- 20 hurt in police action
MYMENSINGH. Oct 29: At least 20 people, including women
and children, were injured when police swung into action to
take possession of a disputed land at Kristapur in town on Mon-

day, re UNB.
Witnesses said one person named Manju appeared in the

scene al with police and a strate in the evening in a bid
to take on of the land and attacked the occupants. Some
10 dwe houses were damaged and 20 ple injured in the

00 men and women

attack. Protesting the police action, naarg
emanded punishment

instantly brought out a procession and
of those responsible for it.

Agri-loan disbursed

MANIKGANJ, Oct 29: Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) dis-
bursed Taka three crore as agriculture loan in seven upazilas
during first three and a half months of the current fiscal year
thro its 12 branches, reports BSS. :

A BKB source said, the gom has fixed a target of Taka 16.30
crore for disbursement as agriculture loan this year. The dis-
bursement of loan in the seven upazilas — Manikganj sadar,
Ghior, Daulatpur, Shivalaya, Harirampur, Shaturia, Singair —
is in full swing.

During the period BKB realised outstanding loan amounting
to Taka 3.50 crore from the borrowers. The target for realiza-
tiono f loan has been fixed at Taka 20 crore in the current fiscal
year.

Heroin, phensidyl seized

SATKHIRA, Oct 29: Police and the officers of the Narcotics
Control Department recovered 200 grams of heroin. and 430
bottles of phensidyl syrup from different places of the town on
Monday, reports BSS.

According to an official source, acting on a tip-off the offi-
cers raided the house of Adab Ali of Palashpol area and recov-
ered 200 grams of heroin. 100 bottles of phensidy] syrup were
recovered from the house of Shawkat Ali. A case was filed but
none was arrested.

Cultural function

MANIKGANJ, Oct 29: A discussion meeting and cultural
function organised by Sangskritik Kalyan Sangsad, a local cul-
tural organisation, was held on October 22 at the captain Abdul
Halim Hall here, reports BSS.

Col (Retd) M A Malek. former minister and ex-mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation, attended the function as the chief
guest. The function was presided over by the president of the or-
ganisation, Advocate Rahmat Ali.

Tk 5.04cr for female edn

RAJBARI, Oct 29: As part of encouraging female education,
the local Education Department has distributed about Tk 5.04
crore among 65,759 girl students in four thanas in last two
years, reports LUNB.

Under the girl student sub-stipend project, the amount was
handed over to the female students in schools, officials said. Of
the amount, more than Tk 3.71 crore was directly handed over
to girl students for purchasing school stationery and dresses
while over Tk 1.32 crore was given in tuition fees of 168 schools
and Madrashas. This financial assistance is provided to the
female students of primary and higher secondary level in a bid
to stop school dropouts. The government initiative has resulted
in substantial increase of attendance by girl students at differ-
ent educational institutions.

Girl killed in road accident

RAJBARI. Oct 29: A 12-year-old girl was run over by a
speeding tempo in front of Shishu Sadan in the town on Sun-
day, reports UNB.

Thg overloaded tempo coming from Dadsi to the town
crushed Ruby while she was crossing the road in the afternoon.
She was rushed to Sadar Hospital but died there soon after ar-
rival. After the accident, local people set the tempo on fire.

Houses for homeless

RAJBARI, Oct 29: Construction work of 50 houses for the
llood-affected people of Gachhiyadah char area has begun under
the Post-Flood Rehabilitation Programme, reports UNB.

Voluntary Health Services Society (VHSS), an NGO. is con-
structing the houses for distribution free of cost among the
homeless people. Officials said the project costing Tk 12 lakh
would be completed by December. VHSS executive director Ab-
dus Sattar said renovation of five social establishments, instal-
lation of 10 arsenic free tubewells and 50 latrines are also in-
cluded in the Ireland hunded project.

Workshop on health care

COMILLA, Oct 29: A day-long workshop on mother and child
health care organised by the district administration in collabo-
ration with UNICEF was held in the conference room of the
deputy commissioner here, reports BSS.

Chittagong Divisional Commissioner ASM Mobaidul Islam
inaugurated the workshop. Presided over by Deputy Commis-
sioner Chowdhury Golam Maula, the workshop was addressed,
among others, by Director Health Dr Abdul Matin Bhuiva,
UNICEF representative Dr Saiful Islam, Director, Family
Planning Md Rustam Ali, Additional Director of Agriculture
Extension Department Abul Kashem, Civil Surgeon, Comilla Dr
Mokhlesur Rahman and District Primary ucation officer
Sadeka Begum. District and upazila level officers and represen-
tatives of different non-governmental organisations partisi-
pated in the workshop.

AED plants 2,18,249 trees

KISHOREGANJ, Oct 29: Agriculture Extension Department
(AED) planted a total of 2,18.249 trees here in the month of
September '99, reports BSS.

According to an official source, a target has been fixed to
plant 3.71,000 trees in the current tree plantation season. The
rest 1,52.751 trees will be planted immediately, an AED source
sald. The farmers are cooperating in the tree plantation pro-
gramme.
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Training on irrigation

NAOGOAN. Oct 29: A training programme organised by the
Agriculture Extension Department for small farmers on irriga-
tion technique in the dry season was held recently at Shapahar
Upazila Agriculture Office, reports BSS.

A total of 108 small and marginal farmers including share-
croppers from six unions of the upazila participated in the
training. The agriculture department officers conducted the
training programme. The participants were imparted training
on the technique of irrigation in the vulnerable areas during
dry season especially in the fields of Ropa-aman paddy.

Six academic bldgs built

NARSINGDI, Oct 29: The constructions of academic build-
ings of six educational institutions in Monohardi upazila were
completed recently, an official source said, reports BSS.

e Facilities Department of the Ministry of Education took
up the project at an allocation of Taka 65.60 lakh in the last fis-
cal year. The educational institutions are Narsingdi Dakhil
Darul Islam Madrasa, Shekhertek Madrasa, Monohardi Pilot
H{lg_‘h School. Chandanbari Girls High School. Chandanbari
Girls Vocational Institute and Goashgoan High School.

BKB loans for farmers

MUNSHIGANJ. Oct 29 jBang'aac :h Krishi Bank (BKB) will
disburse Taka 48 croré as loans amouwy# the farmers of six
thanas here through its 16 branches here during the fiscal 1999-
2000, reports BSS.

Of the total amount. Taka 3 crore 80 lakh has so far been
disbursed, according to official sources. The loans will be given
as running capital for crop production, pisciculture, poultry
farming, poverty alleviation and potato-preservation in cold

storage. BKB alsn realised Taka 9 crore 31 lakh outstanding

loans in the current fiscal.

Meeting of village doctors

BENAPOLE (Jessore), Oct 29: A general meeting of Sharsha
Thana Village Doctors Welfare Association was held on October
17 at Navaron Burujbagar Madrasha premises. reports BSS.

Presided over by Dr Mohammad Mortaza Hossain president
of the Association, the meeting was addressed. among others, by
Dr Abdul Hamid, Dr Abdur Rouf, Dr Faruk Hossain Dr Lutfar
Rahman and Dr Abdus Sobhan. The meeting decided to estab-
lish a diagnostic centre and clinic at Sharsha under the aus-
pi::i:sl of the association to provide medical facilities to poor
people.

Problems grip hospitals

SHARIATPUR, Oct 5: When the government is setting up
community clinics in rural areas, government hospitals in the
district have been grappling with numerous problems, reports
Apart from shabby conditions and lack of modern equip-
ment, some 166 posts out of 813, including that of physicians,

have been lying vacant in different healt complexes of the
district. |

National

Rains damage Aman crops

worth Tk 24 cr in Dinajpur

From Delwar Kabir

DINAJPUR, Oct 29; Standing
Aman paddy worth at least
Taka 24 crore has been dam-
aged in Dinajpur district by in-
cessant rains recently.

As a result the l}a;rmers of
Dinajpur have become frus-
trated.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department (AED) of
Dinajpur, they had fixed a tar-
get to cultivate Aman paddy on
a total of 249,160 hectares of
land in 13 thanas of the district
in current season. The farmers
showed their eagerness to cul-
tivate the paddy on 271.437
hectares which exeeded the tar-
get by 22,277 hectares. But the
incessant- rainfalls accompa-
nied by gusty wind damaged
standing crops of 20,066 hec-
tores of land.

AED sources said excluding
affected 20,066 hectares of land
the department had fixed a tar-
get to produce 50,080 metric
tonnes {mt) of paddy on 25,400
hectares in Dinagpur sadar
thana., 47.180 mt on 23,900
hectares in Chirirbandar thana
53.860 mt on 27,300 hectares in
Parbotipur thana, 56,200 met
on 28,500 hectares in Birganij
thana, 54.860 mt on 27.80
hectares in Birol thana, 44.180
mt on 22,400 hectares in
Nababganj thana. 36,900 mt on
18,700 hectares in Fulbari
thana, 31.820 mt on 16,100
hectares in Birampur thana,
23.090 mt on 117,00 hectares in
Khansama thana, 28.040 mt on
14.200 hectares in Kaharol
thana. 29.210 mt on 14,800
hectares in Bochaganj thana,
14 580 mt on 7.400 hectares in
Hakimpur thana and 21.652 mt
on 10.960 hectares of land in
Ghoraghat thana of the district.

The achievement was
26,900 hectares in Dinajpur
thana, 25.560 hectares in
Chirirbandar, 27,860 hectares
in Parbatipur, 28,268 hectares
in Birganj, 25,5684 hectares in
Birol. 22,570 hectares in
Nababganj, 17,300 hectares in
Fulbari, 16,720 hectares in
Birampur, 11950 hectares in

Khansama, 13,710 hectares in
Kaharol, 15,162 hectares in
Bochaganj, 8,435 hectares in
Hakimpur thana and 11,350
hectares of land in Ghoraghat
thana of the district.

When this correspondent
visited Kumudpur, Kantonagar
and Nayabad villages of Ka-
harol thana, Ruppur, Teromail,
Kabirajhat, Golapganj and
Jineswari villages of Birganj
thana, Nasipur, Pulhat, Ram-
sa%iir and Khosaldanga villages
of Dinajpur thana, he saw that
standing Aman paddy on a vast
tract of land had been damaged
due to heary rainfalls and
wind. The farmers were affected
badly by the deluge.

Nanigopal Biswas, a farmer
of village Baruliahat in Birganj
thana told that Aman paddy on

A damaged paddy field at village Nayabad in Kah

B

three bighas of land out of his
total 12 bighas were affected by
rainfall and wind which could
not be recovered.

When contracted Mosarraf
Hossain. Deputy Director of
AED. Dinajpur, he said that the
farmers were aflected three
times during this Aman season.

According to him, 540 mil-
limetre (mm) of rainfall
recorded on September 24 to 26,
355 mm on August 28 and 29
and 242 mm of rainfall on Oc-
tober 19,20 and 21 last which
affected the farmers badly.

The deputy director said that

about 20,000 mt of paddy were "

damaged so far. Furthermore,
banana, maskalai and vegeta-
bles were also affected. As a re-
sult the prices of all types of
vegetables have been increasing

arol thana of Dinajpur distri
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i early period of winter. He
informed that the farmers of
the district still did not lose
their courage and energy even
after repeated rainfalls in the
current season. The farmers
have now been cncouraged to
recover the loss. They
harvested huﬁ:t paddy in IRRI-
Boro season this year, he added.

AED sources said, about
400mm rainfall is required for
Aman farming. But over 2,412
mm rainfall was recored so far.
As many as 330 mm rainfall
was recorded in the district in
June, 406mm in July, 656 mm
in August, 709 mm in Septem-
ber and 31 1mm till October 23
this year which was at least six
times more than the require-

ment.

Prof Abdul Mannan, Vice-Chancellor of Chittagong Univ
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“River Madhumati

ersity speaking at the workshop held at the Chittagong

Chamber of Commerce and Industries auditorium which,was jointly organised recently by Bangladesh Association of
American Studies, Bangladesh Society for American Studies and US Information Service.
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NARAYANGANJ, Oct 29
Snake charmer Mohammad
Dudu Miah (Sharparaj ) said
that Bangladeshi snakes have
greal demand abroad.

Dudu Miah, 60, said his
monthly catch of deadly snakes
is eight to ten . The present
markel rate of one tola of Cobra
venom is about Taka 2.0o00. At
least 80 to 100 snakes are re-
quired for one tola of venom ,

he says .
Venomous snakes are
largely available in Barisal .

Patuakhali , Bogra , Chittagong
. Rangamati . Rangpur and Di-
najpur . He claims that there
are not many snakes in Dhaka ,
because of thick human settle-
inent .

Born in a Muslim family at
Masdair in Narayanganj dis-
trict ., Dudu Miah who put 40
years in the profession . went to
Kamrukamakhya in Assam
province in India at the age of
15 where he learnt about the
treatment of snake-bite victims
. eating and catching of snake .
He claimed that he not only
calches snakes for monetary
benefit but also treats the vic-
tims of snake-bite free of cost .
He further claimed that he has
treated about 5.000 snake-bite
victims over the last few years
alone and he can save victims
bitten by snakes . even 21 days
ago . He also runs a centre near
Masdair crematorium in
Narayanganj to treat the vic-
tims of snake-bite free of cost .

Dudu Miah holds a licence of

a snake charmer bearing a
number issued by the Narayan-
ganj district administration .
very week he eats one or
two snakes without any herbal
medicine because his 'ustad'
Ashraf Ali Sarder in Assam .
asked him to the practice eating
snakes, Dudu miah says.

He sucks out the venom from
those who have been bitten by
snakes . He normally takes no
mun? for his services but the
satisfied patients naturally give
tips (bakshis). He has caught
more than 70 cobras and nﬁaer
snakes from the homes and
Eardens of people . He also gets

his from such places which
is usually about Tk 100 to 200 .

When any snake bites one's
hand , he ties it on two places
and sucks out the poison , He
then applies juice of roots to the

From Ehsanul Haque

affected place . If the bite is on
the foot he ties two kniots on the
thigh and similarly draws out
the venom and applies herbal
cure . Usually the snake does
not get a chance 1o bite the body
but goes for the hand or leg , he
informed . Snake -bite even in
dream may cause death to the
victim . he claims.

A very significant source ot
his income is sale of snakes to
the Chinese Koreans and
Japanese citizens who live in

Bangladesh. They pay him Tk
200 to 500 lor each snake. They
eatl snakes as part of their grand
dinnar with great relish *. he
CONMIELLS

Another reliable source of
income he claims is treatment
of patients for piles , stomach
trouble, rheumatic ailments
and tumour . There is no lixed
rate of payment for this herbal
doctor . He accepts whatever he
gets and sometimes it is as
much as Tk 1000 by a grateful

i

o

Exceptional: Sarparaj Dudu Miah eating a Cobra.
_ — Star photo

‘Monishi

Tale of a different type of
snake charmer

survivor of snake- hite ,

Snake populations is being
gradually reduced in the coun-
try ', Dudu claims. This is be-
cause of reduction of wild
bushes and trees . In the fields
there is the use of pesticides to
get rid of pests and these destroy
the the eggs of the snakes . The
snakes lay eggs in winter sea-
son, he informs and are
hatched in the warm season .
Each snake lays about 50 to 60

Dudu claims . he knows
nothing of black art when
asked about the application of
‘matra’ on snakes :

He once visited Japan and
goes to Ajmir Sharif regularly .
He is a 'murid’' of Maizbhandari
Peer Shaheb and loves jikir
and 'qgawwalis'. He does not like
films or videos .

Dudu got entangled in a dis-
pute with Masdair crematorium
authority who alleged that his
shack was on their property.
Now he is under constant pres-
sure to leave this tiny shelter .
Uncertainty faces this hapless
but efficient snake charmer .

Two killed in
Gopalganj road
accidents

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Oct 29: Two
persons, including a college girl,
were killed in two separate road
accidents on Gopalganj-Taker-
hat road recently.

Azizul Haque Sikder, 29, son
of Aliar Rahman Sikdar of vil-
lage Kongshur under Sadar
thana, was crushed under the
wheels of a passenger bus near
Kuadanga bus s .

Witnesses said the victim
fell from the bus while alight-
ing from the bus and was
crushed under the wheels. He
died on the spot.

In separate incidents, a fe-
male student of Government
Kazi Nazrul Islam College was
killed on the same road as a bus
ran over her.

The dead was identified as
Rani Kittania,l8,
daughter of Harendra Nath Kit-
tani of village Satpar under
Sadar thana.

Rangchati and Langu

under

Kendua,
Atpara areas also grow a large
quantity of the crop.

DHAKA SATURDAY, OCTOBER .30, 1999

At least eight people were
killed and 22 others injured in
two separate road accidents in
Khulna and Faridpur yesterday.

Of them, five were killed in
Khulna and three in Faridpur.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Khulna reports: Five peo-
ple were killed and 15 others in-
jured, four of them severely, in
a road accident near bus stand
at Rupsha east under Rupsha
thana yesterday.

Three of the dead were iden-
tified as Hossain 15, Halima,
35, and Mustafiz, 20. while the
identity of two others could not
be known, police said.

The accident occurred when
a Rupsha-bound bus
(Dhaka-Ja-4047) from Mol-
larhat rammed a minibus on
Khulna-Mollarhat road at
around 9 am.

Eyewitnesses said that
driver of the passenger bus lost
control of the brake and over-
turned. leaving five passengers
dead on the spot. Driver of the
killer bus, however, managed to
escape.

The injured were admitted to
Sadar hospital. Condition of

Road accidents kill
8 In two districts

By Staff Correspondent

four of them were stated to be
critical. hospital sources said.

A case was filed with Rupsha
thana in this connection this
evening.

In Faridpur. three people
were killed and seven others in-
jured when a coach collided
with a tempo on Khulna-Dhaka
road at about 3 pm yesterday,
according to UNB.

Of the dead, two were identi-
fied as Ansar Mollah, 40. and
Amrita Mondal. 35 while the
identity of the rest could not be
known. -

The accident occurred when
the coach of Sohag Paribahan
collided with a tempo at Ko-
morpur in Faridpur Sadar
thana, leaving two passengers
of the tempo dead on the spot.
Another succumbed to injuries
at Faridpur Medical College
Hospital.

the injured, tempo driver
Shaheed was rushed to Dhaka
in critical condition while the
six others were admitted to lo-
cal clinics and hospital. :

Separate cases were filed
with Faridpur sadar thana.

GAIBANDHA, Oct 29: A total
of 1.359 crimes were committed
here from January to June this
year, police sources said.

The figure was 1,137 on the
corresponding period last year,
the sources added. In the previ-
ous year 2,424 cases were |
with police stations in the dis-
trict.

During the first six months
of the current year, highest
numbers of crimes were com-
mitted in Gobindaganj thana. A
total of 301 crimes were com-
mitted in the thana followed by
281 in Sadar thana.

Lowest numbers of erimes
were committed in Fulchhari
thana. Only 62 incidents of

Crimes up in Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

criminal activities were oc-
curred in the thana.

‘During the year 1998, a total
of 544 crimes were occurred in
Sadar thana, 536 in Gobinda-
ganj thana, 356 in Palashabari
thana, 351 in Sunderganj
thana, 321 in Sadullapur
thana, 211 in Shaghata thana
and- 104 in Fulchhari thana.

Most of the cases filed during
the period were relating to re-
pression on women. In 1998 a
total of 133 cases rela to re-
pression on women were lodged,
while only in the first six
months of the current year 146
cases were filed under Women
and Child Repression Act.

FARIDPUR, Oct 29: A total
of 150 families of 15 villages in
three unions of Madhukhali
thana have been rendered
homeless by the erosion of the
and the
Gorali.

The erosion victims have
now taken shelter on embank-
ments and high lands.

The eroded villages are
Garjalnagar., Char Kumundi,

Dayarampur, Malamatpur,
Gayeshpur, Tarapur,
Rajdhapur, Fulbari, Padda

Khali, Komarpur, Gomra and
Mitail under three unions —
Kamarkhali, Domain and
Banat.

Besidesabout one thousand
areas of land with crops de-
voured in the rivers,

Deputy Commissioner Md
Atiqul Islam Chowdhury vis-
ited the erosion victims and
granted Taka one lakh for their
immediate relief. Local MP
Kazi Sirajul Islam visited the
affected area and assured the
victims of governmentt help for
their rehabilitation.

On the other hand, a portion
of Faridpur, Char Bhadrasan

mﬁon renders 150 families
homeless in Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

WAPDA embankment measur-
ing 450 feet at Bhangi Dangi
and Badyer Dangi washed away
by the Padma recently causing
untold sufferings to the people.

Nat’l Ranger Camp ‘99
of Girl Guides’ Assoc

at Kaliakoir
By JU Correspondent

National Ranger Camp'99 of
Bangladesh Girl Guides' Asso-
ciation will be inaugurated
lormally at Kaliakoir in Gazi-
pur district today (Saturday).

Prof Alauddin Ahmed, Vice-
Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
Univeraitg will inaugurate the
camp at Baroipara, iakoir at
11 am. The inaugural ceremon
will be followed by a cultura]’
function with the participation
of the Rangers.

The camp includes various
training programmes of the
participants and distribution of
certificates.

The camp will be concluded
on November 3.

NETRAKONA, Oct 29: The

new variety of "BINASHAIL"
addy, with its exceptionally
igh  yield and early harvest-
ing. has gained popularity
atnong the farmers, reports
UNB,

The farmers are showing in-
creasing interest in cultivatin
"BINAS L' paddy convince
of its much higher yields. It
gives 15 to 20 per cent higher
vields than Nazirshail variety,
according to the district
Agricultural Extension
Department (AED).

Sources at the AED said
BINASHAIL could be grown in
Aman season and could be sus-
tainable for late transplant (u
to the first week of October
helping the farmers in post
flood rehabilitation pro-
gramme.

Besides, this variety requires
lower inputs than other High
Yielding Varieties (HYVs) and
can be harvested two or four

the Bangladesh

'‘Binashail' farming gains
popularity among farmers

weeks earlier than its parent
variety, Nazirshail.

BINASHAIL, developed by
Institute of

Nuclear Agriculture (BINA) ir-
radiating Nazirshail variety
with Gamma rays, was re-
leased as commercial variety in
1987.

This new variety of paddy is
less sensitive to photoperiod. It
produces more straw as the
paddy plants are tall.

The yield of BINASHAIL
paddy is 4-4.5 tons per hectare
in normal transplantation
time and 3-4 tons per hectare
during late transplantation,.
Moreover, its grains contain
more protein.

Abdul Hugq, a local farmer of
Bisnupur in Atpara thana, who
cultivated BINASHAIL, said he
has harvested a bumper pro-
duction. He said this variety is
very helpful for the needy and
marginal farmers.

NETRAKONA, Oect 29:
Pumpkin cultivation has
gained popularity over the
years as the demand for the
crop is increasing day by day.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department sources,
a total of 620 acres of land have
been brought under pumpkin
cultivation this season. ut
6,000 metric tons of pumpkins
were produced in the last ses-
sion.

Farmers grow eight to 10
metric tons of pumpkin on an
acre of land. Each pumpkin
weighs between 14 kg and 15 kg.
e main pum produc-
ing areas are Birisiri and
Chandrigor unions under
Durgapur thana and Kamnali,
ra unions
Kalmakanda thana.
Farmers in Mohanganj.
Purbadhola. and

The price of pumpkin de-

pends on size. Usually in local
markets a pumpkin 2

kg to 3 kg sells at Tk 20, a 6-
l E;rnpkln at Tk 50, and a 14-1

pumpkin at Tk 100.

_Pumpkin faﬁning gains
popularity in N etrakona

From Our Correspondent

Md Tahar Ali, a farmer of
Karnai area, said it is possible
to earn Tk 15,000 to Tk 20,000
in each season h{l:ultivntlng
the crop on one bigha of land.

Local farmers said TSP and
SP fertilisers are needed for sat-
isfactory Emducunn of pump-
kin, which has three varieties
such as Baishakhi, Sharadia
and Magi. :

Two killed in

road accidents

THAKURGAON, Oct29 : Two
people were killed and three
others injured in separate acci-
dents at Boda Pathraj College
here this noon, reports UNB.

The deceased were identified
ia Rabiul, 14, and Tofazzal Hugq,

“l’litness:s s}aid Rabiul died
on the spot when g speedin
minibus hit his blgyr:ﬁe frnn‘%
behind.

Al the same time, another
minibus rammed into a van.
leaving four people injured. Of
the seriously injured, Tofazzal
died at the Sadar Hospital,
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