DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1999

Colombian man
confesses killing

140 children

BOGOTA. Oct 30 : A 42-year-

old man has conlessed to
killing 140 children in a five-
year killing spree across 11
provinces, Colombia's chief
prosecutor Alfonso Gomez said
yesterday, reports AFP.

Luis Eduardo Garavito has
been in police custody since
April 22 in the city of Villavi-
cencio, where he was arrested
for the 1996 murder of a boy in
the city of Tunja.

But the investigation that ul-
timately led police to Garavito
began in 1998, when the bodies
of 36 children were found in the
town of Pereira.

As police looked into that
massacre, they were able to link
Garavito to :?;r: Tunja murder
and arrest him in April.

So far, 114 corpses have been
found that police believe are
(Garavito's victims.

Most of Garavito's victims
were poor children -- either
young workers, students, peas-
ants or beggars. Gomez said.
Garavito would pose as a street
merchant, a monk or an aid
worker Lo enter schools or other
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Indonesian military personnel load a C-130 transport plane before their final depaiture
from East Timor yesterday. The last Indonesia troops were leaving the territory, ending a
quarter of a century of military presence in East Timor. — AFP photo

ﬂﬁlnternational

Commonwealth unlikely

The Drily Star 9

to suspend Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Oct 30: Com-
monwealth ministers who
spent two days to inves-
tigate whether Pakistan's mili-
tary-led government intended
to restore democracy have soft-
ened their tone and are unlikely
to recommend the country be
suspended, officials said. re-
ports Reuters.

The delegation of four Com-
monwealth foreign ministers
failed to get a date for the return
o1 ¢+ - °racy or to se~ ousted
Prinve ... ster Nawaz Sharif.

The tea.:, led by Canada's
Lloyd Axworthy. was Lhe first
high-level mission to visit Pak-
istan since army chief General
Pervez Musharraf deposed
Sharif in a bloodless October
12 coup.

They said the delegation
wotulld urge a summit of Com-
monwealth leaders next month
1o give Islamabad six months to

prove il was serious about re-
turning the country to civilian
rle or face further sanctions.

Axworthy said Musharraf
vetoed a meeting with Sharifl
but had promised the ministers
could speak to him by tele-
phone from their hotel suite.

But after waiting for more
than an hour, the call failed to
materialise and Pakistani offi-
cials said Sharif did not want to
talk by telephone.

The Commonwealth has
banned Pakistan from taking
part in its meetings and threat-

ened to push for formal suspen-
sion of membership, which
would mean the end of all

lechnical assistance to the im-
poverished country.

But the officials said the [our
iministers realised after their
lalks with a government and
opposition officials that the
situation in Pakistan was much

more complex than it had first
appeared.

Asked whether the ministers
were now distancing them-
selves [rony the idea that Pak-
istan be formally suspended,
one member of the mission
said: "That's a good assess-
ment.”

The ministers belonged to
the eight-nation Common-
wealth Ministerial Action
Group (CMAG), set up to investi-
gate abuse of democracy among
the 54-member grouping of
mainly former gritish
colonies,

The team yesterday met
Musharraf, who like other se-
nior officials said Sharif's
“chaotic” rule had been leading
the country to disaster and
pointed to signs that the general
public had supported the army
takeover,

Musharraf refused to pro-

duce the timetable the Com-
monwealth wanted. saying he
wanted to focus on relorming
the economy and legal system.

But the officials said they
had been encouraged by his
promises of reforms. although
they made clear that CMAG
would be watching events in
Pakistan very closely.

“It's likely that we'll rec-
ommend Pakistan be given six
months to make good on its
promises. If it doesn't we'll
write to all the heads of gov-
ernment and tell them we pro-
pose to suspend the count
immediately,” said one official.

The officials said the minis-
ters had taken note of the fact
that virtually none of the peo-
ple they talked to had expressed
any support for Sharif's chaaotic
31-month rule. Even the prime
minister's own party did not
ask for his restoration.

atherings of children and find
1is victims, officials said.
Gomez described Garavito as
mentally ill, and said he was-
apparently abused as a child
himself

Lanka plans snap
parliamentary

election

COLOMBO, Oct 30 : Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga is planning a
snap parliamentary election
soon after her own re-election
bid for the presidency in De-
cember, state radio said today,
reports AFP.

On October 20 Kumaratunga
declared her intention to face a
fresh presidential election at
least 10 months ahead of
schedule.

She was quoted as saying to-
day that she also planned to
have an earlier parliamentary
election. The current parlia-
ment could go on until August
next year but the president has
giawers to dissolve the assem-

y.

Gusmao bids farewell to
last Indonesian troops

DILI, East Timor, Oct 30 :
East Timorese resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao on Saturday
said farewell to the last In-
donesian troops here, and held
out a hand of friendship to the
new government in Jakarta, re-
ports AFP.

Dressed in military combat
fatigues, a smiling and relaxed
Gusmao exchanged salutes with
Indonesian army officers dur-
ing an informal departure cer-
emony in the old terminal of
Dili's Comoro airport.

He was later seen laughing
and smoking a cigarette as he
shook hands with Brigadier
General J.D. 5itorus, the com-
mander of the last Indonesian
troops here. and ambassador
Taufik Sudarbo, head of the In-
donesian task force.

Gusmao told reporters alter
the 25-minute ceremony he felt
the same elation he felt on Au-
gust 30 when the people of East

and destruction carried out by
Indonesian army-backed mili-
tias in the wake of the indepen-
dence vote.

"1 believe in the new gov-
ernment and the Indonesian
people and the process of
democracy that is going on in
Indonesia." said Gusmao.

But he also called on Indone-
sia to allow the free return of all
the estimated 260,000 East
Timorese who fled or were
pushed out of the territory to
Indonesian West Timor during
the militia reign of terror.

Gusmao arrived at the cere-
mony by helicopter from the
headguarters of his Falintil
guerrilla organisation at Re-
mexio, around 30 km east of
Dili, and security at the airport
was tight.

lan Martin, the acting head
of the UN Transitional Author-
itv for East Timor (UNTAET),
praised Gusmao's "great gesture’

Timor voted overwhelmingly
for independence from Indone-
sia in a UN-sponsored referen-
dum.

“l feel the same as | feel on
August 30, a sensation of ac-
quiring our rights to be free and
to be independent,” he said.

"I must say it ends the his-
torical errors and mistakes
between two countries turned
enemy. It means also from now
on we have to look at the future
and our citizens. And | believe
from Indonesia also we shall
have to create a new relation-
ship of cooperation and friend-
ship.”

Gusmao also expressed con-
fidence in the new Indonesian

_government of President Ab-
durrahman Wahid.

He said he was prepared to
meet Indonesian army leaders
including former army chief
General Wiranto to heal the
wounds caused by the killing

"Parliamentary election will
be held soon after the presiden-
tial election (on December 21)."
the radio report said. quoting
the president.

US, Russia call for return of
civilian rule in Pakistan

WASHINGTON, Oct 30 : The
United States and Russia on
Friday issued a joint call for the
new military leaders in Pak-
istan to return the country to
civilian control, reports AFP.

In a joint statement issued
after three da[‘,;s of high-level
meetings here between US and
Russian diplomats. the two
couniries said peace and stabil-
ity in South Asia would be en-
hanced by civilian rule in Is-
lamabad and welcomed any

-noves made to reduce tensions

with India.

"They encouraged the mili-
tary authorities in Pakistan to
lake decisive steps to return the
country to civilian, democratic
and constitutional government
including the announcement of
a timetable.,” the statement
said. .

Pakistan's new military
leader General Pervez Mushar-
raf. who ousted prime minister
Nawaz Sharif on October 12,
has promised to return the
country to civilian rule but has

not yet said when he would do
50,

In addition to the call for
civilian control, the statement
urgec Pakistan and India to re-
solve Lheir dispute over Kash-
mir. The statement came after
talks hetween US assistant sec-
retary of stale for South Asia,
Karl Inderfurth, and Russian
deputy foreign minister, Grig-
oriy Karasin.

The disputed province has
caused two of the three wars be-
tween India and Pakistan.

“The two sides agreed on the
importance of India and Pak-
istan overcoming their legacy
of confrontation and called on
both sides to resume their polit-
ical dialogue at the earliest op-
portunity,” the statement said.

It welcomed Musharraf's de-
cision to withdraw some Pak-
istani troops [rom the interna-
tional border with India and
noted Washington's and
Moscow's desire to see that re-
duction also occur on the
Kashmiri border,

India's top film actress Madhuri Dixit (L) presents her new
fashion book "101 Ways to Look Your Best" written by the
country's leading fashion designer Ritu Beri (R) during its

fashion launch in New Delhi yesterday.

— AFP photo

Massive relief operation in India
Cyclone leaves trail of
death & destruction

high ... cornmunications have
broken down throughout the
stale. and we are not able to get
in touch with many areas.”

Ten cyclone-hit coastal dis-
tricts of Orissa remained cut off
from the rest of India.

The Indian army Saturday
moved into the port town of
Paradip., which bore the brunt
of the cyclone, but said an as-
sessment of the damage would
not be immediately possible,

"The [satellite] images that
we are seeing are right out of a
horror movie," an officer in-
volved in "Operation Hope" said

NEW DELHI. Oct 30 : Indian
authorities today began a mas-
sive relief operation on the
eastlern coast after the “cyclone
ol the century” left an awesome
trail of death and destruction,
officials said, reports AFP.

The chief minister of the
worst-hit state of Orissa said
the estimated death toll could
be in the "hundreds" after at
least 14 le were killed Fri-
day and more than 200,000
houses flattened.

"You cannot imagine the
devastation.” the United News
ol India quoted Chief Minister
Girdhar Gamang as saying in

"The death toll will be not in
thie tens but in the hundreds.”
Gamang said Friday night be-
lore Orissa's telecommunica-
tions system completely col-
lapsed in the face of the 260-km
per hour winds.

Gamang said the "super” cy-
clone had and affected up to 15
million people. It was worse
than one which hit Orissa a
fortnight ago.

"This cyclone is more severe
than the one which hit Ganjam
on October 17. It is the cyclone

peal-

of the t:entugy." he said, ap
ing for hundreds of millions of

Pro-monarchist Australian
Prime Minister John
Howard addresses the party
faithful at the annual state
Liberal Party conference in
Sydney yesterday. A sur-
vey last week has indicated
that 56 per cent intend to
vote "No" to Australia be-
coming a republr in the na-

: the state capital Bhubaneshwar., dollars in federal help. of the daunting task facing
;“E‘alb r; fereni;m ON | which was adly affected by the Another state official said: army relief contingents now in
ovember 6. — P photo cyclone. "The death toll could be very  Orissa.

NLD loses court
battle with junta

YANGON, Oct 30 : A Myan-
mar court has rejected allega-
tions that junta leaders ille-
gally harassed and intimidated
members of Aung San Suu Kyi's
opposition National League for
Democracy (NLD), repdrts AFP,

The NLD had filed com-
plaints against 29 government
officials including powerful
First Secretary and military in-
telligence head General Khin
Nyunt and Home Minister
Colonel Tin Hlaing.

But the Supreme Court said
in judgement received here Sat-
urday that no evidence had been
found to support the allegations
and all investigations had been
dropped.

Observers said the ruling
was largely a formality as the
military, which has ruled
Myanmar in various guises for

decades, tightly controls the le-
gal system.

In a brief statement, the NLD
said it would continue to pursue
the maiter from "within legal
bounds.”

The NLD has been locked in
a bitter struggle with the junta
since winning an overwhelm-
ing victory in 1990 elections,
which was ignored by the mili-
tary.

State-run media has been
carrying daily reports of mass
defections from the NLD, proof
the party says of coercion by
military intelligence,

Diplomats say the govern-
ment has been engaged on a
concerted campaign to crush
the party's abilily to organise
and to isolate its leaders in
Yangon.

Breach of Berlin Wall
punctures Soviet power

PARIS, Oct 30 : The fall of
the Berlin wall on November 9
1989 was the symbolic moment
that not only proclaimed the
collapse of the Soviet bloc but
also set off a chain of events
that culminated two years later
with the dissolution of the So-
viet Union ilsell. reports AFP.

When a few weeks earlier
Gennady Gerasimov,
spokesman for Soviet president
Mikhail Gorbachev, announced
the "Sinatra doctrine”,
Moscow's new policy allowing
each of its satellites to deter-
mine its own fate ("my way"), he
could not have imagined how
far the tide of nationalist sen-
timent would reach.

Poland and Hungary were
already well advanced in their
transition towards democratic
syslems.

In August Tadeusz Ma-
zowiecki, a leading figure in the

iree trade union Solidarity, had
hecome Polish prime minister,
(1 Septemnber, a round table of
»olitical leaders in Hungary
iad agreed Lo proceed to multi-
party elections.

With the physical barrier be-
tween east and west {inally. re-
moved, il was only a matter of
tine before the other “peoples’
democracies' seized the oppor-
lunity to break away, and
within weeks Czechoslovakia,
with its "velvet revolution”. and
-- more bloodlly -- Romania
had cast their communist
regimes into the dusthin of his-
tory.

1989 was also the high point
of “perestroika” in the Soviet
Union, where the first multi-
candidate elections were held in
March and the wave of reform
unieashed by Gorbachev gradu-
ally eased the stranglehold of
the state on all areas.

.Ta]iba:n leaders to meet
on Bin Laden’s offer

KABUL, Oct 30 : Leaders of in the city of Kandahar in
Afghanistan’'s ruling Taliban southern Afghanistan, would
militia will meet soon to dis- convene the militia's consulta-
cuss alleged terrorist Osama bin tive council to discuss the issue.
Laden's offer to leave the coun- The Pakistan-based AIP, a
try, official Afghani sources usual conduit for Taliban an-
said today, reports AFP. nouncements, quoted a militia

The Saudi-born millionaire, spokesman as saying Omar
accused by the United States of  would give a reply to bin Laden
terrorism. made the offer in a over the coming days after the
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Armed Islamists kill 12 in Algeria:
Armed Muslim militants murdered 12 members of a Tamily of
nomads this week near Laghouat, 400 kilometers south qf the
Algerian capital. two Algerian newspapers reported yesterday.
AFF reports from Algiers.

The massacre, reported by the daily papers La Tribune and El
Alain Essiassi. was the worst since an October 8 bloodbath in
which 16 people died in a shanty town west of Algiers.

. . -3 B - letter to Taliban chief Mullah consultation.
Vice mayor k]].l&i 1mn Ph]]lppmeS: Mohammad Omar on condition Bin Laden, who has lived in
The vice-mayor of the southern town of Sibuco was among four J the Taliban ensured safe and Afghanistan as a guest of the
F(;uplei: rI?]tlip in an ambush, police said yesterday. AFP reports J secret passage to a third un-  religious militia. is blamed by
rom Philippines

named country, according to
the private Afghan Islamic
Press (AIP). :
The sources did not say ex-
actly when Omar,. who is based

the United States for August 7,
1988 bombings of its two em-
bassies in East Africa in which

more than 200 people were
killed.

Russian jets continue to
pound Grozny, 100 killed

GROZNY. Oct 30: Russian
[orces kept up their massive
onslaught against breakaway
Chechnya Saturday. with com-
bat jets and heavy artillery
pummeling its cities and vil-
lages. reports AP,

Russian artillery units con-
tinued shelling the outskirts of
the capital Grozny from posi-
tions in the hills about 10
kilometers (6 miles) northwest
of the city. They were also clos-
ing in on Gudermes. Chechnya's
second-largest city in the east,
and shelling rebel positions in
the mountains near the western
guerilla stronghold of Bamut.

- Russian warplanes flew
about 50 sorties in the past 24

Another live people were wounded in the attack. Vice-mayor
Emmanuel Perez was with a large party, including relatives,
riding in a jeep through Sibuco on Friday when they were
aimmbushed by a group of men armed with automatic rifles,

Communists call
strike in Nepal
over fuel prices

KATHMANDU. Oct 30 :
Nepal's communist opposition
and seven other leftwing groups
have called for a general strike
on Tuesday to protest at fuel
price rises, party sources said
today. reports AFP

The major opposition Nepal
Communist Party-United
Marxist and Leninist (NCP-
UML) called the action over
price increases of 48 percent for
diesel prices and 23 percent for
kerosene

The NCP-UML handed over a
protest memorandum to Prime
Minister Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai Friday demanding the
government change the new
prices. the NCP-UML Central
Committee source said.

Quakes rock

Grozny's streets have become
almost deserted, as remaining
residents took shelter in the
basements of buildings every
lime they heard a Russian jet
shrieking overhead.

Chechen officials said Rus-
sian planes hit a refugee convoy
on a highway leading to neigh-
bouring Ingushetia Friday,
killing 50 civilians near the
village of Shami-Yurt, about 10
kilometers (6 miles) east of
Samashki,

The Russian Air Force de-
nied the claim Saturday. saying
the planes raided the area after
rebels had fired on a Russian
Su-25 attack jet from a truck,
missing it. Two Russian jets

at least 150 people and there
have heen widespread reports of
other civilian casualties.

US and other Western offi-
cials have urged Moscow to stop
using excessive force and avoid
hitting civilians, but the Rus-
sian officials have shrugged off
the advice, saying they want to
punish terrorists. _

Chechen militants have re-
peatedly invaded neighbourin
regions and were also blam
for a series of apartment bomb-
ings in Moscow and other Rus-

sian cities that killed about 300
people last month.

Al the start of their cam-
paign, Russian officials allowed
people to move freely in and out

TaiWﬁn Pﬁ;g&ﬁggmngcfgﬁllnﬁ?;“?gg then raided what the military = Chechnya across the border
TAIPEL. Oct 30.: Three | killing up to 100 militants. said was a rebel convoy, de- ;Ll_}tlln Buggglrig inm;hﬁageﬂaéa

stroying two trucks packed with

earthquakes jolted Taiwan to- militants

day but no casuaities or dam
were reported. the Central
Weather Bureau said, reports
AFP.

The last tremor. with a mag-
nitute of 5.2. hit at 4:27 p.m.

They destroyed 15 cars. six fuel
depots and other t ts. a mili-
tary spokesman said, according
to the Interfax news agency.
Russian jets roared over the
Chechen capital early Satur-
day, firing rockets at the hills

to Ingushetia so far, and most
have to stay in harsh condi-

Russian officials have in- tions in the open field.

sisted that they only strike
military targets in their cam-
paign to wipe out Islamic mili-
lants. even though eyewitnesses

Earlier this week, Russians
sealed the border, stranding
thousands of rcfu&:::s. They

(2:27 pm BST) with its epicenter south-of the capital. then sweep- have reported indiscriminate mised to reopen the corridor
31.6 km west of Hualien in east- | ing north to strike at suspected strikes against populated areas. and also to set up a new
érn Taiwan. It originated 5.5 | guerilla positions on the city's A rocket attack on Grozny's  route on the border with Dajes-
km underground northern outskirts. central market last week kﬂﬁed tan in the east.

Russian gangs

killing street-kids.

for organs

BERLIN. Oct 30 : Germany's
secret service has reported that
Russian lgangs are killing
street-children and selling
their organs to rich patients in
Russia and the West, the weekly
Focus said in an article today,

reports AFP.
A spokeswoman for the se-
cret service, the Bun-

desnachrichtendienst (BND), in
the southern town of Pullach,
near Munich, confirmed the
existence of the document, say-
ing it had been submitted to the
government in April.

She said the information
gleaned was “credible,” but
should nevertheless be treated
with caution.

Focus said the report showed
Russian police were powerless
to stop the organ trafficking,
adding that the disappearance
of street-children was not usu-
ally registered.

Kuwait seizes
3 ships coming

from Iraq

KUWAIT, Oct 30 : Kuwait has
seized three ships en route from
the southern Iraqi port of Basra
loaded with dates and other
foodstuffs in violation of a UN
trade embargo, newspapers re-
ported today, says :

The coast guard seized the
three traditional wooden
dhows, registered in the United
Arab Emirates, on Friday as
they travelled to Dubai, Al-Rai
Al-Aam newspaper said.

Their cargo has been im-

pounded and 30 crewmen ar-
rested, it said.
Kuwaiti authorities fre-

uently stop and search boats
that stray into their waters, and
after one seizure in August they
accused Baghdad of exporting
powdered milk like that sup-
plied to Baghdad under the UN-
administered oil-for-food pro-
gramme.

The programme allows Iraq
to sell a limited value of oil in
order to purchase essential

cutu 4 apﬂ t]"‘:Es.lghm:l 3{
sanctions sla on a
for its 1990 ilfvaainn of Kuwait.

China passes law to ‘smash’

Falungong and other cults

BEIJING, Oct 30 : China's
arliament today passed legis-
ation designed to "smash” all
cults including the Falungong
sect, as police on Tiananmen

uare continued to haul away
followers of the outlawed group,
reports AFP.

"The decision ... calls on
courts, prosecutors, police and
administrative judicial organs
to be on full alert for cult activ-
ities and to smash them rigor-
ously in accordance with the
law.” the official Xinhua news
agency said.

The legislation was passed

by a session of the ninth Na-
tional People’'s Congress (NPC)
Standing Committee.

As the announcement was
made, more people were bein
bundled into police vans an
driven from Beijing's Tianan-
men Square, where followers of
the Falungong meditational
secl have converged in recent
days in silent protest at the leg-
islation.

"Cult organisations thal
have destroyed normal social
order and stability through il-
legal gathering, led to the

deaths of practitioners and
rapes of women and swindled
money should be dealt with

severely,” the announcement
said
But it said a distinctiin

should be made between ciilt
leaders and “deceived” f{ollow-
ers.

"Local overnments are
asked to take necessary mea-
sures to educate those deceived
while punishing a small nuin-
ber Dfpcu]t leaders and those
who have committed crimes,” it
said.
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Indian policemen carry the dead body of a Pakistani national at Gopal-Pora on the outskirt

.

of Srinagar yesterday. Two foreign militants where killed and an Indian security force per-
sonnel was Injured during a gun battle.

— AFP photo



