Syed Borhan Kabir,
Rebeca Siraj, Dr Mahbuba
Nasreen and Mahmud Leena
also took part in the discussion.

Students block

From page 1

motor vehicles frorm Dhaka and
the Northern districts came to a
halt on the both side of the bar-
ricade for about two hours.

Students removed the barri-
cade at about 6:15 pm following
assurance of proper investiga-
tion from local administration.
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Change of Transcom
phone numbers in
Gulshan Tower

Telephone numbers of
Transcom office in Gulshan
Tower have been changed with
effect from October 30.

The telephone numbers are

as follows:

Old Number New Number
B74662 8814662
B74663 8814663
B74698 BR 14698
B74701 8814701
883281 8823281

In addition, telephone num-
bers 9887373 and 9883812 are

also in operation. I
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