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Rivaldo out of MU’s reach

Sanz warns
UEFA again

L

MADRID, Oct 23: Real
Madrid's influential club presi-
dent Lorenzo Sanz has fired an-
other warning shot across the
bows of UEFA, insisting he and
his allies at Europe's top clubs
are still not happy with the
Champions' League pay-out. re-
ports Reuters.

Sanz. the secretary and de
facto leader of the G-14 group of
clubs, warned European foot-
ball's governing body it is fac-
ing another row over the share-
out of the television rights for
the competition.

"UEFA are playing around
with us.,” Sanz was quoted as
saying in Spanish sports daily
Marca on Friday. "And we're
not disposed to let them do it.

"We're not going to accept the
distribution of moneys as
they've been announced.

‘They offered us certain
thins and now the offer is not
even half the amount promised
at the start.

"We're not ready to let them
walk all over us.”

The G-14, which includes
clubs such as Manchester
United, Bayern Munich and In-
ter Milan, have been meeting
since November 1998 to discuss
matters such as TV revenue and
their players' availability for
international friendlies.

No details were released of
what was discussed at the last
meeting, which was held in
Madrid last Friday.

At the first meeting of the

closed group, it was decided to
accept UEFA's proposals for the
expanded Champions League,
which is currently in progress.

That decision effectively put
a stop to a rival plan, put for-
ward by Media Partners, for a
Europe-wide competition in-
volving the bi t clubs.

Real Madrid had been one of
several clubs to give a positive
response Lo the Media Partners

lan and there has been specu-
ation in the Spanish sports
press that the idea was raised
again at the last meeting in
adrid,

The full list of G-14 members
is: AC Milan, Bayern Munich,
Olympique Marseille, Porto,
Real Madrid, Ajax Amsterdam,
Borussia Dortmund, Barcelona,
Inter Milan, Juventus, Liver-

ol. Manchester United, Paris

t Germain and PSV Eind-
hoven.

Dispute over
Sydney tickets

SYDNEY, Oct 23: A new
Olympics row has broken out in
sports-mad Australia over reve-
lations that as few as one in 10
tickets to the best events of the
Sydney 2000 Games will be
available to the local public, re-
ports Reuters.

The Sydney Morning Herald
newspaper reported today that
only 10 per cent of tickets had
been allocated to ordinary Aus-

tralians:for the premier events

of the games. %

The daily described the allo-
cation a "morsel” and accused
the Sydney Organising Com-
mittee for the Olympic Games of
Secrecy.
The Herald said it had in-
voked Australia's anti-secrecy
laws and formally requested
the committee to release details
of tickets available to Aus-
tralians in every session of ev-
ery sport.

The Games are already
lagued by controversy over
igh-priced tickets being re-

served for the rich and privi-
leged while seats for ordinary
Australians sell out.

Olympics Minister Michael
Knight has been quoted as say-
ing that ordinary sports-goers
will be unhappy. O Fmpil:s or-
Eamﬁers are bracing for a public

acklash.

Most seats at the top events
will be filled by sponsors, me-
dia, international patrons,
VIPs, athletes. sports federa-
tions, International Olympic
Committee members and pre-
mium ticket buyers, according
to information given to com-
mittee members.

The organising committee
has said in the past that 52
cent of Olympic tickets would be
iaivailahle to the Australian pub-

¢

Committee chief Sandy
Hollway now says the 52 per
cent is not guaranteed cere-
mony by ceremony and sport by
P Sydn Olympics has been

y 'S ics has

dogged c13{119. yearph}r political
em assments.

Mid-year, organisers decided
to drop US and Japanese
marching bands which had
been hired for the o cer-
emony. That decision has been
partly reversed.

Earlier, the Games were
caught up in an International

Olympic Committee corruption
scandal.

COE approves

STRASBOURG, France, Oct
23: The Council of Europe (COE)
on Friday welcomed the cre-
3‘1;'{:; of an international anti-

ping agency to stamp out drug
taking in sport, n:purlps AFP.

A anti-doping working group
within the Council of Europe
have been examining the issue
since being invited by the
International Olympic
Committee (I0C) to participate
in the creation of the agency
earlier this year.

Following a meeting here on
Thursday and Friday the group
made a number of recommen-
dations including that the in-
dependence of the agency be en-
sured, in particular in relation
to the compiling a list of
banned substances and the ap-
pointment of testing laborato-
ries.

The group. which includes 33
European states as well as
Australia and Canada. also
proposed the inclusion of South
Africa in their executive com-
mittee.

European Union Sports
Ministries will further discuss
the setting up of the interna-
tional anlj-dupi.nf, agency dur-
Ing an informal meeting in
Finland from October 25-26.

L

MANCHESTER,
England, Oct 23:
European Cup
holders Manch-
ester United have
admitted they

wanted to sign Brazilian inter-
national ivaldo in the
summer but could not afford the
Barcelona star, reports AFP.

Chairman Martin Edwards

revealed in United's official

azine that. even as the rich-
est club in the world, United
could not fund the deal.’

“There is no doubt at all, that
we would have loved to have
had the Brazilian here, but the
problemm was that Barcelona
don’'t want to sell him. If they
did what would the transfer fee
be? °

"They paid 18 million

unds (30 million dollars) for
im so0 they are going to want 20
million plus, and on top of that
his personal terms are at least
three times above what we pay
our top player at the moment.”

Edwards explained: "We have
certain constraints as a public
company
sponsibilities to the City and if
bringing in certain players
means absolutely destroying
our wages structure it becomes
difficult for us.

in that we have re-

RIVALDO

"We have spent 40 million
pounds on players in the last
two seasons and that is more
than we have made.”

The United supremo dis-
misses speculation United were
chasin% Juventus midfielder
Edgar Davids during the close
season saying: "As far as Edgar
Davids is concerned there was

never any truth in that at all, at
no time did Alex Ferguson ever
mention Edgar Davids to me.”

Edwards also said he hoped
Ireland midfielder Roy Keane
would stay at Old Trafford.

He said: "We did offer Roy
more than our highest paid

layer at the moment. All 1
ow is that he said he wanted
more time to think about it and
didn't want to commit himself
at the start of the season."

But Edwards revealed he has
doubts about whether Sir Alex
Ferguson would want to stay on
at the end of his contract in
three years time.

"As for Sir Alex, it's a diffi-
cult one because there are a
number of things to consider.

"If he is still there in the
background with all the success
he has had, is that going to be a
comifort or a hindrance to any
successor? Secondly, is that
something Sir Alex wants?

"It would be difficult for
him to be there without actually
feeling a need to be involved.

"He is a hands-on person and
[ think it would be difficult for
him to resist that - but we have
got three years to think about it
and he will have a view on it,
and we will have a view on it
nearer the time."

Schalke's Gerald Asamoah (R) tries to control the ball during the Bundesliga match against
Eintracht Frankfurt on October 22.

— AFP photo

DETROIT, Oct 23
(AP): Both sides
agreed it was a
rough and tumble
light. What they
! v coldnt, e
uFun- was where to put the
blame.

Flamboyant WBO feather-
weight champion Prince
Naseem Hamed said he would
win by knockout. Instead, he
used a series of body slams and
take downs worthy of the WWF
and won a unanimous decision
over WBC titleholder Cesar Soto
in their 12-round unification
bout Friday night.

"He's a paper champion,"
Soto said through an inter-
preter. "l know in my heart that
I'm the real champion because |
{:lame to fight. He came to wres-
tie.

I don't know if I was fighting
a fighter or Hulk Hogan," he
said, referring to the flashy
American wrestler.

Bob Arum, who runs Top
Rank Boxing and promotes
Soto, called it the worst fight
me had ever seen.

"It made me puke," Arum
said. "That wasn't boxing. That
was wrestling.”

Hamed said it was Soto. the
Mexican warrior who has never

Troussier’s
contract to
be extended

TOKYO, Oct23: Japan foot-
ball coach Philippe Troussier is
expected to be given a contract
extension after leading his
team to the brink of qualifica-
tion for the Olympics. reports
sald Thursday. reports AFP.

Troussier, who took control
of the Japan team following
last year's World Cup, is ex-
pecied to extend his tenure until
at least the Asian Cup in
October next year.

"We agreed that Troussier
will coach the team for the

Havelange Cup. because it also ,

strengthens the Olympic team,"
Japan Football Association
technical committee chief
Kuniya Daini was quoted by
sports dailies as saying.

The Havelange Cup will be
competed by under-21 teams in
January in Brazil and other
cities.

The French coach, who
guided South Africa to the
World Cup in France last year,
talked with football officials on
Wednesday after Japan all but

uaranteed their place in
ydney with a 3-1 victory over
Thailand on Sunday.

Japan top their group withh
six points from two consecutive
victories in the Group C final
qualifying round. Thailand and
Kazakhstan both have only one
point each from a defeat and a
draw.

Japan have matches against
Thailand and Kazakhstan next
month, but will qualify if the
two teams tussle ends in a draw
in Bangkok on October 30.

Troussier's current contract
expires in July next year and its
renewal depends on whether
Japan qualify for the Sydney
Olympies or not.

Both Troussier and football
officials declined to confirm
the extension of his contract.

been knocked out, who started
the rough stulfl.

"Bob Arum was watching a
totally different fight," Hamed
said.“"He just didn't want his

agen; 2 ¢uy o get beat.” '
Hameéd, an Englishman of °

Yemeni descent, was clearly the
[avourite of the crowd, an-
nounced at 12,500. There are an
estimated 250,000 to 300,000
people of Arab heritage in the
Detroit area and chants of
"Naseem, Naseem" echoed
around the arena as the fight
wore on.

The fight turned early in the
ninth round when the unbeaten
Hamed bloodied Soto's nose.
Hamed kept jabbing at it in
brief flurries the remainder of
the round and Soto appeared
hurt.

"l broke his nose," Hamed
said. "He took it well. There was
blood all over his face, but he
came back.”

Hamed, looking fresher,
kept jabbing and dancing away
in the 10th, but things deterio-
rated after that as both fighters
went back to clutch and grab
tactics, Hamed drew boos gum
the crowd for a takedown in the
11th round. The 12th was filled
with more hanging on and the
fight, fittingly, ended in a
clinch.

Hamed. heavily promoted by
HBO, which televised the fight,
is noted as a hard puncher. Yet
this. bout was mostly a
wrestling match.

With celebrities like retired
Detroit Lions running back
Barry Sanders, local fight fa-
vorite Thomas Hearns and
heavyweight Lennox Lewis
looking on, Hamed cut his en-
trance — which can last up to 10
minutes — to just four.

Still, it looked like he was
still playing for entertainment
alone as the fight started slowly
with few punches thrown in the

Hamed wrestles title

first round.

But Soto, who has never been
knocked out, got Hamed's at-
tention with-a solid left hook
early in the second round. fol-
lowed by three more good lefis-
before the round was over.

Hamed wused his catlike
quickness to dance out of Har-
m's way after that, to the cha-
grin of the crowd which had
been primed by an exciting fight
during which Mexican Erik
Morales won a 12-round deci-
sion over Irishman Wayne Mc-
Cullough in the preceding bout.

"Hamed is a very difficult
fighter," said Morales., who
stayed to watch the main
event." But he doesn't come to
fight. He doesn't want to get hit."

Referee Dale Grable took one

oint away from Hamed for

olding Soto in the fourth
round. In the fifth, Hamed
flipped Soto aver his shoulder
and down to the mat — judo
style — and lost another point
as a result.

I didn't want to body-slam
him, but I wanted to show him
that he couldn't get me down

- psychologically,” Hamed said.

Emanuel Steward, the
trainer for Hamed and founder
of Detroit's famed Kronk Gym,
rushed across the ring between
rounds and velled at Soto's
trainer that the Mexican was
fighting dirty, too.

"It was not a beautiful fight,”
Steward said. " But, a lot of"
fights are different.”

Soto was pushed to the mat
coming out of a clinch during
the eighth round, and lost a

oint later in the round for a
ead butt.

This was the 12th successiul
defence for Hamed (33-0), his
l14th in world championship
fights. It was the first attempt at
a title defense for Soto (53-8-2),
who took the crown from
Lu.isi}n Espinosa in May.

Prince Naseem Hamed of Britain holds both the WBO and
* WBC belts after defeating American Cesar Soto on

October 22.

— AFP photo

_from his country's

Sampras skips

Eurocard Open

STUTTGART. Germany, Oct
23: Pete Sampras has with-
drawn from next week's 2.45
million dollars Eurocard Open
because of a flu, organizers said
Friday, reports AP.

Sampras, a former No 1 who
is now No 3 in the world, has
not played since late August.

e missed the US Open be-
cause of a herniated disc in his
lower back.

Sampras became the second
start to withdraw from the
Stuttgart tournament. Patrick
Rafter dropped out because of a
shoulder injury, which requires
surgery.
All other Top 50 players
have signed for the indoor
tournament, one of the Super 9
events.

Schett sails
into last four

MOSCOW, Oct 23: Second
seed Barbara Schett of Austria
bounced back from a disastrous
first set to score a 1-6, 6-4, 6-3
win against unseeded Italian
Silvia Farina in the quarterfi-
nal action at the Kremlin Cup
on Friday, reports Reuters.

'l have never beaten her be-
fore but it was a big win today.
especially after losing the first
set 1-6," said Schett, who had
previously lost all three ma-
tches against the 25th ranked
Farina,

It looked like another easy
win for the 27-year-old Italian.
who took the opening set in just
28 minutes, until Schett began
to fight back.

"In the beginning of the sec-
ond set | got my rhythm back
and she had to fight for every

oint, It was a nice comeback
or me," said the 23-year-old
Austrian after reaching her
second Kremlin Cup semifinal.

Today, Schett, ranked num-
ber eight in the world, will take
on fifth seeded Belgian Do-
minique Van Roost, who elimi-
nated Julie Halard-Decugis of
France 6-1, 4-6, 6-1 after sur-
viving a major scare the day be-
fore.

Van Roost was just a game
away from losing her match to
15-year-old Russian Lina Kras-
norutskaya on Thursday but
kept her cool to win the next six
games for a 6-2, 2-6, 7-5 victory.

"It was a completely differ-
ent match for me today against
Julie," said a smiling Van
Roost. "I have lost to her our
last two matches, also lost the
last set 0-6, so this win is espe-
cially sweet for me."

In the other semifinal,
fourth seeded Nathalie Tauziat
of France, who knocked out
Germany's Anke Huber, will
meet unseeded American Lisa
Raymond., a 6-3, 7-5 winner
over Al Sugiyvama of Japan.

Tauziat, who is making her
Kremlin Cup debut this year,
said she had big reservations
against coming to Moscow after
her fiasco in the Russia-France
Fed Cup tie earlier this vear,

" "It was really tough for me to’

come here and to play on the
same court where [ lost all my
three matches and everyone
said that I helped Russia to
win," she said. "So [ had to
think twice before coming here
again.”

Chicago
Marathon
today

CHICAGO, Oct 23 (AP): Kha-
lid Khannouchi is the United
States’ best hope for an Olympic
medal in the marathon.

There's just one problem:
He's not an American eitizen

The Moroccan-born runner's
request for expedited citizen-
ship was rejected in June, leav-
ing on hold his hopes of run-
ning in the Sydney Olympics as
an ican.

"We're still working on it and
I'm always positive that I'll get
my citizenship," said
Khannouchi, the 1997 LaSalle
Banks Chicago Marathon
champion and a favourite to
win again Sunday. "Hopefully,
I'll. be able to run in the
Olympics as an American. |
warnt to give something back to
this country.”

Without Khannounchi
American prospects are dim.
Besides Khannounchi, the
favourites in Chicago on
Sunday are world record-
holder Ronaldo da Costa of
Brazil; defending champion
Ondoro Osoro of Kenya, and
South Africa's Hendrik
Ramaala, who is running his
first marathon.

The top American in the .
field. Todd Williams, has a per-
sonal best of 2:11:17, more than
five minutes behind da Costa's
world-record of 2:06:05.

The outlook isn't much bet-
ter among the women. [reland's
Catherina McKiernan, who has
won all three marathons she's
entered, has a personal best of
2:22:33; while Joyce
Chepchumba of Kenya won last
year s race in 2:23:57.

The top Americans in
Sunday's field, Kristy Johnson
and Libbie Hickman, have run
2:29:05 and 2:33:06, respec-
tively.

"It's always darkest before
the dawn,” Carey Pinkowski,
the Chicago Marathon's race di-
rector, said of the United States'
long-distance prospects. "It's got
to get better. So I'm not going to
%lw: up on it. We'll have another

rank Shorter or Alberto
Salazar.”

Right now, though, the best
hope is Khannouchi. He played
soccer as a boy, then took up
running when his father en-
couraged him to try an individ-
ual spot. After only a year of
formal training, he won the
Moroccan cross country cham-
pionship. He also won junior
titles at 5,000 and 10,000 me-

_tETE.

But Morocco had other elite
runners and Khannounchi
didn't get rt he wanted
fed-
eration. So in 1993, he moved to
}H%w York without money or a
ob.

. Tlye Berily Star 15

. s with former world No 1 tennis
_player Steffi Graf during a reception in Oviedo, Spain on October 22.

— AFP photo

NEW YORK, Oct
23: A worldwide
team of Internet
chess players Fri-
day resigned its
game against wor-
ld champion Garry Kasparov
alter a gripping, four-month
battle on a Microsoft website
that broke new ground in chess
theory, reports Reuters.

Kasparov. 36. considered by
many experts to be the best
player in the history of the an-
cient game, was about to pro-
mote his only remaining pawn
to a second queen in a techni-
cally complex endgame while
"The World" team ran out of op-
portunities to even force a draw.

The game. described by
Kasparov and Microsoft as an
experiment for chess playing on
the Internet, was closely fought
with a new move in chess theory
gla}red by "The World" in the

icilian Defence on its 10th
turn that surprised the cham-
pion.

Kasparov opened with the
white pieces on June 21 at a cer-
emony in New York and the
contest lasted longer than
many expected, ending on
Fﬂd?{y on the 62nd move.

"Kasparov Wins!" the
Microsoft website
www.zone.com/kasparov/hom
e.asp announced. "Despite a
valiant challenge from a re-
sourceful World Team, a supe-

pior position by Garry Kasparov, .

at move 62 forced resignation
by the opposition."

Microsoft gaming zone pro-
duction manager Eddie
Ranchigoda said more than 50

per cent ol the Internet voters
opted for resignation, which
under the rules conceded the
contest to the Russian,

The company said that over
the course of the game, the site
hosted more than 3 million
visitors from more than 75
countries,

Kasparov declined immedi-
ate comment on the outcome
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but he said by telephone from
Moscow that next week he
would discuss his analysis of
the game.

n the website on Thursday
when it was already clear that
he was heading for victory
against the Internet all-comers,

-Kasparov defeats "The World'-

he issued a statement through
ame commentator Danny
ing, a grandmaster from
England.

"At move 10, | congratulated
"The World” on a great opening
novelty, and to that [ would like
to add it was a phenomenal
middle game, a crazy human
endgame.” the statement said.
"And now we have a comput-
erised queen and pawn ending
of mathematical precision.

"Within our game we h:ve
covered all the elements of
modern chess. 1 thank "The
World for a great fight."

Kasparov also promised to
address a minor controversy of*
a week ago, when some fans on
the site angrily accused
Microsoft of mishandling a
crucial move suggested by one of
four strong teenagers advisin

the voters. The move 58...0C
was sent in late by Irina Krush
of the United States — the de
facto leader of the team which
was also assisted by grandmas-
ters — and the Internet audience
voted instead for 58...Qe4, con-
sidered weaker.

Kasparov told King, how-
ever, that according to his
analysis. even 58...Q15 would
have led to defeat for "The
World" team.

Entry to the site and to vote
every two days on a move was
free.

Both sides were-ahle to use
computers. Grandmasters from
the respected St Petersburg
School of chess joined the effort
by publishing in-depth analysis
on their website.

USOC

COLORADO SPRI-
NGS., Colorado.
w Oct 23 (AP):

Seeking to quell

criticism of its

anti-doping pro-
gramme, the US Olympic Co-
mmittee is expected to approve
an independent agency to
control everything ifrom test
samples to sanctions.

The new agency would take
domestic drug testing entirel
out of the USOC's hands an
remove the USOC and its gov-
erning bodies from the hearing
process.

The USOC board of directors,
meeting Saturday and Sunday,
will vote on whether to approve
funding of up to 24 million dol-
lars for four years for the new
agency, double the amount the
USOC now spends on drug, test-
ing,

"Hopefully, one of the
byproducts of this would be to
take up out of the glare of the
kind of criticism that we get,

to set up new
ant-drug agency

particularly from European
countries, that we do our own
drug testing, therefore we're the
fox guarding the henhouse.”
US0C spokesman Mike Moran
said. "This group would have a
board of directors and employ-
ees that would be chosen by it-
self."

The agency. which would
still use 10C-accredited labs in
Indianapolis and Los Angeles,
would be responsible for the
collection of test samples, han-
dling, processing, transporta-
tion, lab results, notification,
sanctions and the appeals pro-
cess.

If the new agency is ap-
ﬁrnved. a bid process will be

eld to select the company that
would run the agency.

The issue of independence is
similar to one faced by the
International Olympic
Committee, which wants to
have its World Anti-Doping
Agency operating by early next
year.

US drug adviser Barry
McCalfrey. who has criticised
the 10C's drug-testing efforts,
et Wednesday in Washington
with 10C vice president Dick
Pound at a Senate Commerce -
Committee hearing on drugs in
the Olympics.

This was the IOC's third ap-
Flearance of the year on Capitol

ill. 10C president Juan
Antonio Samaranch is to ap-
pear before a House committee
in December to discuss 10C re-

form. °
The sh st criticism of the
IOC at the hearing came from

Doriane Coleman, a Duke law
professor who helped set up out-
of-competition testing in the
United States in the 1980s. She
called WADA "a false start” be-
cause it lacks independence and
accountability.

WADA initially plans to
conduct 5,000 out-of-competi-
tion tests a year and defer test-
ing in some sports to existing
federations.
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