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No decision yet on

allocating gamchha

By Staff Correspondent

The government has not yet
comimunicated anything to the
Election Commission about the
latter's proposal to replace two
election symbols. pan and ship.
with gamchha and shirt,

“We are yet to receive any re-
sponse from the Ministry of
Law regarding our proposal for
replacing the election sym-
bols,” said a high official of the
Commission yesterday.

The EC send the proposal for
vetting by the ministry in the
first week of this month. “We
are still thinking over the is-
sue.” a law ministry official
told this correspondent yester-
day. :

Earlier. expelled Awami
League leader Abdul Kader Sid-
dique. who is contesting par-
liamentary by-election in Tan-
gail-B constituency, had re-
quested the Chiefl Election
Commissioner to allocate him
gamchha [a type of thin cotton
towel) as his election symbol.
CEC Mohammad Abu Hena as-
sured him that he would con-
sider the request.

There are 140 regislered elec-

Declare me unfit
for questioning,
Shikdar roars
at doctors

From staff Correspondent

KHULNA. O¢t24: Ershad
Shikdar has tlireatened the
doctors who have been checking
up his health regularly since
formation of the three-member
medical board, headed by the
civil surgeon, Khulna.

One of the doctors was
threatened on Friday for pre-
scribing antacid and paraceta-
mol tablets for mild tempera-

ture and light pain in his body,
according to a source in Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP).

“Why don't you declare me
unfit for appearing before the
interrogators? 1 will teach you
what is medical science"
Shikdar threatened the doctor.

“There is no power on earth
to detain me this way. After the
transfer o] Police
Commissioner Anwarul Igbal, |
will agam emerge as powerful
as before and then shnw you
that the world moves round the
sSurn..

The doctor who went to
Daulatpur thana to check him
up may withdraw himself from
the board out of fear. the source
sild.

Shikdar has denied the
charge of giving bribe to Deputy
Commissioner Abdullah Azad
Chowdhury of KMP. "None of
the present DCs took bribe from
me. nor did | get any chance to
offer them as they made my un-
derground life miserable and
left rio alternative but to sur-
render”. Shikdar said during
interrogation. "He chased me
like a street dog during my days
of hiding".

Another source in KMP
claimed that Shikdar was try-
ing to blackmail police officials
to divert their attention from
investigation. "I will bring
charge of taking bribe if you
torture me during interroga-
tion”, one of the interrogators
quoling Shikdar as saying.

Police are looking for the
masons and carpenters who
were involved in the construc-
tion of Swarnakamal,
Shikdar's palatial residence,
the sources said.

tion symbols. Of these, 119 have
been allocated to different po-
litical parties and the rest are
kept reserved for independent
candidates.

“The EC usually gets allega-
tions from Awami League
quarters that ship and pan, two
of the 140 symbols, resembles
boat - election symbol of the
ruling party.” an official of the
EC said. "So, this time we have
proposed replacement of the
symbols with gamchha and
shirt. It should satisfy both AL
and Kader Siddique.”

Meamwhile, AL leader Rah-
mat Ali MP has officially in-
lormed the EC that there is no
scope for it to allocate any can-
didate an election symbol be-
yond the 140 registered ones.

Thirty-one people are con-
testing the Tangail-8 by elec-
tion as independent candidates
and the EC has to allocate sym-
bols to them on October 26.

PM apprises
President of
her visit
to Australia

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina called on President
Shahabuddin Ahmed at Banga-
bhaban yesterday evening,
reports BSS,

The Prime Minister apprised
the President of her visit to
Australia and said that this
would promote export, invest-
ment, trade and economic coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who returned to Dhaka
on Saturday ending her 5-day
official visit to Australia, de-
scribed her first visit to Aus-
tralia as 'very successful and
fruitful.’

She told the President that
the Australian investors ex-
pressed their keen interest to
invest in Bangladesh. She men-
tioned her meeting with Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
Howard, Opposition leader,
Commerce Minister, Forelgn
Minister and other leaders and
said that she had fruitful talks
with them. :

President thanked the Prime
Minister for her successful visit
to Australia and said that this
would,bring the two countries
closer. specially in the field of
trade and economic coopera-
lion.

Attack on army
jeep: BNP
leader held

In Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, Oct 24: The
police today arrested a local
BNPF leader in connection with
attack on the vehicle of GOC
Mymensingh, reports UNB.

Shahidul Haq, former pgen-
eral secretary of district BNP,
was taken into custody for his
alleged involvement in attack-
ing the jeep in which Maj Gen
Harunur Rashid was passing by
a BNP torch procession on'
Wednesday, police said.

They said stones were pelted
al the jeep near Natun Bazar
Iromn the procession, but none
was hurt.

BNP leaders AKM Mosharraf
Hossain, MP, and Fazlur Rah-
man Sultan have protested the
arrest of Shahidul Haq and de-
manded his immediate release.
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Traffic chaos is back in the city after a four-day
and the usual weekend.

Flare test of Kalachhara -
well completed

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Oct24: Flare test of
the newly drilled well at
Kalachhara was completed
Tuesday afternoon.

People around the location
became panicky as a huge fire
was seen from several kilome-
lres away during the flare tests.

Inhabitants of the
Moulvibazar town. which is
about 20 kilometres away also
saw the flame of the fire. They
remembered the horrifying
blow-out in the Magurchhara
well in June, 1997, : !

Drilling of well at
Kalachhara location of
Moulvibazar district was com-
pleted October 10. sources close
to the US companies informed.
But the officials are maintain-
ing secrecy about the well for
unknown reasons.

Fate of the well would be de-
cided after analysing the data of
some other tests like, logging,
cementing etc. This will take
about two weeks more and the
company officials are expecting
a good result, said a source.

Drilling in the Kalachhara
well. located within five kilo-

metres of the abandoned
Magurchhara Gasfield started
August 12 this year. The two
companies — Unocal and its as-
sociate Occidental — main-
lained secrecy in starting the
drilling. The location is about 6
kilometres from Kalapur bazar
on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway.
The area is a sub-section of
Majdehee Tea Estate,

The companies consider
Kalachhara project as the sub-
stitute for the abandoned
Magurchhara well as both the
locations are in the same
structure, the source pointed
out,

The Occidental got the right
to explore oil and gas in blocks
12, 13 and in 14 in the greater
Sylhet region after signing 2
PSCs with the Petrobangla on
January 11, 1995, It faced se-
vere criticisn as the very first
exploratory well suffered a
massive blow-out during
drilling on June 15, 1997 at the
Magurchhara Gasfield in the
Komolganj thana under
Moulvibazar district.

'holiday' that included a full-day hartal, Hindu festival Durga Puja

— Star photo

Ad-interim bail
- to Shahida
Obaid extended

By Staff Correspondent

A Division Bench of the High
Court yesterday ordered police
not to arrest or harass Prof.
Shaheda Obaid, allegedly in-
volved in a plot to Kkill the
Prime Minister, until a full
length hearing of a petition for
an anticipatory bail on Novem-
ber 9.

“This is an extension of the
order of the Vacation Bench
comprising Justice Sirajul Is-
lam that gave the same instruc-
lion to police on October 18"
said Advocate Mabubur Rah-
man. who appeared for Sha-
heda Obaid. “The order
amounts to interim relief hav-
Lng the eflect of an anticipatory

ail.”

In his order, Justice Islam
had also said that the order
would remain valid till the next
hearing of the petition after re-
opening of the court on October
24,

A recent news item, released
hi,- slale run news agency BSS,
claimed that one Shoaib Chow-
dhury, now in custody, told
police that he had several
meetings with Shaheda Obaid
on a plot to kill the PM and 30
other dignitaries.

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
man argued in the court that
her name was not there in the
FIR. ‘l1. therefore, seems that a
conspiracy is being hatched up
to implicate her in the case only
to harass her in the name of in-
terrogation.”

100 fake passports
seized: One held

By Staff Corespondent

Detective Branch [(DB) of po-
lice recovered one hundred fake
passports and arrested on Ab-
dul Aziz in this connection
from the city's Mirpur area Sat-
urday evening.

Acting on a tip-off, DB police
raided the residence of Aziz at
Mirpur Section-2 at about 6:45
pm and recovered the passports.

A case was filed with Mirpur
thana on Saturday.

Acid thrown on
mother, daughter
at Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oect 24: A
housewife and her young daugh-
ter suffered acid burns when a
gang of miscreants threw acid
on them at their Haribhanga
residence in the town in the
early hours of today.

The victims identified as
Ayesha Khatun, 40, wife of
Refat Paramanik, and her
daughter Sheuly Khatun, 22, in
Ullahpara thana of Sirajganj
district.

Police and hospital sources
said a gang of seven came their
house at about 12,15 am and
then threw acid on their faces
as soon as Ayesha opened the
door.

The reason behind the attack
could not be known imme-
diately.

Neighbours rushed them to
the Sirajganj General Hospital.

case was lodged with
Ullapara thana in this connec-
tion but police failed to arrest
any of the accused till yester-
day.

Hearing in Humayun
Zahir Murder
Case Nov 8

The Metropolitan Session's
Judge court in the city yesterday
fixed November 8 to hear the
arguments in Humayun Zahir
Murder Case, reports BSS.

All accused, including
Akteruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu, were present before the
court during the hearing,

The Parliamentary Stand-

mended that the Energy
istry award a block

i ration company BAPEX.

discussed the gas sector, the
Committee headed by Imran

gquestions to Petrobangla and

as reserve an
BSUES.
A Petrobangla audit repo

penditure of 2300 crore by
its different departments and
subsidiaries was placed before
the Committee,

diture of around Tk 1200 crore
crore by Petrobangla itself.

tions regardin
relativel
money

includin

the spendin
smaller amounts o
y other subsidiaries

these, the questioned expendi-

crore.,

Attack on photo

journalists:
Probe body

formed
By Staff Correspondent

Metropolitan Police to probe
police iiction on photo journal-
ists pe-forming their profes-

Friday, officials sources said
yesterday.

They, however, could not
how soon the probe body com-
prising
would submit its report to the
authorities,

different nationa
injured in the police action.
Meanwhile, General Secre-
tary of Bangladesh Photo jour-
nalists Association AKM

inquiry into the 'police atroci-
ties'.

The association will bring
out a procession in the city to
press the demand, he said.

ing Committee on Public Un-
dertakings yesterday recom-
Min-

to
| Bangladeshi oil and gas explo-

Al a meeting which mainly

Ahmed raised a number of
Energy Ministry officials re-
garding oil and [Fas exploration,

other burning

rt
that raised objections to the ex-

The audit report. prepared by
Petrobangla’'s vigilance team,
raised questions on the expen-
by Titas Gas Ltd and Tk 700

The report also raised objec-

Bakhrabad. Jalal-
abad, Sylhet Gasfields etc. Of

ture by Bakhrabad is Tk 190

A one-member committee
has been formed by Dhaka

sional duties at the rally of
Markazul Islam in the city on

say

the DMP Commissioner

Twelve photo llﬂurnalists of
dailies were

Mohsin has demanded proper

Replying to a question
whether any oil company was
ressurising the government

“for gas export, Energy and Min-

cral Resources Secretary Dr
Towfig-e-Elahi Chowdher
told the Committee that no nif’
company had officially given
any such proposal or pressure.

The Committee asked a se-
ries of questions about the de-
lay in the finalisation of Sec-
ond Round Oil and Gas Block
Bidding, evaluation criterion
for selection of bidders in the
Second Round, transfer of op-
eratorship of various oil com-
panies, Lthe country’s gas reserve
estimates and the Magurchhara
blowout issue.

._Sources said the government
officials concerned could not
answer most of the queries by
the Committee members and
sought time till its next meet-
ing.

Members of the Committee
are Syed Masud Reza, Fazle
Rabbi, Md Dabirul Islam, Abul
Kalam Azad. AKM Mosharraf
Hossain and Shah Mohammad
Abul Hossain.

Students lay siege
to B M College
principal’s office

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 24: At least
200 students of Barisal B M
College today laid a siege to the
principal's office for two hours
demanding shifting of date of
Honours Part-3 Examination.

The students demonstrating
under the banner of 'Sammilito
Chhatra Oikya' urged the au-
thorities concerned to hold the
examination after Ramadan.

They also put up a barricade
on road in front of the college
and damaged some passing ve-
hicles.

Later, they withdrew siege
and road barricade following
assurance b]\; the principal of
considering their demand.

DU classes
resume today

Classes of the Dhaka Uni-
versity will resume today after
eight-day Puja vacation,
university sources said, reports
BSS.

Award a block to BAPEX, |
JS body recommends

By Staff Correspondent

Pak coup leader
leaves for KSA,
UAE today

ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: Pak-
istan's: new military leader's
first official visit will be to
Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, according to a
foreign ministry statement is-
sued today, reports AP,

Gen Pervez Musharraf will
leave Monday, less than two
weeks after staging a bloodless
coup to overthrow Pakistan's
elected government.

During his two-day visit to
Saudi Arabia, Musharraf will
perform Umra, a Muslim pil-
grimage to Islam's holy sites,
and hold talks with Saudi Kin
Fahad bin Abdul Aziz Al-Sau
it said.

There was no information
on what the two men will dis-
cuss. He also will meet Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah bin Ab-
dul Aziz Al-Saud,

Saudi Arabia was one of the
first country's to send official

| greetings to Musharraf follow-

ing the coup. Most interna-
tional leaders have criticised
Musharraf's delay in announc-
ing a timeframe for elections.

Power sector

From page 12

The meeling also discussed
dilferent aspects of a 600 mil-
lion dollar project earlier of-
[ered by the WB for power in-

frastructure development.

"The meeting ended incon-
clusively," said a source, adding
that the WB team would stay in
Dhaka till next Friday and
would continue to hold meet-
ings with officials from differ-
ent departiments.

The WB team will meet the
Power Secretary today.

Opposition to
observe
‘Demonstration
Day’ today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will observe “Demons-
tration Day” across the country
today to protest ‘attacks’ on
opposition pickets during
October 21 hartal and killing of
a Shibir activist in Chittagong.

As parts of the programme,
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islamic Oikya Jote
will organise public rallies and
bring out processions in all
city, district and thana head-
quarters.

In capital Dhaka, the city
unit of BNP will hold a public
meeting at Paltan Maidan at
3pm today. The meeting over,
BNP will bring out a procession
which will parade diﬂerent city
sireets.

Jativa Party will organise a
rally at Muktangan at 3pm,
Jamaat at the North Gate of
Baitul Mukarram and 10J at
Purana Paltan crossing after
the Asr prayer.

Besides, four other smaller
parties - Jagpa, Democratic
League, Progressive Nationalist
Party and Nationalist Demo-
cratic Alliance - will also hold
rallies and bring out proces-
sions.

Death of teenage
girl remains

a mystery
By Staff Correspondent

Police are yel to unravel the
mystery behind the death of a
teenage girl who was found in
flaimnes on the stairs of a build-
ing in the city's Shyamoli area
Friday night.

Besides. the identity of the
around 18-year-old girl could
not be known even after two
days of her death.

Meanwhile, the body was
kept al the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital morgue till
last night.

10 hurt, vehicles
damaged during
hartal at Faridpur

FARIDPUR, Oct 24: At least
10 people were injured and a
dozen vehicles were damaged
during a dawn-to-dusk hartal
in the town today, reports UNB,

The hartal was called by the
Rasul Sainik Parishad, a local
Islamic organisation. demand-
ing release of Markazul Islam

resident Moulana Shahidul Is-
am.

Local units of BNP, Jamaat
and Islami Oikya Jote extended
their support to the hartal.

Inter-district transports
came under attack at Rajbari
crossing and Srirampur on
Dhaka-Khulna highway and
West Khabashpur near Shamsul
Ulum Madrassah on Dhaka-
Barisal highway.

Two Markazul
activists on

fresh remand
By Court Correspondent

Sarwar and Golam Moula,
the two activists of Markazul
Islam, were taken on a fresh
remand for two days by the De-
tective Branch Police yesterday
in connection with the recent
incidents of explosive recovery.

Arrested on October 19, un-
der Section 54 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC]J, the
two were earlier taken on a
three days' remand. Police
claimed they received 'vital in-
formation’ from them regard-
ing planting of grenades at the
Mirpur mosque.

ugo far, S;?ulice arrested five
people as suspects in connec-
tion with the recent planting of
explosives in two mosques and
a newspaper office in the city.
No specilic police case has yet.
been lodged.

Meanwhile, Markazul lead-
ers — Ruhui Amin, Shahidul
[slam and Sayed al Misbah —
arrested under Section 54, were
sent to jail following interroga-
lion.

Al least 18 people have been
killed and dozens others in-
jured in a gas explosion in
Pakistan, officials said
Sunday, reports AFP.

According to witnesses cited

Saturday in the town of Toba
Tek Singh in the central
province of Punjab when work-

Seven others died later in hos-
pital, includi
two children, he said,

blast as accidental. said five
labourers were still missing.

enormous fireball which
prompted the evacuation of sev-
eral hundred people from
nearby houses. a police
spokesman said.

Officials said the fire de-
| stroyed 170 hcuses in several

by police, the blast occurred late

ers were digging up a gas

pipeline.

Eleven workers died in a
supply station which was gutted
in the fire, a police official said.

five women and

Officials. who described the

The explosion produced an

(zas explosion kills
- 18 in Pakistan

LAHORE. Pakistan, Oct 24:

localities. At least two cArs, five
trucks and about a dozen mo-
torbikes were also gutted. they
said.

Police and hospital officials
said more than 30 people re-
ceived burn injuries and the
condition of at least six was se-
rious.

Army and air force units
rushed to the area and extin-
guished the fire which had been
raging for three hours by cut-
ting the Fas supply. they said.

Local officials on Sunday
were using a public-address sys-
tem to urge people to return to
their homes. ﬁaglng the situa-
tion had been brought under
control, residents said.

Police have cordoned off the
area which presented a gloomy
picture as walling residents

athered near smouldering
omes to mourn their losses,
they said.

Rescue workers were engaged
ing through the debris

in di
amid fears some people might
still be trapped.
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ATTENTION
DESIGNERS,

s the Eid
Fashion

this fashion extravaganza.

wears and their creators.

Rules and regulations
A,

There will be an entry

nm ua .

10 am and 4 pm.

Ziaul Karim
Chief Coordinator

BOUTIQUE &

FASHION HOUSES

itself for the big occasion: This year as usual The Daily Star
2000 will feature dresses and saris selected by a panel of judges. The album works as
a source book for both buyers and sellers. Designers, boutique and fashion houses are invited to participate in

The Daily Star

and dresses should be locally
able for our weather and environment friendly. ‘
Information about the fashion house and price should accompany the dresses. In case of saris
name of the weavers should be mentioned.

The dresses and saris send in for the Album are returnable.
The dresses and saris will be accepted for submission with properly filled up forms attached
to the letters of invitation.

fee of taka 100.
Send your fashion wears and saris to the office of weekly 2000 (mentioned below) between

I

AHION
B UM}

A
2

Today is the last day to send in your fashion wears and saris for nomination.

L
0 0 0

How to send your saris and dress materials? Dresses and saris will be considered for selection
under seven groups according to their prices.

1. Group A : Sari : Price range 3500 Taka and above

2. Group B : Sari : Price range between 2000 & 3500 Taka

3. Group C : Sari : Price range between 1000 & 2000 Taka

4. Group A : Salwar-kameez : Price range up to 3500 taka and above
J. Group B : Salwar-kameez : Price range between 2000 & 3500 Taka
6. Group C : Salwar-kameez : Price range between 1000 & 2000 Taka
7. Men's wear price range : up to 1000 taka

The Daily Star will nominate seven saris and dresses from each group. The nominated itents will
feature in our Fashion Album 2000 with colour photographs plus write -ups describing the fashion

The dresses and saris should express the mood of the festival. The materials used for saris
produced. The design should be original and the material suit-

Bizly Hoque
Chief Organiser

96/97 New Eskaton Road, Dhaka-1000, Tel : 9350951-3, Fax : 9350954, E-mail : s2000@bangla.net




