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'3500 auto-rickshaws
imported defying ban'

Some 3500 autorickshaws
have been imported through a
nationalised commercial bank
defying a ban imposed to pre-
vent air pollution by their toxic
exhausts. says a donor agency
official, reports UNB

"The vehicles were imported
through the World Bank sug-
gested pulling out all the three-
wheelers from the city streets
within next four years time."
Prof Feroz | Faruqui, a consul-
tant for the World Bank, told a
roundtable discussion in the
city yesterday.

Chartered Institute of
Transport (CIT), Bangladesh,
organised the roundtable on
“Transportation” at Railway
Rest House.

Prof Feroz pointed out that
although issuance of rickshaw
licence had been stopped since
1992, everyday new rickshaws.
including migrated ones from
all over the country, are coming
to the capital city,

He satd seven million people
of the city travel about 115 mil-
lion kilometers by rickshaw a
day, Sireet hawkers, roadside
shopkeepers, slums on the
n.:ar[)ﬁ_ greedy house-owners all
are occupving the roads squeez-
ing the road space to its mini-
ML

However, he said, "banning
meetings on the roads have
given us a sigh of relief at long
last.

RHural-to-urban migration to

Dhaka city is a]armjn%. and ab-
solutely without any plans, that
simply swelling the number of
slum dwellers and destitutes, he
said.

He said that there were 9.30
million population in Dhaka
city in 1997 that would rise to
10 million by year 2000 and to
11 million by 2010.

The World Bank consultant
said about a million people
daily commute and absolutely
depend on the capital. There are
about one million rickshaw-
pullers with about 6,00,000
rickshaws plying in the citﬂ,
about 65 per cent of them with-
out licence or with forged li-
CEeNnces.

After a lot of turmoil for sev-
eral years, Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation (BRTC)
has gained a significant
amount of public conlidence in
recent times, especially after
the privatisation call and in-
troduction of premium bus ser-
vice, he said.

BRTC chairman M Azmal
Chowdhury said the corpora-
tion started its journey in 1961
with 1300 buses that came down
to 220 and had been incurring
an yearly loss of Tk 20 million
until 1994,

He said it could not even pay
the salaries of its workmen for
about four years and had a sig-
nificant amount of loan. But,
the state transport rebounded
last year, earning an operating
prolit of Tk 40 million.

The first step of this success
was to introduee sub-contract-
ing the operations of its service,
he told the meeting.

"The idea came from only
one or two persons, but it
should be institutionalised.” he
sald recommending setting up
of a separate ministry for }l)ublit:
utilities, including railway,
road transport, DESA. WASA.

Giving a cue for the handi-
caps in the }:)resent system, the
BRTC boss lamented: "I have to
invite tenders even for sal-
vaging a troubled vehicle from
the road.”

Prof Feroz suggested that
cottage industries should be es-
tablished in the rural areas to
employ people locally and thus
to arrest unplanned rural-ur-
ban migration that put exces-
sive pressures on the services.

"Rickshaws must ply the
artery roads, inner roads and
lanes and in no way main roads
after initiating adequate num-
bers of buses,” he recommended.

He further suggested intro-
ducing sufficient single and
double-decker buses in the pub-
lic and private sectors to ease
traffic hassles.

Director general of CIT, Lon-

don., Cyril Bleasdale, CIT
Bangladesh chairman Rear
Admiral MH Khan, CIT

Bangladesh vice-chairman Air
Commodore Moinul Islam
were, among others, who also
spoke on the occasion.

Tk 10 cr anti-venom drug
plant lying idle

By staff correspondent

The only plant i1 the coun-
try that produces life-saving
daftti-venom drug {anti-toxin
seruins) is still lying idle de-
spite an increasing demand for
it *

An estimated 10,000 inci-
dents of snakebite take place in
the country annually. Many of
the victims die due to lack of
drugs and treatment facilities
or late ditagnosis,

The health ministry is yet to
take steps to bring the plant
into operation. The Daily Star
on August 13 published a report
on the potential and the fate of
the plant.

Despite its trial run and ca
pacity to produce ASVS in large
scale (targel 25,000 vials yearly)
and potential to produce three
other anti-poison drugs like

anti-diphtheria, anti-rabies

and antl tetanus ones, the plant

could not go into production
The Tk 10 croreplant is lying

unutilised at the Institute o
Public Health (IPH). Many of its
stall are not getting their salary
lor over ten months while funds
lo maintain the plant have al-
most been exhausted.

According to scientists at the
plant, drugs produced in it
would cest almost half the
amount compared to the same
drugs now being imported from

Schoolboy
shot dead in
Munshiganj

MUNSHIGANJ, Oct 20: A
schoolboy was gunned down
and 10 others were injured in a
clash between two rival groups
at Solarchar under Sadar thana
here today. police said, reports
BSS.

Akhter Hussain, a student of
class eight of Bakultala High
School and son of Nuruddin
Sarder, was killed in the clash.
Four of the injured were admit-
ted to Munshigan; Hospital.

The clash was a sequel 1o
previous enmity between two
rival groups of Mollkandi and
Adhara unions, police said.

The body of Akhter was sent
to Narayanganj Hospital for au-
topsy.

A case has been lodged with
Sadar thana.

AL, opposition
call meetings
at same venue
in Ctg today

From Our Correspondent

Chittagong, Oct 19: The port
city, where both the rumg
party and the opposition BNP
are to hold a public meeting to-
morrow, has become very tense
amid blasts in front of the City
Corporation building this
evening.

The upc‘msitmn party had
announced the local Laldighi
Maidan as the venue of its pro-
posed public meeting tomorrow
afternoon, towards the end of
the countrywide dawn to dusk
hartal (general strike).

Political circles of this port
city told The Daily Star that it
was as a matter of practice that
the ruling Awami League Party
always chose the same venue
and the same time for holding
their public meetings as the op-

ition BNP. as soon as the
atter announced their pro-
gramme. This time, too, there
was no exception, they com-
plained,

abroad. Currently, the govern-
ment spends miﬂiuns of taka
every yvear to import anti-poi-
son drgs.

The plant in the city was set
up with World Bank assistance
under a development p{,r.}lﬂ:l
that ended in 1995. The World
Health Organisation provided
technical expertise for training,
machinery procurement and
other requirements. i

The plant went into labora-
tory scale production in 1998
and produced about 100 vials of
anti-snake venom sera' ( ASVS)
on a trial basis.

Afsar Ali to

be set free

By Staff Correspondent

Badda police yesterday
asked the Dhaka Central Jail
authorities to set free Afsar Ali,
mistakenly arrested and sent to
the prison as suspect for plant-
ing of grenades in two mosques
and an anti-tank mine a
Janakantha office about two
weeks ago.

Asked whether police paid
any compensation to the victim
for their mistake, causing
losses to the daily wage earner,
a Badda thana official replied
in the negative.

"There is no provision for
paying compensation to the
persons arrested on grounds of
suspicion under section 54 of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure",

Afsar Ali, was taken on re-
mand for two days. He was later
sent to the Dhaka Central Jail
for further investigation.

An investigation carried out
by the Daily Star revealed that
Afsar Ali was mistakenly ar-
rested from Badda area in place
ol Afsar Ali Mollah. Police also
confirmed their mistake.

Badda police yesterday
claimed to have requested the
jail authorities for his release.

A day without
loadshedding

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
area experienced, for a change
in several weeks, a loadshed-
ding-free-day yesterday after a
few weeks.

The city has been experienc-
ing prolonged load shedding for
the last few weeks ostensibly
owing to shortage in power gen-
eration. A number of units of
the country’'s major power
plants remained closed due to
‘mechanical problems” that
caused the deficit in power gen-

eration,

According to the Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA), the city areas had no
load shedding yesterday. DESA
had been able to maintain an
uninterrupted supply of elec-
tricity throughout the day.

But the areas outside the
metropolis had to experience
some load shedding due to
shortage of power supply from
the power development board
(PDB).

According to DESA sources,
the PDB allocated 880 awatt
power for DESA for distribu-
tion in Dhaka Metropolitan
area and adjacent districts
which are also under its juris-

diction. The districts are
Naraynaganj, Munshiganj,
M an] and Gazipur.

Keeping the metropolitan
areas out of the su crntﬁa
caused by load shedding, the
DESA maintained 50 walt
power shortage in the adjacent
areas, the source said, Areas
like Savar, Nawabganj,
l'nﬂ[urx.-r.hligan_j*“:l Mirkadim,
N anj and Tongi experi-
enced the lpad shedding.

——

US diplomat
confirms
Clinton's trip
to South Asia

NEW DELHI, Oct 20: US
FPresident Bill Clinton will visit
India early next year even if he
does not got to Pakistan, the US
ambassador to New Delhi was
quoted today as saying, reports
AP

"He will certainly come to
India,” said US Ambassador
Richard Celeste during a video
dialogue with the Indian
American Forum . for Political
Education in Washington DC on
Tuesday.

Since the military coup in
Pakistan, it was the l}‘{rst state-
ment from a US official that
Clinton would be willing to
visit India without going to
Pakistan, a US ally.

However, Celeste did not
confirm previously announced
plans for Clinton to also visit
Bangladesh.

He also did not confirm the
expected dates for the South
Asia visit, which has been ten-
tatively planned for sometime
between mid-January and the
end of March.

Clinton had planned to visit
Pakistan and India in 1998, but
the trip was postponed when
both countries tested nuclear
weapons, bringing economic
sanctions from the United

States, Japan and other na-
lions.

Boat capsize;
3 drown in

Santoli beel
in Natore

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Oct 20: Three
people drowned and five others
were missing when an engine
boat capsized in Santoli Beel in
Boraigram thana in Natore
district yesterday noon.
Sources said, the boat with
about 40 passengers on boat left
Dhanaidaha Bridge for
Nagargram.
It capsized in the beel due to
heavy current and strong wind.
Of the dead, two were identi-
fied as Shapla, 22, and Hosna,
35. while the identity of a minor
girl could not be known. Other
passengers managed to swam

ashore. H_i_n_ﬂ_l
5500-strong
security net

for the city

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 5500 police and
BDR personnel will be deployed
across the city today for main-
taining law and order during
the opposition-called dawn-to-
dusk hartal, said official
sources,

Police were conducting
search on persons and vehicles
in different areas in the city to

revent supply of home-made

mbs and crackers on the eve
of hartal last night, sources
said.

The deployment began last
night in certain areas defined

| @s "lrouble spots”, the sources

said. These areas included
Mirpur, Moghbazar, Paltan,
Farm Gate, Mission Road.
Saidabad. Siddik Bazar, North
South Road and Jatrabari.

The number of total forces
deployed across the city this
time has been increased by
about 200 co to the last
harml[1 on October 3, the sources
said.

Police will be deployed in the
"key point installations” and
the market areas of the dur-
ing the hartal hours., the
sources said.

-

of the goddess

Durga puja ended yesterday with immersion of the image

— Star photo

Top alliance leaders

meet Jamaat chief

By Staff Correspondent

Top leaders of the BNP-led
opposition alliance met the
Jamaal Ameer yesterday and
agreed to take up effective pro-
grammes to dislodge the Awami
League government from power
within quickest possible time.

Secretaries general of BNP,
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islamic Oikya Jote and
their liaison committee repre-
sentatives held 80-minute ex-
clusive meeting from 11:15 am
with Golam Azam and discussed
ways to intensify oust-
government movemernt.

Earlier, they met with BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia on Oct
8, JP Chairman HM Ershad on
Oct 19. They will meet 10J chief
Azizul Haq on Friday at 9 am.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting held at Jamaat central
office, Jamaat publicity secre-
tary Abdul Quader Mollah said
the opposition parties are de-
termined to topple the AL gov-
ernment from power as soon as
possible through mass move-
ment.

e said the lop leaders of the
four parties discussed the fulure
course of action and reiterated
its commitmernt not to partici-
pate in any election under the
AL government.

"Now our main demand is to
hold parliament election before

all other polls. We have also de-
cided to resist the polls if the
government tries to hold them
without opposition participa-
tion,"” Mellah added.

The Jamaat leader said the
opposition parties had wanted
to allow the AL government to
complete its full term, but the
anti-state and anti-people ac-
tivittes and subservient policy
have forced the parties to
launch this oust-government
movement before the tenure.

Replying to a question,
Quader Mollah said the date for
holding the proposed summit
meeting of the four party chiefs
is yetl to be finalised.

The secretaries general on
completion of meetings with
party chiefs with sit with the li-
aison committee to decide the
matter, he said. |

BNP leaders Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan, M Shamsul Islam MP
and Anwar Zahid, JP leaders
Naziur Rahman Manjur, Kazi
Firoz Rashid and ABM Golam
Mostafa, Jamaat leaders Ma-
tiur Rahman Nizami, Abdul
Qader Mollah, Shaikh Ansar
Ali and ATM Azharul Islam,
and I0J leaders Fazlul Haq
Amini, ARM Abdul Matin,
Principal Mas-ud-Khan and
Abu Bakar Moslehuddin partic-
ipated in the meeting.

Megawat

Earlier today. in Habibie's
home province of South Su-
lawesi, 30,000 people burned
tires and chanted pro-Habibie
slogans in Ujungpandang after
they heard that he had left the
race.

"For the unity of the nation,
[ call on the people of Indonesia
to accept the results of the elec-
tion.,” Megawati said in par-
liament after she joined Wahid
and hundreds of other legisla-
lors in singing the national an-
them following the vote.

"Together with Megawati, I
celebrate our independence and
freedom," said Wahid, 59, better
known by his nickname, Gus
Dur,

The two said they would
travel outside parliament to-
%&ther and talk to thousands of
ervent Megawati supporters
who had gathered at Jakarta's
main tralfic circle for what
they ho would be a celebra-
tion of her victory in the elec-
tion.

Instead, they milled about,
someg still believing that
Megawali had won or would be
handed the country's top office

1 defeated

by Wahid,

lndonesia's powerful mili-
tarv said it would stand behind
Wahid. who won the election by
a vote of 373-t0-313, with five
abstentions.

A third candidate from a
small Muslim party pulled out

just belore voting started and
threw his support behind
Wahid.

The Indonesian Democratic
Party for Struggle of Megawati
— the popular daughter of
Sukarno, Indonesia’s ounding
father— had won the most seats
In a parliamentary election in
June, the country's freest in 44
years.

But no party won a majority,
That forced coalition huijlcling.
and Wahid proved to be :

more
olitically savvy than
egawati, a politician not

known for her skills as a back
room dealimmaker.

The country's financial
markets skyrocketed after
Habibie dropped out of the race,
then fell sharply when Wahid
was elected, with some analysts
saying they were concerned
about his poor health and lack
of specific economic policies.

Sushma won't
contest from

Bellary again

NEW DELHI, Oct 20: Sushma
Swaraj, who §avﬁ a tough fight
to Sonia Gandhi in Bellary, yes-
terday said she was not keen on
mntestlnﬁ again the seat va-
caled by the Congress president,
reports PTIL.

| will not contest again from
Bellary. 1 had gone there under
special circumstances to fight
Sonia Gandhi and not Congress
B_eg'ty. BJP leader Swaraj told

when asked to comment on
Sonia's decision to vacate
Bellary seat and retain Amethi.

Terming Sonia's decision to
resign from Bellary as routine,
Swaraj said she had been able
to explode the myth that
Bellary \1}33 the safest con-
slituency for the Congress as it
had returned the party in all the
Lok Sabha elections so far.

Swaraj, who lost to Sonia
over 56, votes, said she got
lead in two assembly segments

| than Sonia.

Exercise reduces

diabetes risk

CHICAGO, Oct 20: A study of
more than 70,000 women found
that exercise — even brisk walk-
ing — can reduce the risk of de-
veloping adult-onset diabetes,
reports AP.

The study of women partici-
pating in the Nurses Health
Study found that moderate to
vigorous exercise was associ-
ated with a 46 per cent lower
risk.

The researchers were led by
Dr Frank B Hu of the Harvard
School of Public Health.

The study, published in
Wtdnesdaas Journal of the
American Medical Association,
is in line with previous research
on both men and women.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the
National Institutes of Health
recommend at least 30 minutes
of moderate exercise a day.

Diabetes occurs when the
body is insulin-deficient, be-
comes impaired in its capacity
to use insulin, or both.

Durga Puja

ends

Durgfa Puja. the biggest reli-
gious festival of the Hindu
Community, ended yesterday
with the immersion of Goddess
Durga in rivers and ponds
across the country, reports
UNB.

Hundreds of devotees pa-
raded the city streets carrying
the images of Goddess be-
fore immersion those in the
river Buriganga.

The biggest Bijoya proces-
sion was brought out in the cap-
ital from Dhakeswari temple
premises.

Before the start of the Bijoya
rocession from the
hakeswari Temple, State Min-

ister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed said the present gov-
ernmient is determined to main-
tain communal harmony and
establish a non-communal so-
ciety.

E_l_urga Puja
President hosts
reception

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed hosted a reception for
the members of the Hindu
community at Bangabhaban
yesterday on the occasion of
Durga FI.Hi reports BSS,

President welcomed the
guests and enquired about their
wellare. He also exchanged
greetings with them.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Nurul Islam,
Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Deb MuRhariji,
Chitra Bhattacharya, MP,
Ramkrishna Mission chief
Swami Akkharananda, Hindu-
Boudha-Christian Oikya
Parishad chairman Major-
General (retd) CR Dutta, politi-
cal leaders, intellectuals and
senior journalists attended the
reception,

Khaleda concerned
at terrorism at
puja mandaps

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has expressed deep concern
at the incidents of terrorism at
Durga Puja mandaps, toll extor-
tion, damaging of idols and
construction of market at tem-
ple premises.

In a statement yesterday, she
said, that the unholy activities
of the terrorists centering the
puja and temples have once
again unveiled the naked char-
acter of Awami League's mis-
rule.

The Leader of the Opposition
said terrorists yesterday ob-
structed the Hindu believers
and devotees in their
building of idols, damaged idol,
extorted toll money from the
puja celebration committee and
occupied temple's land and
built up market there Feni,
Manikganj, Faridpur, Tangail,
Narsingdhi and Comilla.

She said those incidents had
not only angered the Hindu be-
lievers but also had concerned
other people irrespective of re-
ligion.

Khaleda Zia said the gov-
ernment was yet to take any
step against the terrorists . She
blamed the terrorists for their
unholy activities under the
shelter and protection of the
government.

Processionists
carrying images
of Durga clash

In city: 5 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

Al least five people were in-
jured when people from two
processions carrying images of
Durga clashed near the Central
Shaheed Minar at about 5:15
pm yesterday.

The processions were head-
ing toward Sadarghat for im-
mersion of the images of God-
dess Durga in the river Burig-
anga.

Hospital sources identified
the injured as Sankar Biswas,
23, Shyamol, 20, Sribash, 22,
Mﬂngnl):rﬂﬂr and Mithu, 22. They
clashed following an alterca-
tion over who should go first to
Sadarghat, sources gquoting the
injured said,

The injured were released af-
ter first aid. Further details
were nol available. The on duty
officer at Ramna thana could
not confirm the incident till fil-
ing of this report lastnight .

BCL factions clash
30 hurt, 20 shops,
houses ransacked

in Barisal town

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 20: At least 30

eople were injured, over 20

Enuse& and shops ransacked,
looted and torched when ruling
Farty backed Chhatra League
actions clashed at Kaunia in
the town this evening.

The two BCL factions. one
led by BCL cultural secretary
Monaem. while another by
Khokan Suhat were locked in a
clash at about 6.45 pm at
Kaunia, witnesses said.

Series of bombs were ex-
‘Qludtd. some shots were also
ired during one and half hour
clash. Police rushed to the spot
and fired tear gas shells to con-
trol the situation.

Additional police force have
been deployed to avert further
clash.

Tense situation is prevailing

! in the area.

puja and -

Shikdar confesses killing
Munir, Khalid

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 20: Ershad
Shikdar has confessed that he
had masterminded the murder
of Awami League leader and
businessman Sved
Hossain but not Jubo League
leader Khalid Hossain.

The murder of
Hossain was an accident and I

did not want him to die." he was

quoted to have told interroga-
tors on Tuesday night.

A KMP source quotin
Shikdar said that he had call
Syed Munir in the ice factory at
Skid Ghat and nobod
the plea of discussin
and lease of Jailk

It was mﬂ plan to kill Munir
and dump his dead body into

usiness
ana fer-

the river as I did in other cases.”

Ershad said.

He became furious seeing
Munir accompanied by his
younger brother Chayan,
Chhatra League leaders Ashit
and Ali Akbar Tipu and Jubo
League leader Khalid Hossain,
he was reported to have said.

His armed cadres put off
electric lights of the ice factory
and started beating Munir,
Chayan and Khalid with iron
rods and butts of sown-off ri-
fles, Shikdar told police.

Meanwhile, CL leaders Ashit
and Tipu managed to escape
from there and informed
Khulna thana police of the in-
cident.

Police rushed there and res-
cued Munir. Chayan and Khalid
with severe multiple injuries.

Later at midnight Khalid
Hossain died at Khulna Sadar
hospital.

‘It was beyond my imagina-
tion that Khalid will die. Rather
my plan was to 'finish’ Syed
Munir at any cost as he was my
business rival,” Ershad said to
interrogators,

Narrating how he had con-

Medical board
formed to check-up
Shikdar, Liaquat

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 20: A three-
member medical board has
been formed to check up Ershad
Shikdar and Liagquat Lashkar
who are reported to have be-
come 'unfit’ for further interro-
gation.

Headed by the Civil Surgeon,
Khulna. Shukur Ali Mridha,
the other members of the team
are Dr Moslem Ali and Dr S M
Malek.

Police will resume interro-
gation soon after %etling the re-
port of the medical team. said a
KMP source, '

Meanwhile, the police com-
missioner said senior police of-
ficials will continue interroga-
tion till Ershad Shikdar makes
judicial confession. Prepara-
tions are underway in this re-
gard, he said.

At present, there are only 17

lice officials in the team se-
I::i:tcd by the IGP for interrogat-
ing Ershad and his accomplices.
One of the senior police
ollicials of the 20-member team
has been tipped as a member of
UN peace-keeping mission in
East Timor, said a source in
KMP today.

Munir

Khalid

else on

ducted his illegal business using
his armed cadres except Noor-e-
Alam during his underground
life till his arrest, Shikdar said
the death of Jubo League leader
Khalid and marriage with
Shova. former wife of an
Awami League leader, were the
causes of "my fall”.

But he did not say anything
about the causes of his rise. the
KMP source quoting the inter-
rogators said.

Earlier on October 10.
Ershad denied his involvement
in the murder of Khalid -
Hossain. "l was in India for
medical treatment when Khalid
was killed in the armed attack.
Ershad said to interrogators on
October 10 showing a forged
medical certificate.

Meanwhile, Kotwali thana

lice today arrested Siddiqur

ahman (40), president of
‘Ershad Mukti Andolan’,

Police arrested him while he
was [rying to organise a proces-
sion at Skid Ghat at noon de-
manding release of Ershad and
rehabilitation of evicted
dwellers of railway land.

Hony Doctor of
Laws conferred

on Hasina

CANBERRA, Oct 20: The
Australian National University
today conferred on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina the de-
gree ol Doctor of Laws at a spe-
cial congregation saying "she
has been courageous in Opposi-
tion and an eftective reformer
in Government", reports BSS,

"She is a visionary who has
achieved balance in imple-
menting far-reaching reforms
whilst retaining and nurturing
traditional values in a large
and conservative society of
nearly 130 million people ” the
citation of the degree. read out
by Vice Chancellor Dr Annabe-
lle Bennett, said.

It added: "Often Sheikh
Hasina has had to exercise her
great political skills in an ad-
verse environment but she does
so without sacrificing her prin-
ciples.” B

Chancellor of the universﬂy
Prof Peter Baume, amid cheers -
of a distinguished gathering of
intellectual academics. cere-
monially conferred the degree
on Bangladesh Prime Minister.

'l confer upon you the hon-
orary degree of doctorate of
laws,"” he said.

In her speech, Sheikh
Hasina said, "It is my firm con-
viction that peace and stability
at home and in the region are
indispensable for sustainable
development.”

‘'l would like to assure you
that as long as [ live | will dedi-
cate myself to the rule of law
and democracy and champion
the cause of t?me poor and the
distressed and be the voice of
the voiceless,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina said she was
accepting the award on behalf
of the people of Bangi.Jdesh who
have "stood by me all along and
to whom I owe so much.”

"This award is not only a
tribute to me but a tribute to all
my people.” she said.

ee of Notre
Dame College (1949-1999)

Golden Jubile

Golden Jubilee Celebrations: Nov. 11, 12, 13, 1999

inaugurate the Jubilee.

Inauguration: Nov. 11: 4:00 PM, the honourable
President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed, has kindly consented to

Registration: Notre Damians who have not regis-
tered yet are requested to come to the college office
within Oct. 30 for registering their names. Notre
Damians can register by mail. For this they are to send
registration fee by crossed cheque in the name of
NOTRE DAME COLLEGE. They should include the
following details: 1. name, 2. session, 3. year of passing,
4. group, 5. roll number (if known), 6. present address
(for communication), 7. phones (office & residence),
8. profession (in some detail).

Registration fee: Tk. 200/- for Notre Damians
studying at any educational institution, Tk. 500 for
Notre Damians who completed his education &
Tk. 750 for Notre Damians with spouse.

Class Organizers: On the second day of the celebra-
tion, Saturday, Nov. 12, Notre Damians will meet in
separate groups (according to their academic years)
with their classmates. For this representative from each
academic year is needed. Those who are interested to
take on this duty should please contact Mr. Sushanta
Sarkar by mail, telephone (9565547) or in person.

* ].S. Peixotto CSC Phone:832695 Benjamin Costa
Convener, Golden  e-mail:notredam Principal, Notre
Jubilee Celebration @citechco. net Dame College
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