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Imran Khan
(Pakistan cricket legend)

"There should be job security
Jor cricketers.” s

BAF hockey

JESSORE, Oct 26: Matiur
Rahman Base outplayed Air
Force Headquarter 6-0 in the
inter-base hockey competition
at the BAF Base Matiur man
here today, reports UNB.

In the daﬁg other match,
Base Jahurul beat Base Pa-
harkanchanpur by a solitary
goal at the same venue.

Earlier on Monday. Base
Bashar beat Base Jahurul Haq
1-0.

Pakistan's
injury worry

PERTH, Oct 26 (Internet re-
port): Burly batsman Inzama-
mul Haq has a heel injury and
is expected to miss the opening
two matches of the Pakistan
tour.

In an inadequate prepara-
tion, Inzaman will go into the
first Test at the 'G in Bris-
Panc &m November 5 with only a
our-day game against Queens-
land under his lﬁli 9

He limped through Pak-
istan's first training session of
their five-week tour at the
WACA Ground yesterday, not
batting or bowling or taking
part in fielding drills.

"He had a cortisone injection
about two days ago and he will
be OK in about hours,” said
captain Wasim Akram.

The tourists begin with a
one-dayer against an Aus-
tralian Cricket Board Chair-
man's Xl, including Dennis
Lillee in his final match. at
Lilac Hill today.

They follow up with a day-
‘night clash against Western
Australia at the WACA Ground
tomorrow.

Pakistan aim
amends for losin
Cup decider to
June.

"We had a bad day against
Australia, we played really
badly,” said fast bowler Shoaib
Akhtar.

"We remember that time and
we remember that day and we
have kept it in the mind.”

to make
the World
ustralia in
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Action from the second day's proceedings of the three-day match between Bhngladesh and
England A at Chittagong yesterday.

— Star photo

England A bat throughout second day

Oct 26: Banglade-
sh, aided by some
controlled spin bow-
ling from Enamul
Hoque and Sabbir
s = Khan, put the bre-
aks on England A from takin
any advantage on the secon
day today of the three-day
match at the M A Aziz Stadium
here.

Despite a fine century from
middle-order batsman Vikram
Solanki, Enamul, the veteran
left armer, and Sabbir Khan,
the young off-spinner, shared
six wickets equally to contain
the visitors to 269 for seven in
100 overs at stumps.

The elegant right-hander
remained not out on 106
against all odds, frustrating the
full house local crowd. who

pating a possible draw.
Solanki completed his cen-
tury with a huge six. His ton
came off 165 balls in 194 min-
utes during which he ham-
mered three sixes and 13
boundaries. That helped Eng-
land A to finish the day nced].n%
another 46 runs to equa
Em%adeah'a first innings total.
suming the day on 15 for
no loss in reply to B adesh's
ﬂﬂ*st inni total %f nil 5 l‘fur c?
the second s ish side
batted thrnhﬂgﬁt the second
day. effectively evaporating
Bangladesh ukigper Aminul Is-
lam’'s hopes of getting some
early wickets for a result in the

match.
The opening of Michael
Gough and Ian Ward made the

most of a dropped catch by
Sabbir Khan to produce 82
runs in 34 overs at an average
of 2.4 per over.

The partnership was broken
before lunch with Sabbir Khan

headed home cheerless antici-

making amends of his early
blunder, dismissing left-handed
Ian Ward, who top-edged an in-
tended square-cut to Akram
Khan at slips after scoring 53.
In his more than two-hour stay
at the crease, Ward clubbed
nine boundaries.

England went to lunch on 86
for one and when they returned
Sabbir struck again in his sec-
ond over after the break, tra-
pping the other opener Michael
Gough leg-before on 29 with a
low ball.

After Gough's departure,
with the tourists on 93 for 2, in-
form right-hander Solanki came
to join one-down Marcus Tresco-
thick. They added 67 runs
before left-handed Trescothick
was stumped by wicketkeeper
Khaled Masood off ap Enamul
delivery, The left-arm spinner.
who was unsuccessful in his
lengthy first spell of 22 overs,

ot Trescothick out in the ve

rst over of the second spell
th?it he began from the opposite
end.

Solanki, who was on 46
when Trescothick was out,
played all sorts of shots in the
cricket book to complete his fifty
off just 58 balls with nine fours.
He added 58 runs with middle-
order Aftab Habib in the fourth-
wicket stand before the latter
was unfortunately run out on
33, thanks to Habibul Bashar's
accurate throw from the point
region to the bowler's end.
Habib had almost crossed half
the crease without any call from
striker Solanki.

England lost another three
wickets before the end of the
day's play adding only 50 runs.

Enamul, the most successful
bowler of the day, bowled a to-
tal of 39 overs in three spells

Match petering to a draw

From Hasan Masood in Chittagong

inclusive of 15 maidens and
conceded 75 runs for his three-
wicket haul. On the other hand,
young offie Sabbir, who got the
day's last wicket of Paul
Franks, also gave away 75 runs
from his 27 overs that included

eight maidens.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the end of Day
Two of the three-day match be-
tween England A and
Bangladesh at the MA Aziz
Stadium on Tuesday:

BANGLADESH: First in-
nings: 315 for eight in 81 overs
declared (Habibul Bashar 143
n.o., Javed Omar 53, Aminul [s-
lam 47, Sabbir Khan 20; Chris
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Gough Ibw b Sabbir 29
Ward ¢ Akram b Sabbir 53

Trescothick st Mashud b Enamul 29
Solanki not out 106
Habib run out 33
Alleyne b Enamul 0
Schofield ¢ sub (Al-Shariar) b
Enamul
Franks ¢ Mashud b Sabbir
Kirtley not out
Extras: (b-3; Ib-2: nb-1)
Total: (for seven
wkts in 100 overs) 269
To bat: Michael Davies and
Alamgir Sheriyer.
Fall of wickets: 1/82: 2/93:
3/160; 4/218: 5/234; 6/236;

7/258,

Bowler O M R W
Monjurul 13 3 47 0
Safiuddin 13 3 28 0O
Enamul 3 15 B 3
Sabbir 27 8 75 3
Aminul 3 0 17 0
K Mahmud 1 0 16 0O
Bashar 3 1 4 1
Javed Omar 1 9 2 D
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Media committ_ee under fire

Chittagong, Oct 26
: The E%st two
days of the three
- day n&atch be-
lween adesh
DS S —J and tl'}:mlg]
England A team has attracted a
VETy encuuraging yet unex-
pected number of cricket
enthusiasts at the MA Aziz
Stadium here.

Spectators started pouring
into the stadium from early
hours of the morning and at-
tendance on both the days were
estimated at over 15 thousand.

The turn up of such a healthy
number of fans, which can be
expected only in one-day
matches, has even surprised
cricket watchers from home

Key role by
Solanki

From Sports Reporter

Chittagong, Oct 26: England
A middle-order Vikram Solanki
continued with his su form
to become the hero of day two
of the three-day match between
the visitors and Bangladesh
with a mggnlﬂtcnt unbeaten
knock of 106.

The Worcestershire batsman
scored 73 against Bangladesh
Youth at BKSP in the first
match of the tour on October
22 and then made 25 against
BCB XI on the foll day.
Solanki played a gem of an in-
nings today to enable England A
reach 269 for 7 in reply to
Bangladesh's first innings of
aég at stumps of the second

The right-hand batsman.
who came to the crease with
England A on 93 for two, made
a swashbuckling start reachmE
his fifty in just 58 balls wit
nine fours. He, however, slowed
down because of the situation
and took another 107 balls to

See page 14

this stadium should be de-
veloped as a regular venue for
national and international
matches as soon as possible.

Chattagram Jela Krira
Sangstha (CJKS) played a com-
mendable role in arr g this
match within a very short no-
tice.

This is the first time an in-
ternational team is playing a
match in Chittagong since

feat in two one
day internationals against
tan and India in the Asia

Cup in 1988,

The last time this ground
held a three-day game was in
1972 when the touring MCC
took on the home side.

Regarding Bangladesh's as-
piration for a Test status,
Charles Randall, a reporter of
The Telegraph was highly
hopeful and said that in the
next ICC meeting (to be held in
the middle of the year 2000) the
matter of granting Bangladesh
a Test status should be seriously
considered.

The Times of London re-
porter Thrasy Penropoulos
opined ."Even after getting Test
status, India and Sri Lanka
took a long time before
any match and compared to
that Bangladesh is much ahead
and deserves the status.”

But the role of the media
committee has come under
sharp criticism. It was alleged
that people responsible for dis-
tributing the gate passes to the
press men and VIPs have pro-
vided a number of passes to
their friends and family mem-
bers.

There was reports also of al-
lowing persons without an
link with the media in the VI

lounge and press gallery.
The media committee was
also accused of discriminato

treatment to the pressmen wi
some being given 'A' standard

Fans make Chittagong proud

From Adbullah Al Mahmued
and abroad who all believe that

passes while less important
persons were seen having 'AA’
standard passes.

The foreign journalists also
were seen to resent over the
management of the Press
gallery. The Press enclosure
was supposed to have E-mail,
Fax and other telecommunica-
tion facilities but in reality it
didn't even have a telephone.

Charles Randall of the
Telegraph criticised the matter
saying that a venue of interna-
tional cricket should have at
least a telephone set since as
many as 50 journalists were
there to cover match.

When asked, a CJKS official
told this correspondent that the
Media committee was entirely
responsible for this mis-man-

agement,

No room
for Azhar

KANPUR, Oct 26: The Indian
selectors, on Monday, retained
the team that beat New Zealand
by eight wickets for the third
and final cricket Test, dashing
Mohammad Azharuddin's
hopes of a return to the na-
tional squad, according to news
reports.

The selectors, who met here
at the end of India's splendid
triumph in the second Test with

a day to spare. decided against
any changes for the final Test
starting in Ahmedabad on Oc-
tober 29.

Ruling out his retirement
from the game in the near fu-
ture, Azharuddin had told re-
porters in Bhopal on Saturda
that he was confident he would
be selected for the third Test.

The former India captain
said he was not but
confident he would be selected
for the final Test at Ahmedabad

See page 14
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Cute Hball
Ninth title
for Rifles

Bangladesh Rifles clinched
the Cute Premier Division
handball league title crushing
Menjis Krira Chakra 36-9 at the
outer stadium ground yester-
day, reports UNB.

The winners dominated the
first half 16-1.

It was the ninth Premier Di-
vision title for Rifles.

Jahangir struck highest 8
oals for the winners while
anat Kumar 7 and Kamol net-

ted 5 goals for the losers.

Bangladesh Police and
Narinda Progoti Boys' Club
meet in the runners-up decider
today at 2:45 pm at the same
Venue.

Millennium open chess

Zia held, Lovlu
beaten

CALCUTTA, Oct 26; Fancied
top seeded international master
(IM) Ziaur Rahman of
Eanfladesh was held to a draw
by J Ramakrishna in a lon
battle of attrition in the secon
round of the Millennium Open
Rating Chess Championships
here yesterday, reports PTI.

Talented Goodricke Na-
tional Chess Academy trainee
Syntan Dutta, who split points
with formidable Vishal Sareen
on Sunday, held Sriram of LIC
to a draw. while the other
favourites earned full points
during the day.

The local trio of Sandipan
Chanda, national 'B’ champion
Surya Sekhar Ganguly and
Shankar Roy remained afloat
with emphatic victories over
their opponents.

Chanda, who marched his
kingside Pawns to the back-
rank of his Bangladesh oppo-
nent Saifuddin Lovlu, made full
use of a rampaging bishop to
clinch the 25-move Sicilian
Scheviningen game.

The girls had a mixed day,
with national women's cham-
pion S Vijaylaklshmi dis-
tinctly lucky to gather a full
point against Pradeep Ghosh
and Mrinalini Kunte held in
Neeraj Mishra to a draw.

Rajshahi kabadi

'From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 26: Shiroil
Sporting Club defeated
Katakhali Club by 48-25 points
in the inaugural match of Ra-
Jshahl metropolitan kabadi
ecague held at Rajshahi Govt
College playground yesterday.

The league was formally in-
augurated by eminent educa-
tionist Entajur Rahman,
Headmaster of Rajshahi Colle-
giate High School in absence of
the scheduled guest.

Zafar named
PCB boss

KARACHI, Oct 26 (AFP/ The
News): Pakistani Presideni
Mohammad Rafig Tarrar has
sacked cricket supremo Mujee-
bur Rehman, who has been in
hiding since a military cou
earlier this month, officials
said Tuesday.

Dr. Zafar Altaf, who man-
aged Pakistan during the World
Cup in June has replaced
Rehman and been asked to ap-
point a new ad-hoc committee
to run the Pakistan Cricket
Board.

Rehman was appointed by
ousted premier Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif's government
amid an uproar from cricket
fans over allegations that Pak-
istan’'s World Cup final against
Australia was fixed.

The whereabouts of Rehman
were not known.

"I have had a long associa-
tion with the boys. They know
me and I know them,” Altaf told
AFP. "They always ig—live their
best and they wﬂJY fight agalnst
the Australians.”

Altaf denied allegations of
match fixing and bribery in the
World Cup.

"They fought really hard
during the World Cup as they
always do.”

He said he had not seen the
findings of the match fixing re-
port prepared by a judicial
commission headed by Lahore
High Court Judge Malik Mo-
hammad Qayyum.

The judge reportedly rec-
ommended a ban on Salim Ma-
lik and Mushtag Ahmed, and
fines on capitain Wasim
Akram, ljaz med, Inzama-
mul Haq and Saeed Anwar.

Apart from Malik, all the
players reportedly implicated
are currently in Australia for a
three Test and one-day series.

"In my set up there will be no
place for people who have inter-
est in a icular area. We have
to think of the whole nation as
the Board belongs to Pakistan,"
Zafar said to The News daily.

Zafar warned the Australian
media to stay out of match-fix-
ing issue as it was none of their
business. "It is totally an inter-
nal affair and they are no one to
poke their nose into this mat-
ter.”

He said the inquiry report
would be made pu ::I}Yaﬂtrthe
Australian tour. ]

"Players who are on the tcur
to Australia have nothing to

worry about and have the
support of the Board, govern-
ment and of the country."

He said they should concentrate
on the series there and
that is what the nation is

hoping for.
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Mohammedan-Arambagh match not fixed — BFF

The Dhaka Mohanagari
Football League Committee
(DMFLC) yesterday sus ded
the Keya Premier Division
Football League sine die and
appealed to the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) to
end the stalemate following the
boycott threat of Abahani on
October 24.

“We have decided to su
the league for an indefinite pe-
riod. Besides, we have also de-
cided to request the BFF to take
over the responsibility of com-
municating with both Mo-
hammedan and Abahani to end
the deadlock”, said chairman of
the DMFLC, Abdur Rahim, yes-
terday after the ‘emergency’
meeting that was adjourned on
October 25.

The meeting, which started
at around 6pm sans any repre-
sentative of Mohammedan,
came under attack from a sec-
tion of hoodlums, allegedly
some loyal black-and-white
supporters.

The rowdy mob, which let
loose a reign of terror, first
smashed the window panes and
then invaded the DM office
at the Bangabandhu Stadium,
where they hurled verbal abuse
and kicked at furniture, much
to the horror of officials and
representative of different
clubs.

“This is a sad incident. We

Sports Reporter

will take lawful action against
the hoodlums”, said a dejected
Rahim, adding that such vio-
lent attitude would only invite
more trouble in the near future,

The DMFLC chairman said
they had no ill motive when
they suspended the Mo-
hammedan-Abahani match of
October 25.

"It is true we made the mis-
take of a long time to re-
solve the pending claims of
fixed matches made by different
clubs. But, we called off the
league for two days in a bid to
solve the problem. We did not
mean to harm any particular
team, but Mohammedan mis-
understood us®, said Rahim
while explaining to a crowded
press the reason for the suspen-
sion.

“We can not blame Abahani
lawfully for demanding a report
from the neutral committee of
the BFF regarding their allega-
tion of a fixed match between
Mohammedan and Arambagh”,
said Rahim.

In the league byelaws, BFF
were entrusted with forming a
‘neutral committee’ to look into
any arranged affair.

Abahani, in a letter to the
DMFLC on October 24, said they
would not take part in the
league if the organisers failed to
provide the neutral committee

Foothall dies another death

report

rcgarding the Mo-
hammedan-Arambagh match
on o &

"We have asked for their
verdict regarding all the allega-
tions of arranged matches, in-
cluding also the one made by
Mohammedan more than two
months ago. But sadly, we got
the report only today”, said
Rahim, who is also a member of
the committee led by Col.
Obaidullah,

“The neutral committee sent
us a letter tudeclly wherein they
stated they did not find any
fixed match played by any team
in the league”, said Rahim.

Replylng to a query about
why it took such a long time,
Rahim admitted that it was a
failure on their part. He re-
frained from making any
comment when asked whether
he would resign as demanded b
Mohammedan at a press brief-
ing on Monday.

Rahim also said, since the
fate of the league remains un-
certain, they have decided to
send back the three Thai refer-
ees in the next available flight.
The Thal trio arrived in Dhaka
on October 20 to conduct the
last six matches of the ‘Super 4',

Meanwhile, Mohammedan
football secretary, Imtiaz Sul-
tan, reiterated his club’s posi-
tion.

LESSONS FROM THE GREAT MAN: Austra
Pakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar

vesterday.

PERTH, Oct 26
(AP/Internet): Fif-
ty-year-old Den-
nis Lillee,aijlaying

ot ol ;
and his son

in his final com-
petitive match,
Adam took three
wickels each Tuesday to hel
the Australian Cricket Boar
Chairman's XI beat Pakistan by
seven wickets.

The ACB side scored 171-3
thanks to 103 by opener Ryan
Campbell, who belted 11 fours
and six sixes after Pakistan, in
its tour opener, scored 168.

Campbell, struck on the
body by Shoaib Akhtar's first
ball, scored 28 off a Mushtagq
Ahmed over, including three
sixes hooked over midwicket, to

ost his century off just 57
alls.

Adam Lillee, despite being a
second-grade player for Clare-
mont-Nedlands in Perth, he
took two wickets in his first 12
ggliveries and f{inished with 3-

His father was not to be out-
done, claiming 3-8 from eight
vintage, albeit slower overs,
with one wicket coming from a
screaming one-handed catch by
Adam on the fine-leg fence.

1t was nice to get a couple of
wickets and bowl reasonably
well, I was very proud of the
young lad of course, he bowled

el

beautifully, particularly com-
ing from only playing seconds
and thirds,” said Dennis Lillee.

"It's a big jump up playing
against a touring side.”

Pakistan, ~:-;tr1.,=gglinsgi on a
bouncy pitch. was rolled for
their unconvincing 168 after
staging a mini-revival from 24-
o alter 11 overs.

The visitors play a limited-
overs match Wednesday against
Western Australia state as they
continue preparations for the
first of three Tests beginning in
Brisbane on Nov 5.

SCOREBOARD

Scorecards of the limited-
overs match between ACB
Chairman’'s XI and Pakistan at
the Lilac Hill Park. Perth on
Tuesday;

PAKISTAN
Wasti ¢ Campbell b A Lillee
G Ali ¢ A Lillee b D Lillee
ljaz Ibw b A Lillee
Youhana c Dighton b A Lillee
M Wasim c&b Atkinson
Razzaq ¢ Langer b D Lillee
Mahmood ¢ Langer b Karppinen
Moin not out
Mushtag st Dighton b Marsh
Saqlain Ibw b Hayden
Shoaib ¢ Dighton b D Lillee
Extras: (Ib-2;: w-10)
Total: (All out in 44 overs)
DNB: Mohammad Akram.
Fall of wickets: 1-6: 2-9; 3-

ErevondboRuvue

e

lian pace legend Dennis Lillee (L) talking to
before the start of the festival mateh at Lilac Hill

— AFP photo

Lillee lesson for Pakistan

12 4-20: 5-24: 6.:69: 7-117: 8-

128; 9-165.

Bowler: O M R W

D Lillee 8 4 8 3
A Lillee 6 0 29 3
Atkinson 5 1 16 I

Angel 6 0 23 O
Marsh 10 0 60 |

Karppinen 6 1 20 I

Hayden 3 0 10 1

ACB CHAIRMAN'S XI

Hayden Ibw b Razzag 22
Campbell b Mushtaq 103
Langer not out 18
M Katich ¢ Saglain b Mushtagq 10
M Hussey not out 6

Extras: {Ib-1: w-1} 2

Total: {for 3 wkts in 23 3 overs) 171
DNB: M G Dighton, D J
Marsh, M P Atkinson, J Angel,
SJ  Karppinen. A Lillee, D
Lillee.
Fall of wickets: 1-77: 2-149:

3-161.

Bowler: O M R W
Shoaib 8 0 44 0
M Akram 4 0 34 8
Saqlain 5 S 2 ] 0
Razzaq 3 O 23 1
Mushtaq 3.3 0 44 2

Players per side: 12 (11 bat,
11 field)
Result: ACB Chairman's XI
won by 7 wickets. =
J

Man-of-the-match:
Campbell.

Umpires: C Allen and K Ri-
naldi.

LONDON, Oct 26
(Internet report):
Captain Nasser
Hussain will en-
courage his side to

L_-___ s —— o |

stand toe to toe
with South Africa and refuse to
be intimidated by their
uncompromising attempts to
gain revenge this winter. '

South Africa left England a
year ago having slipped to a 2-1
series defeat, a combination of
;:uélktmversial umpiring and ill-
uck conspi nst them to
allow Alec m side to tri-
umph in the last two Tests.

England's refusal to back
down during that summer laid
the foundations for their mem-
orable success and Hussain will
be en every member of
the 17-man squad to deliver the
same strength of character
when they embark from
Heathrow Airport for Johan-
nesburg on Tuesday.

"The last three or four series
have been pretty hard fought
and this will be no different,”

4 conceded Hussain,

"South Africans by their
personality, team-spirit and
nationality are very u i

........................
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NASSER HUSSAIN

“They are in your face people
both uncyand off {ﬁe field, it's go-
ing to be a hard tour and it's go-

ing to take a strong character to
come out on top.”

Hussain's tips for mates

But Hussain's message
should not be interpreted as a
licence to embark on excesses
like sledging and intimidation
of umpires. both of which are
frowned ue{nn by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council, and he
will instead wuse Michael
Atherton's epic duel with Allan
Donald at Trent Bridge in 1998
as an example of how to stand
up to the South Africans with-
out breaching the rules of con-
duct.

With England on 82 for one
chasing 247 for victory, Ather-
ton appeared to glove Donald
behind to wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher, but umpire Steve
Dunne rejected the appeal,
prompting one of the most
compelling passages of play in
recent Test history.

Donald frequently reached
speeds of 88mph in a desperate
attempt to remove Atherton,
who stood his ground and re-
fused to back down despite sev-
eral attempts to intimidate

England's L:adig%rbatsman.

‘ See page



