DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1999

ISLAMABAD, Oct 23 ; Pak-
istan's partial troop with-
drawal from its international
borders with India, started last
weekend as a goodwill gesture,
has entered its final phase,
military officials said today.
reports AFP.

Military ruler General Per-
vez Musharraf announced the
de-escalation on October 17,
five days after he took control
of Pakistan in a coup that
ousted Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif,

Musharraf said he hoped the
unilateral move, which did not
include the disputed Himalayan
region of Kashmir, would serve
as a "meaningful” confidence-
building measure between the
two nuclear-armed countries.

A "substantial” number of
additional troops, which were
deployed to the international
borders during the May-July
Kashmir conflict with India as

fears grew of an all-out war,

were returning, the officials
said. They did not give an exact

number.

The withdrawal has entered
a "last phase” which will be
completed soon, a military
spokesman told AFP,

India, uneasy over the coup
in Pakistan, has downplayed
Musharraf's gesture, saying it
would like to see an end to what
it calls cross-border terrorism
in Kashmir. Islamabad has al-
ways denied the charge.

Pakistan's new self-styled
chief executive has taken a
“very bold” step. commentator
Samiullah Qureshi said, urging

the Indian leadership to recip-

rocate.

Musharraf has shown that
Pakistan has no inclination
toward confrontation with In-
dia, said retired army general
Kamal Matiuddin.

A former diplomat, Sardar

Ahmed. said it was now India‘s

turn to show to the world it re-
ally wanted a turnaround in
bilateral ties.

Pakistan has expressed re-
gret over India’'s "negative” re-
. sponse to the troop pullout.
Musharraf has said Pakistan
and India need to "sincerely”
work towards resolving the
“core” issue of Kashmir. which
has triggered two of the three
wars [ought by
since 1947,

The military ruler said Pak-
istan and India could work to-
gether to put conflict behind
them and work for economic
development through uncondi-
tional talks.

He has, however, vowed con-
tinued moral, political and
diplomatic support to the

decade-old Muslim separatist

drive in Indian-controlled

the two countries

Kashmir, which Islamabad
terms a legitimate self-deter-
mination struggle.

India holds two-thirds and
Pakistan the remainder of
Kashmir, and both claim the
territory.

New Delhi put Indian forces
on alert, particularly in Kash-
mir, after the coup in Pakistan.
Official Indian statements,
avoiding an aggressive tone,
have limited their response to
"grave” concern.

Musharraf is seen in India as
the man behind the intrusion
last spring into Indian Kashmir
n]::-f hundreds of Islamic guerril-
as.

The troop pullback has been
welcomed by several countries.
The United States has described
it as "a good-faith gesture."
while voicing disappointment
that it was not extended to the
Kashmnir border.

Texas Governor and Repub-
lican US presidential hope-
. ful George W. Bush listens.
- to a patron as he serves cof-
" fee while on a campaign stop

in the Country Kitchen
Restaurant Friday in New-
port, New Hampshire.

— AFP photo

- Indian police plan
special squad to

nab corrupt cops

NEW DELHI, Oct 23 : Police in
the Indian capital are launch-
ing a special squad to track
down corrupt policemen follow-
ing a steep rise in the number of
bribery combplaints nst of-

. ficers. a report said today. re-

ports AFP.

The Indian Express dail
said New Delhi police head-
quarters had received a whop-
ping 29.000 complaints against
policemen last year alleging
corruption.

It said the police department
- was planning to have an "intel-
- ligence network programme to
exclusively look into cases of
corruption and misuse of power
by police officials.”

Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice R.P. Singh said the police
had a tough task on hand.

"It is difficult to implement
the clean-up drive as the num-
ber of corruption cases being
. reported is very high and the ex-

isting force is not equipped to
handle the burden. 'ﬂﬂs neces-
sitales a separate wing."
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Myanmar arrests 30 Thai

Myanmar has arrested 40 Thai

Russian jets bomb Grozny airport

US urges Moscow-Grozny
to hold talks

GROZNY, Oct 23 : Two Rus-
sian warplanes struck the air-
port in Grozny today just after
10:00 a.m. (12:00noon BST), an
AFP correspondent at the scene
reported.

It was not clear whether the
strikes had caused any casual-
ties.

Life picked back up in central
Grozny two days after air
strikes that claimed some 137
lives, according to the Chechen
presidency.

Markets and public services
were open for business, and
pedestrians once again filled
the streets after the strikes, the
bloodiest assault yet on the
breakaway republic since the
1994-1996 war.

Russian officials have
backed off any link to the car-

nage.
10 killed in Russian

raids in E Chechnya
About 10 people were killed
and another 15 wounded Satur-
day when Russian planes at-
tacked the Chechen town of Ser-
jen-Yurt, according to provi-
sional estimates released by the

B

Chechen presidency:.

The raid, which took place
shortly after 0900 GMT, also
caused considerable material
damage in the eastern town, the
presidency press office said,

The reports could not be in-
dependently confirmed.

The Chechen presidency
added that Russian troops based
in the neighbouring republic of
Dagestan had entered eastern
Chechnya and were heading to
Azamat-Yurt and the front
commanded by warlord Shamil
BBasayev.

US concerned about

peace prospects

in Chechnya

The United States called on
leaders in Russia and Chechnya
to “urgently” begin a political
dialogue amid rising concerns
about peace prospects for the

breakaway republic,
“The crisis in the North Cau-

casus has clearly worsened, es-
pecially with yesterday's shock-
ing violence in Grozny," the
Chechen capital, acting US S:c-
retary of State Strobe Talbott
said Friday.

"The increasing loss of civil-
ian life further jeopardizes the
security and stability of the 1e-
gion." Talbott said,

And increased violence in
Chechnya "has raised concern
in the United States and else-
where about prospects for a
peaceful settlement of the con-
flict,” he added.

Talbott also warned that
Moscow's struggle to develop
could be tainted by a backlash
against Russian citizens be-
cause of their ethnicity or reli-
gion.

The United States added it
was looking into "conflicting
reports” from Russia about a

bloody assault on civilians in
Grozny.
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gamblers, Thai officials said

Saturday. in a move likely to further strain ties between the

Southeast Asian nei
AFP reports from Bangkok.

ghbours after a hostage crisis here this month.

The men were believed to have crossed illegally into southern

Myanmar Friday

to gamble at a Koh Song casino, located just 100

meters (yards) from the border, said an official from the Thai-
Myanmar coordinating center in Thailand's Ranong province.

Mother commits suicide in US: 1

mother of a
Harris and

rl who was severely wounded at Columbine during
ebold shooting rampage which ended with 15 dead.

the

committed suicide Friday, AFF reports from Golden, Colorado.
Carla June Hochhalter entered an Englewood. Colorado,
pawnshop and asked to see a gun. While the clerk was busy
performing another task, Hochhalter, who had brought her own
ammunition. loaded the gun and shot herself in the head.

6 die in Mexico

leastl six inmates died and two were

riva)

rison ﬁﬂ%ht: ‘m

ured during a t between

angs in a flooded Mexican jail, where tensions have run

high lor weeks. police said on Friday. Reuters reports from Mexico

City.

Federal police officer Pedro Vasquez told Televisa Network
News that the violence erupted at the penitentiary in Villa-
hermosa. capital of Gulf state Tabasco, 480 miles (770 km)

southeast of Mexico City.

Richardson due in In_dia next week

Delhi urged to take lead
in test-ban battle

WASHINGTON, Oct 23: Fail-
ure of the United States to ratify
a global nuclear test ban treaty
gives India an opportunity to
take the lead on the pact, En-
ergy Secretary Bill Richardson
suggested Friday. reports AP.

chardson, who will visit
India next week. told reporters
that his trip will mainly deal
with energy issues but that he's
certain the subject of nuclear
proliferation will also come up.

Richardson said he was
taking to Indian Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpa a letter
from President %iﬁaClmmn
that he described as very posi-
tive,

Richardson is the first US
Cabinet member to visit India

since a new government was
formed on October 3 and Vaj-
payee was sworn in for the third
time as prime minister.

Clinton still intends to visit
India and the region. Richard-
son sald. He did not give a
limetable, just saying "in the

newg-car."
€ October 12 coup in

neighbouring Pakistan will

also likel be di
mchmﬂmny : scussed,

Part of Clinton's message
conveys hope for a return to
Pakistan of civilian democra
and encouragement for getting
the Indian-Pakistani peace

process back on track. Richard-
son indicated.
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_ > Pr nister Keizo Obuchi (L) shakes hands with South Korea
Hm} Jong-pil during a meeting in Cheju Island yesterday. Partnership will be the main
topic on the agenda as Japan and South Korea meet for talks to expand bilateral ties
between' their neighbours whose relationship has been haunted for years by bitter

-----------

Prime Minister

— AFP photo

Japan, ROK agree to step
up cooperation on DPRK

CHEJU ISLAND, South Ko-
rea, Oct 23 : Japan and South
Korea agreed today to step up
coordination with the United
States in their policy toward
Stalinist North Korea in wide
ran%ijg talks, reports AFP.

e ment came as cabi-
net ministers from the two
neighbouring countries got to-
gether in this southern resort
island for their annual meet-
ing. led by Japanese Prime Min-
ister Keizo Obuchi and South
Korea's premier Kim Jong-Pil.

"As to the stability in the
North East Asia, the two coun-
Lries agreed to slep up coordina-
tion between South Korea,

Japan and the United States

toward the North." a joint press
statement said.

They exchanged views on the
improvement ol ties between
Tokyo and Pyongyang and the
lifting of economic sanctions
imposed against the North
when it test-fired a long-range

missile over Japan last year.

North Korea officially de-
clared a moratorium on lurther
missile tests in return for the
United States' lifting of eco-
Nomic sanctinn§ under a land-
mark accord fin Berlin in
September.

On other fronts, the minis-
ters pledged to allow charter
llights, the first ever between
Seoul and Tokyo, when they co-
host the 2002 World Cup of
football.

They designated the year
2002 as "the Year for Exchange
between the Japanese and Ko-
rean People” and promised to
simplify visa appﬂcatinns to
boost academic and cultural ex-
changes.

The signing of an investment
agreement at an early date was
"nlso discussed, as was close co-
operation in multilateral bod-
ies including the World Trade
Organisation.

Charges against Rajiv in Bofors
scam politically motivated: Sonia

NEW DELHI, Oct 23 : India’s
opposition leader and widow of
slain premier Rajiv Gandhi has
said charges against her hus-
band in a Swedish arms deal
scandal were "politically moti-
vated,” reports said today, re-
ports AFP.

Sonia Gandhi said her

Congress Party would raise the
issue in parliament after "care-
fully studing the documents,"
The Hindu daily reported.
"Absolutely. The charges are
politically motivated,” Sonia
Gandhi told reporters late Fri-
day after a meeting of the par-
3: top decision-making body,
Congress Working Commit-
lee

The federal Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) has accused
Rajiv Gandhi of abu his of-
| ficial position and s the

visit of officials with Swedish
armament firm Bofors in 1987
to enquire into the case,

It was the first time after 13
years of investigations that Ra-
jiv Gandhi had been named in
the scandal. Rajiv Gandhi had
denied any wrongdoing.

The CBI said proceedings
against Rajiv Gandhi had to
drcpped because he was assas-
sinated in 199].

The CBI also filed charges
.against the Swedish company,
former Bofors chief Martin
Ardbo and [talian businessman
Ottavio Quattrocchi, a close
friend of the Gandhis'.

* A former top defence bureau-
crat, S.K. Bhatnagar, and expa-
triate Indian businessman Win
Chaddha were also charged

International

Pakistan's partial troop pullback
from India border in final phase

with cheating, forgery and
criminal conspiracy.

3 Indian soldiers
killed in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Oct 23 :
Suspected Muslim separatists
triggered a landmine blast in
Kashmir, killing three Indian
soldiers and injuring five, po-
lice said today, reports AFP,

A police spokesman said the
blast occurred Friday night in
the Anantnag district, 80 km
south of the Kashmir summer
capital Srinagar.

__In the neighbouring district
of Kupwara, four militants were
killed Friday in a gunbattle
with Indian troops.

"Automatic rifles, grenades,
wireless sets and ammunition
were recovered from the mili-
tants’ hideout," a defence
spokesman said,

Divided Kashmir is claimed
by both India and Pakistan and
has been the cause of two of the
three wars between them.

A separatist campaign r g
since 1989 in Kashmir has
claimed more than 25,000 lives.
India accuses Pakistan of train-
ing and arming the militants.
Islamabad denies the charge.

L
India to launch
L] L
5,000 kmm missile
L]
i 2001

WASHINGTON. Oct 23: India
is likely to launch a 5.000-KM
range missile, Surya, in mid-
2001, the Defence News Weekly
said. reports PTI.

Fifty million dollars had
already been spent on the de-
velopment of Surya and the
missile would be powered by a
Russian cryogenic engine which
uses liquid fuel cooled to a very
low temperature, the weekl
said quoting Defence Researc
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) scientists.

India is building its own
cryogenic Eﬂ%lﬂ but it will not
be ready by 2001.

India, said the weekly, had a
deal with Russia for cryogenic
engines through 2002. The [irst
engine was received in Decem-
ber 1998 for a large satellite
booster. One of the next cryo-

enic engine deliveries would be
or the Surya.

DRDO's missile plan also in-
cluded an upgradation of the
range ol India's existing short-
range Prithei missile from 150
kilomelers to 350 KM.

Colombia peace
talks on track as
Bogota makes

concessions

BOGOTA, Oct 23: After
months of delays and setbacks,
Colombian officials and rebel

leaders appear poised to [inally
resume peace talks, renewing
hopes for an end to more thin
three decades of civil war, re-
ports AFP,

Negotiations were set ‘to get
underway Sunday'in La Uribe,
one of five southern demili-
tarised municipalities, with
representatives from the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) and goveirn-
ment negotiators.

The 12,000-strong FARC, the
country's largest insurgency, is
seen as the chiefl instigator in
the civil war that is responsible
for 120,000 deaths and 2.000
kidnappings since 1964.

Special envoy Juan Gabr'el
Uribe will lead the government
leam in the negotiations, which
formally started in Januar
and produced breakthroug
agreements in May, but later
stalled.

Gunmen kill 3

policemen in
Pakistani town

MULTAN, Pakistan, Oct 23 :
Gunmen shot dead three po-
licemen overnight in a town in
the Pakistani province of Pun-
jab, police said today, reports
AFP.

The gunmen, riding a motor-
cﬁclc, opened fire at a police
checkpost in Lodhran, 80 km
south of here, they said.

Two policemen. including an
officer, died on the spot, a police
official said.

Punjab, the biggest Pakistani
province, has been rocked by
sectarian violence ' with fre-
quent hit-and-run attacks by
motorcyclists.

Swiss voters go
to polls today

GENEVA., Oct 23 : Swiss vot-
ers choose a new parliament
here tomorrow, with polls sug-
gesting that the ;:]:’larty of the
populist right, the People's
Party (SVP), could become the
country's second strongest for
the first time, reports AFP.

Some 4.6 million people are
eligible to choose the 200 new
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives elected largely
through pm[f:ortiunal represeri-
tation - and 40 (among 46) for
the Senate, where election is on
a majority basis.

Results from the latest opin-
ion poll published October 7 by
the public television and radio
company, gave the populist
party of industrialist Christoph
Blocher 20 per cent of the vote.

Final mass tfor
Nyerere’s burial

opens 1n Butiama

DAR ES SALAAM, Oct 23 : A
final mass for former Tanza-
nian president Julius Nyerere,
who died in a London hospital
last week, opened at a Roman
Catholic Church in the north-
west Tanzanian village of Bu-
tiama today, reports :

The casket ¢ Nyer-
ere's body arrived at Butiama's
Virgin Mary Church accompa-
nied by his widow Maria and
children, and other Tanzanian
and ﬁ:-rtlgn dignitaries, includ-
ing President Benjamin Mkapa
and Ugandan President Yoweri

| Musevenli.
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Illicit wealth worth billions of dollars

Pak military ruler sets up new
body to pursue corrupt leaders

ISLAMABAD. Oct 23: Pak-
1Istan s new military rulers have
created a body to pursue corrupt
politicians and recover illicit
wealth that could total billions
of dollars, said the independent
newspaper The News on Satur-
day, reports AP.

A general will
newly created body.

Advertisements also have

head this

been published in newspapers

urging Pakistanis, who have
not paid outstanding bank
loans, to pay up before Novem-
ber 14 or face criminal charges.
Unpaid bank loans are believed
to be about dirs 5 billion.
Pakistan's army chief Gen
Pervaiz Musharralf, who over-
threw Pakistan's civilian gov-
ernment on October 12 in a
bloodless coup, made pursuing
the corrupt a key promise of his
military government,
Deposed prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, who had become
increasingly unpopular despite

a lwo-thirds majority that
swept him to power in 1997, has
been in "protective custody”
since the coup while being in-
vesligated for corrupt practices,
saii army oflicials.
rmy spokesman Bri

Rashid Queﬁfshi earlier saitgl
Sharif is in good health and
was being well treated, although
no one has seen him since his
ouster,

The Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan and Amnesty
International have demanded
Sharil either be charged or re-
leased immediately. Pakistan's
human rights activists, who
were loud critics of Sharif's
ousted government, demanded
the ex-premier be given imme-
diate access to a lawyer and
lamily members. i

Sharif is being held along
with several ol his Cabinet
ministers, including the former
head of his accountability cell,
Saif-ur-Rehman. Sharif's

brother, Shahbaz, former chief
minister of Pakistan's largest
Punjab province also is in pro-
tective custody.

Quereshi said the men are in
custody while charges against
them are being investigated and
to protect them against public
protest demonstrations that
might erupt against their for-
mer regime.

However, Pakistan has been
peaceful since the coup that
ended this poor nation's 11-
year attempt at establishing
democratic rule. There have
been no demonstrations of
protest or support for Sharifs
government.

Small groups of people
danced in the street in southern
Karachi when the army took
OVeEr.

The members of Sharif's rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim League
sald Thursday that they would
not rally their workers to

demonstrate,

lml_ian Army anti-mine Casper armoured vehicles drive through downtown Guwahati, on
their way to anti-insurgency operations in this troubled north-eastern state Friday. The
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) has been waging a separatist campaign in Assam
for an independent homeland which has cost some 10,000 lives in the past two decades.

— AFP photo

Cabinet formation

New govt warned to exclude

Suharto-era po

|-+ .JAKARTA. Oct 23 : New Pres-

ident Abdurrahman Wahid and
Vice President Megawati
Sukarnoputri were warned lo-
day against naming cabinet
members tainted by the old
regime as Indonesians awaited
the release of the line-up. re-
ports AFP.

The lwo leaders were report-
edly facing constraints in form-
ing a cabinet, amid rumours
that figures [rom the former
ruling Golkar party may have
to be included in exchange for
backing the two leaders’ candi-
dacies.

The Jakarta Post said in an
editorial that whatever politi-
cal debts both leaders owe, "they
should stand firm in imposing
integrity and technical compe-
tence as the primary require-
ments for recruitment to the
cabinet."

bbb ) 1500 f Flay

It said the new government
‘possesses fundamental assets
which the previous one did not
have -- legitimacy. credibility
and no relationship to a legacy
ol corruplion and abuse of
power.”

The composition of the Cab-
inet was being worked out be-
hind the scenes as Wahid and
Megawati left Jakarta for
provincial trips. including
thanksgiving visits to their an-
cestors graves following their
victory in Indonesia's first
democratic elections for the top
two posts.

Golkar, the disunited but
still influential and well-fi-
nanced party of ousted strong-
e Suharto, fielded no presi-
dential or vice presidential
candidate after President B.J.
tHabibie dropped his troubled
candidacy.

Former Italian prime minister, Senator Giulio Andreotti
(C) answers questions as he leaves his home in Rome early
yvesterday as judges in Palermo were to deliver their
verdict in his trial for alleged collusion with the Mafia.
Most prominent post-war Italian politician, the 80-year-old
Roman Catholic and seven-times prime minister Andreotti,

became Senator-for-life in

1891,

Andreotti was later

acquitted on charges of colluding with the Mafia.

— AFP photo

liticians

But Golkar was believed to
have played a crucial role in
bringing about a political com-
promise that led to the election
of Wahid and Megawati. The
president was also said to be
considering the interests of re-
ligious and ethnic groups, apart
[rom mainstream political
lorces.

“The end result may be a cab-
inet that looks strange.”
Hasyim Wahid. a brother of the
president and a senior official
of Megawati's Indonesian
Democratic Party-Struggle. was
(quoted by the Post as saying.

But Amien Rais, the chair-
man of the now-powerful na-
tional assembly, said the presi-
dent had assured him that
“there will not be any more old
laces in the next Cabinet, it will
be completely brand new.”

Andreotti
acquitted

PALERMO, Sicily, Oct 23 : A
court in the Sicilian capital to-
day acquitted former Italian
prime minister Giulio An-
dreotti of charges of colluding
with the Malfia, reports AFP.

The verdict said Andreotti
was acquitted for lack of evi-
dence.

The ruling ended a four-year
trial and cleared Andreotti, 80,
of suspicions that he acted as a
front-man for organised crime
during his years at the helm of
seven [talian governments un-
til 1992.

_Andreotti, who attended the
opening of the trial in the Sicil-
ian capital on September 26,
1995, was in Rome early Satur-
day and did not attend the read-
ing of the verdict.

Speaking in the early morn-
ing hours to journalists waiting
outside his apartment not far
from the Saint Peter's basilica,
he said before the verdict was
known, " I am happy to live to
see this day but which | hoped
would come sooner.”

 Gusmao offers amnesty

to pro-Jakarta militias

DILI, East Timor, Oct 23 :
East Timor independence
leader Xanana Gusmao today
offered amnesty to pro-Jakarta
militias and urged his ple to
put the "dark page” of their his-
tory behind them, reports AFP.

Gusmao, who slipped back
into East timor on ursday
night for the first t me in seven
years, said he had -ft the terri-
tory "as a guerrilla fighter and
returned as a guerrilla fighter.”

East Timor was devastated
when the militiamen went on a
murderous rampage following
the August 30 vote for indepen-
dence, but Gusmao advised
against reflecting on the past.

"Once and for all we want to
forget the past, all weve been
through, and leave it behind as

a dark page in history,” he told
a press conference at the United
Nations headquarters in Dili.

“If you keep remembering the
past you are not able to go ahead
to the future.”

But while offering militia
members an amnesty, Gusmao
said it was subject to them con-
fessing their crimes and indi-
cated that it might need the ap-
proval of the people of East
Timor.

"The only condition for
them, the militia, to come back
is to accept with honesty that
they must confess their crimes
to the people,” he said.

Amnesties are often "a vague
and empty political act,” he
said, adding that "the people
have the right to give their

amnesty.”

Asked if he would set up a
South Africa-style truth com-
mission, he replied: "Maybe yes, -

maybe no."

Of his own future, Gusmao
deflected questions about
whether he would be the first
resident of an independent
ast Timor as widely specu-
lated.
"We'll have to wait and see,”
he said.

Gusmao arrived at the UN
Mission in East Timor com-
pound, where the press confer-
ence was held under tight secu-
rity, in an armoured personnel
carrier. He emerged flanked by
Interfet soldiers and Falintil
resistance commanders.



