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PDB to supply
oil to Baghabari
power plant
till tomorrow

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, 22 Oct: PDB has
extended the time-limit by two
days — upto October 24 — for
supply of oil to the Barge-
Mounted Power Plant Bijoyer
Alo-1 at Baghabari, accurd¥ng
to sources concerned.

The contract between PDB
and owner of the plant West
Mount Power (Bangladesh)
Limited for sgply of oil was
due to expire today.

In a letter on October 14,
PDB asked the plant authorities
to switch over to production us-
ing gas.

A meeting between PDB and
West Mount in Dhaka yesterday
ended without any decision. But
another meeting will be held on
October 24, 'not interrupting
supply of oil’, one source said.

e plant would be closed af-
ter that for lack of fuel if it is
not possible to extend further
time-limit of the present con-
tract, he added.

“The plant cannot yet use gas
as "ias pressure is not up to the
mark”, an official said.

HR body chief told

Govt established
rule of law &
voting right: PM .

SYDNEY, Oct 22: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
said the rmment has estab-
lished rule of law in the country
and ensured Upcuple*s right to
vote, reports UNB.

She expressed this view
while - talking to President of
the Human Rights Commission
and Equal Opportunity
Commission. Prof Alice Tay,
who called on her at the hotel
suite.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted various steps taken by
her government for upholding
independence of the country's

judiciary and people’s rights to
get justice.
¢ Prime Minister in-

Rights Commission. It
would be enacted in the next
session of nt.

Besides, she said a s t
law would i?!e: enactu:j to check
women lrallicking and oppres-
sion m} them. Ve

Prof Tay lauded the govern-
ment steps for upholding hu-
man rights in B adesh. He
also praised the efforts of the
Prime Minister to restore peace
in her country as well as in }
conflicting regions of the world.

Later. in the afternoon the
Prime Minister visited the

Olympic Village in Sydney
where the greatest sports ex-
travaganza of the world will
take place from September 15 to
Oct 1 next year.

‘Bomb squad'
in police force
being planned

Star Report

Raising of a '‘bomb squad’ in
the police force is being planned
to handle the increasing num-

ber of incidents involving use of
bombs and explosives in the
country, highly placed sources
in police said yesterday.

A proposal in this reg
being processed and will be
placed before the authorities
concerned "shortly”, the sources

said.
See Page 12 Col 2
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A Parliamentary Committee
has detected large scale
‘corruption and misappropria-
tion of funds' in the 146.23
crore Environment Develop-
ment Project (EDP) of Dhaka
Cit%hﬂurpuratinu (DCC].

e EDP, funded by the gov-
ernment and the World bank,
was started in 1988 with three
main components: Develop-
ment of Islambagh. Shaheed-
nagar and Rasulpur areas of the
city, development of the Dho-
laikhal and procurement of
garbage trucks for the DCC and
repair of its central workshop.

JS bod report on DC project
Misappropriation of crores

of taka detected

By Morshed Ali Khan and Reaz Ahmad

The money was borrowed at
12.5 percent interest.

The allegations of corrup-
tion and misappropriation of
funds were contained in an
‘initial investigation report’ of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Public Estimate,
headed by Dr Mizanul Hagq.

The committee met on
September 28 after more than a
year. Dr TIM Fazle Rabbhi
Chowdhury., a member of the
committee, told The Daily Star
that a five-member sub-com-
mittee headed by ASM Feroj MP
was formed at that meeting for

further investigation into the
alleged corruption. It will sub-
mit its report within a month.

The JS body in its initial in-
vestigation report said that
former project director Sham-
sul Haque Bhuiyan made four
trips to India and three trips to
China with his entourage and
spent an additional amount of

6.84 crore to bug' 222 garbage
trucks and 176 demountable
containers. A vehicle (jeep)
meant for supervision of DCC
work was used by Bhuiyan's
family, it said.

The [irst condition for de-
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velopment of Dholaikhal was
that, following acquisition of
6.1 acres of land, the affected
people would be rehabilitated.
For this purpose, 52 acres of
land were acquired in Matuail,
out of which 13 acres were de-
veloped by digging earth from
the remaining 39 acres. The
work still remains incomplete
but one crore taka has been
‘misappropriated’ under the
cover ol VAT and miscellaneous
expenses, the report said.
Under the earth filling
work, materials for road

See Page 12 Col 4

A large number of
BSCIC plots lie
vacant for decades

By Rafiq Hasan

Establishment of industrial
estales without feasibility
study, wrong site selection,
nomn-availability of credit,
power disruption, lack of main-
tenance and free market eco-
nomic policy is discouraging
entrepreneurs from setting up
industries in BSCIC industrial
eslates.

This was said in an internal

‘report of BSCIC recently.

Some industrial estates set
up without proper feasibility
study are not economically vi-
able, the report pointed out.

Proper site selection is a vi-
tal factor for the success of an

industrial estate, but some es-
lates were set up on ‘'wrong sites'
due to political and other pres-
sure. Because of this, many
plots in those estates remained
unallotted for long. it said.

A large number of plots in
BSCIC industrial estates in
Barisal, Swarupkathi and Ra-
jbari established in the 60s still
remain vacant. Of the 463 plots
in Barisal estate, 237 were al-
lotted and 226 are still vacant,
The number of vacant plots is
69 in Swarupkhati and 10 in
Rajbari estates, out of 167 and
74 plots respectively.

See Page 12 Col 7
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An unidentified person joins police in beating an activist of Markazul Islam near Paltan
crossing in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

L Tm’ﬁ-wﬁﬁﬂ‘% e

50 hurt as police,
Markazul
activists
clash in city

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 50 people including
12 photo journalists were in-
jured when police swung into
action at two rallies organised
by Al- Markazul Islam at the
North Gate of Baitul Mokarram
and Paltan Crossing in the city
yesterday.

About 40 activists were
picked up by police from the
rally venues,

olice dispersed the rally at
the North Gate in the afternoon.
Supporters of Markazul re-
assembled at Paltan Crossing
in the evening to hold a rally.

The rallies were organised to
protest the arrest of some
Markazul leaders for alleged
involvement in planting of
bombs at a mosque at Mirpur
and Ahmadiya mosque at Bak-
shibazar and an anti-tank
mine at the Janakantha ollice

Police resorted to lathi
charge and lobbed several
rounds of tear gas shells to dis-
perse aclivists attending the
rallies. Chase and counter-
chase between police and the
demonstrators continued for
some time.

Meanwhile, Convenor of the
city BNP Sadek Hossain Khoka
in a statement last night con-
demned the 'police attack' on Al
Markazul Islam activists and
photo journalists covering
their programme.

Khoka demanded compen-
sation for the victims of police
attack.

Bangladesh Photo Journal-
ists Association has con-
demned the 'police attack’ on its
members while they were per-

. See Page 12 Col 4

CBI files chargesheet

Rajiv named accused

in Bofors case

NEW DELHI. Oct 22: Former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
was today named as an accused
in the 13-year old controversial
Bofors case as the CBI filed a
chargesheet in the case against
former Defence Secretary S K
Bhatnagar, Italian business-
man Ottavio Quattrocchi and
three others. reports BSS.

The name of slain Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi figured
in the chargesheet with a re-
mark "not sent up for trial" as
he is dead. The other accused
are former Bofors agent in In-
dia Win Chaddha. former AB
Bofors President Martin Ardbo
and the Swedish Arms manu-
facturer, AB Bofors.

The chargesheet was filed in
a designated court here today.
The 25 page chargesheet filed in

l...MV-:Elevit yet

to be salvaged

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 22: A Turkish
flag carrier which ran a ground
near the Hiron Point Thursda
night could not be salvaged till
this evening, said a source in
the Mongla Port Authority.

The ship, MV Elevit was
scheduled to anchor at Mongla
Port yvesterday with 17.500
tonnes of cement clinker from
Thailand for a cement factory
in Narayanganj district.

MV Elevit is the second for-
eign ship that run aground in
the Bay in 12 days.

On  October 10, a
Panamanian ship, MV Ocean
Wave, ran aground near the

See Page 12 Col 6

the designated court ol Addi-
tional Session's Judge Ajit
Dhariboke was supported by
213 documents running into
more than 4500 page and 83
wilnesses,

AP adds: The CBI pressed
charges under the Prevention of
Corruption Act and of criminal
conspiracy. If convicted. the ac-
cused can be jailed up to seven
years.

According to the CBI, Quat-
trocchi received 7.3 million
dollar commission for the deal.
Win Chaddha, the former Bo-
fors agent in India, allegedly re-
ceived 27 million dollar For-
mer Delfense Secretary SK
Bhatnagar also was accused of
rushing the deal through but it
was not stated if he received
cash.

Ardbo was identified as the
gersun who offered the alleged
bribes. and the CBIl was seekinﬁ

- the extradition of the retire

Swedish businessman. United
News of India reported. The Bo-
fors company, now a division of
Celsius PFV Ordnance. also will
be prosecuted, the CBI said.

Judge Ajit Bharioke, in
whose court the charges were
ﬁresenled. said he will begin

earing the case [rom Nov. 3.

The suspects have previously
denied the charges. Quattrocchi
lives: in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. and Chaddha lives in
Dubai. the United Arab Emi-
rates,

The case has been political
dynamite for years. Govern-
ment led by Rajiv Gandhi's
Congress Party was accused of
trying Lo bury it. and the Indian
media has even accused Rajiv's

See Page 12 Col 3

The issue of 'adverse -
sion’ of land between Bangla-
desh and India could not be
settled over the last two and a
half decades. according to offi-
cial sources.

When land belonging to one
is under the possession
it is known as

Adversely possessed land by
B desh and India is about
acres. sources said. Of this,
3218.20 acres are adversel
possessed by India and EEBE.E{
acres by Bangladesh, the
sources said.

"Since independence. the is-
sue of exchange of the adversely

Star Report

possessed land was raised a
number of times at different

levels.” said a top official. "The
isstie cannot be settled unilat-
erally. without the willingness
of the other side.” he said.
Bangladesh always ex-
pressed its desire for the ex-
change in the interest of peace
in border areas. he said.
‘Incidents of border killing,
kidnap‘ping and snatching
away ol harvested crop mainly
take place because of this ad-
verse possession of land.” the!
spurce said. ‘
Most of the 73 Bangladeshis
killed in border areas in the
last four years were in incidents

As the Dhaka City
tion (DCC) fails to remove
tonnes of wastes from the
country's largest whaolesale

able market. roads. lanes.
by-lanes and the market area in
Karwan Bazar get littered with
rubbish creating a permanent
health hazard and sufferings to
thousands of people in the area.

To make things worse, the
entire drainage system in the
bazaar and its adjacent areas
has reached a saturation point.

This correspondent counted
14 spots in the drain network
where slabs have been removed
to connect sewerage lines. Un-
treated sewage flow into the
roads, as many drains are
blocked with rubbish. The
bazaar is situated amidst posh
offices and a five-star hotel in
the bourhood.

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) conservancy officials,
with 35 cleaners for the area
and once-a-week cleaning drive

Corpora-

i e e,

Saun;r Islamic Foundation i

Star Report

with two dumping trucks and a
pay-loader, complained that
they were too poorly equipped
to handie the mess.

According to an estimate by
the officials and traders, more
than 150 truckloads of vegeta-
bles arrive at the market every-
day. If each of the five-tonner
truck generates ten per cent
wastes, the daily volume of
garbage adds up to about 75
tonnes. the officials said.

But with its ‘resources ap-
plied' the DCC is only able to
remove less than half of the ac-
cumulated rubbish. Traders and
others alleged that the DCC
never bothered to deploy any
resource in accordance with the
need. The alleged negligence of
the DCC has cau al
rise in the surface height leve
in the bazaar. At least one of the
four DCC markets in the area

ets flooded whenever it rains.
ause the spot has become
heaped with the accumulated

A major factor behind border incidents
Issue of ‘adversely possessed’
land unsettled for 25 yrs

related to adverse possession of
land, other sources said.

About 1400.96 acres of
Bangladesh land is ‘adversély

ossessed by India along
inajpur-Jalpaiguri border.

Bangladesh is in possession
of 1564.80 acres of land along
the KHustia-Nadia border area
while India posses 848.92 acres
in that region.

In Rangpur-Goalpara bor-
der, India possts a total of 160
acres of land. In Shylhet bor-
der, India posses 463.11 acres
and Bangladesh posses 197.05
acres, the sources said.

In- Shylhet Cachu border
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Opposition to
hold gayebana

janaza today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led Opposition al-
liance will hold a Gayebana
Janaza of Islami Chhatrra
Shibir activist Ansar Ullah at
the Baitul Mokarram mosque
after Asr prayers and bring out
separale mourning processions
in the city today.

Ansar Ullah died in
Chittagong yesterday from bul-
let injuries he suffered during
Thursday's hartal.

The decisions were taken at
a meetling of secretaries general
of the four component parties of
the alliance and its liaison
cominittee representatives with
Islami Oikkya Jote chief Azizul
Haq at the 10J cffice in the city
vesterday.

IOJ Secretary General Fazlul
Haq Amini told a press briﬂﬂnﬁ
that the meeting, with 10J chie
in the chair.. also condemned
the killing and prayed for sal-
vation of the departed soul.

. aquat Lashkar,

Another accomplice held

Shikdar accused in
Alamgir murder case

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA. Oct 22; Yet another
case has been filed in Magura
accusing five people including
Ershad Shikdar of killing
Alamgir Reza Chowdhury, a
contractor enlisted with the po-
lice department.

Alamgir was killed on Au-
gust 8. 1994, after he was kid-
nap from Sarengdia village
under Shalikha thana of
Magura district allegedly by Li-
"Teko' Aziz,
Jamai Faruk and Abdul Barik
Shaikh.

His body was dumped into

i the river Bhairab near ice fac-

tory at Skid Ghat, according to
complainant Mahfuz Chowd-
hury, nephew of the victim.
Mahfuz filed the case with the
Magura court yesterday.

Magistrate Mokhlesur Rah-
man has directed the police to
investigate the case. Police will
verify a general diary filed with
Sonadanga thana of Khulna
city on August 9, 1994 regarding
‘missing’ Alamgir Reza Chowd-
hury.
Alamgir is younger brother
of Taimur Reza Chowdhury. the
then Assistant Police Commis-
sioner ol the South Zone of
KMP.

A source in the KMP told this
correspondent today that help
of the Interpol would be sought
very soon to secure arrest of
‘Jamai’ Faruk. the chiel of
Shikdar's killing squad.

Police today confirmed re-
ports of eyewitnesses that 'Ja-

See Page 12 Col |

rash can

rubbish. .

Traders said that the rubbish
generaied from the vegetables
could be an "excellent’ source of
‘organic compost.’ but there has
never been any initiative in this
regard on the part of the author-
ities. Moreover, they squashed
a private initiative last year.
because they apprehended ‘loss’
in usual monetary allocation
from the DCC fund.

Veritable mounds of rotten
rubbish can be seen on the road
in front of the ‘controversial’
Janata Tower, totally blocking
the passa'ﬁc. Hardly 50 metres
away on the same road, DCC's
Zone-6 officials said. everyday
they needed four dumping
trucks and a pay-loader to
the area clean. Nagar Bha-
ban is aware of the
they are not doing anything,
they com ed. 7

An . official of the conser-
vancy section said, in addition

See Page 12 Col 8

but"

.

==

— Star photo
—

Gusmao returns
to East Timor

in triumph

DILI. Oct 22: East Timorese
independence leader Xanana
Gusmao returned to a tumul-
tuous and emotional welcome
in his devastated homeland to-
day, and told his people: "We are
independent now and forever,”
reports AFP.

Dressed in Falintil battle fa-
tigues. Gusmao, struggling to
keep hold of his emotions, told
a cheering, sobbing crowd from
a podium in front of the old
governor's residence that East
Timor no longer needed In-
donesia.

"We don't need Indonesia.
East Timorese are very brave
people,” he said, to volleys of
"Viva East Timor, Viva Falin-
til” from the young. the elderly,
and the sick.

In the emotional speech
Gusmao said East Timor would
recover [rom the devastation
and violence that followed its
August 30 vote for indepen-
dence.

“They tried to kill us, but we
are still here. crying and suffer-
ing but still alive,” said the man
lllpped to be the [irst president
ol an independent East Timor.

Details on page-5

Bullet-hit
Ctg Shibir
activist dies

| From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 22: Shibir
activist Ansar Ali, 22, who was
bullet-hit in a clash here during
yesterday's hartal died at a pri-
vate clinic early this morning,
police said.

His body was taken to his
village home at Banskhali after
namaz-e-janaza at Laldighi
Maidan at 3 pm today.

The death of Ali created ten-
sion in the port city today as
Shibir supporters staged
demonstrations. '

A large number of police per-
sonnel, mostly in riot gear.
were dep]nrrd al all important
points in the city to avert vio-

See Page 12 Col 5

300 sued for
triggering
violence in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Oct 22: More
than 300 people have been sued
for 'triggering large-scale vio-
lence’ in the city during Thurs-
day's hartal, reports UNB.

The accused included 52 BNP
leaders and activists and 53 of
Jamaat. Two hundred others
were not identified.

Police and the City Corpora-
tion filed five cases accusin
them of attacking police wit
explosives and ransacking the
city corporation office.

The accused BNP leaders in-
cluded Chittagong BNP presi-
dent Meer Nasir Uddin, general
secretary Dastagir Chowdhury,
JCD president Nazimur Rah-
man and general secr Mo-
hammad Ali. They were
charged with hurling bombs at
the police from a procession in
Amtala area. :

Police also filed three other

See Page 12 Col 6

Docs at BMH 1n
Ctg begin hunger

strike today

From CU Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Oct 22: Doc-
tors at the Bangabandhu Memo-
rial Hospital (BMH) will go for
hunger strike [rom tomorrow
protesting what they said illegal
sacking of Dr Imam Uddin by
the president of the University
of Science and Technology in
Chittagong (USTC) national
Professor Dr Nurul Islam.
Stalemate is prevailing at
the Bangabandhu Memorial
Hospital (BMA) from October 13
after resignation of 70 teachers
of the Medicine Faculty. Aca-
demic activities of the univer-
sity and medicare service of the
hospital remained stopped.

The teachers resigned
rotesting 'illegal sacking’ of Dr
mam Uddin, iasoclatr: fes-

sor of the Orthopaedic D -
ment and president of USTC
Teachers’ Association on
September 21.

Protesting the decision, the

teachers of the Medicine Fac-
ulty and doctors of the BHM
have been observing strike
since October 6.



