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One-match ban
for Ronaldo

MILAN, Oct 27: Inter Milan's

- Brazilian striker Ronaldo was

banned for one match by [talian

League officials here on
Tuesday after he elbowed AC
Milan's Fabian Ayala in the
face dyring last weekend's
derby, reports AFP.

The punishment was le-
nient, considering that officials
decided to suspend Fiorentina's
Sandro Cois for two matches
for a similar offence.

Ayala, who was sent off at

the end of his team's 2-1 win, af-
Ronaldo's strike

ter fellin
partner Christian Vieri, also
picked up a one-match ban.
Ronaldo will now miss In-
ter's Serie A match here on Sat-
urday against league leaders

“Abbiati thinks
it’s his fault

MILAN, Oct 27: AC Milan
oalkeeper Christian Abbiati

oke down in tears here after a

1-1 draw with Chelsea which
his teammates believe has cost
them a place in the Champions

Leqﬂ:c. reports AFP.
e arithmetic says that Mi-

lan can still reach the second
round by beating Galatasaray
and hoping that Chelsea's
match next week with Hertha
Berlin does not finish all
square,

But logic says that a draw is
the most likely result at Stam-

ford Bridge as it would qualify

both teams, while there is every

chance of Milan losing to a re-
Luvcnat:d Galatasaray at [stan-
ul's Ali Sami Yen stadium.

Milan would then finish bot-
tom of Group H and fail to win
even the consolation prize for
the team finishing third - a
UEFA Cup slot.

Abbiati, beaten by Dennis
Wise after the Blues' skipper
had been put clean through the
Milan defence con Tuesday
night, said "It's all my fault”
three times and then burst into
tears.

After pulling himself to-
ether, he went on: "I should
ave come out. I'm not inter-

ested in whether someone
should have tackled him. I was
there and I should have reacted
quicker."”

Skipper Paolo Maldini rated
his team's chances of reaching
the next round as "not more
than one in a hundred. We are
all very disappointed.”

Midfielder Andres
Guglielminpietro added: "We
haven't played well in the
Champions League. Now we
need a miracle.”

Striker Oliver Bierhoff, who
had scored just three minutes
before Wise, said: "I feel sorry
for Abbiati, but he definitely
shouldn't feel it was his fault.

"Now we just have to try to

beat Galatasaray and not think
about what Cheslea and Hertha
are doing."”
Bierhoff had faith in the
comment by Chelsea coach Gi-
anluca Vialli that his team
wouldn't play for a draw next
week. as it wasn't how English
clubs play football.

“I've no doubts about that.”
said the German. "They're an
Ehngljﬁ 1;:ﬁ:a.m and I'm convinced

ey give eve ing. Th
obviously won't brgtil;’akjnng ag
risks, but I'm sure they'll be
playing to win."

ankey Test SEI‘iES'

Germany
go 2-1 up

CAIRNS, Australia, Oct 27:
Germany denied Australia a
last gasp equaliser to win 3-2 ir}
the third international and
keep their field hockey series
hopes alive here Tuesday night,
reports AFP.

The Australians had the
chance to equalise and seal the
five-game series with a final
minute penalty corner but
Michael's Brennan's strike
went wide.

Germany must now win the
final games in Townsville on
Friday and Murwillumbah on
Sunday to snatch a series win.

Australia won the opening
two games, 2-1 and 5-4, in
Darwin last Friday and
Saturday.

Owen boost
for Houllier

LONDON, Oct 27: Michael
Owen gave Liverpool manager
Gerard Houllier a rare piece of
good news Tuesday when it was
confirmed his hamstring in-
ury was not as serious as first
eared. reports AFP.

The young England striker
will miss West Ham's English
Premiership visit Wednesday
but he could return against
Bradford next Monday - and he
looks certain to be available for
England's Euro 2000 play-off
ties with Scotland on November
13 and 17.

The 19-year-old suffered the
injury after coming off the
bench at Southampton on Sat-
urday - Houllier being forced to
substitute him after just 22
minutes of action.

Owen also missed the first
three weeks of this season with
an injury he sustained to his
other hamstring back in April.

But now Houllier can see
light at the end of the tunnel as
far as the young forward is con-
cerned and he explained: "The
scan revealed that it's not a

ulled muscl.: it's just a strain.
t's not as serious as it looked,
so the news is encouraging.

“It's very difficult to say how
long he be out for. When it's
a strain. it could be between five
and 10 days.

“The good thing is that he
walked off immediately after he
felt something That's very im-
portant because if he'd kept
pla . he could have damaged
it more, so I'm pleased with
that.

“It's not the same leg as be-
fore. Obviously the doctor is

,Joo at the various causes of
it but it looks as if it's not as bad
as we feared it would be.”

+ T MILAN, Oct 27:
'f* “helsea coach Gi-
f__"' anluca Vialli was
»=+ . lheaping praise on
cHampions [t P ificent:
team here on
Tuesday mnight after the
bounced back to draw 1-1 wit

mighty AC Milan at San Siro,
reports AFP.

A draw next week against
Hertha Berlin would be enough
to qualify both teams at Stam-
ford Bridge and leave Milan to
scrap it out in Istanbul with
Galatasaray for a place in the,
,_'{_E'Ei" Cup. |
“" ™ think we played really
well.” Vialli said. "I think fhat
in the first half we were the best
team on the pitch and we cre-
ated chances by playing good
football.

“In the second half, losing
Dan Petrescu because he has
flu, meant that we lost widih on
the pitch and it got difficult. We
started defending a little bit too
deel.])_I and I think they were bet-
ter than us.

"Then they scored a goal...
but our reaction was magnifi-
cent,” he said. "The players
showed great character. cmr;i;F
back at San Siro. We equali
in three minutes and I think a
draw is a fair result.

"We are all proud of our per-
formance because I think we put
on a great performance. Of
course, as a manager I'm happy
because it was a very difficult
task, but we made it.

And he added: "It's not over
yet, we need another point next
week against Berlin. It's an-
other battle, but looking at how
we coped here at San Siro, I'm
quite optimistic."

The Italian coach also said
his team would not be playing
for a draw next week against
Hertha, claiming it would not
be the English thing to do.

"Matches can [inish in a
draw, but to start one with the
aim of getting a draw can be a
dangerous thing to do. So we'll
be %ﬂnﬁ out to win."

ialli understood the prob-
lem by his fellow countrymen
here.

"It's probably become very
difficult for Milan now because
Galatasaray can finish third in
the group and qualify for the
UEFA Cup if they win again. So
it won't be easy for Milan," he
said.

"But we will be playing our
game because in England, there
isn't this Kind of mentalit
where people go onto the pitc
just to take it easy. Our fans
wouldn't be happy, and our club
management would be even
less."

Vialli also spared a thought
for his tough, controversial

skip]ger.

‘Dennis doesn't score many
goals," he said. "It could be a vi-
tal goal, it could be a meaning-
less goal if we don't get a point
at least against Berlin.

"But of course, if we go
through, Dennis Wise the ¢ap-
tain scoring a great goal at San
Siro makes him the best person
to do that.

"As a captain, he's had a
quite difficult time over the
past week because of the send-
ing-off in Liverpool. I think he
deserves it."

Meanwhile, Milan coach Al-
berto Zaccheroni was left to rue
a defensive error which cost his
team victory but said he
wouldn’t be praying fer a mira-

cle in their next match.

“It's not that we need a mira-
cle. because in football there are-
no miracles.” Zaccheroni said.
"But it'll take a real feat.

"At this point. Hertha and

Chelsea have a very big advan-
tage over us. Theyre a few
points in front, they're playing
each other and we have to go to
Istanbul against a team whao are

"GIANLUCA VIALLI

back in the hunt for a UEFA
Cup place.

"Clearly, Hertha and Chelsea
are the favourites and things
are now out of our hands. It all
depends on what the others do.”

Commenting on Tuesday
night's match, the Zaccheroni
claimed that Chelsea played an
essentially defensive game, and
played it well, _
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Chelsea’s Denise Wise (L) and AC Milan’s Massimo

'On onc side, there was a
team who had to make all the
running, and on the other there
was a side who could settle for a
draw, and who therefore tried to
contain things and then strike
on the counter,

"At the beginning, [ thought
they were betier. We weren't ag-
gressive enough and didn't press
their defenders. We were too
tense.

“But we gradually improved
and we did some good things. In
the second half, Bierhoff scored
a great goal but we couldn't hold
onto the lead. :

"A defensive error made it
all square and after that we just
didn't have the physical or
h to come back.

As for the lapse which let
Dennis Wise through, Zac-
cheroni said: "It was exceed-
ingly careless. It seems that we
have do extraordinary things in
order to score, but other
teams...”

What impresed the Italian
most about his opponents was
“their determination and their
tenacity. But certainly, the two
men up front, (Tore Andre) Flo
and (Gianfranco) Zola, worked
very hard.

"Flo massacred himself," he
added. "He was going after every
ball, keeping possession, mak-
ing space and coming back to
detend."”

As for his team's general per-
formance, he said: 'T don't know
what [ can criticise them for,
they tried everything possible
to win against a good team who
defended well and who proved
they are very dangerous on the
break.”

Ambrosini fight for the ball in their Champions’ League

engagement at Milan.

— AFP photo

Sport

Vialli extremely pleased

HOUSTON, Oct 27:
Evander Holy-
lield, who lost a
piece of his ear in
a Mike Tyson
meltdown two
years ago, de-
fended his beleaguered nemesis
for hitting Orlin Norris after
the bell last Saturday, reports
Reuters.

‘As a fighter we always
somehow try to get the last blow
at the end of the bell because it
sends a message back to that
person,” Holyfield said Tuesday.

"When somebody hits you af-
ter the bell you gotta go sit back
down for that whole minute,
and. you're thinking how hard
he hits. That's the reason why a
guy likes to get that last shot.

“It's not that someone fouls
you to get you out of there, it's
that last shot gets you think-
Ing.” said Holyfield, here
training for his November 13
Las Vegas rematch against
Lennox Lewis for the undisputed
heavyweight title.

Besides, Holvfield said, Nor-
ris looked like he could have
continued instead of refusing to
leave his stool for the second
round, saying he had twisted his
right knee when Tyson's late

punch dropped him to the can-
vas.
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The referee had ruled that
Tyson’'s late hit in Las Vegas was
not intentional and took two
points from him, and the
Nevada State Athletic Commis-
sion declared the scheduled 10-
round fight a 'no contest' after
Norris refused to answer the
beel for the second round.

The Commission this week
is scheduled to rule, after re-
viewing tape of the fight,
whether Tyson threw the punch
late on purpose and should be
disqualified. Many ringsiders
do not believe the Commission
will overrule the referee.

Meanwhile, Tyson's purse of
about 10 million dollars has
been withheld. Norris received
his 800,000 dollars check.

"(Tyson) hurt the guy with
the shot but [ don't think it was
a devastating shot," said Holy-
field. who will defend his World
Boxing Association and Inter-
national Boxing Federation
heavyweight titles against
Lewis. champion of the World
Boxing Council.

"It surprised the guy and he
fell. When the guy got up he
wasn't wobbly or anything like
that. his eyes weren't rolled
back up in his head or anything
like that.” said Holyfield, who's
career is testimony that he
would have to be carried out on
a stretcher to concede anything

Holyfield pulls for Tyson

in the ring.

“There used to be a rule that,
shoot, you can't lose on a dis-
qualification. You gotta get up,
and people used to get up and

fight. They changed the rules. I °
still think shoot you can't lose
on a disqualification. You got to
get up and fight."

Holyfield said he believed

that Norris was told by his cor-
nermen to stay on his stool as
an easy payday.

‘it's kinda sad. If he was a
champion, you know, shoot,
%"{I:n]u're not giving up your belts.

is guy not one time was hol-
lering that he can't go on," Holy-
field said.

Holyfield, however, may not
have had the benefit of repeated
replays of the punch, which
clearly showed that Norris fell
awkwardly with much of his
weight on a twisted knee. And a
ringside doctor examined Nor-
ris and said his knee definitely
had been injured.

But, of course, the question
still remains why would Tyson
risk fouling the light-hitting
Norris, who was as much as a
12-1 underdog. In addition, the
fight was crucial to Tyson's bid
to reestablish himself as a
drawing card again in an effort
to climb out of some 20 million
dollars in debt.
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American Jim Courier playifig against Swiss ‘Marc Rosset at the Eurocard Open on October

— AFP photo

—

Asia Cup hockey
may be held in
Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 27:
Malaysia has offered to host
this year's Asia Cup hockey
championship in place of
Pakistan due to security fears
there following this month's
coup, officials said Wednesday,
reports AFP.

"Due to security concerns a
lot of countries are not keen to
play in Pakistan.” a source
close to the Asian Hockey
Federation told the news
agency.

The 10-day championship
starts November 18.

The Pakistan military led by
Pervez Musharraf seized power
after toppling Premier Nawaz
?lzlarif‘s government on October

The source said the response
from teams "is positive" to
Malaysia's offer, adding that
the Asian federation would
make a decision this week.

"It's a delicate issue and the
Malaysian Hockey Federation
does not wish to offend
Pakistan by its offer.” he said.

But the source predicted that
the Asian federation was likely
to switch the tournament to
Malaysia.

The champion from the
Asian tournament will be puar-

anteed a berth at the 2002 men's
hockey World Cup finals in
Malaysia. Sixteen teams will
takgfart in the World Cup com-
pared to 12 previously.

Velappan's
- warning

Members of the Asian
Football Federation (AFC) have
been warned aFaint organisin
internationa invitationa
tournaments and friendlies
without prior approval, says a
press release., '

AFC general secretary Dato
Peter Velappan in a circular to
all members said that there had
been a tendency for a number of
national associations in recent
months to organise interna-
tional tournaments and
friendlies without approval.

‘Such arrangements are in
violation of the statutes of the
AFC regarding the organisation
of invitational tournaments
and matches.

"In some instances, applica-
tions to organise the events
were submitted very late to the
AFC.

"The AFC Executive Commi-
ltee at its recent meeting in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, de-
cided that all national associa-
tions must comply with the
AFC statues or face severe dis-
ciplinary measures including
fines and sanctions," Dato Peter
Valappan stated.

Meanwhile, the AFC has in-
vited its members to apply to
host the 13th Asian gup in
2004,

All bids must have the back-

ing of the governments of the
respective countries. The clos-!
ing date for entries for the bid is
December 31st, 1999,
. The successful host will be
decided by the AFC Executive
Committee which meets in
Lebanon in October 2000 during
the 12th Asian Cup.

Kournikova
advances

LINZ, Australia, Oct 27:
Sixth seeded Russian Anna
Kournikova celebrated her
comeback from injury with a 6-
4, 6-4 win over Cara Black of
Zimbabwe at the women's tour-
nament in Linz yesterday, re-
ports Reuters.

After being sidelined for 11
weeks with a right foot injury,
Kournikova was not at her best
and had to recover from one

break down in each set for the
hard court triumph in 69 min-
utes. In the second round, world
number 13 Kournikova. whose
participation in Linz was un-
certain until the weekend, will
meet Romania's Irina Spirlea.

Germany's Anke Huber be-
came the second seed to crash
after the tournament's number
severnl, Russian Elena Likhovt-
seva, bowed to Austria's French
open quarterfinalist Barbara
Schwartz in straight sets on
Monday.

Huber, the number eight
seed, lost 6-2, 6-3 to Anne-
Gaelle Sido of France. Another
Frenchwoman, fifth seed San-
drine Testud, won her first
round battle 7-5. 6-2 over Bar-
bara Rittner of Germany.

Courier pays
homage to
Stewart

STUTTGART, Oct 27: Jim
Courier won a thriller in the
Eurocard open men's tourna-
ment first round on Tuesday,
then paid tribute US Open go
champion Payne Stewart who
died in a plane crash on Mon-
day, reports Reuters.

American former world
number one Courier, playin
his first match since the U
open nearly two months ago,
came from within two points of
defeat to oust former Olympic
chEamplun Marc Rosset 4-6, 7-6,
6-2.

Afterwards his thoughts
were for the tragedy affecting
his fellow Americans.

"I am saddened for the
loss, not only for Payne Stew-
art's faml(I!y‘ but also for his
agents and the pilots.... It just
touches us a little bit more
when it's someone we know or
know of. :

Courier, who had been an
acquaintance of Steward's,
added: "None of us ever know
where we are going. I guess
Payne went out on one of his

highest years ever. But none of
that would be worth the
time he is going to miss with his
family.” =
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Che Dhily Sty 1

STUTTGART, Oct
27: Two-time ch-
ampion Richard
Krajicek took the
first step towards
a possible repeat
ol his 1998 and 1995 titles at the
2.45-million-dollar Eurocard
Open Tuesday night with a 6-4,
7-6 win over American Chris
Woodruff, reports AFP.

Dutchman Krajicek ad-
vanced into the third round at
the Hans-Martin Schleyer Hall
after the first-round bye en-
Joyed by all 16 seeds at the in-
door Mercedes Super 9 event.

The big-serving eighth seed
won the first career meetin
against world number 53

oodruff, who stood 1,599 last
February after missing almost
all of 1998 through injury.

Krajicek led the way ’ll:Lynesrda}r
for two other seeds. Greg
Rusedski. the British number
five, advanced without effort as
Swede Magnus Larsson pulled
out with a back injury before
their match.

Sweden's Thomas Engvist,
seeded 13th, eliminated
Michael Chang 6-4, 6-2 as the
American's effort to recover
from a number 73 ranking

Swede Thomas Enqvist executes a backhand return against American Michael Chang at
the Eurocard Open in Stuttgart on Tuesday.

‘

— AFP photo

stalled for another frustrating
week.

German Nicolas Kiefer. the
fourth and final seed on court
Tuesday. never finished his
match with Romanian Andrei

tiebreaker, where

Krajicek
ended the evening with an ace.
Jim Courier made a winning
return to Stuttgart after a three-
year absence Tuesday. stoppin
Swiss Marc Rosset 4-6, 7-6, 6-

Pavel. injuring an ankle in the to book a second-round place
first set and finally limping off South African Wayne
after treatment a 6-5 loser. .Ferreira, a new father last

month, beat Justin Gimelstob
of the US 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in their
second-round match.

The lnllur}r denied world
number Andre Agassi a
chance to team with Kiefer in
doubles, but the 29-year-old
American got in some tennis
anyway on his day off.

In the early evening, crowds
at Centre Court were treated to
the rare sight of Agassi and new

irlfriend Steffi Graf practisin
fore the top seed's coach Bra
Gilbert took charge of his man's
light workout.

Agassi opens Wednesda
night, playing Australian Mar
Philippoussis in the second
round.

Krajicek won the first set
against Woodrufl with a single
break. In the second, the
Dutchman had a 30-0 lead in
the ninth game, but Woodruff
recovered to hold for 5-4.

The seed saved a set point
late in the second, levelling at
5-5. Woodruff took it into a

Frenchman Sebastien
Grosjean advanced over Spain's
Fernando Vicente 6-2, 6-2,
while Mariano Zabaleta of
Argentina put out American
Vince Spadea 6-4, 3-6, 6-1,

Fabrice Santoro of France
defeated Younes El Aynaoui of
Morocco 6-2, 6-4, while
Spaniard Albert Costa knocked
out the second Moroccan in the
geld. Hicham Arazi, 7-5, 2-6, 6-

Wednesday's bill is packed,
with both Agassi and second
seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov play-
ing. Also on court: third seed
Todd Martin. number four
Gustavo Kuerten and tenth-
seeded Briton Tim Henman,
playing his opening match
against Czech Daniel Vacek.

World of golf mourns

HOUSTON, Texas, Oct 27:
The world of golf was in mourn-
ing Tuesday for US Open cham-
pion Payne Stewart, who died
Monday in an air crash, reports
AFP.

Stewart was due to play in
the Tour Championship here
this week and flags at the
Houston Champions’ Golf Club
were flying at half-mast while a
red ribbon surrounded a place
in the car park reserved for the
American Ryder Cup star.

Tournament organisers are
considering altering the sched-
ule to allow players to attend
Stewart's funeral, likely to take
place Friday or Saturday.

The game's legends queued
up to pay tributes to 42-year-old
Stewart, a married father of
two, who had won three Majors
(one USPGA and two US Opens)
- and featured on two winning
American er Cup teams.

Arnold Palmer said: "This
was one of the most terrible
tragedies of modern-day golf.”

Jack Nicklaus, the most suc-
cessful player in the history of
the sport, said: "He will be
sorely missed by anyone who
ever knew him or had the plea-
sure of watching him play.
Payne was just coming into his
own and it is truly saddening
that he has been lost in his
prime."

Curtis Strange added: "We
have lost someone who is truly
a great ambassador for the
game.”

Perhaps the most moving
tribute came from Europe's top
golfer Colin Montgomerie.

Scotland's Montgormerie, six
times winner of the European
Order of Merit, was a member of

to enjoy the time you have.

"After our singles match in
Boston Payne spoke to my wife,
gave her a hug and a kiss and
said he was sorry for the way
the crowd behaved and that it
should not have happened.

b i

When Eimear
(Montgomerie's wife) told me
that I thought it was a very nice
thing for him to have done.
Above all, | respected his ap-
proach to the game and never
more so than at Brookline in
those extraordinary circum-
stances.

"It takes a big man to stand
up and be counted. Payne St
art was certainly that an
shall be eternally grateful.”

INVESTIGATION ON

Meanwhile, investigators
were picking through the debris
Tuesday of a Learjet that
crashed with golfer Payne
Stewart and five other people
aboard after streaking out of
control across the length of the
United States.

A team of experts from the
National Transportation
Safety Board was on hand at the
crash site near Mina, South
Dakota.

But although they refused to
be drawn on the possible causes
of the tragedy, aviation experts
were speculating that it could
only have been multiple system
failure which brought down a
jet with such an impeccable
safety record.

And a gradual rather than a
sudden or dramatic loss of pres-
surisation was most likely part
of the equation based on the
facts known about the ill-fated
flight according to one expert.

the European Ryder Cup team
defeated B; the United States in
a higly-charged match in
Boston last month.

Stewart conceded his singles
match to Montgomerie because
the Scotsman - a target of abuse
for some American spectators -
was being subjected to insults
and taunts and Stewart -

e

PAYNE STEWART

renowned for his fair play -
wanled to put an end to it.

Montgomerie, speaking in
Jerez, Spain, said: "This is too
close to home and we're all
hurting.

"I was stunned when [ heard
last night and coming so soon
after the Paddington rail crash
lin Britain) it proves how fragile
life is and how important it is
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