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Exhibition: Institute of Architects, Bangladesh will
inaugurate a 3-day long exhibition of buil materials on
occasion of International Architecture Day. A seminar will
also be held. Chief guest: DCC Mayor Mohammad Hanif. Venue:
Ballroom of Dhaka Eheral?n. Time: 10.30 am.

Lecture: Advocate Syed Shah Alam, founder of the World
Peace Organisation will deliver a speech on *World Peace”.
Venue: Ramna Chinese and Thai Food Ltd. Ramna Park. Time:
10.30 am. : .

Film show: Three French films Camille Claudel, My
mothers courage and Germinal will be screened. Venue:
Auditorium of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11.00 am,
4.00 pm and 6.00 pm.

Exhibition: The sixth solo painting exhibition of Abdus
Shakur will be inaugurated. Venue: Divine Art Gallery, Hotel *
Sonargaon. Time: 5.00 pm.

Cultural evening: The Music Saloon. affiliated to
the Cultural Department ol the Russian Embassy. will hold a
cultural evening to marks its first installation ceremony.
Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, House no 510. Road no 7,
Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5.00 pm.

Temperature likely to fall

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with gusty or squally
wind is likely at most places over Chittagong, Khulna and Barisal
divisions and at many places over Dhaka and Sylhet divisions and
at a lew places over Rajshahi division till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
' Moderately heavy falls is expected at places over Khulna,
Barisal and Chittagong divisions during the period, according to
Met Office.

Day temperature may fall by one or two degree Celsius over the
country.

The country's highest temperature yesterda
35.2 degree Celsius at Bogra and the lowest 21.
Dinajpur.

€ sun sets in the capital today at 5:22 pm and rises tomorrow
at 6:03 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

degree Celsius at

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius tage
: Max Min Morning Evening
-Dhaka 33.7 24.3 66 97
Chitta%a_:lmg 31.6 25.0 90 a3
‘Rajshahi 33.1 23.0 81 83
Khulna 30.0 248 . 89 88
Barisal 30.0 25.0 89 89
Sylhet 34.0 25.0 66 78
Cox's Bazar 318 25.6 85 86

offers a wide varietss

of Childrens Cloth s
at affordable price

Banani Shop : House # 81, Road #6
Block -C, Banant
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was recorded at -

Financial Analysis” at the British Council auditorium yesterday.

The Young Entrepreneurs and Professionals Forum ‘and The Daily Star in association with
the British Council organised a workshop on “Investment in the Share Market through

—Star photo

OPA reunion
today

By Staff Correspondént

A day-long
old
School will be held on the
school premises in Chittasone
today. : :

Organised by the Old
Placidians’ Association,' the
function will begin at 8.30 am.

The day's programmes in-

reunion of the

distribution of stipend money

among school students, distri-
bution of awards 1o school de-

and a cultural show.

Border

From page |
borders also came up during the
discussion.” said the BDR chief
referring to the issue of traf-

ficking of women and children
which was also discussed

| prominently in the meeting.

The border forces chiefs,
however, did not mention what
steps are to be taken to settle the
controversial issue of ‘push-in’
and '‘push-back’ which is creat-
ing tension in some of the bor-
der areas for the last few
months.

A total of about 146 bilateral
meetings between the two coun-
tries at different levels have so
lar taken place in the light of
the Treaty signed between the
two head of states in 1974, -

The treaty which came to be
known as Mujib-Indira
Agreement envisaged demarca-
tion of border areas, exchange
of enclaves and handing over of
land in adverse possession of
each other at the earliest possi-
ble time. Fiy |

Many outstanding border is-
sues between the fwo countries
also remain unresolved till
date, as India is yet to ratify the
treaty.

'Ratification is a matter
(that is) solely handled by the

overnment,’ said the DG of
SF in repl}:,]/ to a question about
how soon they expected to com-
plete the process. - .- .

Bangladesh ratified the
treaty in 1975 six months after
it was signed.

I can only covey to my gov-
ernment the sentiment of the
Bangladesh side regarding the
ratification,” the DG said in re-
sponse to another question..

The two neighbours share a
total of 4156 km open borders

area is yet to be demarcated
while 35.5 km demarcated bor>
der is yet to be marked with
pillars.- . 2 '

The border chiefs did not
also mention anything about
how soon they were expecting to
complete the process of demar-
cation. The DG level meeting
held in New Delhi in March,

plete the process by May this
year. |

Obituary -

ali Department and House
Tutor of Jagannath Hall of
Dhaka University, died of
diabetes and other ailments at a
city clinic early yesterday. He
was 52, r rtaUl‘}&B_:.' o

His body was -kept . at.
Jagannath Hall Mandir, where
DU Vice Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, pro-VC Prof
M Shahadat i, Treasurer
Abul Hashem, provosts of dif-
ferent halls. proctors, assistant
proctors, and students and offi-
cials paid their last réspects to
him.

Later his body was sent to
his village home in Ramganj in
Sonargaon thana of
Naraiyanganj district for fu-
neral. .

students of St Placid’s -

clude reminiscence of old days. -

bate champions, meena bazaar

between them. of which 6.5 km

; From page 1

‘Hugq told The Daily Star. .
The report would be reviewed

h?r foreign censultants and

placed before a national semi-

nar in March.

"By May 31, we would defi- -

nitely complete the final report
before the commissison’s
tenure runs out”, Hugq said.

According to terms of refer-
ences of the PARC, there are
clear directives for providing it
an ‘institutional shape’.

Development partners who
provided funds for the PARC are
also pressing for such arrange-
ments and implementation of
its recommedations, sources
close to them said.

None of the sources con-
cerned could say when the 21
other recommendations would
be implemented. Despite re-
peated attempts. the Cabinet
Secretary could not be con-
tacted for his comments. -

The 21 other recommenda- .

tions include measures for im-
proving accountability and
standard of service of govern-
ment organisations, early re-
tirement with incentive, ap-
pointment of Ombudsman, cap-
ping on the existing level of
manpower in revenue budget,
simplilication of payment pro-
cedure of pension, magnetisa-
tion of vehicle entitlement of
officers, modernisation of land
administration . institutional
arrangement for implementa-
tion of recommendations of
PARC, one-stop utility bill
payment system. simplifica-
tion of the process of issuance
ol passport and driving licence,
formmation of work improve-
ment am, in the min-
istries/divisions and other gov-,
ernment offices and ensuring
transparency in public admin-
istration.

The Commission also rec-
ommended enhancement of se-
curity of members of the public
on the highways and improv-
ment of trafflic system.

To make the administration
efficient, it suggested abolition
and merger ol some depart-
ments and offices, applica-
tion/implementation - of exist-
ing acts, rules, regulations, or-
ders, instructions etc.,
‘gradewise’ identification of
employees instead of ‘classwise’
identification, campaign on
administrative reforms in gov-
ernment offices.

To relieve people of harass-

ments, the commission also

suggested declaration of three- .

year oid domestic utility bills
as time-barred for payment. de-
signing a system of perfor-
mance-based annual report by
the ministries/divisions and
formulation of a citizens' char-
ter codifying the rights of citi-
zens and the services they are to
avail from different ?ep_&rt-
ments, : ' =

Opposition
From page 1 |

son committee of the four-party
alliance yesterday evening wit
BNP leader M Shamsul Islam in
thedchair. sources concerned
said.

The committee demanded of
the government and the
Election Commission to imme-
diately cancel the election
schedule to ‘avoid conflicts’.
The people would resist the elec-
tion if the government ignores
their demand, it said.

The government should not
be engaged in the ‘fatal game of
holding the polls unilaterally,
keeping the opposition parties
away' the meeting warned.

No election other than par-
liament E;clls after the resigna-
tion ol this government is ac-
ceptable to the Opposition now.
[t is now an established truth
that no election under the
Awami League government and
the present Chief Election
Commissioner can be free, fair

and neutral, the liaison bod

~ said. :

~ This is why the people and
the opposition parties didn't
participate in the municipal
polls held this year. The
‘voterless" by-election in
Faridpur-4 constituency with-
out the participation of opposi-
tion parties is the latest exam-
ple that people do not want any
election under this government
and the present CEC, it added.

The meeting was attended by
BNP leader Anwar Zahid,
Jatiya Party leaders Maidul
Islam, ABM Golam Mostafa and
Kazi Firoz Rashid, Jamaat
leaders Mohammad
Kamaruzzaman, Abdul Qader
Mollah and ATM Azharul is-
lam and Islamic Oikya Jote
leader ARM Abdul Matin.

however, had decided to com- | t©fight for

Dr Dilip Kumar Bhatachari- -
a, a teacher of Sangskrit and

* From page 12

will contest the by-elections,
come what may,” Siddiqui said
emphatically.. “I will continue
amchha. If 1 do not
get it, I will go ahead with any
symbol [ am given." .

. Explainin% relevant. elec-
toral rules, Siddiqui said, if
more:than one candidate. de-
mand the same symbel, the re-
turning officer is su take
initiative to for a negotiation
among the candidates. If there
is no negotiation, the returning
officer has to go for lottery.

“In Tangail, several inde-
pendent candidates including
myself demanded but
the DC refused to go for lottery,”
Siddiqui said. "It was I who
first applied to the EC for gam-
chha and the EC included it in
the list of registered election
symbols at my request. [ even
agreed to try my luck in a lot-
tery. But the DC refused to go by
the rules.”

Siddiqui claimed that the
DC did not go for lottery in the
face of pressure from one Ja-
hangir
without lottery.-

The DC unilaterally allo-
cated the election symbol piri

who demanded gamchha -

Kader Siddiqui

(stool) to Siddiqui.

Siddiqui claimed that the
DC violated the rule only to de-
prive him under dictates from
the government of Sheikh
Hasina. He has already made
the gamchha symbol popular
among the ‘electorate, "he
claimed.

Siddiqui also alleged that
the DC violated rules in dis-
tributing symbols among
Jatiya Party candidates also.
"There is no controversy over
the fact that plough is the elec-
ymbol of the JP,” Siddiqui

tion s
said. "Since there was two

candidates from two factions of
the JP. he has to allocate plo
to any of the two candidates he

thinks deserving. But he did not

have any scope to deprive both
]t:,h"; JP candidates n‘i‘pﬂm sSym-
ol.” y o
The DC allocated shirt and
pant as election symbols to the

two candidates the
two JP facuuns.mm Hne

However, Siddiqui still be-

lieves that the Election Com-
mission will "prove its neutral-
ity in the by-election”.

Replying to a question, he
said he will "eventually go to
court for Gamchha, if neces-

ﬁﬁ-hh’b’ - F

Afsan Chowdhury (®) reads out the key-note pa
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per at a seminar entitled 'Environmental
Degradation and the Role of the Media’, organised by Rural Organisation of Health ﬂ_'nd |
. Environment, at National Press Club yesterday. Also seen in the picture (L to R) Atiur

Rahman, Ruhul Amin Mojumder, Waheedul Haque and Syed Monzoorul Islam. .
| e — Star photo-
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NCBs link with mafia group

From page 1
Legal provisions have been

- reformed and enforcement of

‘rules been tightened. Bank-
ruptcy law has been passed.
Now a debtor knows he or she
- will have to pay back the money
to banks, he said, adding that
laws will be more rigid

aadually and enforcement will
stemer :

' "We're 'nuw t;.'ith
faster reforms. wnrgfnrms -

in hmklmng sector be com-
next one year or two,”
bria said.

Kibria's statement follows
the call of an IMF mission on
Tuesday for faster reforms in

. financial sector.
- The l"lnunmlel Minister said
e Bangladesh's economy is
stable d::r: tgﬂ:]yuunﬁrnte };ms
come only 4. cent
with two cent in npuct{-l'nod
-items. This, he said, is a matter
of pride after the severe flood-
ing last Jenr.

He felt the growth rate could

be raised up to 6 or 7 per cent if

the persisting global recession
overcome,

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak, wh

0 was a spe-
cial guest at the function,
" the FSBL authority to run the

¢ bank in compliance with the

PARC ponders

rules and regulations of the cen-
tral bank and reach the bank-
ing services to the rural poor,
not selected urban rich alone.

Country's economy will not
Iamnper if the condition of the
arger section population is
geared up throug
nance, he added.

Ibrahim Khaled said classi-
fied loans in private banks re-
duced to 28 to 30 per cent on an
average which was 40 per cent
three years ago.

Due to the central bank's
rigid step to stop insider lend-
ing, the main reason behind the

Polls plan

From page 1

[Dhaka City Corporation was
not announced due to a delimi-
tation case pending with the
court. As soon as the court's in-
junction is withdrawn. the EC
will fix the date for election to
DCC. an EC offirial said.

- According to election sched-
ule for the three city corpora-
tions, November 8 has been
fixed for filing of nomination
Eaf:era while scrutiny will be

eld on November 9. The last
date for withdrawal of candida-
Llure is November 16.

micro-fi-

In his instant reaction, BNP
secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said there
will be no credibility of any
election without the participa-
tion of the major parties in the
opposition.

"We have already cleared our
position that we won't take part
in any election under the in-
cumbent Chief Election

- Commissioner and we want
* parliamentary elections first
" under a caretaker government,"

he said.

Jamaat-e-Islami secretary
general Matiur Rahman Nizami
and Jatiya Party leader Firoz
Rashid echoed Bhuiyan's point
ol view.

bad loans in private sector
banks, classified loans in pri-
vate banks dramatically dro-
pped by 5 per cent between
December 1 and June 1999,

"But there is no good news
about NCBs, where classified
loans marked further rise.”
Khaled said. stating the situa-
tion in the largest NCB as
alarming.

He said the same rules were
followed for both private and
public séctor banks, but the re-
sults were different.

H:I' rt}'errcd e::l a recent
transfer of a gen manager of
a NCB for his transferring some
18 officials at a time as a puni-
tive measure for certain irregu-
larities. "If an honest GM is
transferred for his right action.
then how an honest adminis-
tration can be expected." he
questioned. '

Citing some key indicators
Khaled said the country's econ-
omy now is in good shape. De-
spite the 'hoondi' trade is going

on, the remittance from the
wage earners abroad an
8 per cent rise, -

The present foreign ex-
change reserve of USS 1.7 bil-
liunFis “much better,” he said.

oreign exchange has been
largely saved du::u:g fall in food
import. Import of industrial
raw materials has increased
registering an active production
lernctu. Inflation rate, which is

tedto 4.5t0 4.6 cent, is

satisfactory and no better
can be expected, he said.

Explaining the logic behind
allowing nine more private
banks, the central hank deputy
governor said it was aimed at
giﬂngj birth to a new generation
model bank. Banking atmo-
sphere has been made | \'§
corruption-free follo
supervision and efforts over the
years.

“Yet there is no bank among
the existing banks which can be

singled out as a model bank "
K)l;‘agiladadded. '

Eyes wide shut

From page 1

Prof. Dr. M. Amanullah MP
told The Daily Star that he did
not think anythinF as disas-
trous as feared could happen at
the beginning of the next mil-
lennium.

"I hope Bangladesh would be
able to have a smooth transi-
tion to the next millennium be-
cause Bangladesh’'s hospital yet
to use that types of sophisti-

cated equipment,” said
Amanullah.
According to the Asjan

Development Bank-prescribed
contingency plan for health
sector, every hospital or diag-
nostic centre should run a
rollover test and if any equip-
ment fails to prove that it is
Y2K compliant, then the
equipment should not be used
anymore, ADB sources said.
“The Y2K Cell at Bangladesh
Computer Council (BCC) have

sent quesuonnaire and en-
quiries to about 36 such organi-
sations about the steps taken
them to solve the issue.” sai
Serajul Haque, Deputy Director
of BCC, the monitoring author-
ity of Y2K status in the country.
The Ministry of Health and
Family Planning has formed a
Y2K Co-ordination and Action
Committee on August 2.
Officials of the Health
Directorate, Family Planning
Directorate and the minist
have established contacts wi
suppliers of equipment to the
hospitals about the Y2K status,
a health ministry official said.
The Asian Development
Bank has sent a contingenc
plan framework to the healt
authorities concerned. The
ministry has established an
emergency contact point with a
deputy secretary in charge, a
health ministry official said.

Script
Directed by :

Presented by:

Enjoy the Drama on Ba;gladesh

Television (BTV), tomorrow Saturday
October 30, at 9:30 AM.

Dosher Katha

Masum Reza
Kha.Ma. Harun

UPWARD Project
CARE-Bangladesh

Local Government Division
Ministry of Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives .

Produced by:

2if*s s3I

7 WR/S-51, G-, fiasd, vra1-535

e fa=fe

af@1-3 ZAFORTS w1 cerenenaS A aTenES Wit wWimereatt (IDPAA)-93 SeeIes
st fBems fGenPor® (PRD) @ WWWWWMWH?IMI

“ferf> R ceeen, wiffey wf=w (Poverty Eradication

e fw y1 et Freteren o an frm/for ot fefah

AN S SR THFIG GTISA ARBEA TAR
el | AR R e Rurs Smaraen sve a3 gy Ten e

“if# 3 fewe’ anenfeat, ey s@==a= (Poverty Eradication

wiftE qAwFad Raw s w1y Paon 67 aem wfowe) swaaen w5
21T, AN+ ¢ Tors Rruar usFens oy 3R wfewme |

TS R (@ @ NE ooy [ gerrer Gl wve oo ¢

T R et fEfh 1o e e snEEen oferavw tefare

. AR AN :
- Cluster)
AR HLATT S5
frwere e -
endftas wefeera o 2|
el ¢ Wfewme ;. wiftw
_ AGTS AT 2AfBTIw DBATS TRt
Q. WA A9 :
Cluster)
SRR ) 1
ferwrers ol : RS fAEeg 3 erfiee FrerETen il
el ¢ Uowme -
©. °Twd AN =f#rf31 fa=re’ csten (Gender Cluster)
a7 i
firmrers e
v el |
el ¢ wfewe

OO T TJAorE ¢ T I TR wfewme) AT affm e

W W oo 2y A v/ e wrwem/afenes A

| (oiolr fasrn ggFene EE e ofieree Tar wfewen
frar saen R Ty g 9 g e R
Twee g sze FITaER 9T v wfeer o TA)

HAITTE|

HIW AR CRTAR AreYy O e 31 offt AT wiava Rrafte a1 anan ewrd, euré
YRTES @ ANETR AT IJIYAT Wewe! S e I Reaks wa

T smiclH srefefas e A TR JOT8 SeE IR IS TR -
@ex ¢ FARAu: Fofe afftrr e ¢ wfewmer ffere @ss ¢ wgafre e s

Be Tz AR w AR @ aifte o@rer T8 aiffot e Farr e anefiea
fifos a1 w1 Fdifes andftn Ty o@rwrn B8 zem smeens R o =xa

AT RN WA 0 A 908 9: () 7 e gam (wiafes adiom
ceta o1 ¢ wrem W, RAfEs ¥t ovma T/ A o MR O9RTe E))

() ST o o (f57) 3 e MR Tenfe 'R (9) FIW frEre avreR
TR AeNfe waffen (8) SIAWA 9 TW Fof TR @-I Y (wrE e R

BHER (E-97 S

FU e, fao@ = I SEAST 000,00 ((&7419) Brerm

ET5/C-T6R | AR IS @R ATSHN a»» URteE 00 YN ANGuSAl, NRY
e fASIet @ YIS ST W Beae femn et s oftete wA
ARG TLE GTP0/Co1-WEAA 757 ¢ UIAY 932 Iwa Bor oz = Aeens Sme sars w3
e SEwaa Afew I ooy 3 r 88 et ciifee <@ s W freere arrer =

AT (YITS T

]I 2o Stfemsts T E w0 |

YRR STaW= A AT (R |

7@ & Oh1/AEN/bd/ood/ a7




