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Conflicts, Rule of Law and the UN

by Md Nurul Abedin

STERDAY was the

i United Nations Day. The
UN has already completed
more than 50 years of its
existence and is now at the
threshold of entering into the
next millennium. Over the
ears, it had its trials and tribu-
ations. success and shortfalls,
achievements and accusations,
pleasures and pathos, devotion
and despair and appreciation

and abuse. If. by chance, UN

dies down tomorrow again the
might of the muscle will govern
the universe, a situation no one
will aspire for.

Almost every nation is now
member of the UN. This is un-
ll)_}‘]ecedented in human history.

e plan of one place on Earth
where all nations would meet
has been materialised. No
doubt, we have now, in UN, an
international institutional
framework where there can be
free exchange of new ideas to
make this planet an ideal place
to live in. But, unfortunately,
the division of the planet has
not yet enabled us to achieve
this target. The most important
division is not between East
and West and between North
and South. The most important
division is between those who
want human dignity as well as
human unity and world order
and those who want the
supremacy of their group at the
expense of the planet and of
humanity. The efficacy of UN's
this role can be visualised in
the context of a yardstick —
Rule of Law.

A Regime of Law, contrasted
to the Regime of Arms, presents
new, challenging problems that
are at times irrita . One large
question is the composition and
nature of the tribunal or agency
that will make the decision. I
think, choosing the procedures
that will safeguard the inde-
pendence and competence of
the tribunals/agencies are very
important. Another Key ingredi-
ent of the Rule of Law is mutual
trust. And it is in this context,
dare | say, nna; a direct and
open dealing with other nations

on the most pressing problem of

our time can bring us enduring
cooperation and an effective
community of purpose among
the nations of the earth. Once
the course of national conven-
tion and action is set in this di-
rection by the example of the
major powers of the world, dif-

ferences among the nations will
be resolved to their mutual
satisfaction and the way to-
wards true fraternity of nations
will be open.

However, a legal question, as
distinguished from a political
one, has standards or guides to
be employed and applied —
precepts that have evolved as
part of the general body-of -
tefnational law or that' have
been expressed in a treaty or
convention. Moreover, a Rule of
Law presupposes that the
judges will represent a cross-
section of the world community.
No group — ideological, rel)"-
gions or racial — should be
made ineligible. If it were, then
the power structure that
presently threatens to tear the
world apart would continue to
operate under the guise of law.

- than a Rule of Force

All nations have traditions of
laws. Advocates and the jurists
who are trained in the various
systems are not usually venal.
But the world does not yét have
the same legal tyadition at the
level of international tribunals
as we have at home. The Inter-
national Court of Justice has
an admirable record. The temp-
tation is always great to ma-
nipulate an institution for one
end or lpurpﬂst. The Rule of
Law defeats such a move —
[rom whatever F[uaj“te: it may
be. Examples of Vietnam. Ko-
rea, Afghanistan, Namibia,
Bangladesh, Kosovo and of late,
East Timor lend credence to the
fact that Regimes of Force do
not bring about the necessary
solutions but rather the
Regimes of Law.

Military intervention in these
countries have failed to achieve
any objectives. [t has not been

ible to institutionalise mili-
tary rule in any of the nations
where it clamped down for the
simple reason that it does not
have the sanction of the Rule of
Law and as such, of the people.

It is true that UN is not
completely free from
pitfalls — the important
one being the imposition
of the wills of
superpowers, most of
the times disregarding
the viewpoints of the
developing nations.
Still, UN is the last
hope for the suffering
humanity.

It is true that the independence
of many countries has been
bn:ﬁht about by wars of na-
ti liberation. But the cost in
terms of lives and properties
lost has been so colossal that
any man nowadays will prefer
dialogues. between the con-
cerned parties, to war as a
means of achieving the inde-
pendence. The price paid for
any war of liberation is so high
as lo discourage war and en-
courage peaceful means for the
attainment of any nation's in-
dependence,

This. however, calls for the
avoidance of belligerent atti-
tudes and instead adoption of
legal norms by the parties in-
volved as a means to resolve the
international crisis. Had the
parties concerned been dedi-
cated to a Rule of Law rather
1an a is-.
sues like Berlin, Suez Canal,

Kashmir, Panama Canal eres,

conld have gone to the Miterna-
tional Court of Justice, or some
other body for settlement. Con-
sensus is an essential ingredi-
ent of a Rule of Law.

A consensus is implicit in
every legal system. It is simply
the choiee of law as against the
choice of force. In this atomic
age, the people of the world can

ord no more delay in finding
formulae for submitting dis-
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‘sustainable

putes between nations to some
court, committee, conference or
arbiter for decision. For exam-
ple. reference of the Vietnam
crisis to the Geneva Conference,
held in 1954, would have been
quite in tune with the Rule of
Law because Geneva Confer-
ence contained all of the ingre-
dients of a procedure pursuant
to it. There were also other
ways of settling the Vietnam
controversy pursuant to a Rule
of Law.

Turning to the Security
Council or to the General As-
sembly was another alternative.
Articles 33, 37, 39 and 52 of UN
charter harp on the same tune
so far as the settlement of dis-
putes among the nations is
concerned. Stipulations of these
articles may be summed up as
seeking solution to any dispute
by negotiation, inquiry, media-
tion, conciliation, arbitration,
judicial settlement, resort to
regional agencies or arrange-
ments, reference to the Security
Council or other peaceful
means adopted by the nations
concerned.

It is true that UN is not
completely free from the pitfalls
— the important one being the
imposition of the wills of super
powers in disregard to the
viewpoints of the loping na-
tions. Still, UN is the last hope
for the suffering humanity. It is
a mechanism through which
the member-states agree to act
together. In the tall glass house
of the UN, members of the UN
family come 1ogether and con-

front and articulate the world's
Emhlems and possibilities as

as never been done before. We
now live in an era of change
and realignment. The world is
rushing into greater integration,
driven mostly by market con-
sideration and economic com-
Fu!ﬁinn. The digital division
Information Technology) of the
world between the North and
the South, its adverse impact
on poor rather than on rich na-
tions, human security, illiter-
acy, unskilled human re-
sources, population control,
empowerment of women, com-
municable diseases, drug traf-
ficking and drug-related prob-
lems, migration of the people,
development,
scarcity of fresh water and nat-
ural disasters are the main
global issues which need to be
addressed seriously in the next
century for the survival of the
mankind in a peaceful atmo-
sphere.

The agency most suited to do
so is the UN which can synthe-
sise the divergent views on
these issues and offer packages
of work plans form implemen-
tation by the member-states
with the cherished goal of mak-
ing this planet at livable one.
And this planet will become a
livable one, Only under such a
situation the people and agen-
cies, government, non-govern-
ment and UN, can work seri-
ously and sincerely to create a
tension-free, hunger-free,
poverty-free. illiteracy-free and
disease-free world.

The writer is a former secré-
tary to the Government of

Bangladesh.

saw him, it was in Aupgust

1972 in the Bangshaal Ahle
Hadis Mosque. | was spendin
the first '3 days’' of my life wit
a jamaat from Aligarh
University. A fair, handsome-
lt::u::.-kln%I man with graying
hairs, full bearded, dressed in
white, with clear blue eyes, his
anearance permeated an aura
ol confidence around him. He
was the kind of personality you
look a liking to immediately.
Then | met him again at
Kakrail Mosque and I learnt he
was a consulting engineer and
also one of the responsible
gersﬂns of the tabligh work in

angladesh.

Since then it has been a very
close association, with so many
memories, events, happenings,
incidents. | benefited tremen-
dously from his wise counsel
both in mundane and spiritual
matters. Haji Saheb or Shiekh
Abdul Moquith, as many in the
Arab world knew him, soon
came to be my friend, guide and
mentor.

He hailed from a sleepy vil-
lage, Shobornopur of 24
Parganah, West Bengal. Scion
of an illustrious family, his fa-
ther was an engineer in
Calcutta, he was the nephew of
the famous Dr T Ahmed,
founder of the Islamia Eye
Hospital, his elder brothers
were the late Justice Abdullah
and Prof Abdul Mohsin Ahmed,
the founder Principal of
Rajshahi Engineering CGII%EE.

Iremember the first time |

I last saw him on the night of
the 3rd October 1999, he shook
his head and said with a smile,
"Wasif you are putting on too
much weight. watch it”". We had
a 27 years relationship. Alha
Abdul Moquith Ahmed, at 8
was still the same dominating

rsonality. Mellowed with age

e needed help to walk around,
yet he was in perfect control of
situations, giving orders here,
counseling there, conferring
with his shura, looking after
the guests, planning routes for
Jamaats that endlessly criss-
cross the country. he definitely
did not look 83 and positivel
acted much younger. The spar
was still there in his eyes, his
mental faculties were function-
ing with amazing precision, no
one could tell that the was re-
covering from a cardiac com-
plication a month ago. He was
making preparations to go to
Chittagong on a tabligh jour-
ney, little did anyone of us
know it would be his last,

This was the way he always
wanted to igu. travelling in the

ath of Allah, making efforts
or the deen of Islam, holdin
the banner of Kalima aloft, an
inviting all to the Hayat E
Taiyaba (the good life) as shown
E},’ the Holy Prophet Hazrat
uhammad Sallallaho Alaihe
Wa Sallam. He was a silent sol-
dier of Islam, unknown and un-
sung by the vast multitude of
humanity. Yet he had an ab-
sorbing love for all mankind,
often we would find him en-
ssed in deep thought. — how
to save the people from the fires
of Hell and how to take them to
Jannat. How people will get hi-
dayat (guidance). This was the
think and the concern of all
the Ambiyas (Prophets) alaihi
salaam. For this he traveled far

and wide, USA., Canada,
England, Japan, parts of
Europe, South Africa, to 11

‘countries all over the East
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A Dayee (Inviter to Allah)

African Coast, Australia, Fiji,
Philippines, Thailand,
Malaysia, Indonesia., Hong
Kong, and a multitude of visits
to India and Pakistan, not to
mention innumerable trips to
different parts of Bangladesh. 1
had the rare honour of accom-
panying him on many of his
trips. -

I still remember the first Haf
we made together in 1979. We
were returning from the USA
with a ladies jamaat. My wife
and [ learnt so much from him
and his wife, who was a gradu-
ate. of Lorretto College of
Calcutta. She was e?ually
committed to the cause of deen
and had contributed much with
her husband in initiating and
establishing the work of tabligh
amongst ladies. not only in
Bangladesh but also in coun-
tries like Thailand, England,
Malaysia and USA. Haji Saheb
once told me, 'half of what [ am
is due to your 'khalaamma’
(aunt).’ He had also said many
times "I will either die in the lap

by Wasif Islam

which is the Centre of Tabligh
in England, the Yala Mosque in
Thailand, he also advised in the
building of the mosques ir.
Marawi City, Philippine,
Bangalore, expansion of
B aywali Masjid, Delhi (the
Centre of world tabligh activi -
ties) etc. etc. He was still run-

ning his consulting busine ss
till the end.

He was a | husband 7ind
a doting father. He raised six

sons and two daughters, all
deeply religious and involved in
the mission they have :seen
their father and mother so pas-
sionately involved in. Tvro of
his sons Maolana Abdul Barr
and Maolana Abdul Hasib ac-
companied him in his last trip
to Chittagong where he
breathed his last holding the
hands of Maolana Abdu'i Barr.

Apparently he had a mas-
sive Ml early in the morning of
7th October while at the Tab
Markaz at Love Lane,
Chittagong and mucli against

Tahseen saw the: pulse rate in
the monitor dropi from 80 to 50
to 20 to 0. The monitor was also
showing a straight line. The
valiant soldier of Islam who
had made untiring efforts in his
life, had fought his last battle
and perhaps just then the an-

E_els of men:?" were carrying his
ant soul to his Creator.

a{l Sahi:b’s personality al-
ways left ar. indelible mark on
any one who had met him. He
had an affable nature, a spon-
taneity of character, with an
engaging simile. He always of-
fered salaam first to young and
old alike. if anyone fell sick he
would go to visit him, if anyone
died he would send his family
members with food, if any one
asked for financial assistance
he would never refuse. He was
always glvinﬁ hadiyas (gifts) to
foreigners who came for tabligh
work to Kakrail mosque. He
was very fast in repaying loans.
He was always upright and
siraight forward in his deal-
ings, he abhorred bribes, inter-
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of my wife (as Rasullullah had
dune{ or | will die in the path of
Allah." She passed away in
1997, so Allah in His infinite
wisdom chose for him the latter
course.

He was a very fine engineer
from the famous Shibpur
College of Engineering. The late
Mr Rafiqul Haque of Sandwip,
who was my first boss and a
civil engineer himself used to
say "Haji Abdul Moquith is the
best structural engineer in the
sub-continent.” We are still us-
ing the bridges he designed all
over the country when he was
serving the government. The
20-storied secretariat building
was designed by him, so were
innumerable mosques all over
the country, for which he never
took payments. The beautiful
domed mosque inside New
Market, the impressive Turkish
style minaret at Lalbagh
madrasah, the famous Kakrail
Mosque with ils unique archi-
tecture are all standing tribute
to his successful professional
achievements. Abroad, he de-
signed the Dewsburry Mosque

EAST TIMOR CRISIS

On Defensibility of Howard Doctrine

VER since the occupation
of East Timor by
Indonesia (1975) the East
Timorese could never accept the
Indonesian rule. As such the
East Timorese used to receive
harsh treatment from
Jakarta's military regime of
Gen Suharto. This highly cor-

rupt and inefficient regime °

could never recognise the im-
portance of democratic rights of
the people. Not to speak of the
East Timorese, even the In-
donesians in general were so
terrified about the regime that
they never dared to discuss or
criticise their government’s ac-
tions or policies publicly even
abroad. us Indonesians re-
mained subjects, could never
become citizens, of Indonesia in
true sense. Its armed forces
never learnt what is democratic
right of the people. Indonesia is
passing through a great eco-
nomic crisis. Though signs of
recovery may be apparent the
progress is slower as com

to other ASEAN nations. Eco-
nomic distress led to the fall of
Suharto regime and the instal-
lation of B J Habibie as its Pres-
ident.

President Habibie appeared
1o be more realistic and demo-
cratic than any of the past pres-
idents of Indonesia. His lon
and close association wit
Suharto enabled him to assess
the political situation of In-
donesia more accurately than
other cronies of Suharto. Thus
we saw the possibility of gain-
ing democratic rights by the In-
donesians for the first time. He
rightly understood that East
Timor was not an asset for In-
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donesia. In the present circum-
stances Indonesia can hardl

survive without strong IMl!:
support and sympathy from the
western world, particularly
USA. Thus assumption of a lia-
bility like East Timor was cer-
tainly not wise or practicable.

With the departure of the
Portuguese the guerillas
(Felintil) declared independence
as the democratic republic of
Timor. They approached Aus-
tralia to desist Indonesia from
annexing East Timor. Due to
close Indonesia-USA relation-
ship Australia could not take
any appropriate step to stop In-
donesia from annexing East
Timor. However, Australia re-
mained always sympathetic to
the suffering of the East Timo-
rese in the hands of the mili-
tary regime of Suharto despite
Australian recognition of an-
nexation of East Timor by In-
donesia in 1976.

The military government of
Indonesia spared no pains to
crush the spirit of independence
of the East Timorese. The Felin-
lil. however. never gave up and
continued their struggle for
freedom for long twenty-four

ears. Of course East Timorese

ad to pay heavily for this.
About 25 per cent of their popu-
lation (0.8 million) was wiped
out. The courage and conviction
of President Habibie made it
possible for the East Timorese
to express their desire to live by
rejecting the offer for broad au-
tonomy and special status than
as a nation. The past Indone-
sian President tried hard to
convince his people to accept
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that resolving the crisis of East
Timor was crucial to Indonesia
in restoring good relations with
the international community
and its neighbour Australia,
which had been sharply critical
of Jakarta's handling of the
crisis.

It appears that it may take
some time to set up civil admin-
istration to be run by the East
Timorese. East Timorese leader
Xanana Gusmao, released by
Jakarta after seven years in
jail, ruled out setting up of a

overnment in exile. Instead he

esired to work in the frame-
work of the UN to set up an ad-
ministration during the phase
that would lead up to indepen-
dence. Meanwhile, Indonesians
have elected new President Ab-
durrahman Wahid and the new
administration is reportedly in
favour of independence of East
Timor. Gusmao is supposed to
start framing the administra-
tion of East Timor as he has re-
turned to Dili.

Honouring the vote was not
easy. Indonesia agreed to accept
an international peace keepin
force only under internationa
pressure (particularly tremen-
dous pressure from US). The
UNSC authorised a multina-
tional force (up to 7000) to re-
store order in East Timor. Aus-
tralia took the lead both in ar-
guing and preparing for a UN-
sponsored intervention force.
Britain, France and New Zea-
land to send some force.
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Fiji, South
Korea. Bangladesh, Canada,
France, and Argentina also

offered to send force. President
Clinton Ilgledged a limited
resence of hundred of troops to
andle air lifts, transport, lo-

gistics, communications and
intelligence.

USA is constantly monitor-
ing the developments toward
restoration of peace and setting
up of civil government in Dili.
It is now fully supporting the
Australian effort to rehabili-
tate the displaced and terrified
East Timorese in a hostile envi-
ronment. Initially Australia
expected some cooperation!
from the Indonesian military
in the matter. Instead, they had
to face a hostile attitude, par-
ticularly from the Indonesian
army-backed pro-Indonesia
militias, Even if open con-
frontation between Australian
troops and the Indonesian mili-

is ruled out small clashes
between the Australian forces
and the pro-Indonesia militias
may occur any time particu-
larly near the border of East-
West Timor.

Surprisingly, some political
analysts in Western Europe did
not appreciate the Australian
initiative to achieve indepen-
dence by the East Timorese.
They apprehended such move
would not be favoured by the
Asian countries. This is abso-
lutely wrong. It is felt that such
api:vrehensinn be cleared if the
following points are consid-
ered:

* East Timor crisis is more a
humanitarian issue than a po-
litical issue;

* Indonesia annexed East
Timor forcibly and UN never

By Hanna-Barbera

recognised the Indonesian an-
nexation; '

* More than 75 per cent of the
East Timorese expressed their
wish for independence;

* The UNSC unanimously
authorised a multinational
force to restore order in East
Timor;

* Australian initiative was
supported by the ASEAN and
other countries such as Bang-
ladesh, Fiji, Pakistan:

* As a rich ard developed
country of the region only Aus-
tralia has the capability to
handle such a stupendous and

expensive operation in the.

shortest possible time;

* It is time that Australia
plays its proper role in the re-
gion. She is not supposed to live
in isolation in these present
days of globalisation;

* Australia has a reputation
as a Feaca-lmri nation;

* It is Australia which cried

with the East Timorese, shared
their anguish and felt their de-
spair. us Australia has the
moral right to take initiative in
restoring peace in East Timor.
* Australia is only interested
in developing good relationship
with her Asian neighbours. No
longer she looks much toward
Europe. In fact Australian move
is encouraging for the smaller
Asian nations.

All the democratic nations
of the region. particularly the
ASEAN countries may have to
play a greater role in attaining
peace for the East Timorese now
and in future.

 The writer is a retired Joint
Secretary.

his will he wai taken to the
Chittagong Hosjoital. The whole
day he hung preicariously on to
life, never missing even one
salat. Whenever he would come
out of the effects of morphine he
would be his usuial , making
4 about the work. One of the
ast things he sald was to make
all out efforts to spread good
deeds. He woke tefore fajr and
was waiting for the time of fajr
to start. His son advised him to
only make fard but he said "I
can still make surninahs, so he
made his sunnct and fard

saglaat then h
in hi_s%sf.

jetiann

‘at 7:15 am and was feell
restless. Maolana Abdul Barr
was beside him, the doctor was
called by Dr Nafees. Tahseen,
who was in his khidmat and
Maolana Abdul Barr started to
make talgeen of the Kalima
(reciting kalima out loud). He
held both of them with his two
hands and squeezed as if mak-
ing a final effort to get out of the
grip of the Angel of death.

T present we are passing

through the typical phase

of an imitative society in
a developing country. Japan in
1965 was passing through a
similar phase, as | found out
during my stay in Tokyo for a
few months. They were using
well-known foreign brands of
products. While they carried
Zeiss camera and Parker foun-
tain pen, I bought a Japanese re-
flex camera; and they were ask-
ing me how [ liked the Japanese
product. During the next decade
quality Japanese goods flooded
the international markets:
their industries having recov-
ered from the after-effects of
World War II.

The consumers of rich
Malaysia would not touch local
products during the 1980s; even
their car tyres had to be im-
ported — made of Malaysian
rubber! Developing countries
have the materialistic mania,
distorting the plain philosophy
of life. It is not that simple to be
original and different every
decade in a civilization thou-
sands of years old. There are
many new shops in Dhaka
which do not sell deshi (local)
products (visit any posh shop-
ping centre); and many nouveau
rich who prefer exotic foreign
food which has the true taste in
name only, and the palate can-
not detect it. In India, the liber-
ated new generation prefer the
American style of life compared
to the English (the Coke and
jeans culture).

Coming back to Dhaka, the

| other evening | witnessed the

est etc. He had an uncanny
knack for remembering names
and faces and places. He was
kind and gentle of Heart. Many
limes I noticed him to be visibly
moved if he would hear about
the distress of others. Above all
he wanted to make this a better
world for all of us to live in.
Free from strife and corruption,
free from hypocrisy and hate, a
saner, purer, more humane so-
ciety the foundations of which
had been laid by the Holy
Prophet Hazrat uhammad
Sallallaho Alaithe Wa Sallam.

To mwy mind Haji Saheb was
an.-embgdlmeﬂf the hadis:
the - het Sallallanho Alaihe
W&t B
should we associate with? He
replied, the person, when you
see him you are reminded of
Allah, when he acts you are re-
minded of the hereaflter and

when he speaks your knowledge
is increased.

With his burning desire to
better the best, he was instru-
mental and did pioneering
work to make the annual Tongi

lum) wasd! fasked whe @ "

literna what it is today, and put

angladesh on the map of in-
ternational Islamic activities.
Not only would he desire utmost
sacrifices of time. money and
energy from his associates and
friends but would also set per-
sonal examples of sacril{:::ces
himself. He had a resolute will
and was an out and out perfec-
tionist. He was a stickler for de-
tails. even the minutest things
would not escape his attention.
Just to remind us that he too
was human, Allah had given
him a quick temper. when an-
gered his lips would quiver and
many a stalwarts could not
stand grounds in front of him.
The day he died his gatekeeper
wias weeping, saying sometime
back. Huzoor had come home
and he found the front gate open
and 1 was not around. When 1
came he hit me on the back with
his stick. A few days later
Huzoor was stufling a 100 taka
bill in my hands and was say-
ing "l hit you the other day,
have vou forgiven me?"

He was an avid student of
Islam, taking notes of all lec-
lures given by the elders and
scholars. He would attend all
Lhe collective programmes in
ljtemas. in spite ol his old age
and illness. He was particular
and assiduous regarding adher-
ing to each and every sunnah,
he was still memorising doas
for different occasions. After
tahajjud prayers he would be
seen stooped in studying the
tafsir of the Holy Quran. His
lifestyle was spartan and sim-

le: his bed was a hard chowkt,
1e wore coarse white clothes, a
lungi with kurta or chadar. He
would feed his family simple
and frugal meals but would fix
up a dasterkhwan fit for kings
when he would invite guests.

He was a source ol inspira-
tion for all of us, young and old,
specially for the tabligh work-
ers all over the world. He made
special contributions towards
involving the newly converted
alro-American Muslims in the

work of tabligh. He understood
them very well and always ad-
vised me to look after their re-
uirements when they came to
angladesh. Always a dayee,
many people all over the world
accepted Islam in his hands.

[ have no words to describe
the sense of loss al his sudden
demise. The only satisfaction is
that he died as a shaheed. in the
path of Allah on a Friday. He
was washed at the Love Lane
Masjid in Chittagong and
shrouded with his old lungi and
chadars as was his desire. His
body was brought to his house
first at Topkhana. There | had
the nppnrtunilﬁ to put perfume
on him and to kiss his forehead.
His face looked very peaceful.
His fanaza. amidst sobs and
suppressed weeping, was held at
the Tongi [jtema fields after
Isha salaat, attended by all the
old workers of the country, as
there was jor (Batheriag)e and i
also by elders, of Riwandgand
Nizamuddin who had compg for
theé jor. He was buried the.ame
evening at Azimpur as per his
wish in the common graveyard
Lust beside his wife who had

efriended him for over 50
years. Today, the whole world
mourns him, telephone calls,
letters, faxes and emails poured
in from all over reminding us
that our dear Haji Saheb is no
longer with us. Inna Lillahe Wa
Inna Illathe Raajeoon.

The Imitative Sdciety .

by A Husnain

lynching of a young man trying
to rob a passing lady, who was
caught (out of a gang of three)
when his escaping autorick-
shaw overturned. He was beaten
senseless and then taken to the
nearby Mohammadpur thana
by the police. Several such cases
take place daily in all the big
towns in the country.

The culture of anarchy took
roots during the combined po-
litical street movement to oust
the autocratic regime in 1990.
This syndrome of street agita-
tion and lawlessness has con-
tinued till today, and infil-
trated into the other layers of
the society. The technique is be-
ing imitated and applied
blindly even where it should
not be applied.

This culture of aggressive
dissent (affecting the innocent
not connected with the move-
ment) was reinforced by the op-
position hartals (180 of them])
during the mid-'90s; and the
current opposition is following
the same patiern today. The

CBAs and other labour and ser-
vice bodies are resorting to road
blockades on the slightest
grievance, threatening with
greater movement' ultima-
tums. Even the 'authority’ is im-
itating the road-block tech-
nique!

Some groups show the way,
and later become the victim of
their own violent tool. Violence
always returns, like a
boomerang; as the Bosnia
reprisal is now seen in Kosovo,
with the disintegration of the

truncated former Yugoslavia
operating from Belgrade.

The pattern we see all over
the world is anarchy. indisci-
pline, violence, terrorism, po-
litical instability and up-
heavals. religious and commu-
nal conflicts. Many of these dis-
torted patterns are reflected in
the Bangladeshi and the neigh-
bouring societies in the South
Asian region.

The politicians have a major
responsibility for such break-
downs in societies, as they
wield unmatched power and in-
fluence in the developing soci-
eties. Their initial initiative to
start the show was successful,
but the later attempts to con-
tain violence, indiscipline and
lawlessness are proving to be
too elusive. Hartal is an imita-
tive culture. It is also a sign that
the communication gap be-
tween the dissenting groups has
increased, and the impaosition
of hartals is one way of sending
a comrmnunication, to force the
message to get through with the
proper impact. There is over-
sensitivity, under-sensitivity,
and it is a language problem.
The other party has to be told in
the language it understands, the
normal and standard signs and
efforts having failed. There is a
backlash in enforced and coer-
cive hartals. and it may be fatal
in frequent doses, and may act
in the opposite way. There is
another negative aspect. those
who are not involved or inter-
ested are also roped in, under
various threats. which are to-
tally undemocratic.

Jﬁméﬁ .Bnnd
3T IAX FLEMING
DRAWNG BY HORAX

II'WIF | MIGHT

” WE'VE TRIED THAT,
INSPECTOR — BUT PHONE
NUMBERS WMERE ?

COULDN'T THESE
FIGURES AFTER
THE NAMES
BE PHONE
NUMBERS 2

‘CNRISTIANA'
MIGHT BE
CHRISTIAMIA ,
NORWAY — THE
OLD NAME FOR
0SL0...'VASSO’
MIGHMT BE VASSY
IN FRANCE .. AND
WE ALL KNOW :
Mﬂtll PARIS IS

=BUT IT DIDN'T
TAKE TEN MINUTES
TO ESTABLISH THAT
THESE NUMBERS ARENT] §
POSSIBLE FOR THE

TELEPHONE

EXCMANGES IN
THOSE THREE



