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Why Punish the Patients?

HE commotion among internee doctors of
Dhaka Medical College Hospital and teachers

and students of Dhaka

Dental College following

Monday's assault by DU students on their premises
shows no sign of dying down. We have already con-
demned, in a strongly-worded editorial, the hooli-
ganism some Dhaka University students un-
leashed at both the DMCH and DDC in reaction to a

fellow student's death

at the Medical College

Hospital. We called them 'marauding mourners'’
who did injustice to the memory of deceased
Monir by taking their wrath out on public and pri-
vate property including cars. Some doctors were al-
legedly roughed up, too. However, it is the turn now

for the doctors of Dhaka

Medical College Hospital

and Dhaka Dental College to draw a flak for their
reaction overall to the rowdyism of DU students.
They observed a 24-hour 'token' work-stoppage
at the DMCH on Tuesday threatening to go on an
indefinite strike if their demands to bring the cul-

prits to book and beef up

the DMCH's security ar-

rangements were not met in 15 days' time. The
Dental College has already embarked upon an in-

definite strike, according
terday.

to reports published yes-

We fully empathise with the internee doctors'’

torrid outrage over the DU students'

extremely

rowdy behaviour but can't overlook the fact that

their reaction is largely

misplaced because it is

the hospital patients and not the assaulting DU
students who are being the victims of their work-
stoppage. Owing to Tuesday's strike itself, sched-
uled surgical operations were delayed, outdoor pa-
tients went away unattended and the indoor pa-
tients did not receive routine attention.

We urge the internee doctors to step back from

any further

strike in view of the

investigative

work started by a 4-member probe committee ear-

lier formed by the health

has two weeks to fix the responsibility for the un-

ministry. The committee

toward incidents. The doctors' allegation about the
police playing a by-stander's role need to be gone

into.

At the same time, we would like to know

what the Dhaka University authorities are doing

with their students going

haywire on that day. We

feel that under no circumstances should the pa-

tients be punished for the

fault of others.

Power Distribution

UESDAY'S meeting

of the parliamentary

Tstanding committee on the ministry of energy
and mineral resources has indeed been definitive
in its observations and unequivocal in its recom-
mendations. The hole, the JS body rightly pointed
out, is at the heart of power distribution, and not
the generation. While power generation has in-
creased, it maintained, the distribution system has
not, really shown any sign of improvement what-
svever. Let alone installation of new power lines,
the old ones are not properly maintained. Also, at
the management end, decentralisation of authori-

ties through formation
“instead of making PDB

of DESA and DESCO.
efficient and dynamic”,

has miserably failed to yield any benefit, except for

catering
officials”. On the whole,
tions have hit the bull's
that detection of such a

to the “professional aspirations of a few

the committee's observa-
eye. We sincerely believe
fundamental inadequacy

would result in steps for correction and thereby

advancement of the belea

guered power sector.

Encouragingly still, comes PDB's instructions to

DESA to

cut down on systems loss from 24

per cent

to 20 per cent by January next and raise bill collec-
tion radically so that it can pay up its dues worth
Tk 1700 crore to the PDB. To top it off, there is the
finance minister’'s ultimatum to the city's power
supply authority to improve financial matters sat-

isfactorily by July next
tions”. Also, initiation of
iicials to remove dens o

to avert “"drastic solu-
"massive transfers of of-
f corruption” by the au-

thorities sounds like a bold move. The PDB has
shown wisdom in convincing the trade union ac-
tivists not to interfere in this respect.

Finally, it seems thing

s are moving in the right

direction. Our power generation options being liin-
ited, effort should have been made to upgrade our
distribution system in the very first place. It is en-
couraging that the authorities have started think-
ing on that line. However, the JS body's recoin-

mendation to implement

the ECNEC approval for

increasing staff strength at the Raozan 1 and 2 gen-
eration plants should be heeded as it involves a
crucial shortfall in power supply.

Blair Carries a Point

HATEVER the British rulers left as legacy in

this sub-continent

after about two hundred

years of colonial rule, could not all be dispensable.
As aliens to the land and the culture of the people
they had their own priorities, which most of the
times might have hurt the feelings of the denizens
but they had their strong points as administrators

as well as good citizens.

As the cradle of democ-

racy, Britain has set examples in upholding demo-
cratic norms and practices and as individuals

| many Britons excelled each

fairplay, particularly
and decent behaviour.
Prime Minister Tony

other in bravery and

in the practice of democracy

Blair set an example on

Tuesday which might not have been the first of its
kind in Europe; nonetheless it is worth mention-
ing and perhaps also emulating by leaders in other
countries. His transport got stuck in a London traf-
fic jam; he and his companions left the car, walked

to the nearby tube station,

the train
Westminster.

bought tickets and took

to his office six stations away at

Our prime minister had announced before the

elections in 1996 that she would
traffic hold-up when she would be
the country's PM. But in

not allow any
commuting as
reality, the prime minis-

ter's cavalcade once even took the wrong lane dur-
Ing a normal weekday. Roads'are still blocked and

people made to suffer along the PM's route. What we
basically need to focus on, however, is the traffic

mess which the prime minister has promised to do
something about quite a few times over now. We
iate intervention to set it right.

-

The Price of Complacency

by Mahmud Farooque

OLITICIANS in Bangladesh
are playing with fire. If
there is any doubt about the

statement, one needs only to
look to our west and find the
contrasting examples of ggv-
ernment changeovers. In both
instances, an elected govern-
ment had to concede executive
authority of the state. In one
case, it was because of the re-
sults of a no-confidence vote in
the liament. In the other, it
was use the dismissed chief
of the military wanted to regain
control and some more. In one
instance, a new government
came to power by virtue of an
election. In the other, a new
government came to power by
virtue of subjugation. In one in-
stance, foreign companies are
rushing in with billions of new
investments. In the other,
heads of state are their
feet to recognize the new na-
tional government. Does not
this raise any concerns amo
the olitical elite of
Bangladesh? The writing on the
walls could not have been made
more abundantly clear.
Politics of personality and of
vacuous ideology is going to cost
us dearly unless we start look-
ing for cure for this malaise
that has forever locked histo
our in a perpetual cycle of self
annihilation.

Failure to Institutionalize
Ideas: At the core of the problem
is the failure to form nations
based on ideas. We have at-
tempted to form nations out of
selective amnesia and have
failed miserably. The obsession
of renaming everything, of
rewriting history books, and of
banishing thoughts of dissent,
cannot have any other motiva-
tion. Memories change because
people change; what could re-
main unchanged is allegiances
to a national ideology. and in
ils absence, crisis. All nations
are born out ol crisis of some
sort; Bangladesh is no different.
Every community of crisis, for
a small window of opportunity,

The };umey is not going to e;:ren begin Er us if we continue to run away from the task of fixing a

dysfunctional parliament, a subservient judiciary, a corrupt bureauc

racy, or a bloated public

sector. It will start only when we embrace the challenges — the challenges of building stable

political, economic, financial and

remains a community of mem-
ory. However, such communi-
ties are also short lived unless
efforts are made to transform
that community of memory
into community of ideas. This
is wusually accomplished
through the constitution and
subsequent institutional mani-
festation of that constitution.
This is what has happened in
India but failed to materialize
in and Pakistan.

Communities of Crisis: We
are a-nation created of crisis, by
crisis and for crisis. Surely
there was a community of sev-
enty-five million that came to-

ether to secure its indepen-

ence from an oppressive
regime. But this community
never got the nppnrtunjti_f of be-
coming a community of ideas.
It took only four years for the
secular constitution to become
non-secular and another decade
for it to become Islamic. Same
fate has befallen socialism, if
not in words, then definitely in
deeds. The mutability of the
constitution at such fundamen-
tal levels exposes our fragility
as a nation. Successful democ-
racies are based on the congru-
ence of four critical factors:
ideology, institutions, civil so-
ciety and culture. Of the four.
culture is the least malleable.
Which in turn makes symmetry
of the other three factors even
more crucial. The recipe is
simple. Ideology is expressed
through the constitution,
Institutions — market and non-

market, litical. social, finan-
cial — all follow the constitu-
tion. Civil society fills in the

void. In the case of mature
democracies, the voids are a
minimum. In the case of a

nascent democracy, the voids
are a maximum. What hurts
most is not the void, but the
contradiction. Attributable to
our schizophrenic political
ast, that is precisely what we
an: created — institutions of
crisis and contradictions.

Institutionalization of
Crisis and Contradictions:
There is little doubt that civil
disobedience is now institu-
tionalized in desh. There
are set days and times to call a
Hartal. For instance, the one-
day variety can start either on a
Thursday or a Sunday. No
preparations are deemed neces-
sary — the hartal machinéry
can get into operation within
twenty-four hours' notice. The
hartal defences also go into ef-
fect immediately. Ambulances,
police and international trav-
elers are exempt. Providers of
essential services like banks
and hospital go into their lean
mode of operation. Factories
switch over to night shifts.

Schools and colleges start meet-
ing on weekends. Only people
who are marginalized are the
rickshaw-pullers, taxi-drivers,
day labourers, hawkers etc.
Who cares about them anyway?
Unless of course if you are try-
ing to fill up a political gather-
ing. Am I the only one who sees
the contradiction in this? Civil
disobedience in times of mili-
tary rule makes sense. It also
make# sense when you are
fighting against autocracy. But
it makes no sense whatsoever
when you are in the opposition
because of an election. An elec-
tion in which you campaigned
in equal terms as the party that
now seats on the other side of

social institutions.

the isle. This is not a rocket
science. This is how d:mncracy
is supposed to work. If you don't
have respect for this basic tenet,
you create a fundamental crisis
with catastrophic conse-
quences. Pakistan just experi-
enced such a consequence. On a
subtle but permanent level. one
can argue that the military to
democracy and the democracy
to military tendencies in
Pakistan are also institutional-
ized. Just observe the steps
taken by the new regime in
Pakistan. The rational for
takeover on grounds of political
corruption, the promise for a
uick return to democracy. the
ormation of a technocratic
government for the interim —
are the same exact rcciﬂe mrrr
military government has fol-
lowed since we first came to
know of their existence. 4
Opposition and Lines of
Defense: When the government
fails to deliver, it is the respon-
sibility of the opposition to
bring that to light. But when it
chooses to protest impropriety
with improprieties of their
owm, it abdicates its constitu-
tionally mandated responsibil-
ity to provide defences against
tyranny and oppression.
Instead of investing its energy
and resources in a one-point
movement to unseat the elected
overnment by calling
rivolous hartals, the opposi-
tion should be fighting for in-
stitutional means to oppose un-
democratic transgressions of

the ruling party. The legislative
branch and the judiciary are
still there, Though riddled with

faults and shortcomings, ev-
er%rune else is playing by their
Il

it is responsibility of the oppo-
sition to highli%t and build

ressure to change them.
rmn% them off is simply irre-
nsible, immoral and it bor-
ers on criminal negligence. By
staying hell bent on their
Hartal stance, that is precisely
what the opposition is dning.
Consequence of the o tion's
failure is much more detrimen-
tal than that of the ci:hart}r in
power. Being an underdevel-
oped democracy, opposition is

our primary lines of defence.
When the ruling party and the
opposition both fall into the

side of the problem what choice
does a country have other than
to wish for some divine int>r-
vention? Isn't that an insult to
the people who only ten years
ago staged one of the largest
civil uprisings of the country to
unseat an autocrat? Or to the

ple twenty years before that
who laid down their lives to free
us from tyrants? Have we he-
come so desensitized and com-
placent about such matters that
we simply don't really czre
anymore?

Complacency's Price and
Perseverance's Reward: Perheps
that is exactly what has hap-
pened. The party that ktﬁ)t
dragging its feet on the instal-
lation of a caretaker govern-
ment because there was no con-
stitutional grnﬁsiﬂn is the
same party that is now makin
an unconstitutional deman
for the resignation of the elec-
tion commissioner. If we had
taken them seriously then,
should we approve their de-
mands now? Or are we su
to be just as illogical, oppor-
tunist, immoral and whimsical

we just to be complacent about
the price we have to pay if the
siluation remains unchanged?
Thepumtlamur.ngtu eis
a simple one. If the ruling party
is the problem. the opposition
is not helping our cause by join-
ing them in that precarious po-
sition. Because i:“ both of them
slay as a part of the problem
ami the problems b:ginpln exist
indefinitely, then we once again
have to choose between the
lesser of two evils. Let us not be
a community of crisis again!
Give us a chance of being a
community of ideas — the ideas
of democracy, freedom and jus-

tice for all. If we had any re-

spect for those who sacrificed

their lives to grant us inde -
dence from oppression, if we
had any respect for us and our
children. this is the least we can
demand from our two political
parties. The road to true democ-
racy is not pretty and no one
should make such claims. As
Robert Kaplan wrote in an

Atlantic article few years ago,

‘the issue is not that democra

is good and dictatorship is bad.

The issue is that when we look
at the history of successful
democracies, we see them

emerge only as a capstone to
successes in economic and so-
cial fronts.'

That journey is not going to
even begin for us if we continue
to run away from the task of
fixing a dysfunctional parlia-
ment. a subservient judiciary, a
corrupt bureaucracy, or a
bloated public sector. It will
start only when we embrace the
challenges — the challenges of
building stable political, eco-
nomic, linancial and social in-
stitutions. It like takin
liver oil: first its tastes
and then you get better, But you
have to quit taking it in and
spitting it out,

cod
itter.

The author is a doctoral student

in Public Policy writing from

es. If those rules are unjust,  as our political leaders? Or are Virginia, USA.

T last the people of
A Indonesia achieved what
they had struggled for.
They wanted democracy in the

country and their leaders to be
elected through democratic
process. Last week, the

politicians did not fail them.
Although many were a bit
disappointed that Ms.
Megawati Sukarnoputri could
not be elected as President, but
they are happy that a inoralist
and a great democrat has been
elected as the President of the
country.

The election of the President
and the Vice-President of
Indonesia by the People's
Consultative Assembly (MPR)
is a culmination of a process
which commenced in May last
year. With the downfall of
President Suharto, an interimn

overnment was installed with

r. B.J. Habibie as the
President. Under his regime,
election was held in a fair and
free manner in last June and
the 700-member Consultative
Assembly elected Mr. Abdur
Rahman Wahid (59) as the
President and Ms. Megawati
Sukarnoputri (53) as the Vice-
President.

The election saw the re-
grouping of many parties in-
cluding the former rulin

arty, Golkar, which backe
oth the President and the
Vice-President. Credit should
also go to former interim
President Habibe who led the
transition from dictatorship to
democracy and was wise to
withdraw from the contest
when he found that political
arilhmeuc was stacked against
im.

The election of Mr. Wahid —
commonly known with
Javanese nickname Gus Dur —
as the President was a surprise

by Harun ur Rashid

Indonesia’s Path for Democracy and its Challen

The very fact that the President and the Vice-President have been elected through democratic
process demonsirates the desire and the determination of the people of Indonesia to a new start.
The world will be watching how the fractured nation will be healed through the policies
charted by the elected leaders.

o

e many because Ms,
Megawati's party had the
largest number of elected mem-
bers in the Parliament and ev-
eryone expected that she would
be elected as the President. But
Ms. Megawati and her advisers
were not skillful in making al-
liances with other parties and
as a result she lost the presi-
dential election to Mr. Wahid,
In . the selection of the
President, the Assembly's
Chairperson Dr. Amin  Rais
played a key role in mustering
votes for Mr. Wahid. Thereafter
President Wahid backed the
candidacy of Ms. Megawati as
his number two.

Finally a new team of lead-
ers were elected who had no
role in the past governments.
They inade a clean break from

the past and the people were ju-
bilant to see them elected. The
position of the Vice-President
is important because President
Wahid's health is questionable,
He had two strokes and has to
be supported in his walk by his
bodyguards. He is intellectually
w:rf' alert although he is physi-
cally weak and nearly blind.
Many believe that he may not
be able to complete his 5-year
term of the Presidency and Ms.
Megawati would automatically
succeed him to the top position.

President Wahid has an old
and respected political pedi-
gree. His father and grand fa-
ther are well known Muslim
leaders in the country. The
President is an Islamic scholar

with dr irees from Egy ot and
Iraq. He is not a religious dem-
agogue, is moderate in his
views, tolerant to other faiths
and a great reconciliator. He
heads the largest Muslim or-
ganisation Nahdlatul Ulama
with 35-million members in
the country and during the
election his party. the National
Awakening Party (PKB) came
third in June parliamentary
elections. It is believed that his
presidency will carry on ' a 1o
record of tolerance om social,
political, religious and ethnic
issues.

Both the President and Vice
President have developed
strong bonds between them-
selves as opposition leaders.
This bon was further
strengthened because their fa-
thers knew each other well.
Recently, they accompanied to
their fathers’ graves.

It is believed that the power
of the President will not unfet-
tered as President Suharto had
enjoyed. During his rule the
Parliament was only a rubber-
stamp, The newly elected
Parliament is a vibrant and ac-
tive body and not a “talking-
shop”. Furthermore it is under-
stood that the term of the
President will be limited to two
terms only and the Parliament
will assert itself to have a say
in the affairs of the govern-
ment. Those da[,ys of untram-
melled power of the President
have gone in the new political
environment.

" political ‘Stability,' but ‘alsb

e two elected leaders face
daunting task before them. The
crippling economy needs to be
restored with the IMF and
World Bank loans. The bank-
ing sectors require overhauling
and new legislations have to be
in place to regulate the ac-
countability and transparency
of the activities of the financial
institutions. The confidence of

the foreign investors will DI]]E' ,
¥

retlurn when they see not .on

sound policies in banking and
investment free from corrup-
tion and cronyism. The clean
uﬁ: of mrrulptinn will be a great
cha or

llenge the new govern-
ment.
The Indonesian-Chinese

who fled from Indonesia last
year need to return to restart
their business. A climate of
confidence is imperative for
their return and the sectarian
and ethnical rifts are to be im-
mediately repaired through
proactive and recqnciliatory
policies of the government. The
Indonesian-Chinese with their
global network in finance and
investment will be able to put
the economy on the track. This
appears to be one of the priori-
ties of the government.

The political unrest in vari-
ous islands has to be addressed.
One way is to decentralise the
power in Jakarta and provide
autonomy to the provinces.
Furthermore the government
needs to embark on pro-

address.

Terminator gene

Sir. Agricultural scientists
and professionals particularly
from the developing countries
which are directly dependent on
agriculture have been express-
ing their deep concern over the
introduction of ‘terminator

€ne’ or terminator technology
y the US Department of Agri-

culture.

Terminator gene has been
developed through the applica-
tion of genetic engineering
techniques. By means of termi-
nator technology. it is possible
to manipulate expression of
certain genes in plant and make
it stenile to produce seeds inca-
pable of germination when re-
sowti. This will create a serious
economic problem to the farm-
ers because they would have to
purchase fresh seeds in every
season and from some particu-
lar seed companies.

In this way, the multina-
tional seed producing and mar-
keting companies will establish
total control over the seed busi-
ness and make huge profit.

The terminator technology
would not only put a heavy eco-
nomic burden on the farmers,
especially of the developing
countries, but also destroy the
natural prupaﬁ_?tlun of plants
by seeds and the plant-animal
food chain.

Hence it is strongly felt that
the terminator technology
should not be adopted for uni-
versal use on all the plants and
for commercial gain. The UN
Food and Agriculture Organiza-

Letters for publication in'these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

tion should review the matter
in the greater interest of retain-
ing conventional food produc-
tion and distribution system.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

Cycle rickshaw

administration

Sir, It is not true that askin
the cycle rickshaw owners to fit
light in each vehicle will be a
financial burden on the drivers.
What is the cost of a light unit
(in percentage) of the total cost
of a vehicle? The operational
cost may be partly recovered
irom the fare. Then why public
interest is being overlooked?

Is the government absolutely

unable to persuade the rick-

shaw owners' apex bodies to co-
operate (again, in public inter-
est)? Only the government
should govern, nobody else —
the point is obvious, but it is
found necessary to point it out!

The administration had
been harsh on others. but why a
weak-kneed policy is bein fglw
lowed in the case of rickshaws
(including the unauthorised
drivers and vehicles)?

AZ
Dhaka.

Unfortunate

Pakistan

Sir, Army again took over in
Pakistan which were being ap-
prehended for the last few
months just after Pakistan-
backed Kashmiri militant's re-

treat after weeks of ferocious
fighting. It is Prime Minister
Nawaj Sharif who asked for
withdrawal of the militants. Mr
Sharif might have done it ap-
Frehendin of being locked in a
ull fledged war with the neigh-
bour. I think with nuclear
weapons in the hands of both,
any war may end in a nuclear
horror. Even though if there is
no use of nuclear weapons, Pak-
istan is EUFPOEEd to suffer worst
because of its inferiority to In-
dia in terms of number of
troops, geographical size, in-
ternal political atmosphere and
at last India's economy.

In 1997, Sharif came to
power with two-thirds major-
ity, a comfortable position to
rule the country. But instead of
paying attention to Pakistan's
socio-economic and internal
security problems Sharif pre-
ferred to discharge his grudge
against his opponents espe-
cially Benajir. He jailed Bena-
Jir's husband Asif Jardari, ini-
tiated prosecution against Be-
najir and lastly she is under
warrant of arrest and staying
abroad. Mr Sharif with his very
two thirds majority in the
house left no stone unturned to
further strengthen his grip on

wer, He curtailed power of

sident, sacked Chief Justice
and former Army Chief. but

nothing ultimately could save
Sharif from the Pak Generals.
If the history of Pakistan is
any guide, it is seen that Pak-
istan miserably failed to culti-
vate a culture of democracy and
tolerance. Whenever Pakistan
received any snub from India
on any issue, it always called
instability and unrest for Pak-
istan. Post-Kargil scenario is
the latest example. Reports said
Nawaj Sharif had to be uprooted
from power because of his
policy in Kargil. As report said
the militants who captured
hills of . at initial stage of
war with Indian forces the
scored success protecting an
capturing mountain peaks. But
at one stage the militants fight-

ing bravely with religious goal
were forced to give up their po-.
sitions.

If the Army ousted Sharif
because hista]i)‘nlicy. the army
made a mis
take was to engineer the Kargil
operation just before India's
general elections where Kargil
issue inspired the Indians to
vote for a comparatively stable

arliament. If Nawaj Sharif
ad to go because of his high-
handedness, despotic rule and
corruption of the bigwigs, it is
frustrating to note that army
emerged as an alternative to a

democratically elected govern-
ment in unfortunate Pakistan.
Kazi Asif Ahmed

Advocate

Judge Court, Comilla

"DESA's priority to

posh areas"

Sir, I have read a news item
published in the DS on 17.10.99
under the above heading stating
that DESA gives priority to
keep power on in posh areas.
Surely, it ieads to suffering of
the residents of unimportant
areas,

| am a resident of
Bagichertek, West Rampura,
Dhaka and have been suffering
from untold miseries due to
power crisis. Here electricity
goes off at least 3/4 times a day
and immediately after the
dusk. Even when power is on its
very low voltage. I request the
authorities concerned to do
snmethinF about it. The
residents feel that DESA don't
not treat these areas as
important ones and therefore,
prefer to axe power many times
more than it should have been
in a democratic process.

Sultan Ahmed

42, Bagichertek West Rampura
Dhaka-1719

e. The first mis- -

i

% 'bEto réform theé military

grammes alleviating poverty in
the country. It is now estimated
that 60 per cent of the 210 mil-
lion people live below anert}r
line. Social justice would have
to be the core of all socio-eco-
nomic programmes. Once eco-
nomic prosperity is brought at
the doors of the common peo-
ple. much of the steam of the
separatist movement is likely
to disappear.
Another difficult task will
. The
politicisation of the military
will have to be curbed. The
military should be confined to
their professional job. The
configuration of the hierarchy
in the military requires
restructuring and the police
should be separated from the
military command. The rogue
elements of the military which
rpetrated atrocities in East
mor will have to be purged. A
clean, efficient and
professional military would
satisfy the demands of the
le.
though the two leaders are
popular and i)ersuns of high in-
tegrity. they lack experience in
running a government of a

ges Ahead

large archipelago country, the
third largest democratic nation
in the world. Another difficulty
appears to be the high expecta-
tions of the people from the
leaders. Unless the leaders
move swiftly and can deliver
benefits to the people at large,
the common people will get im-
patient and the social unrest
may generate. The people have
become bold enough to protest
against any policy of the gov-
ernment, which does not briag
any immediate advantage to
them. However, if they see that
the government is right on the
track eliminating corruption
and bringing the r;ﬂrrl.fpt lpc:r-
sons to trial, they are likely to
wait for a while.

President Wahid is a moral

force in Indonesia. He is widely -

re:l:ectﬂi for his views on so-
ci ustice. The reformist
agenda of the two elected lead-
ers ushers in a new era for the
ple of Indonesia. The very
act that the President and the
Vice-President have been
elected through democratic
process demonstrates the de-
sire and the determination of
the people of Indonesia to a new
start. The world will be watch-
infI how the fractured nation
will be healed through the poli-
cies charted by the elected lead-
ers.
The author, a barrister, is
former Bangladesh
Ambassador to the UN in
Europe, Geneva.
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In the throes of Silicon
Valley (West Coast) and Alley
(New York)'s frenzy of Internet
startups, there are quite a few
that have South Asians at the
top — starting with the much
discussed Hotmail, founded by
Sabeer Bhatia a month after he
received his green-card.
Hotmail was later bought out by
Microsoft and Sabeer is now a
ﬂcgnﬂwledgtd Internet wonder-

id.

Much to the chagrin of
India's ossified elite, this 30-
something "kid" now goes to
seminars in India as the chief

est and wags his fingers at the
ndian IT industry for failing to
provide enough of an en-
trepreneurial environment to
keep people like him at home.
F{}]II;WiI'Ig Hotmail's lead, there
are numerous other South
Asian-led Internet startups. in-
cluding Junglee.com, Chai-
time.com, EthnicGrocer.com,
Xing, etc.

oining this crowd of
Internet startups is a New York-
based Internet company
founded by a young Bangladeshi
entrepreneur. Onenest.com is a
new e-commerce web site sell-
ing artist- and artisan-made

oods from around the world.

neNest co-founder and CEO
Durreen Shahnaz learnt the
importance of connecting arti-
sans with the marketplace in
her native Bangladesh. A for-
mer investment banker who be-
came the youngest VP at Hearst
Media. Shahnaz was heavily
influenced by her work for the
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh.

During her work with the
Grameen projects in various
villages, Durreen was struck by
the gorgeous textiles, carefully
crafted by highly skilled
women. €S¢ wommen were
very motivated to work, in or-
der to provide shelter and sus-
tenance for their families.
During her work, Durreen learn
that while these women were
aided by the credit prnFrams.
there was no plan in place to
stream their product to the
Western market. She identified
this as a oversight: I really

thought it was a long shot that
these women who couldn't read
or write were supposed to work
out distribution for their prod-
uct.”

Co-founder and chief tech-
nology officer Mushter Moin, is
also from Bangladesh. He was
most recently at IBM's flagship
e-commerce site. Third partner
and chief financial officer
Victor Morgan is the only na-
tive-born American among the
co-founders. A former consul-
tant with Braxton
Associates/Deloitte Consulting,
Morgan was influenced by the
work he did for his family-
owned carpentry business.
Working there after school and
during summer vacations, he

ained an appreciation for
igh-quality craftsmanship.

OneNest is billed as a com-
munity, a place where artisans
of the world can meet buyers for
their work. OneNest points out
that the “"product” for sals is
more than a mere commeodi.y.
The objects for sale are vessels
of information about their cul-
tures. They speak of ancient
ways of creating tools and trea-
sures, some of which are in
danger of extinction. OneNest is
designed to tell those stories. It
is also designed to function as a
direct link between buyer and
seller—to support artisans so
they can support themselves.

OneNest team's S re-
lease says this will be the
Internet’'s premier site for
artist- and artisan-made
goods—including music, pho-
tography, video and other me-
dia—in a magazine-style format
that informs. engages and en-
lertains the consumer as she
shops. They are presently in
talks with Bangladeshi com-
pany DRIK for multimedia.
photecgraphy and other prod-
ucts. Hopefully, manv mere
partners from Asia and around
the world will follow.

The author is co-founder of
Volume, a New York-based
Internet Startup for African-
Americans. :
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