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US to upgrade air| 5o

Act fast to check spread of AIDS

Experts urge Asian countries

More aftershocks

rock Taiwan

TAIPEI, Oct 24: Big alter-
shocks, including two stronger
than 5.0 on the Richter scale:

. Jolted Taiwan Sunday after an
earthquake two days ago left

Pak submarine
from leaving
Toulon

- hundreds hurt, but no further

in lI!‘ﬁEE were reported, reports
AFP.

The aftershocks have con-

tinued since last month's mas-
sive earthquake in central
Taiwan whic
2.400 people.

"As of 10:00 a.m. (0800 BST.
270 aftershocks have been
recorded over the past two

days,” a Seismology Center offi-

cial told AFP.

"More are expected belore
they subside in two weeks,” he
said.

The biggest one with a
Richter magnitude of 5.2 struck
at 1:08 a.m. (2308 BST
Saturday). Its epicentre was lo-
cated 6.6 kilometres (4.1 miles)
east of the southern city of

Chlil'ft'
"No fatalities or injuries

were reported in the wake of the
aftershocks.” a rescue official
'said.

Aftershocks continued to hit
the central Nantou county, the
epicentre of the September 21
quake which killed 2,405 peo-
ple and injured 11,306.

O killed in
violence
in Kashmir

JAMMU, India, Oct 24: Nine
people were killed and ten
wounded in separate incidents
of violence in the restive north
Indian state of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said today. re-

- ports Reuters.

Six militants, mostly for-
eign mercenaries, and a soldier
were killed late on Saturday in
a shootout near Salonia in the
border district of Poonch, 256
km (160 miles) north of
Jammu, a police spokesman
said.

A civilian was also injured
in the crossfire which lasted for
several hours, he added.

In separate incidents on
Saturday, militants killed a
civilian after entering his
house near Kalakote in Rajouri
district while police killed a
militant near Kishtwar in Doda
district.

Rajouri is 176 km (110
miles) north and Doda is 173
km (105 miles) east of Jammu.

Seven people were injured in
an explosion near Rughunath
Bazar market in Jammu city on
Saturday evening, police said.

Food poisoning
kills 26 children
in Peru

LIMA, Oct 24: Twenty-six
children aged three to 12 yeers
died in a small Andean yvillage
in southeastern Peru after
drinking aﬂpaﬁ:n_ﬂ}{_ zontami-
nated milk, senior officinls
said Saturday. reports AFP.

Peruvian Health Minister
Alejandro Aguinaga and presi-
dential envo Edgardo
‘Mosqueira. as well as a number
of lawmakers, flew to the small
village of Tauccamarca in
Cusco province Saturday to in-
vestigate the incident and bring
medical supplies.

They said 26 others survived
after drinking the contami-
nated milk, thanks to what
they called the quick response
by officials Friday.

Survivors were taken to a
provincial hospital in Cusco,
and some were still in critical
or serious condition, doctors
" said Saturday.

- A hospital official who
‘asked not to be named said the
death toll could rise. The origi-
*nal toll rose from 24 to 26 after
two children in serious condi-
tion died despite medical inter-
vention.
. The cause of the fatal con-

tamination has yet to be de-
termined, Aguinaga and
Mosqueira said, adding that
tests on the milk were under-
way to confirm the presence of
phosphorus -- which is used in
insecticides.

Clinical examiners believe
“the milk was mixed with a very
lethal phosphoric ingredient.”

Aguinaga said.

Robin Cook in
Israel for talks

on ME peace

JERUSALEM, Oct 24: British
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook
arrived in Israel on Sunday at
the start of a three-day visit to
the Jewish state and the
Palestinian territories, reports
AFP.

Cook, whose last trip early
last year sparked a diplomatic
furore, is to hold a working
lunch with Foreign Minister
David Levy before an evening
meeting with Prime Minister
. Ehud Barak.

"During his meetings with
Israeli officials, Secretary Cook
CEe process,
bilateral ties Israel-EU re-
lations,” an Israeli foreign min-
ial.lz spokesman said.

ook is expected to avoid
any contentious areas follow-
ing his ill-fated visit in March
119'921. t!mnhrfg?amngmu 4
srael's t- premier
Benjamin Netanyahu in a row
over Jewish settlements.

He infuriated Netanyahu af-
ter he met with a senior
Palestinian official at a con-
troversial settlement known as
Har Homa in disputed east
Jerusalem, which was behind
the collapse in peace talks be-
tween Israel and the Palesti-
nians.

But relations have improved
since the election of . who
stopped over in London soon af-
ter office in July for
talks with British officials. in-
cluding Prime Minister Tony

Blair.

At the time, Blair hailed
Barak's election as a “tremen-
ﬂluua opportunity” for

East peace efiorts.

killed more than

.

KUWAIT CITY. Oct 24: The
United States and Kuwait will
jointly upgrade the capacity of
air bases in the emirate which
neighbours Iraq to react qui-
cker in any crisis, US Defence
Secretary William Cohen
confirmed Sunday, reports
AFP,

“What we want is an upgrade
in the capacity of bases to ac-
commeodate troops and make
sure we have ramp space and
other facilities that will ac-
commodate any large influx of
aircraft, for example, should it
be necessary," he said.

"We want to upgrade the
bases so that they could ac-
commodate aircraft and other
elements in the event of a con-
tingency or emergency.” he told
reporters before leaving for
Jordan.

It will cost "roughly 173 mil-
lion dollars, as I recall. But that
is a general figure and we have
not discussed how tat will be al-
located,” added Cohen, who ar-
rived on Saturday as part of a
Middle East tour.

The defence secretary did not
specify how the financing of the
grnjﬂct would be broken down,

ut officials in his delegation
said Kuwait would pay the lion's

share.

Giving details of the project
ahead of Cohen. they put the
cost at 193 million dollars.

"The Kuwaitis pay for a great
deal. | wouldn't want to tell you

they pay for every single thing.

They give us a tremendous
amount of assistance in kind,
however," one official said.

The plans call for uggradjng
the Ali al-Salim air base "to
support more fixed wing air-
crait,” a senior official said,
who like the others spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The official said the up-
grades would allow the air force
to put in prepositioned "avia-
tion assets,” without specifying
if he meant aircraft or support
equipment.

At Ahmad al-Jaber air base,
where US F-16 fighters and A-
10 attack aircraft are based, the
air force wants to create a logis-
tics hub to maintain a larger
flow of planes.

The project also calls for up-
grading an army base nutsige
Kuwait City to house a perma-
nent headquarters for a US
heavy infantry brigade, accord-
ing to the officials.

The facility, which is con-
nected by video and datz links

bases in Kuwait

to US Central Cnmmaﬁﬂ"h:ad-

quarters in Riyadh and Tampa,
Florida, was approved by
Kuwait in August and is already
up and running, they said.

‘It's another way of demon-
strating we'll be here on a con-
tinuous basis,” said one official.

Nearly 26,000 US military
personnel are stationed in the
region. mostly on warships but
also at bases in Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait. About 8,000 of
them are based in Kuwait.

US pilots based at Ahmad al-
Jaer, some 80 kilometres (50
miles) south of Kuwait City,
help enforce a "no-fly” zone in
southern Iraq. while armoured
battalions rotate through
Kuwait for exercises on a near
continuous basis.

A US-led military coalition
evicted Ira&i occupation forces
from the oil-rich emirate in the
1991 Gulf War,

Cohen reiterated that "the
United States intends to stay
fully engaged, together with our
friends in the region, to pro-
niote security and stability and
lo deter further aggression.”

He ruled out any significant
increase in the number of US

military personnel based in
Kuwait.

Govt urges Hindu nationalists

NEW DELHI, Oct 24: India's
right-wing government has
urged Hindu nationalists to
show restraint during Pope
John Paul II's visit to India
early next month, a newspaper
said today, reports AP.

Lal Krishna Advani, the
minister in charge of internal
security, distanced his Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party from a 1,575 kilometers
(935 miles) protest march orga-
nized by a Hindu revivalist
group from southwestern Goa
state to the Indian capital.

"I don't know who is organiz-
ing this march,” The Indian Ex-
press newspaper and local tele-
vision networks quoted Advani
as saying on Friday.

The World Hindu Council, a
religious affiliate of the govern-
ing BJP, has planned rallies
across the country to demand
an apology from the and
protest what they caﬁo l%cmible
conversions of poor Indians by
Christian missionaries.

"Such opposition is im-

proper. It is not appropriate, if
somebody is.a stafel? guest. =3..\'1-:1

‘the pope is visiting India as a

state guest' (Nov 5-8)," Advani
said. "They shouldn't overdo it."

The Indian Express also said
some allies have put pressure
on Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's governing coalition
by raising the issue at a Cabinet
meeting earlier in the week and
demanding that the govern-
ment rein in the protesters.

In recent weeks, the VHP ancdl

o fled Goa to escape

Show restraint during
Pope's India visit

Bajrang Dal, two groups that
share an ideolo with the
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's BJP, have said they
expect an apology from the pope
for past Christian persecution
in India and ongoing mission-
ary activity.

Archbishop Alan de Lastic,
the head of the Roman Catholic
Church in New Delhi, denies
Hindu fundamentalists’' charges
that Christians engaged in
forced conversions.

On Wednesday, the World
Hindu Council began a protest
march from Goa in southwest-
ern India, which would reach
New Delhi on Nov 4, the eve of
the pope's arrival.

"If you want to come to India,
we have no problems. But you

have to apologize for the atroci-

ties and conversions should
stop." said Sadhvi Ritambara, a
radical Hindu monk.

Some historians believe that
75,000 people who resisted the
conversions were killed four
centuries ago. Many  Hindu
temples were razed and people
the persecu-
tion, according to local ac-
livists.

India's nearly 1 billion pop-
ulation includes 820 million
Hindus, 120 million Muslims,
23 million each of Christians
and Sikhs.

Church leaders say their
conumunity has been the target
of more than 100 attacks by the
two [ringe Hindu groups during
Lthe past year.

100 hurt in fire
at 2 Austrian
discotheques

VIENNA, Oct 24: About 100
people were injured, some seri-
ously, when fires broke out in
two Austrian discotheques
hosting "polystyrene parties,"
officials said Saturday, reports
AFP,

The novelty nights feature
and ankle-deep layer of tiny

ileces of lightweight,
ammable polystyrene on the
dance floor.

The cause of the Friday night
fires was still not determined,
the officials said.

The first fire broke out in the
Joy discotheque in Saint
Agatha, near Gmunden, 50
kilometres (30 miles) southeast
of Salzburg, where about 180
young people had gathered to
celebrate the club's change of
ownership.

About 86 people were treated
after flames crugted around at
11:30 pm (2130 GMT), said a lo-
cal Red Cross official, Helmut
Peiskammer, updating the pre-
vious toll.

"Most of the injuries were
due to the smoke,"” he said, but
some of the dancers had been
hurt in the panic as people
rushed for the emergency exits.

- In Oberndorf, 18 kilometres
(12 miles).north of the Austrian
capital, 10 people were treated
in hospital after a similar fire
in a discotheque attended by
100 people.

"Eight people were home af-
ter being cared for by rescue
workers, two are still at the
hospital in Oberndorf but they
do not have serious injuries," a
spokesman for the Salzburg re-
gion, Heinz Bogner, said.

PARIS, Oct 24: French au-
thorities blocked a Pakistani
submarine from leaving the
port of Toulon on Thursday as
part of measures to limit arms
tx;i:mrts to Pakistan after its
military coup, the government
said Saturday, reports AFP,

French defence ministry
spokesman Jean-Francois
Bureau, confirming a report
Saturday by the newspaper
France Soir, told AFP that it
was part of "conservative” mea-
sures adopted by France after
the military overthrow of the
ﬁnvtmmcnt of Prime Minister

awaz Sharif.

Bureau refused to comment
further except to say that the
decision was "subject to review."

The French defence ministry
announced its intentions to
limit arms supplies to Pakistan
on October 14, two days after
the bloodless military coup.

The diesel-powered Agosta
class submarine was built 20
years ago at Cherbourg and was
undergoing a refit and mod-
ernisation of its arsenal in
Toulon.

The commander of the vessel
announced the vessel's sooner-
than-expected departure on
Thursday afternoon but its exit
was blocked late Thursday by a
large car%ln ship belonging to
the French merchant navy.

According to Jane's Infor-
mation Group, Pakistan has
two Agosta submarines.
Karachi also signed a deal for

the construction ol three Agosta
30B submarines, the first of

which was due to be delivered
this year,

Jamaat-i-Islami
challenges
army ban

ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: Pak-
istan's army rulers faced their
first legal challenge today when
a religious party said it would
contest a ban on its leader trav-
elling to his home province, re-
ports Reuters.

Jamaat-i-Islami, Pakistan's
main religious party, said it
would go to court to challenge
the ban on its leader, Qazi Hus-
sein Ahmed, who has been
barred from his native North
West Frontier Province (NWFP)
for 30 days.

A spokesman for the party
said the ban was meant to "in-
cite Jamaat-i-Islami and create
a situation leading to a clash
with the military government."
He said the group would chal-
lenge the ruling in the High
Court at Peshawar. Capital of
NWFP.

It was thought to be the first
legal challenge by any of Pak-
istan's myriad political parties
to the 12-day-old rule by Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf,” chief
executive of the army govern-
ment which toppled Prime Min-
lséf:r Nawaz Sharif on October
12.

The ban was imposed on
Saturday night after Ahmed
made remarks which were seen
to be critical of Musharraf, the
o6-year-old career soldier cur-
rently overseeing the formation
of a National Security Council

| and cabinet of technocrats.

KUALA LUMPUR. Oct 24:
Asian countries should take ur-
gent action to check the rapid
spread of AIDS before the re-

ion's epidemic matches the
evasiation the disease has
caused in Africa, international

i:;perts said Sunday, reports

“We are still at the very be-
ginning of the AIDS/HIV epi-
demic in the Asia-Pacific.” Pe-
ter Piot, executive director of
the UN AIDS Programme, said
at the 5th International
Congress on AIDS in Asia and
the Pacific. "There's no room
for complacency."

An estimated 7 million peo-
ple are living with the HIV virus
or AIDS in the Asia-Pacific.
Experts urged the region to
learn a lesson from Africa,
which has 21 million cases that
account for two-thirds of the
world's infections.

"What one hopes is that
Asian countries won't wait until
people start dying in massive
numbers before responding
with the vigor that is necessary,
as has been the case in Africa."
he said at the conference, which
was attended by more than
3,000 scientists. doctors, ac-
tivists and AIDS sufferers.

Piot and other speakers at
the opening of the four-day con-

‘ments.

lerence stressed that Asia had
yet to feel the full impact of the
AIDS epidemic. A report by
UNAIDS offered daunting data:

It said that HIV infections in
the Asia-Pacific region in-
creased by 70 per cent between
1996 and 1998, making Asia the
continent with the most rapid
growth rate of the disease. The
study offered other daunting
data:

India has more HIV-infected
people — about 4 million — than
any country in the world.

Five per cent of all Cambo-
dians. or nearly one of every 25
adults, has HIV or AIDS.

In Thailand, the first Asian
nation heavily affected by the
disease. 2 per cent of the popula-
tion is infected.

Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad on Satur-
day demanded that pharmaceu-
tical companies lower the cost
of HIV drugs for poorer nations.
which are unable to take advan-
tage of expensive break-
throughs in AIDS research.

Speakers echoed that call on
Sunday, saying that more than
90 per cent of people with HIV
and AIDS live in the developing
world but only a tiny fraction
had access to anti-viral treat-
Piot suggested that
rices be reduced by compulsory
icensing of drugs in poor coun-

Falantil comman

der Xanana Gusmao, with traditional scarf

t i

around his neck, salutes his troops at a colourful ceremony
held at their headquarters in Remexio, southeast of Dili,

yesterday. After arriving by helicopter to the cam

p, an

emotional Xanana Gusmao received gifts from children and
was warmly welcomed by fellow Falantil fighters.

— AFP photo

iries.

John Mills, an Australian-
based scientist and director of
MacFarlane Burnett Institute,
said that drugs alone were not
the answer to controlling the
virus.

Mills cited a case in Aus-
tralia in which one strain of the

HIV virus was resistant to all
drugs.

“It's very clear that the virus
is learning how to avoid the
retroviral drugs and we need
new drugs." he said, adding that
the development of a vaccine
was "not an absolute certainty.”

Mills said health profes-
sionals. governments and sci-
entists should work together to
combat the disease. "If we rel
wholly on science to contro
this epidemic, we will fail."

Mieko Nishimizu, vice pres-
ident for South Asia at the
World Bank, urged governments
lo seize this "golden opportu-
nity to act early” and place the
AIDS epidemic at the center of
national policy agendas.

"AIDS threatens Asia. AIDS
threatens to reduce, halt and
even reverse economic growth
of Asia. It threatens to kill the
pﬁggle ol Asia at their prime
productive years. It threatens to
tear apart the very social fabric
of Asia,” Nishimizu said.

Gusmao visits
E Timor
rebel base

DILI, East Timor, Oct 24:
East Timor resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao made an emo-
tional visit to a pro-indepen-
dence fighter base near here
Sunday after seeing with disbe-
lief the devastation in Dili
caused by pro-Jakarta militia-
men following an August 30 in-
dependence vote, reports AFP.

He went by helicopter to
Remexio, in the hills some 14
kilometres (nine miles) south-
east of here, where Falintil, the
armed wing of the East
Timorese independence move-
ment, has a base.

The visil to the camp, where
some 700 guerillas are based.

followed an impromptu walk
through the streets of Dili.
where he inspected first-hand
the damage the militias in-
flicted on the capital following
the independence ballot. in
which East Timorese voted
overwhelmingly to split from
Indonesia.

At the camp, children pre-
sented him with a local tradi-
tional weaving which he placed
around his neck before heading
through a cheering throng of
supporters to inspect hundreds
of tréops in military fatigues,
and saluted the Falintil flag as
it was raised.

Wiping tears from his eyes,
he mounted a platform and gave
an emotional speech in the lo-
cal Tetum language.

In Dili. he walked streets fol-
lowed by an armoured person-
el carrier of the International
Force for East Timor (Interfet)
and heavily guarded by
Australian troops. _
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i

-

sident Jacques Chirac (2nd L),
President Jiang Zemin (C) and French First Lady
Bernadette Chirac (R) watch some lambs being fed
yesterday in Sarran, central France.

ERIEFRY

Chinese

— AFP photo

Ex-Kashmir minister dead: veiran
freedom fighter and former Minister of Jammu and Kashmir
Abdul Gani Mast. popularly known as "Mast Fareedi" died in Doda
district of Jammu region on Friday, the Jammu and Kashmir
assembly was informed today. He was 74, PTI reports from

Srinagar.

C

r crash claims 10 in S Africa: ten

military personnel were killed and 14 injured when a South

Alfrican Air Force Oryx helicopter crashed

aturday afternoon in

Kroonstad, Free State, a military spokesman said, Xinhua reports

from Johannesburg.

South African Press Association quoted Colonel Johan Grobler
as saying that the survivors had been rushed to the Kroon Hospital.

9 killed in Thai road accident: »

Swiss couple and three Thai citizens were killed in a three-vehicle
accident in northeastern Thailand on Sunday, police said, AP

reports [rom Bangkok.

" Highway police said Swiss man, identified only as Karl Michel,
was behind the wheels of a car when it struck a pickup truck he

tried to pass on a highway in Udornthani Province.

jor

Chirac presses Jiang

over human rights

SARRAN, France, Oct 24:
President Jacques Chirac of
France pressed Chinese leader
Jiang Zemin over human rights
during private talks at Chirac's
country chateau ahead of the
formal start of Jiang's state
visit on Sunday. reports AFP.
Human rights took up a ma-

part of several hours of
talks the two leaders held over
dinner on Saturday night and
breakfast on Sunday at Chateau
Bity in an isolated corner of the
Correze region of southwest
France, a presidential
spokeswoman said.

Chirac urged greater democ-
racy and Jiang, who arrived
Friday for a private stay ahead
of the state visit, expressed his
desire to take China "step by
step on the route in this direc-
tion without jeopardising the
stability of a country of more
than one billion inhabitants,"
said the spokeswoman,
Catherine Colonna.

She added that Jiang had de-
scribed the three hour conver-
sation on Saturday night with
Chirac as "the deepest he had
ever had with a foreign leader”
on human rights and democ-

| racy. They also spoke about

Russia and the conflict in the
Caucusus region.

The talks were "“in-depth,
free and frank" and "held in a
constructive spirit.” said the

spokeswoman.

Jiang's stay in Britain and
France, part of a six-nation
tour, has been marked by
protests by human rights and

Tibelan activists and Chinese
dissidents, led by the exiled
former political prisoner Wei
Jingsheng.

Wei and other demonstra-
tors tried to approach Chateau
Bity on Saturday night but was
turned away by police. No-one
can get within five kilometres
(three miles) of the chateau and
the nearby village of Sarran
without passing through strict
security checks.

Chirac has been widely criti-
cised in France for his gesture
in making Jiang the first for-
eign leader to visit his chateau.

But the spokeswoman said
Chirac told Jiang of French
"concerns over political and re-
ligious freedoms and democ-
racy.”

The French president urged
“moves toward more democracy
and freedom" and expressed the
hope that two UN treaties on
civil, political., economic and
social rights, signed by China
in 1997 and 1998, would be rati-
fied as soon as possible.

Chirac was due to hand over
a list of Chinese prisoners that
France would like to see freed,
his entourage said.

UAE, India to si gn |

extradition treaty

ABU DHABI, Oct 24: The
United Arab Emirates [(UAE)
and India will sign a long-
awaited extradition treaty.
along with two other agree-
ments, in New Delhi next week,
reports Xinhua,

UAE Minister of Justice, Is-
lamic Affairs and Awgal Mo-
hamimed Nakhira Al Dhahiri
will go to the Indian capital
next Monday on a three-day
visit Lo sign the agreements, the
official WAM news agency said
on Saturday.

Besides the extradition
treaty, the two countries will
sign the agreements on "Mutual
Legal Assistance in Civil Mat-
ters” and the "Mutual Legal As-
sistance in Criminal Matters."

The UAE and India have
been trying to conclude an
agreement on extradition for
several years. according to In-
dian ambassador to the UAE,
KC Singh.

The UAE has a large Indian
expatriate population, and New
Delhi believes that a number of
Indians involved in different
criminal activities are hiding
in the emirates. To date, they
have been free from prosecution
because of the lack of an extra-
dition treaty.

Similarly, a number of In-
dian expatriates working in the
UAE fled to their native towns
in India, lea.vinfg huge debts be-
hind, over the last many years,
the ambassador said.

New Indonesian president

outlines big policy change

JIMBARAN, Indonesia, Oct
24: In his first major_speech,
Indonesia's new president Sun-
day outlined sweeping changes
in domestic, foreign and defence
policy and vowed to take control
of the crisis-ridden economy to
improve the lives of the restive,
poverty-stricken masses, re-
ports AP.

In a shift in diplomatic prior-
ities, Abdurrahman Wahid said
he planned to visit China and
other Asian nations within
weeks. He also would build an
economic relationship between
the world's most populous Is-
lamic nation and Israel as a
start to ending years of animos-
ity.

Y Indonesia's past e had
emphasized links with the

United States, other Western
nations and neighbouring Aus-
tralia, despite criticism of its
poor human rights record. It
also refused to recognise Israel.

Wahid, who promised to in-
troduce further democratic
changes and freedoms, sig-
nalled his reforms would come
with a renewed sense of na-
tionalism for what is being
hailed as "Indonesia Baru"
the "New Indonesia.”

"In the past, our honour as a
nation, our independence, was
attacked in a brutal way,” he
said in call for international re-
spect.

Inditating he would work
with the powerful military to
bring about change, Wahid said
he would rebuild the ill-

equipped navy to protect the
sprawling archipelago’s vast
fishing, petroleum and other re-
sources.

In a wide-ranging address to
business people, politicians
and diplomats, he said he
would appoint some members
of the old corrupt and auto-
cratic regime to his Cabinet, ig-
noring a chorus of calls to wipe
the slate clean.

Wahid is almost blind and
can no longer read, so he spoke
off the culf. He admitted the
appointment of officials from
the disgraced government of ex-
President Suharto amounted to
a political compromise. But he
claimed this would not erode
his push for good governance

and rule of law.

'Russian troops close
Chechnya border

Heavy fighting continues

GROZNY, Russia, Oct 24:
Russia pressed on with its of-
fensive in Chechnya on Sunday
as military leaders multiplied
their explanations for the se-
ries of explosions in Grozny
that killed at least 137 people,
reports AFP.

It also kept shut the last re-

. maining road into neighbour-

ing Ingushetia used by Chechen
refugees to flee the deadly fight-
ing.

g{}n Saturday, the Russian
army closed the border between
Chechnya and Ingushetia, halt-
ing a massive refugee exodus
triggered by attacks on the
Chechen capital.

Russian soldiers backed by
armoured vehicles took control
of the Semnovodsk and
Tsentralnyi border crossings
which hzu:lY been manned by lo-
cal Ingushetian officials, an
AFP correspondent reported.

More than 3,000 Chechens
had crossed into Ingushetia EJY
Friday in the first 24 hours al-
ter missile attacks on Grozny
left 137 people dead. according
to Chechen officials.

Thousands more were re-
ported to have left their homes
and to be heading across the
border on Saturday.

The president of Ingushetia,

Ruslan Aushev, said his coun-
try was currently sheltering
more than 163,700 refugees.
Chechen military officials
told AFP that 2,500 people have
been killed and more than
5,000 injured since Russia first
launch air and artillery strikes
against its separatist republic

on September 5.
Heavy fighting continued
overnight In the western

Chechen village of Bamut and
the eastern Chechen town of
Vedeno, the birthplace of feared
warlord Shamil Basayev.

Grozny said that 23 civilians
were killed in Vedeno early
Sunday when a Russian rocket
crashed into the city centre.
Russian defence officials in
Moscow refused to confirm the
report.

Moscow also failed to con-
firm Chechen claims Sunday
that separatist fighters had
shot down three more Russian

lanes -- two SU-25 fighters
and a counter-intelligence
plane.

The North Caucasus clashes
have again strained relations
between Russia and the West. In
response Moscow has launched
a series of diplomatic missions
in an effort to justify its posi-
tion in Chechnya.

' the Recr(
Most lavish wedding

SYDNEY: James Packer, son of Australia’'s richest man, was
believed to have enjoyed the most lavish wedding reception ever
held in the country when he married Saturday, reports AFP.

Reports Sunday said the Sydney
'E illion dollars (6.5 million US).

by Sir Elton John, cost 10

reception, with entertainment

But the one thing billionaire Kerry Packer could not buy for the
wedding of his son to swimsuit model Jodie Meares was perfect

weather.

Like the wedding of his media
supermodel Sarah O'Hare earlier this year, James and Jodie had a
bleak and wet day.

Some of the extravagant features included 100,000 dollars
(65,000 US) worth of flowers. eight kilometres (five miles) of fairy

lights and 600 bottles of Dom Perignon cham e
reported 1.2 million dollars (780,

And for a

friend Lachlan Murdoch to

) US). or about

10.000 dollars (6,500 US) a minute, British superstar Sir Elton was

the wedding singer.

The 32-year-old Packer and Meares, 27, tied the knot in a.
private ceremony with close family and friends inside the Packer
Bellevue Hill compound, which was heavily guarded.

Meares wore a 30,000 dollar (19,500 US) white traditional
by New York-based Australian designer Richard Tyler for the

ceremony.




