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'UN appeals for $199m

US panel moves
to bolster
military ties
with Taiwan

WASHINGTON, Oct 27: A
key US House of Representa-
tives panel on Tuesday diluted
but passed a measure aimed at
bolstering US-Taiwan military
ties, brushing aside criticisms
that the bill would inflame ten-
sions between Taipei and Bei-
jing, reports AFP.

By a 32-6 margin. the House
International Relations Commit-
tee tempered and approved the
“Taiwan Security Enhancement
Act” over strong objections from
several lawmakers on both
sides and a top aide to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton who sought the
bill's defeat.

The committee's Republican
chairman, Representative Ben-
jamin Gilman, said the mea-
sure was needed in the face of
China's "overwrought sabre-
rattling and the deleterious ef-
fect that this has had on re-
gional stability.”

"This could be seen as the
Taiwan Security Destabilisation
Act,” Assistant Secretary of
State Stanley Roth countered
after the hearing. The bill "could
be particularly destabilising
given the current environment"
of heightened cross-strait ten-
sion and poor Sino-US relations.

The altered bill lacks the
original initiative's mention of
specific arms -- such as missile
defence, air-to-air missiles, and
diesel submarines -- which the
president could transfer to Tai-
wan under the bill.

But it keeps provisions call-
ing for Taiwan military officers
to have an increased number of
slots at US military training
facilities. and for the establish-
ment of direct communications
between the armcd forces of
both countries.

The measurc also calls for
stepped-up Pentagon trainin
and exchange programs wit
"senior officers.” omitting the
specific ranks listed in the origi-
nal bill.

Ties between Taipei and Bei-
jing -- which has considered

aiwan a renegade province
since Chinese Nationalists fled
there in 1949 after a civil war
with the Communists -- hit their
lowest point this year when Tai-
wan's president said in July
they should have state-to-state
relations.

3 Americans
kidnapped
in Yemen

SANAA, Oct 27: Armed
Yemeni tribesmen kidnapped
three US citizens, two of them
women, and were holding them
in a remote valley, a colleague
of one of the women told AFP

tnd_:ﬁ'l. Al

e head of the American
Institute for Yemeni Studies
(AIYS) in Sanaa, Marta Col-
burn, aged around 40, was
seized together with her parents
as they were returning to
Sanaa, the colleague said, ask-
ing not to be named.

The group was on a tourist
tri]i» to the central city of Taez.
Colburn's husband and son
remained in Sanaa.

A police official told AFP the
three Americans were abducted
at 6:00 p.m. (2100 BST) Tues-
day on the road to the capital
Sanaa from the town of
Dhammar to the south. :

Tribal sources said the kid-
nappers belong to the Bani
Jabr tribe, who have taken a
number of foreigners hostage in
the past. They were demanding
the release of five fellow tribes-
men being held by the govern-
ment.

aid for E Timor

Indonesian officer freed

East Timor, Oct 27:
Pro-independence guerillas have
freed a captured Indonesian
army officer, clearing the way
for Jakarta to withdraw its last
remaining troops from East
Timor, as the UN appealed to-
day for 199 milliun dollars of
emergency aid for the territory.
reports AFP. -

The United Nations Transi-
tional Authority (UNTAET) issued
a statement saying Captain
1.G.K. Hartawan had been re-
leased to UN staff by the
Falantil guerillas on Tuesday af-
ter being held since September
T

DILI,

“The TNI captain was tired
but in good physical shape.”
said the statement,

It said UN Mission in East

Timor (UNAMET) chief military
liaison officer Brigadier General

Rezaqul Haider oversaw the
handover with Falintil chief
Xanana Gusmao at the guerilla
cantonment at Remexio.

'He was then brought to UN-
AMET headquarters in Dili and
dressed in a TNI (Indonesian
military] uniform. Captain
Hartawan was officially handed
over to authorities of the In-
donesian task force," said the
statement.

Around 1,000 Indonesian
troops remain based in the
East Timor capital Dili and offi-
cers have reportedly told UN-
AMET they would not leave until
Hartawan was safely in their
hands.

The UN said Wednesday that
199 million dollars in humani-
larian aid would be needed to
help the people of East Timor
weather the next nine months.

Lise Grande, spokeswoman
for the Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA). said the most urgent
humanitarian task was to en-
sure people had access to food.
water and medical supplies.

The infrastructure of East
Timor was almost totally de-
stroyed in a violent rampage by
pro-Indonesia militias a?tger a
UN-sponsored referendum on
August 30 produced a massive
vote in favour of independence
from Indonesia.

Grande said around 73 mil-
lion dollars was earmarked for
coping with the return of
relugees, including shelter, 33
million dollars was for food aid
and food security, 27 million
dollars for health and 10 million
dollars for education.

Russia fires tactical
missiles at Grozny

VLADIKAVKAZ, Russia, Ocl
27: Russia today fired two tac-
lical missiles in the direction of
the Chechen capital Grozny.
Russian military sources tn{’l
AFP.

The source said the missiles
were fired from the Russian
Sputnik military base situated
near the North Ossetian city of
Vladikavkaz.

The two rockets were fired
within 30 seconds of each other.
the source said.

An AFP reporter in Grozny
earlier reported that the capital
had come under intense bom-
bardment at around 12:00
p.m. (1400 BST).

The reporter initially said the
assault appeared to come from
heavy artillery fire which lasted
between five and 10 minutes.

The AFP reporter later said
that two massive explosions
could be heard in the Chechen
capital, altl'ough it was not

immediately clear which targets
had come under fire.

He said a 30-minute Russian
air boinbardment assault also
continued over the capital until
around 1:15 p.m. (1515 BST).

The Zolotskoi, Kalinino.
Olimpiysky, Oktyabrsky and

Staropromyslovsky regions of

Grozny, as well as the city's
centre, all came under attack.

One of the Russian air
bombs dropped only 100 me-
ters in front of the AFP reporter
but failed to detonate.

No immediate casualty fig-
ures were available althnuﬁh
people at the scene said the
damage appeared immense.

Traffic was completely cut
ofl throughout out the city, while
civilians scrambled for safety in
basements and homes. .

Reuters adds: Dozens of
Russian armoured colunins
rolled closer to the Chechen

pital today, but commanders

of the federal forces were silent
over whether they planned to
storm Grozny.

Russian troops were re-
ported to have moved closer on
the west, northwest and eastern
sides of the capital and generals
showed few signs of wanting to
end their air and artillery
strikes against what they say
are rebel targets in Chechnya.

"Over the last three days,
(the western forces) have got to
within 24 km (15 miles) of the
main aim of our moves, the
main strike,” Major General
Vladimir Shamanov, comman-
der of the western forces in the
North Caucasus, said in tele-
vised comments. but he did not
clarify whether his comments
meant taking Grozny.

Russia's Ren TV reported
that up to 200 Russian tanks
were attacking an area 15 km
(nine miles} from the Chechen
capital.

Portuguese President Jorge Sampaio (right) toasts with his Chinese counterpart Jiang

BIEFRY

65 militants surrender in

eria;

Sixty-five more Islamic militants have turned themseélves in to
Algerian authorities, hoping to benefit from a peace plan that

would
reports from Algeria.

grant them amnesty, officials announced Tuesday. AP

Eight of the insurgents have already been granted amnesty
by a probation committee. officials said.

British climber killed in Himalavas:

British climber Ginette Lesley

on the world's seventh hi

Harrison died in an avalanche
ghest mountain in the Himalayas

earlier this week. a hiking official said yesterday, Reuter

reports from Kathmandu.

"We lost Ginette,” Murri Sharma, chief of Parivar Trekking,

the
band Gary Pfisterer as saying.

agency handling the expedition. quoted her climber hus-

15dieinlmsghmgeinSﬁLanka:

A packed bus veered off

road and plunged into a precipice in

e
central Sri Lanka, killing 15 and injuring 35, a police official
said Wednesday, AP reports from Colombo.

The bus, which was travelling from the capital of Colombo to
the central town of Gampola. lost control and skidded off the

road Tuesday, falling

10 meters (yards), near the town of Pus-

sellawa. 90 kilometers (55 miles) east of the capital.

Military 10

JAKARTA., Oct 27:
Indonesia's new Cabinet was
widely hailed Wednesday. with
some of the ministers getting to
work even before they are
sworn in. reports AP.

Analysts warned. however,
that the poverty-stricken popu-
lace, impatient for immediate
improvements, is unlikely to
tolerate much of a honeymoon
period.

President Abdurrahman
Wahid. whose election by par-
liament last week entrenched
Indonesia’'s transition to
democracy. on Tuesday an-
nounced a Cabinet filled with
political neophytes, Islamic
party politicians and fewer mil-
itary oflicials than ever before.

The 35 new ministers are
likely to be sworn in on Friday.
But Economics Minister Kwi
Kian Gie already was pressing
for an economic turnaround,
while Attorney General
Marzuki Darusman said he

would re-examine the contro-
versial decision to drop a cor-
ruption probe of former
President Suharto.

Kwik inherits the daunting
task of revamping Indonesia's
slzggish economy. He has
pledged to move quickly to re-
pair the country's damaged re-
lations with the International
Monetary Fund in the wake of
the high-profile Bank Bali cor-
ruption scandal.

Kwik said the IMF. which
had suspended its multibillion-
dollar bailout programme “has
pledged to assist Indonesia to
recover its economy,” adding
that it would help the country
raise more funds for its social
safety net.

"We have to cooperate and
work hard to save the young
generation from malnutrition,”
Kwik said. "We have to avoid
having a lost generation.”

Kwik said his economic
leam already has started to get

) Zemin during a dinner in the Palacio da Ajuda in Lisbon on Tuesday.

— AFP photo

[SLAMABAD, Oct 27: Japan
today urged Pakistan's post-
coup military government to
sign the comprehensive nuclear
test ban treaty (CTBT) as early
as possible, foreign office offi-
cials said, reports AFP.

A five-member Japanese
delegation led by minister of
state for foreign affairs, Ichita
Yamamoto, met with Pakistan
President Muhammad Rafiq
Tarar and newly al::gointed for-
eign minister Abdul Sattar.

The visit was the first by a
foreign mission since the army
ousted prime minister Nawaz
Sharif's government October 12
and General Pervez Musharraf
assumed power.

Officials said the Japanese
envoy was briefed on the factors
which led to the ouster of
Sharif.

whose meeting

J apan asks Pakistan
to sign

CTBT

The delegation was told that
the military government's top
priorities were strengthening of
the federation, rapid revival of
the economy and ensuring law
and order and accountability,
they said.

okyo has ressed concern
over the latest developments in
Pakistan but decided not to im-
se any sanctions against Is-
amabad. already facing inter-
national curbs since testing its
nuclear weapons in response to
similar blasts by rival India in
May last year.

The Japanese minister
followed similar
talks in India, "lauded Pak-
istan's commitment to the in-
ternational non-proliferation ef-
forts and urged Pakistan to sign
the CTBT as early as possible,”
officials said.

Factory fire
kills 20 in
China

BEIJING, Oct 27: A quickl
spreading fire in a leather s
factory suffocated 20 wuﬁcers
and injured nine others in the
southern Chinese city of
Guangzhou, the official Beijing
Youth Daily reported Wednes-
day, says AP,

Firefighters extinguished
the fire within 15 minutes of be-
inE&:alled to the factory around
7:40 am Tuesday and found the
dead and injured on the top
floor of the three-story build-
ing, the newspaper said.

The report called the fire the
worst in nearly 20 years in
Guangzhou, the economically
vibrant capital of Goangdong
province near Hong Kong.

The newspapers cited
unidentified authorities as say-
ing that the privately owned
lactory had no license and the
facility was a fire hazard.

Police have detained the fac-
lory manager as part of the in-
vestigation into the cause of the
fire, the newspaper said.

Breakneck economic growth
and a lax if not outright corrupt
officialdom have created a
legacy of ill-regulated, shoddy
and badly equipped factories
prone to accidents.

Chechen president
rules out talks

with Moscow

GROZNY, Russia, Oct 27:
Chechen President Aslan
Maskhadov today ruled out
holding any future negotiations
with Russian leaders and called
on the North Caucasus to rally
behind his war-torn republic.
reports AFP,

"'t is useless to hold talks
wi*.. ‘Prime Minister Vladimir)
Putis: because he is only looking
for revenge,” Maskhadov told a
press conference in the sepa-
ratist republic's capital.

"Putin is looking to score a
victory because he wants to

reserve the image of a tough
eader before his own people. He
is working only on his image."

Maskhadov's comments
came as Russian forces massed
troops around the outskirts of
Grozny and prepared to seal off
the capital from all outside con-
tact.

The Chechen president re-
ported hea ﬂg]l'?ttng on the
northern and western outskirts
of Grozny but denied Moscow
media reports that Russia had
managed to slip the first recon-
naissance soldiers into the capi-
tal's suburbs.

"They are not inside Grozny,"
Maskhadov said.

He further called on leaders
of neighbouring southern Rus-
sian republics to rally to Chech-
nya's defence.

“The only way to end to end
this war is that if the leaders of
the North Caucasus say 'hands
nffd Chechnya'." Maskhadov
said.

Two Falungong
followers die in
police custody

BEIJING, Oct 27: Two fol-
lowers of the banned Falungong
spiritual group have died at-
tempting to escape police cus-
tody during the recent crack-
down on its activities, the organ-
isation said today, reports AFP.

One of the deaths was con-
firmed independently.

Chtn% Ying, 18, died after
jumping from a train while un-
der police arrest, an official at
Shuren Senior Middle School in
Jiamusu city, where the girl
lived, said.

"She wanted to escape so she
jumped out of the bathroom
window of the train” the official
told AFP.

The girl had gone to Beijing
in early August to protest the
July 22 ban on Falungong. She
was being escorted back to her
hometown by police, the official
said.

Another Falungong follower,
Zhao Dong, 38, from Jixi city,
Heilongjiang also died after
{umping from a train in a simi-
ar incident, Falungong's New
York spokeswomen Gail Rachlin
told ;

Earlier this month, police in
the town of Zhangxing in the
northeastern Chinese province
of Shandong confirmed that
Zhao Jinhua, 42, had died at
the local police station after she
was taken in for "education."

Falungong followers say she
was beaten to death.

China has continued to
round up followers of the
banned group, while govern-
ment offices, state-owned en-
terprises and universities have
been told to lay off or expel
Falungong followers in their
midst if they refuse to accept
"education” and renounce their
beliefs in the group.

yesterday, a few hours

Khatami arrives in Paris
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Suspected members of Iranian opposition groups are arrested by

Che Tkily Star 9

French police in Paris
: before the arrival of Iranian President Mohammad Khatami in the
French capital. Thirty-nine people were detained in raids on Iranian opposition groups.

— AFP photo

amid tight security

PARIS, Oct 27: President
Mohammad Khatami arrived
here for a ground-breaking visit
today as France ordered a ma-
Jjor crackdown to avoid big dis-
turbances during his three-day
stay. reports AFP,

The moderate president is
the first Iranian head of state
lo visit France since the 1979
Islamic Revolution.

As Khatami flew in from
Orly international airport by he-
licopter to Paris, where he will
be put up at the official Marigny
residence for visiting heads of
state and government, dissident
Iranians massed for a protest
against the visit,

Some 2,000 protestors wav-
ing flags turned up at around
noon at the Trocadero square
complaining of Tehran's poor
human rights record.

Fog held up Khatami's ar-
rival and threatened to cause
the cancellation of talks between
Khatami and French Prime
Minister Lionel Jospin. who had

been due to meet the moderate
Iranian leader for brief talks
helore flying off himself for a
visit to the Caribbean.

Security was tight around
Marigny residence, which is just
across the road from President
J acqlues Chirac’s Elysee palace.

Three of the city's under-
ground Metro rail stations
nearby -- Concorde, Champs
Elysees and Invalides -- were
closed to the public and streets
cordoned off to traffic.

Police earlier cracked down
against Iranian dissidents and
border police have been turning
away Iranians by the hundreds
to prevent potential trouble-
makers from entering France
during the visit, |

The surprise raids involving
dozens of officers came as
France also reinstated border
controls this week, turning away
hundreds of Iranian travellers
due to the visit.

Four people remained in de-
tention on Wednesday morning

after police released 35 others,
many of them women and chil
dren, who were picked up in

three separate and often viol nt
raids in Paris and the suburbs,
In Auvers-sur-Oise. norih-

west of Paris, where the

dent People’'s Mujahidec:

headquartered in a large co

E{}U['Id. Iranian exiles hur’ed
locks of concrete and stones at

squads of police moving in un-

der cover of dark.

Mujahideen leader Massoud
Rﬂ‘jaﬂ. who also heads its politi-
cal wing, the National Counci' of
Resistance of Iran (NCRI), said
in a statement that the ra'ds
were "a blatant and outragecus
contravention of the principles
of human rights, freedom of
ex%ressicn ... and the sarred
right of asylum.”

[n a message to President
Jacques Chirac, Rajavi urged
an end to "acts of harassment"
and sald the "unprecedented
action” was "devoid of anv '
justification or reason.

Jakarta to reopen
Suharto probe

JAKARTA, Oct. 27: The new
Indonesian government will re-
open a gralt probe into former
president Suharto. the attorney
general said Wednesday, as
President Abdurrahman Wahid
said the former strongman
should regay the state if he was
found to be sitting on an illegal
fortune.

"The case needs to be pro-
cessed by the attorney general's
olffice," Attorney General
Marzuki Darusman told AFP,

He said the authorities could
either reopen the existing inves-
tigation or continue the probe
targeting different areas of the
case. The old probe concen-
trated on the huge charities
that Suharto ran.

‘It is either reopening the
case or continuing to probe
other issues within the case,"
Darusman said.

But he said that whatever
the decision. the probe would
remain one on suspected cor-
ruption.

"So far the attorney general's
office has been handling a cor-
ruption case and it would (now
also) be a corruption case," said
Darusman, who was Tuesday
named the new attorney gen-
eral. He is expected to be sworn
in along with the other mem-
bers of the new cabinet on Fri-
day.

He could not give a precise
date for the reopening of the
case but said that it would be
"as soon as possible."

The acting attorney general
in the government of Wahid's
predecessor B.J. Habibie earlier
this month halted an official
probe into Suharto related to
the vast charity foundations he
controlled. citing insufficient evi-
dence.

Earlier Wednesday Wahid
said at a breakfast with In-
donesian editors that he felt
Suharto should be made to re-
pay the state if the probe
showed he had illegally amassed
a fortune.

"According to me, the most
we can do is to investigate
Suharto and then, based on the

results of the investigation. de-
cide on how much wealth he
should return.” Wahid said.

He said the money returned

Suharto

would be used to fund efforts to
help the country emerge from
ils current econornic and food
Crisls.

Wahid said he thought his
solution would bring faster con-
crete results than if Suharto
was taken to court.

"That would be better than
getting all excited in court, while
scores of years go by without
the case being settled,” he said.

He cited the dragging court
process on former Philippine
president Ferdinand Marcos
that took over a decade and
said that in current conditions.
Indonesia could not afford to
wait that long,

The former government's
move to halt the official probe
into Suharto sparked a public
furore amid accusations
Suharto protege Habibie was
deliberately dragging his feet.

The national assembly which
met in November last year
tasked the Habibie government
with eradicating corruption,
collusion and nepotism and
specifically mentioned a need
for a probe into Suharto.

The trial of Suharto over ac-
cusations of illegally massing
wealth during his 32 years in

ower has been a main re-
ormist demand.

Suharto is currently suing
the US magazine Time for alle-
gations it made in a cover story
in May that he and his family
were sitting on a fortune of 15
billion dollars

Strike disrupts
life in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Oct 27: Schools,
shops and businesses shut down
in Kashmir on Wednesday in
response to a general strike
called by pro-separatist leaders
to protest the landing of Indian
troops in the valley 52 years
ago, reports AP,

Most buses, cars and taxis
stayed off the streets and atten-
dance was thin in government
offices.

The All Party Hurriyat Con-
ference, an umbrella organisa-
tion of 32 pro-separatist politi-
cal, legal and voluntary groups
that 513:[101'15 the 10-year-old
anti-India insurrection in
Kashmir, observed October 27,
as a "black day."

The conference also
protested the detention of more
than 20 of its leaders held with-
out charges by state authorities
for more than two weeks.

Police detained the Hurriyat
leaders for organising anti-In-
dia demonstrations and a boy-
cott of parliamentary elections.

Indian plane
skids oft
Y angon airport

YANGON, Oct 27: An Indian
Airlines jet veered off the run-
way al Yangon airport in heavy
rain after clipping landing
lights, witnesses said today, re-
ports AFP,

No one was injured in the
accident on Tuesday evening but
the Boeing 737 aircraft, on a
flight from Calcutta to Singa-
pore via Myanmar, was severely
damaged.

“The plane went off to the
right after it hit landing lights,”
a witness at the airport said.

“The front nose-wheel was
broken and the left rear wheel
was crushed,” said the witness,

There were no immediate de-
tails of the total number of pas-
sengers and crew on the plane,
but sources quoted by the Press
Trust of India reported that
some had already left Yangon
for Singapore on a SilkAir flight.

Airline officials said all inter-
national flights into Yangon had
been suspended as the runway
was still blocked by the severely
damaged plane.

le reduced in

used to their new portfolios.
"We all need time to study

our mission.” Kwik said. "We're

still not installed in our new
offices; we're studying the situa-
tion and need a lot of input”
from as many people as possi-
ble.

Wahid continued to host
courtesy calls by foreign am-
bassadors, including

Australia's John McCarthy,

who afterward expressed hope
for an improvement in rela-
tions, strained over Australia's
leading role in the interna-
tional peacekeeping mission in
East Timor.

Major newspapers expressed
satisfaction with the new min-
isterial lineup, even though
there are four holdovers from
past Cabinets under Suharto,
who resigned in May 1998 amid
pro-democracy protests and ri-
ols, and his handpicked succes-
sor. B J Habibie,

"Our ravaged country today

is like a wreiched soul tossed
around in a rough sea.” the
Jakarta Post said in an edito-
rial. "Our cabinet could prove to
be our life preserver ...."

However, it warned that
Indonesians are impatient for
improvements.

"Although we are still
coasting on the euphoria of the
change to a new government,
the mood could easily swing to
widespread dissatisfaction if
the government fails to deliver
in meeting public expectations,”
the newspaper said.

The first anti-government
protest since the Cabinet an-
nouncement took place
Wednesd -+ at Jakarta's main
traffic c.. .« as about 30 stu-
dents chanted, "Reject the mili-
tary.”

'"'i"hc reform s e is not
yet over,” university student
Nurul Inavah said. e intend

to watch President Wahid to en-

new Indonesian cabinet

sure he does the right things,
such as restarting the Suharto
investigation.”

She said the students were
fo an opposition group to
"keep s honest."

It remained unclear how the
powerful military would accept
its reduced role and the ap-
pointment of the first civilian
defense minister in four
decades.

Juwono Sudarsono faces the
huge task of reforming a mili-
t widely accused of human
rights abuses and meddling in

litics. He also has the chal-
enge of keeping restive parts of
the country from trying to
break away.

He takes over from Gen.
Wiranto, the powerful military
leader who also was replaced as
commander of Indonesia's
armed forces. Wiranto was
awarded the senior post of po-
litical and security affairs min-
ister.

b

Indonesian students shout slogans at Welcome Square in Jakarta

against fiwe military members in the new cabinet.
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— AFP Photo
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