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Govt ignores IFC ire to

."' , 3

move

ahead with Marubeni deal

By Sharier Khan

The government has decided
not to "surrender” to pressures
of the World Bank ) and US
power generating company AES
about 'not signing a new power
plant scheme’'- namely the
Meghnaghat-2 450 MW power
plant.

The US company has re-
cently stopped all constructions
of the 360 MW Haripur Power
-plant on the ground that its
Fender — the IFC — has can-
celled its loan for the project
following government's recent
decision to pursue an unso-
licited contract with the
Japanese company ‘Marubeni’.

At the same time, the WB has
warned the government that all
its future lending in the energy
sector would be suspended be-
cause the decision in favour of
Marubeni violated governmen-
U's commitment about not pur-
suing new and unsolicited pri-
vate power deals.

The government is now try-
ing to resolve the deadlock with

S. AES and the government
authorities are now holding
meetings in a bid to make the
company re-start its work,
sources added.

However, the high govern-
ment authorities have last week

instructed the Power Develop-
ment Board (PDB) to speed up
negotiations with Marubeni
over the Meghnaghat-2 project.
AES hegan Haripur con-
structions from April, with its
own fund as it could not finalise
the financial arrangements. It
was negotiating the loan with
IFC, which had agreed to pro-
vide the loan on the condition
that the WB would give it a “risk
guarantee”. -
The WB, on the other hand,
agreed to provide the risk guar-
antee on the condition that
Bangladesh would not pursue
new private power projects as it

was already pursuing various
private power schemes equiva-
lent to 1330 MW. WB also made
Bangladesh commit other
terms that included restrictions
on unsolicited deals.

AES' decision*to stop all
construction at the Haripur
project site was seen as a
“threat” to Bangladesh, PDB
sources said.

“This is a blackmail and a
violation of agreement. AES
cannot stop construction on the
plea that the World Bank has

- refused it a guarantee,” said a

source, "our contract does not
See Page 11 Col 5

Jakarta drama pacifies protesters

Sukarnoputri takes
vice-presidency
to new heights

JAKARTA. Oct 21: Popular opposition leader
Megawati Sukarnoputri was elected Indonesia's
vice president today, one day after she lost the
first free and contested presidential vote in the
country's history, reports AP.

'l thank God for this, and 1 will do my best for
the republic of Indonesia,” Megawati said, as a
crowd of lawmakers burst into cheers and sang
the national anthem.

The vote in the People’s Consultative Assem-
b%v. the country’'s highest legislative body, was
396 for Megawati and 284 for the leader of the
Muslim United Development Party, Hamzah

Haz.

violent
—after
terday

The victory seemed certain to end a rash of
nti-government protests that
gawati lost the préesidential b Iot yes-

ke out

For the first time in days. not a single protest
was reported in the capit

However, the main tourist island of Bali. a
Megawati atmthnld. was wracked by unrest
even as the legis

Thousands of Megawati supporters set build-
ings on fire and barricaded the only road into

of Jakarta.

ative vole was under way.
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To our readers

Due to ay's dawn-to-
| dusk hartal, The Daily Star
was compelled to reduce its
regular 20-page Friday

tion into a 16-page one. We
regret the inconvenience
[{:ﬂuacd to our readers. -- Editor

Correction

The name of an Australian
company, TJ Teague (SA) Lim-
ited was mentioned in a report
on Vetch exports to Bangladesh
‘?{ the company published in
-The Daily Star on October 17.
The report was based on a
claim made at a press confer-
ence on Oct 16 by the officials
of the Institute for Development
Policy Analysis and Advocacy, a
subsidiary of Proshika, a local
NGO. Subsequently it was
brought to our notice that this
mmpanr did not export Vetch
to Bangladesh for human con-
sumption. We regret that this
company s name was men-
tioned inadvertently in our re-

port.

3NCB GMs

By Monjur Mahmud

The Finance Ministry yes-
lerday temporarily 5us|pcn ed a
eneral manager of Agrani
ank and also asked the au-
thorities of Rupali Bank and
Sonali Bank to file departmen-
tal cases against two of their
GMs for irregularities.

The three general managers
are AKM Abdul Basit of ani
Bank. SR Malik of Rupali
and Abdul Kabir Dewan of
Sonali Bank, sources in the
ministry said. Dewan retired
recently.

The Public Accounts
committee (PAC) earlier de-
lected that AKM Abdul Basit
had increased the loan limit to
I'k 35 crore from Tk 10 crore for
Dhaka Vegetable Oil Compan
Ltd when he was GM of Sonali
Bank. The PAC recommended
.0 the Finance Ministry to sack
1im. the sources said.

The Board of Janata Bank
nad detected irregularities done
oy SR Malik when he was GM of
lhe bank. The Board had rec-
ymmended to the Finance
:h}jiuy to take action against

alik.

The Bangladesh Bank got
sjome allegations from anony-
nous sources that Abdul Kabir
Jewan had granted fictitious
oans when he was GM of
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Zero tariff hope

from Australia

Joint probe into vexing
vetch trade planned

CANBERRA, Oct 21;
Australian Trade Minister and
acting Foreign Minister Mark
Vaile said today that his gov-
ernment would consider zero-
tariff access of Bangladesh

roducts to their market to
st bilateral economic coop-
eration, reports BSS.

At a business function at the
Parliament Builiding, also ad-
dressed by the visiting
Bangladesh Prime Minister, the
minister said hjs country would
try to import more items from
Bangladesh to reduce the trade
gap between Dhaka and
Canberra. -

He said it is most encourag-
ing that Australian en-
lrepreneurs are no more inter-
ested in mere exports to
Bangladesh, rather they want to

invest there.

Vaile also said that
Australia would consider giving
more tariff concessions for en-
try of Bangladeshi goods to
Australia — particularly jute,
jute goods. textiles, fertilizers
and footwear.

The Australian Minister,
who is also the deputy leader of
the National Party, said export
of vetch to Bangladesh would be
stopped.

His reaction came in the
wake of reports in the
Bangladesh press that vetch is
being sold as.lentils for human
consumption.

Vaile said that his govern-
ment had received allegations
which would be evaluated and
examined jointly by the
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Tug of war

Both parties hope to hook the Left

By Nazmul Ashraf and Rezaul Karim

Their presence in national
politics is hardly felt nowa-
days. but the Left and Left-ori-
ented parties have suddenly
emcrﬁtd as important factors
for the ruling Awami League
and main opposition BNP.

The two arties are now
trying to hook these small enti-
ties with a view to consolidat-
ing their respective positions in
the wake of growing political
unrest in the country. political
sources said.

For the past few weeks. both
AL and BNP have been in touch
with the forum of 11 smaller
parties including the seven-

arty Left Democratic Front
LDF). The alliance is still un-
decided about siding with any of
the two.

The ar contacts were
unofficially confirmed by all
the three sides who called the
developments “still informal”
and “premature”.

The 11 are: Workers
Party. CPB. two factions of
BSD, Sramik Krishak

Sam;gbadj Dal, Samyabadi Dal
and Ganatantrik Majdur Party

who are members of the seven-
party LDF combine and Gano

Forum. Communist Kendra,
Gano Azadi League and
Ganatantri Party.

AL sources said the ruling
party would try to secure sup-
port from the 11 parties to fight
the anti-government campaign
by the BNP-led alliance as well
as to bring the Left parties to the
forthcoming local polls to the
city corporations and Upazilas.

"We would like to see the Left
parties with us against the de-
structive politics of BNP and its
anti-democracy and
-Liberation -allies. We're in
touch with these pro-Liberation
parties. But there has been no
significant progress so far.”
said an AL presidium member.

On the contrary, opposition
sources said, the BNP move is
designed to strengthen the oust-
government campaign and the
Brugramme to resist local polls

y involving “as many parties
as possible”. The BNP and its
allies have announced that they
would “resist such polls if held
without their cipation”.

“We want all opposition par-
ties in the current anti-gov-
emment agitation. Any opposi-
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High court
has 8 more
judges

The President. in consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice, has
appointed eight Additional
Judges of the High Court Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court for a
two-year term, an official
handout said in the city yester-
day. reports BSS,

The newly appointed judges
are: Mohammad Abdur Rashid,
Advocale Bangladesh Supreme
Court, Khademul Islam Chowd-
hury, Advocate Bangladesh
Supreme Court, Mohammad
Momtaj Uddin Ahmed, Advo-
cate Bangladesh Supreme
Court, Surendra Kumar Sinha,
Advocate Bangladesh Supreme
Court, Mohammad Abdul Wa-
hab Miah, Advocate
Bangladesh Supreme Court,
Sikdar Mogbul Haque, Acting
tice and Parllamentary Affairs,
Mohammad Abdus Salam, So-
licitor [Joint Secretary), Min-
istry of Law. Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs and Mo-
hammad Arayesuddin, Joint
Secretary Ministry of Law, Jus-
tice and Parliamentary Alffairs.

‘Neither stable,

prosperous nor
democratic’

But US diplomat rules

out 1solating Pakistan

WASHINGTON. Oct 21: As-
sistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Aflairs Karl F In-
derfurth told the annual con-
ference of the US India Council
on Tuesday that the United
States is "not walking away
from Pakistan because a stable,
democratic and prosperous
Pakistan is in the interest of
India and the United States.”
reports USIS.

"Pakistan now is neither
stable, prosperous nor demo-
cratic," Inderfurth said. He
added that the US last week cut
off economic and military aid
to Pakistan as a resull of the
military coup.

Inderfurth welcomed the
announcement by Pakistan's
military army chief Musharraf
in his s h to the nation that
Pakistan would withdraw from
Kashmir to international bor-
ders. However, the US official
suggested that the army might
want to withdraw further to the
Line of Control that was the
boundary before Pakistan's in-
cursions into Kargil.

As Acting State Department
Spokesman James Foley said
earlier in the day, "we have im-
portant areas on which we need
to work with Pakistan." Among
them are promoting talks with
India and trying to curb the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass
destruction, Inderfurth said.
"Democracy must be restored to
Pakistan. Long-term milit
control is unacceptable. "Sena-
tor Sam Brownback, chairman
of the Senate Foreign Affairs
subcommittee on Near Eastern
and Southern Asian Affairs,
told the conference.

On US relations with India.
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SEC directive
to bourses

The Securities and Exch
Commission: (SEC) yesterda
directed the Dhaka Stoc
Exchange and the Chittagong
Stock Exchange to make appro-
priate amendment to their trad-
ing related or any other rules-
regulations in order to stop
trading of allotment letters
through the Exchange trading
system, reports BSS.

This directives should be
complied within 24 hours from
the date of receipt of this order,
a press release issued by the SEC
Executive Director Anwarul

. Kabir Bhuilyan said.
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Enforcer anonymous

Who was the man out on the streets with a shotgun,

wondered many.

He was reportedly a policeman.

Regulation says a cop cannot carry a gun if not in uni-

form. Why did he?

— Star photo: A K M Mohsin
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Ctg most,
alts public
life across

country

Star Report

Over 150 people were in-
jured, about 50 of them in the
city and 100 in Chittagong, in
incidents of violence during the
Opposition-called countrywide
dawn-to-dusk hartal yesterday.

The hartal, called to force
the government to resign and
announce fresh elections. dis-
rupted life across the country
but passed off by and large
peacefully except in Dhaka,
Chittagong and Rajshabhi cities,
our correspondents reported.

A:other story on back page

Those injured in the city in-
cluded photo-journalists
Amran Hossain of The Daily
Star, Rafiqur Rahman of
Reuters news agency and Khalid
Haider of daily Dinkal. Amran
was (reated at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The three
and three policemen were in-
jured when some unidentified
Eersnns hurled a number of

ome-made bombs from nearby
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SYDNEY, Oct 21: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today said
that she had never made any
commitment to scrap the Spe-
cial Powers Act (SPA), reports
UNB.

She said the revious
regimes of Zia, Ershad and
Khaleda as well as caretaker

overnments of Justice Sha-

abuddin and Justice Habibur
Rahman had admitted that the
law was needed to rule the coun-
try. - :
The Prime Minister made
this comment while responding
to various questions from expa-
triate Bangladeshis at a recep-
tion accorded to her at Went-
worth Hotel in Sydney this

She categorically said change
of state power would take place
only with people's vote in the
next election, not by any other
means.

Hasina, who flew back here
from Australian capital Can-

-

berra in the afternoon. reiter-
ated that her government would
hand over power to a neutral
caretaker government on com-
pletion of her term.

Referring to the opposition
leader's rejection of her offer for
discussion to solve the problem
they have raised, she said if the
opposition believed in democ-
racy, they could not turn down
the dialogue offer.

She said the people were
confused about demand of the
opposition parties, who are
spearheading an anti-govern-
ment movement. "They are just
skipping from one point de-
mand to another, as they don't
know what they want."

Narrating her government's
policy in economic and social
sectors to improve the living
standard of the people, the
Prime Minister saig
vision to eradicate
2020.

"I am

poverty by

confident that

Hasina says she

pledged to repeal SPA

she has a -

nev

Bangladesh would emerge as a

Eow:rt}r and illiteracy-free nation
y the 2020".

Hasina said her government

‘had ensured freedom of the ju-

diciary and set up Commission
to ensure a corruption-free dy-
namic administration.

In reply to a question, she
said corruption plagued the na-
tion following military rule be-
fore she came to power. "We
are trying hard to stamp out
corruption from the adminis-
Jration and society."

"l don't need to commit any
corruption as | do not have any
ambition...During my rule none
can raise the allegation of cor-
ruption against my govern-
ment." she said. adding that
even one per cent of corruption
was not reported during and af-
ter the devastating floods last
year.

In reply to a question about
delay in execution of the verdict

See Page 11 Col 8
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Gory tale retold _
Another hartal, another procession, another explosion and Fnuther rickshaw-puller -- the
same tale gets retold every time. On the list of injured, this time around, there was our

photo journalist Amran Hossain.

-]1

— Star photo

buildings while a BNP proces-
sion was passing the
Bijdynagar road at 5-11 p.m.

e of the bombs fell on a
police van. Police swung into
action, resorting to lathi charge
and firing. at least 20 tear gas
shells and rubber bullets. %:n
people were arrested from there
and another 15 from other
trouble spots in the city.

A rickshawpuller, Fazlu
Mia, was injured when a bomb
was exploded near the Bijoy
Nagar crossing.

n Chittagong, clashes be-
tween police and opposition ac-
livists left over 100 injured, 15

See Page 11 Col 6

In fear

By Staff Correspondent

Three senior BNP leaders
took part in picketing during
yesterday's dawn-to-dusk har-
tal with bullet-proof ﬁcakctn on.

The leaders are: Major Gen
(Retd) ZA Khan, a member dn
the BNP Chairperson’'s Advi-
sory Council; ip Joynal Abe-
din Faruq MP and Ehsanul Hagq
Milon ‘M% -

Of the three, Joynal Abedin
Faruq has been using the jacket
during hartal days for quite
some time now while the rest
tried it out for the first time yes-
terday.

Talking to The Daily Star,
one of the trio, preferring
anonymity, said he wore the
bullet-proof vest underneath
his T-shirt in apprehension of
ictting shot either by the

wami League terrorists or po-
lice.

He said the lice and AL
terrorists attacked and fired
indiscriminately in previous

hartals and other prdgrammes
that left many people injured.

"l use the jacket, especially
on hartal days, in fear of at-
tack.” he added.

Another said that he had
purchased the jacket while in
London a few months back.

Dawn-to-dusk
hartal in Ctg

on Sunday

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 21: The
opposition parties today an-
nounced a dawn-to-dusk hartal
on Sunday in greater Chit-
tagong to protest against what
they said police attack on the
Jame Mosque at Andar Killa
during today's hartal,

Opposition

programine

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance yesterday announced a
10-day action programme. in-
cluding demonstration and
road march, nning Satur-
day with the objective of further
intensifying the current one-
point ‘oust-government’
movement.

The programmes include
coun de mass contact to
mobilise people’'s support in
favour of opposition’'s demand
from October 23-26 and demon-
stration day throughout the
country on Oct 25. Programmes
will also be organised to protest
a%ﬁinst attack on opposition in
Chittagong and "party and state
terrorism’ during yesterday's
hartal, and two-day road march
on October 31 to November 1.

BNP representative in the
Liaison Committee Anwar Za-
hid announced the
on behalf of the 4-party and 7-
party alliance at a press brief-
ing at the BNP central office

yesterday ;
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia will lead her party's two-

day road march to greater Syl-
het from Dhaka.

BNP will organise rally at
Paltan Maidan on the occasion
of the Demonstration Day on
Oct 25.

BNP general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said people of
the country have once again ex-
pressed their ‘no-confidence’ in
the Awami League government.
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