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Coming with locations and addresses from tomorrow onwards

Aspects of City Scenario

A city s streets present a
kaleidoscopic scenario, the se-
gquences of which may be inter-
esting. funny, al;angt or

ignant. This is perhaps stat-
giﬂggﬂw obvious. for llfeI;i]tstlf is
a panorama of endless variety
of things.

A few scenes in the city's life
may be depicted which are often
taken for granted in our day-to-
day existence. [t is generally
thought that our people are fond
of political meetings and ral-
lies. This may seem obvious
from the large throngs of people
who assemble to hear speakers
at public meetings. There is an-
other aspect of this interest,
though on a much smaller
scale, There are some people in
the city who consider the price
of a newspaper somewhat high
for their lean purse. For such
avid, yet hard-up people keen to
read a newspaper, facilities ex-
ist, though at different spots in
the city in the form of newspa-
pers pasted on walls,

Thelr existence may be no-
ticed. among other points, at
the junction of New Elephant
Road and Mirpur Road, near
Science Laboratory, Jigatola
bus stand, the place near the
typists's shade on Topkhana

oad opposite the Press Club,
the corner where the erstwhile
Dainik Bangla office stood in
Motijheel. You will always find
a motley crowd of people in
front of such places,

Craning their necks over the
shoulders of their fellow-read-
ers, they try Lo satiate their
thirst for daily news. This pre-
sents a refreshing picture of a
section ol inquisilive readers,
who, though bereft of the means
lo buy a newspaper, are unflag-
ging in their puest for informa-
tion. This redeeming feature of
sotnie sort in the hectic rush of
urban lile needs further en-
couragement from newspaper
managements.

Another aspect of city sce-

nario’ lies in the existence of
many so-called community
certres in the city. There was a
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mai’ Faruk is now hiding in a
residential hoiel in Calcutta

DC (South]) Mazharul Hugq
said today a photograph of 'Ja
mal’ Faruk would be sent to the
Interpol for arresting him
abroad.

Shikdar has named another
bodyguard, Fand, who is one of
the ‘eyewitnesses Lo several
murders. Farid was arresied b
Khulna thana police last munlrl
lrom Railway Colony area. He
will be taken on remand for in-
lerrogation tomorrow, said the
DC (South)

Meanwhile, Shikdar has ap-
pealed police to oust Shanjida
Nahar Shova ([rom ’'Swar-
nakamol" without any further
delay

Terming Shova as his mis-
tress and not wife he also chal-
lenged her to produce document
in support of her marriage with
him

| will confess other murders
on condition that Shova is
turned out of my house once for
all.” police officials said quot-
Ing Ershad Shikdar during in-
terrogation on Thursday night.

Shova is one of the factors
behind my involvement in the
killings ol 'Teko' Aziz, Akimul
and Khalid Hossain. | killed
themn at her instigation," Ershad
told the interrogators.

Shova. on the other hand.
disbelieved this statement
which police quoted Shikdar as
Saying

‘Until and unless [ am al-
lowed to talk to him. nothing is
at all believable,' Shova told
police.

"She is a witch and | want to
get nd of her,” Shikdar said to

DC {Seuth) who is leading the 10
teams ol interrogators.

Police officials have taken
into serious consideration
Shikdar's pre-condition for
confessing to more murders.

“We shall meet Shova to ask
her to produce ‘Kabin Nama’
(registration) of her marriage
with Shikdar. If she reaﬁy
fails, then Shova won't be
spared from being out of police
custody as Shikdar has named
her as one of witnesses to three
murders, police said.

In another development, the
three-member probe committee
headed by Director NSI Masudul
Huq is expected to return to
Khulna on October 28 to verify
Shikdar's statements on
beneficiaries made during the
second round of investigation.

In the first round, from Oc-
tober 7 to 13, the probe
recorded statements of people
from various professions in-
cluding some government ser-
vants to identify beneficiaries
of Ershad Shikdar.

By A S M Nurunnabi

Lime when social functions like
weddings, birthday parties,
wedding anniversaries, akika,
etc. used to be held within the
four walls of one's house or in
pandals set up in close proxim-
itly to home, Where the number
ol guests is small. such func-
tions still continue indoors. But
such occasions are fewer now
and the invited guests are large
in numbers,

This has given rise to the
new phenomenon of hiring
community centres. The pre-
sent trend is to choose any of
the community centres dotting
the city as venues to hold im-
portant social functions. This

trend originated not many
years ago. Now the number of
community centres around the
city has proliferated on account
of the greater demand for such
social g}?thﬂnngs. In many
parts of the city most of the cen-
tres are owned by private indi-
viduals.

In some particular locali-
lies, Dhanmondi Residential
Area, for example, some well-
known centres draw business
throughout the month. The
peak season is, however, winter
and the dull time is the month
of Ramadan for obvious rea-
sons. The present trend is to fit
the halls of many of the com-
munity centres with air-condi-
tioners to attract customers in
summer. In a populated city
like Dhaka, there is always a
steady demand for such places,
so much so that it is necessary
to book your requirement weil
in advance particularly in re-
spect of the more popular high-
profile venues.

Such places can be booked
either for the day or for a night,
For functions in the night, the
charge is somewhat more be-
cause of illuminations. In gen-
eral, the basic rent for such

laces range from Tk. 7.000/- to
Il]'l-t 10,000/- for a day for the
AC-fitted ones. With this is
added the charge for hiring fur-
niture, crockery and cutlery,
service charge for cooks, bear-

Ershad Shikdar

(South) today.

The Police Commissioner
told this correspondent on
Thursday night that the senior
police officials selected by the
IGP have been asked to stay in
Khulna till October 27.
Chargesheets of three murder
cases will be submitted in the
avcgnd week of next month, he
said,

Meanwhile, police have col-
lected addresses of two out ot
five 'smugglers' of Jessore killed
allegedly by Ershad Shikdar
and his armed cadres in the ice
factory at Skid Ghat. Abdu)
Barek and Babu hailed from
Uthali under Jessore Sadar
Thana.

UNB adds: An accomplice of
top terror Ershad Sikdar was
arrested from Fariapatti of
Barisal town today.

ActinE on a tip-off, police
raided the area and arrested
Babul, one of the main accom-
plices of Sikdar and also an ab-
sconding convict, at about
noon,

Babul hails from Khalispur
in Khulna.

2 electrocuted
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Oct 22: Two
yourng men were electrocuted at
Gorer Math in Godagori thana
on Thursday night. police said,
reports UNB.

Sadekul, 28, and Lutfor
Rahman. 26, came in contact
with 33,000 kv electric live wire
when they allegedly went to
steal the wires. They died on the
spot.
An unnatural death case was
filed with the police.

Bomb squad
From page 1

DMP Commissioner AKM
Shamsuddin confirmed it when
asked. He told The Daily Star
that necessity of a separate
bomb squad was being felt as
police were facing such inci-
dents almost day in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
“Training on handling bombs
and explosives is now essential
for the force.”

Army explosive experts may
VE necessary training to po-
icemen, he said,

He mentioned recovery of
seven abandoned bombs from a
road island at Bijoynagar in the
city during Thursday's hartal
and some others from two
mosques and the Janakantha
office recently. Army explosive
experts removed detonated
those at the Mirpur Firing

“a‘um is always called first
to handle such incidents. Un-

. Shikdar will be questioned less they are p rly trained,

;gain dmhrﬂ:gj the ﬁﬂrgtﬁmenls they will not only risk their

€ an B y oOor-e- lives but also endanger others”,
Alam made earhc%?aaid the DC  he said. -
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ers and other attendants, etc. In
all, the total charge for hiring
such a well equipped place
rangce)g from Tk 15,000/- to Tk.
25,000/- a day for a function.

Most community centres in
the city are spacious enough to
accommodate up to 500 guests
or more and also offer parking
space.

There are also a good num-
ber of community centres estab-
lished in different wards of the
City Corporation. They are
limited in space with rather
poor facilities and circum-
scribed parking space. As the
rent for the City Corporation's
commuiily centres is more af-
fordable for many as compared
to the private ones, they are
mostly patronised by people of
moderate means in surround-
Ing areas.

There are also a number of
community centres near resi-
dential government colonies in
the city. The rent for these

laces is less than that charged
or private community centres
and also offers greater facili-
ties. Though these are mostly
patronised by residents of gov-
ernment colonies. outsiders
also make use of them because
of the favourable terms offered.

All in all. leasing of com-
munity centres in the private
sector for social functions
seemns to be a steady and lucra-
live business. Because of the
profitability of this business
perhaps. many entrepreneurs
are in favour of constructing
more such places in Dhaka in

reference to residential
ouses.

In fact, the whole process
has created new ethos in con-
nection with observance of var-
wous social functions. Perhaps
the Guest Control order of gov-
ernment does not apply in re-
spect of such community cen-
tres. The fixed number of guests
who can be entertained under
the law in other places, does not
seeni to be operative at such
community centres,

Four 'terrorists'
held 1in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 22: Police to-
day nabbed four alleged terror-
ists lrom Skid Ghat in connec-
tion with looting Tk 4 lakh
from Bagerhat branch ol Sonali
Bank recently.

The alleged terrorists have
been identifisd as Zaman
Mridha, 25, Lablu Mia, 28,
Mannan Fakir, 34, and Abdul
Hannan 28.

All of them hail from Math-
baria thana,

Police said they are mem-
bers of an inter-district gang of
bank robbers and cominitted
several robberies in different
parts of southern districts.

Barisal press
club ransacked

BARISAL, Oct 22: The local
press club was ransacked by the
armed terrorists tonight, re-
ports UNB.

Officials of the club said
Panama group of Jubo League
came in a procession at 9 pm
and attacked the press club and
damaged its furniture.

Earlier in the evening. a fac-
tion of Chhatra League attacked
the rival faction at Sadar road.
Witnesses said the attackers be-
longing to Khokon group
opened lire indiscriminately
and exploded bombs creating
panic in the area.

No casualty was reported in
the attack, but a dozen of shops
were ransacked by the terror-
ists.

The attack was a sequel to
Wednesday's gunfight between
the rival factions of BCL.

3 tribals held
with arms at
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, Oect 22:
Three-tribal youths were ar-
rested with arms from a bus
here today, reports UNB.,

Police searched the bus near
the Agriculture Research Insti-
tute and arrested three young
men with arms. Their names
were not disclosed.

Meanwhile, tribal groups for
and against the CH% accord
could not assemble for their
pProposed rallies as Section 144
was clamped down in the town
today. The group opposing the
accord, however, Eeld rallies
outside the town at Giriful and
Maichchhari in the afternoon.
The speakers at the rallies de-

manded autonomy for the Hill
Tracts.

Bofors case
| From page 1
widow Sonia of entering poli-
tics to block prosecutors. She is
now opposition leader in Par-
liament.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's government speeded
up the case. which was revived
in 1997 by another non-

Em_}%m government.
e Congress P said the

charges were the result of a “13#
ear-long J)Olitlcal and 1 _
e,” but Vajpayee's Bhara
Janata Party applauded l{::
CBI's actien.
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A building of the Min Hsiung engineering school collapsed in Chiayi city after a powerful
earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter scale, hit Taiwan yesterday. Story on Page 5.
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Alliance leaders meet I0J chief

Tougher programme

before Ramadan

By Staff Correspondent

The first round of separate
meetings between chiefs of four
component parties of the Oppo-
sition alliance and secretaries
general of the parties ended yes-
terday with the decision to in-
tensity the one-point oust-gov-
ermment movement before th
Holy Ramadan. '

e secretaries general and
members of the Liaison Com-
mittee of the alliance met |s-
lami Oikkya Jote (10J) chief Az-
izul Haq at the party office in
the ci(‘?r yesterday. The meeting
also discussed strengthening
the uniti; of the alliance. The
meeting lasted 45 minutes from
8:40 am.

The BNP-led alliance in-
cludes Jamat-e-Islami, Jatiya
Party {Ershad] and 10J.

The top leaders of Lhe four
arties earlier mmet BNP Chair-
ef8bh Khaléda Zia on Oct 8. JP

Chairman HM Ershad on Oct 19
and Jamaat Ameer Golam
Azam on Oct 20.

Khaleda condemns
‘police attack’on
rally in city

By Staff Correspondent

BNF Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has strc}ngﬂr protested 'po-
lice attack’ on Islamic scholars,
photo journalists and reporters
during a rally in the city yester-
day.

In a statement yesterday, at-
tend she said police attacked a
rally which was attended by Is-
lami Oikyva Jote chief Moulana
Azizul Hag and a good number
of 'alems and ulemas' without
any provocation.

Besides, she said police also
resorted to lathi charge on the
photo journalists and reporters
who were covering the pro-
gramme.

Khaleda Zia demanded ex-
emplary punishment to those
involved in resorting to repres-
sion on 1OJ chief and journal-
ists.

Markazul

From page 1

forming their professional du-
ties.

In a statement, it said 12
photo journalists were injured
in the attack. two of them seri-
ously. The two are Babul
Talukder of the Dinkal and
Swapan Sarkar of the Banglar
Bani

Hifazat-e-Khatme-Nabuat
Movement also condemned yes-
terday’'s police attack on
Markazul activists and photo
journalists.

It demanded immediate re-
lease of Markazul leaders.

Briefing newsmen after yes-
terday’'s meeting, 10J Secretary
General Fazlul Haq Amini said
the leaders unanimously agreed
lo go for "effective and tougher
agitation programmes to dis-
lodge the Awami League gov-
ernment  within the quickest
possible time". =L -

The meeting discussed pos-
sible strategies for intensifying
the movement before the Ra-
madan. The secretaries general
and Liaison Committee mem-
bers will meet soon to workout
strattﬁies and programmes. A
joint declaration will be an-
nounced after the proposed
meeting of four chiefs of the
parties, he said.

But no date has yet been
fixed for the meeting of Khaleda
Zia, HM Ershad. Golam Azam
‘and Azizul Haq, Amini told a
questionier. _ .

Asked about BNP's plan for a
broad-based alliance with all
opposition parties includin
the left ones, another IO
leader, ARM Abdul Matin
Matin. said : There may be dis-
cussion and unity with any
party to achieve our goal. We
will always welcome more par-
ties in our one-point move-
ment.”

BNP leaders Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan. M Shamsul Islam and
Anwar Zahid, JP leaders Naziur
Rahman Manjur and ABM Go-
lam Mostafa, Jamaat leaders
Matiur Rahman Nizami, Mo-
hammad Kamaruzzaman and
ATM Azharul Islam, 10J lead-
ers Fazlul Hagq Amini, ARM
Abdul Matin and Muslehuddin
Abu Bakar attended the meet-

%g'killed in Pabna
road accident

PABNA, Oct 22: Three people
were Killed and three others
injured when a speeding truck
hil another parked on roadside
at Monohorpur on Pabna-ish-
wardi road early today. reports

"“Shibir activist

lence. From page 1 |

Police said Ali was fatally
in1|ure-::t due to a ‘'misfire’ by a
fellow activist during yester-
day's clash. But Shibir alleged
that he was injured police firing
during a clash at Anderkilla
yesterday.

Sporadic clashes at different
parts of the city during the har-
tal left around people injured,
15 of them critically.

Chittagong unit of the oppo-
sition alliance has called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal on Sunday
in greater Chittagong to protest
what it said police attack on
opposition supporters and Jam-
E—Mnsgue at Anderkilla during
yesterday's hartal.

PM returns
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina returns home today
ending her five-day official trip
lo Australia, reports BSS.

According to a message re-
ceived here, she left Sydney for
Singapore en route to Dhaka.

The prime minister, who
went to Australia at the invita-
tion of Australian Prime Min-
ister John Howard. held talks
with her counterpart, met Aus-
tralian entrepreneurs,
Bangladeshi expatriates and re-
ceived a honorary Doctor of
Law degree conferred on her by
the Australian National Uni-
versity.

She was accompanied,
among others, by State Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, principal
secretary to the prime minister,
foreign secretary, senior offi-
cials and a group of leading
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs.

MV Elevlit

From page

same place with about 14.000
tonnes of cement. It is yet ta be
salvaged, : '

‘A souree in the MPA said
naﬂgabilily in Pashur channel
has decreased abruptly, forcing
Banglar Moni, a container-car-
rying vessel of the BSC to an-
chor near the Hiron Point
Thursday morning.

Meanwhile, Sharathi-2 of
MPA could not reach the
Turkish flag-bearer till this
evening to start salvage opera-
tion due to high tide and fierce
Ccross current.

300 suef;l

Fromi page

cases against 42 Jamaat-Shibir-
leaders and activists, including
city Ameer Principal Moulana
Abu Taher and Nayebe Ameer
Afsar Uddin Chowdhury on
charge of triggering violence at

Sonali Bank crossing near
Laldighi Maidan and at An-

darkilla.

The City Corporation filed a
case against 11 Jamaat-Shibir
men accusing them of storming
the corporation building.

Meanwhile, Chittagong
Metropolitan Magistrate re-
jected bail prayer for 27 Shibir
aclivists arrested by police dur-
m[% the hartal enforced by the
BNP-led opposition alliance
demanding resignation of the
government,

All were sent to jail hajat.

Issue of land
From page 1

area. India posses a total of
174.28 acres, while Bangladesh
posses 359.01 acres.

In the Comilla and
Noakhali-Tripura region, India
posses 131.92 acres while
Bangladesh posses 55.28 acres.

Along Sylhet and Tripura
borders, India posses a total of
194.01 acres while Bangladesh
posses 119.78 acres.

If the issue is sorted out,
Bangladesh will gain a total of
53?15-5 acres of land, the sources
s581d.

From page 1|

building were included to delib-
erately inflate the bill, which
resulted in an additional pay-
ment of Tk 10 lakh to the con-
tractor.

Under the Area Development
Project, there was corruption in
building the Shaheednagar
Community Centre. Cracks
have already appeared in all the

floors of the recentlv built cen-
tre. 4

The responsibility of moni-

. toring was given to a so called

consulting farm, set usu b{ some
‘acquaintances an nown
faces’ of the project’s engineers
and officials, the report said.

The original documents
showed that one consultant
firm, DDC, had actu quali-
fied for the work through
Brggcr bidding. But later the

was ‘brought down' to the
sixth place and the work was
awarded to the ‘disqualified’
firm. The original document

was tempered ‘by white correc-
tion fluid’, the report said.
When asked, Chief Engineer

of DCC Shamsul aque
Bhuiyan who was formerly the
Project Director told The irhlls

Star, “The project was h

per cent successlul and there
was no corruption at all.”

~ The Chairman of the
Standing Committee on Public
Estimate carried out the inves-
tigation without consulting
other members and the allega-
tions he brought are totally un-
founded.” Bhuiyan claimed.

“These allegations were
brought to serve his vested in-
terest. We have already taken
this matter to the highest level
in the government.” he said.

When asked about allega-
tions that he owned 19 houses
in the city, the Chief Engineer
said he was not bound to dis-
close the number of houses he
owned. He said whatever num-
ber of houses he owned, he paid
taxes for those regularly.

The initial investigation
also revealed that the consul-
tant’s design provided for con-
struction of six to eight metres
wide box culvert on Dho-
laikhal. But the engineers,
without ¢ g out any sur-
vey, built a two to three metres
wide ‘very low quality’ box cul-
vert.

Construction of the culvert
was undertaken after a feasi-

hﬂit!r study so that it could be

a8 a drain to remove the

_lr\/Iisappropriation‘detected

problem of water logging in the
area. But the constructed cul-
vert failed to remove the prob-
lem. There was also a proposal
to build a reservoir but this
component was dropped with-
out showing any reason, the re-
port said.

One of the main objectives of
the project was to develop Dho-
laikhal, build shops on its
banks and sell or lease those to
recover the project cost. But no
provision has been kept for this

. the report said.

¢ matter did not end there.
The project officials requested
the government for a review
and enhancement of the cost to
Tk 270 crore from Tk 146 crore
on the ground that a box culvert
has been built on Dholaikhal
instead of an open channel,
proposed by the consultant. The
project olificials have even
managed a petition from some
local people to enhance their
claim for more money.

The n;.-_port gave a rough es-
timate of misappropriation of
Tk 70 crore but did not give
break-up. When contacted, the
chairman of the JS body, said,
“Let’s wait for the sub-commit-
tee’'s report.” He declined to
elaborate. -

save loc

Sharif'é . son seeks US
intervention to
'release his father

WASHINGTON., Oect 22:

Hasan Nawaz Sharif, son of de-
posed Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif, has sought
US intervention to secure the
release of his father and family
members. under unlawful de-
tention since last week's mili-
tary coup in the country, re-
ports ;
In a letter sent from London
to the US house subcommittee
on Asia and Pacific. Hasan said
no charges have been filed
against them (Nawaz Sharif
and other family members) and
they are illegally detained.

"It is with great fear and
trepidation that | submit this
statement for inclusion in the
record of the hearing on Pak-
istan. | take this step with faith
in the committee members to
focus attention on the nal
salety and security of my fa-
ther, Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif, and of the members of
our family.”

The Prime Minister was not
elected out of office, as is the
norm in countries with institu-
tional democratic controls. 1
write out of the fear that the
‘lack of respect for démocratic
institutions has extended to the
lack of respect for basic and in-
alienable human rights, he said
in his letter. ' ;

in Karachi, a Pakistani
lawyer filed a petition today in
the Sindh province's High Court
objecting to the dismissal of the
Euv:rnm:nt by the military in a

loodless coup last week, the
official APP news agency re-
ported.

Legal sources said the court
in the port city Karachi had not
admitted the petition for for-
mal hearing and the proceed-
ings today were to see if it was
valid and could be admitted.

The petition is an attempt to
get a court order determining
whether the actions of army
chief General Pervez Mushar-
raf, who overthrew Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif in the Octo-
ber 12 coup, were legal or not.

They said the petitioner was
a lawyer named Sohail Hameed
but did not know if he had a po-
litical background. They said
Musharral was named as re-
spondent in the petition.

IPS fromn Washinglon says,

while the United States insists
that it will not carry on "busi-
ness as usual” with any mili-
tary-run government in
Pakistan, the administration
appears ready to offer the gen-
erals its conditional sup ;

US President Bill Clinton
wants Gen Musharraf to e
regional policies in south Asia
deemed compatible with US in-
lerest,

These include pursuing d’
tente with India and pressing
the Taliban movement in
neighbouring Afghanistan to
share power with its opposition
to end the ED—{w-nld civil war,

Above al Washington
wants Musharrafl to commit
himself urgently to a clear
timetable for the restoration of
genuine civilian rule and to
maintain key elements of a
democratic system, such as a
free press and freedom of asso-
ciation, until an elected gov
ernment takes power.

Unlike the days following

the cuu?. however., US officials
are no nnﬁcr talking about a
timetable of only weeks or even
months.

Another report says, former
Pakistani Air Chief, Air Chief
Marshal (RTD) Asghar Khan
has asked Gen Pervez Mushar-

“ raf to hold referendum on his

policies to silence the interna-
tional criticism of his takeover
of the country and alleged that
the ISI and feudalism never al-
lowed democracy to prevail in
the country.

Asghar Khan, head of
Tehreek-e-Istaqlal Party, told
reporters in Lahere that Gen
Musharraf should hold refer-
endum to get approval of the

masses on his seven-point
agenda. The Daily Nation re-
purted on Wednesday.

Earlier on Thursday, Pak-
istan's new army rulers named
three retired military officers
and a judge to govern the coun-
try’'s provinces.

The Governors are: Lieu-
tenant General Muhammad in
Punjab, Air Marshal Muham-
mad Azim Daudpota in Sindh
province, Lieutenant General
Muhammad Shafiq in North
fuesgemﬂniiﬂmﬁuﬂnu and

uslice irul I Menga it
Baluchistan, |
Details on page 5

Wahid under pressure
for a 'clean’' cabinet

~ JAKARTA, Oct 22: Less than
48 hours in power, President
Abdurrahman Wahid was under
pressure today to choose a Cab-
inet free of corruption and hu-
man rights abuses committed
during decades of authoritari-
anism, reports AP.

Wahid, an ailing 59-year-old
Muslim intellectual and cleric,
was elected head of state of the
world’'s fourth most-populous
nation on Wednesday by In-
donesia's highest legislative
body. He is expected too name

BSCIC plots

From page 1

Besides. 325 plots out of 416
in four estates set up in the 70s
are still unallotted. The estates
and the number of vacant plots
are: Neejkunjura estate in Feni
— 72, Kurigram —108, Joy-
purhat — 95 and Sherpur — 50.

In Patuakhali estate, out of
79 t)luta, 18 are being used and
61 lying vacant.

Most of the 79 industrial
estates of BSCIC could not be
‘completed on schedule because
of non-allocation of funds in
ADP and delay in land acquisi-
tion.

BSCIC had taken a project to
set up industrial estates in 24
more districts in 1987 but the
project is yet to be completed.
Only six estates were estab-
lished and the rest are in differ-

- ent stages.

Non-availability of credit is
a major problem faced by en-
lrepreneurs willing to set up in-
dustries at the BSCIC estates.
The government has no special
programme for providing credit
to those entrepreneurs. The
banks also do not give priority
to industries set up in BSCIC es-
tates as regards granting of
loans.

The report also pointed out
that frequent disruption of
power supply poses another big
problem to the entrepreneurs.

Trade liberalisation and free
market of the government
pushed the industries towards
an uneven competition with
forei s. Many industries
n BSCIC estates have been
closed due to trade liberalisa-
tion and many more are fight-
ingdhard for survival, the report
sai

If made a number of recom-
mendations to make BSCIC in-

dustrial estates economically

viable and ensure best use of the
?luts. These include providing
acilities to BSCIC estates as are
being given to the export pro-

cessing zones. extensive Emﬂa
ganda in the media highlight-
ing various positives aspects of
the estates, special credit facili-
ties with minimum interest for
industries set up in those and
ensuring
of eﬁtﬂﬂty. gas and water.

uninterrupted supply

suggested that to
industries, the gov-

ernment can also impose high

duty on import of which
are being produced Lacalaicly

the two have

his team with a week or so.

His rival for the top job,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, was
voled in as vice president on
Thursday.

Political commentators said
the partnership would bring to-
gether moderate Islamic inter-
ests, represented by Wahid and
his National Awakening Party,
and nationalist aspirations
championed by the Indonesian
Democratic Party for Struggle
of Megawati, daughter of lound-
ing President Sukarno.

During the past two years,
jointly cam-

aigned for greater democracy
F::-ltnwin autocratic rule under
former President Suharto, who
ruled for 32 years after ousting

Sukarno in 1966.

"They have forged a close re-
lationship. Since their parties
encompass Muslim and na-
tionalist forces, they will be
able to accommodate the inter-
ests and aspirations of Indone-
sia’'s (wo major political

oups.” said Arbi Sanit, a po-
itical analyst at the University
of Indonesia.

Wahid and Megawati re-
placed the administration of
Suharto's handpicked succes-
sor, president B J Habibie.

"I hope the next Cabinet
members will be younger and
not mere 'yes men’' people. They
should be more independent
and able to do more than just
wail for instructions," The
Jakarta Post quoted political
analyvst Soedjati Djiwandono
as saying.

Other analysts said the 5:0]}
ularity of both the president
and vice president would do
much to bring social stability to
Indonesia. which has been
wracked by years of unrest.
“But their credibility will
depend on the quality of the
Cabinet they form within the
next few days." said Arif Arry-
man. an analyst with Econit, a

Jakarta think-tank.

Protests raged soon after
Wahid beat Megawati in

Wednesday's presidential ballot

by the 700-member People's
Consultative Assembly. Disil-
lusioned Megawati supporters
fought with police and troops in
the capital and other cities, as
well as on the tourist island of
Bali.

The violence subsided after

Megawati won the deputy post
on Thursday ' :
Trash can
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to DCC's ‘authorised 1,095
shops and stalls’, several
‘thousand’ unauthorised shops

- generate daily rubbish without
paying any lax whatsoever. Of-

ficials suggested that the entire
market must be shifted to Am-
inbazar or elsewhere. They said
Aminbazar would be an appro-
priate site for it.



