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Howard praises economic reforms

Bangladesh committed to peace
for development: Hasina

CANBERRA, Oct 20: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday reaffirmed Bangladesh's
unflinching commitment to
peace and stability at home and
in the region as peace and de-
velopment are inextricably in-
terlinked, reports UNB.

"Bangladesh is, therefore,
committed to disarmament
which has been clearly mani-
fested in our signing of CTBT
(Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty). Bangladesh is also the
first country in South Asia to
sign the Anti-personal Mine
Convention,” she said at a lun-
cheon hosted in her honour by
Australian Prime Minister
John Howard at the Parliament
House,

About conclusion of the
Canberra Commission that
"The proposition that nuclear
weapors can be retained in per-
petuity and never used accidg.-e -
tally, or by decision. defies
credibility,” the Prime Minister
said the "only complete defence
is the elimination of nuclear
weapons and assurances that
they will never be produced
again.”

About bilateral relations
with Australia, Hasina said
Bangladesh was keen about en-
hancing trade ties with Can-
berra. She said the present level
of trade and narrow range of
products did not reflect the full
trade potential in this area.

The Prime Minister noted
there was no major hindrance
to developing the trade and
economy existing between the

_two countries.

In this context, she pointed
out that with increased activi-
ties among the SAARC member
countries, South Asia is now a
potential regional market with
more than 1.3 billion people.

She urged the Australian
private sector to consider un-
dertaking their operations in
Bangladesh and use Bangladesh
asas rin,ﬁboard for production
and distribution of their prod-
ucts in the region,

Hasina hoped that her visit
would open up a new chapter in

excellent bilateral relationship

and promote future cooperation
between the two nations.
Hosting the luncheon Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
Howard said Australia felt
proud of its association with
Bangladesh. He praised Sheikh
Hasina's leadership in restor-
ing democracy, the rule of law
and peace despite many chal-
lenges,
oward also alppreciated
various economic reforms, eco-
nomic opening which started
delivering benefits to the peo-
ple. "Economic growth of over 5
Ber cent is quite encouraging for
an_l%}adesh.“ he said.
e Australian Prime Min-
ister stressed the need for peo-
ple-to-people contact for fur-

ther -prnmnting the relations
between the two peoples.

Leader of the Opposition Kim
Beazley MP also spoke at the
luncheon meet welcoming
Sheikh Hasina as a greet leader
committed to the welfare of the
people of Bangladesh and global

peace. A
At the luncheon mecting the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
told her audience that her gov-
ernment had undertaken poli-
cies and programmes with pri-
ority to market reforms, d:regi
ulation of the economy. acce
eration of privatisation, trans
parency in decision-making
and governance.

"My objective has been eco-
nomic development with a hu-
man face that empowers
women, caters to the education
of the children. and cares for
the elderly.”

She said accordingly her
government had undertaken
three specific programmes for
poverty alleviation which are
pension schemes for the el-
derly, housing fund for the
homeless and an employment
bank for the unemploy youth
of the country which are having
4 positive impact on poverty-
reduction drive,

She said the people of
Bangladesh for historical rea-
sons have great regards for the
people and government of Aus-
tralia. "All of you stood by us in
hour of our struggle, in our
moment of distress during the
?Sﬁ of our Liberation War in

-
-
-

She also paid tributes to a

eat Australian, WAS Ouder-
and, who fought alongside
Bangladesh's independence
heroes and was subsequently
awarded the nation's gallantry
award 'Bir Protik’ for his con-
tribution to the Liberation War.,

" Tributes paid
to CPB leader

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a commemora-
tive meeting paid rich tribute to
Comrade Barin Dutt, an organ-
iser of the country's War of
Liberation and a former general
secretary of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB).

CPB organised the meeting
at the party office in the city
yesterday in observance of the
sixth anniversary of death of
Dutt, whose entire life and
works were dedicated to the
causes of democratic and non-
communal values.

A party press release said
last night that the speakers at
the meeting vowed to work for
the benefit of timing millions
by rescuing the current trend of
politics being guided by the ter-
rorists. They also called for im-
buing with the spirit of revolu-
tionists like Dutt.

With party leader Morshed
Ali Khan in the chair, the meet-
ing was addressed, among oth-
ers, by CPB gerieral secretar
Mujghidul Islam Selim, presid-
i w«member- Hena - Das, .
Ganatantri Parly leader Azizul
Islam Khan, farmers' leader
Sazzad Zahir Chandan and stu-
dent leader Hasan Tariq
Chowdhury Sohel.

Workshop on
gender issues
concludes

A three-day workshop titled
‘In-depth Reporting on Gender
Issues”, organised by News
Network, concluded in Thakur-
gaon on Tuesday, reports UNB.

A total of 25 journalists and
freelance writers from local
and national dailies partici-
pated in the workshop at HADS
conference room, said a press
release here today. -

News Network Editor Shahi-
duzzaman, Special Correspon-
dent of daily Ittefaq Hassan
Shahriar, Executive Director of
Nari Uddog Kendra Mashuda
Khatun Shefali and Sultana

m, Country Representative
of Diakonia, a Swedish donor
agency, conducted the work-

op.
J?Erld Hossain, the Bureau
Chief of Associated Press in

Dhaka, mcy:il:rated the work-
shop.

.the meeting held at the

i manded that the

Opening of agri faculties at tech varsities -

Leading agriculturists
condemn govt move
By Staff Correspondent

Leading agriculturists of the
country have denounced gov-
ernment’s plan of opening agri-
culture faculties in the 12 pre-
posed science and technuﬁﬁy
universities instead of upgrad-
ing the existing agriculture col-
leges into independent agricul-
ture universities.

At a meeting of the Bangla-
desh Agriculture Institute (BAI)
Old Boys' Association in the
city on Tuesday night, they
demanded the government upg-
rade three agriculture colleges
into agriculture universities
and establish three new agri-
culture universities in Sylhet,

Chittagong and Khulna
divisions.

The Association President
«and: former: agriculttire’ minis-
ter. Mahbubuzzaman, chairgd
BAI con-

ference room. S

Sources present at the meet-
ing told The Daily Star yester-

day that the government's plan

of opening up agriculture facul-
ties in the proposed universities
was impractical, as there were
no provision for adequate land
acquisition. The meeting also
noted that at least 100 acres of
land is required for research,
farming, livestock and piscicul-
ture purposes in each of varsi-
ties, for higher education in
agerécullure to be properly deliv-
ered.

strongly de-
government

keep higher education in agri-
culture under the Ministry of

Chehlum

The chehlum -of Ayubur
Rahman, a former secretary of
Ministry of Works and former
chiel engineer of Road and
Highway Department, will be
held tomorrow at his residence
at 27/1 West Malibagh after Asr
prayers. says a press release,

All friend. relatives and well
wishers of Rahman have been
requested to attend the milad
mahfil and pray for the salva-
tion of his departed soul.

The meetin

Agriculture instead of handing
those over to the Education
Ministry, as is the norms, in all
other neighbouring countries.
They expressed concern at the
government's recent conversion
of Haji Danesh Agriculture
College in Dinajpur into a sci-
ence and technology university
and also its plan for similar
conversion of an agriculture
college in Patuakhali.

The meeting, was attended,
among others, by members of
the AFricu]ture Commission
and a former DG of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Extension
([DAE), Shahidul Islam, two ex-
DGs of Bangladesh Jute Rese-
arch Institute (BJRI), Dr HM
Mosharraf Hossain and Dr

¢ ‘Aminul Islam, ex-DG of Bangla-

desh Agriculture Research
Institute (BARI), Dr Md Héssain
Mandal, current DG of BJRI, Dr
SM llﬁlas. ex-DG of Bangladesh
Rice Research [nstitute [BRRI),
Dr Azizul Islam, present DG of
BARI, Dr M A Razzak, Principal
of the BAI, Prof Shahadatullah,
ex-Director of BRRI, Dr Nasi-
muddin, ex-principal of Haji
Danesh Agriculture College, Md
Yasin All, ex-Director of DAE,
Giasuddin Milky. and a former
director of agriculture, M A
Samad, '

Former DU student
held for attempt

to mug teacher

By DU Correspondent

Police Eﬂsterda}r arrested
Hafizar Rahman, a former stu-
dent of Dhaka University who
made an abortive effort to mug
his teacher on the campus on
Wednesday.

Camgms sources said police
arrested him at about 8 am
from in front of Zahurul Hagq
Hall of the university, where he
used to reside illegally.

When contacted, Ramna po-
lice said Hafizar was arrested
fullnwinﬁ a mug%:lljg case filed
against him by a teacher on
Wednesday. He was sent to the
CMM court yesterday morning,
police added. :
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Hasina urges
€xpatriates to
enhance country's

image abroad

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged
Bangladeshi expatriates to en-
hance the image of the country
and contribute to its economic
development, reports UNB from
Canberra.

Speaking at a reception at
the residence of Bangladesh
Hiﬁh Commissioner to Aus-
tralia last evening, she said
Bangladesh has redeemed its
image following the govern-
ment's economic and people-
oriented Frngramme.

‘Bangladesh will no longer
be identified as a country of
poverty, disease and natural
calamities... we want to emerge
as an economically developed
nation," Hasina said.

She said in the past there
was no specific policy to make
the country economically self-
reliant. After assuming power,
the present government has un-
dertaken various pragmatic
policies and programmes for
improving economic condition
of the people.

Hasina also spelt out

schemes including housing and
micro-credit programmes for
the poor people. She assured
that the government will extend
cooperation so Bangladeshi ex-
patriates can buy houses in the
cuuntr{.
Earlier, the Prime Minister
planted a sapling of Eucalyptus
at the new site of Bangla}gcsh
High Commission, A chancery
complex will be constructed at
its own land of over 7.000
square metres.

Australian Leader
of Opposition

calls on Hasina

Australia’'s Leader of the Op-
position Kim Beazley MP called
on Sheikh Hasina yesterday
and discussed bilateral matters.
especially functioning of par-
liamentary democracy in
Bangladesh, UNB reports from
Canberra.

Hasina said her government
introduced the PM's question-
answer session in parliament
and strengthened parliamen-
tary committees to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity of the government.

She also referred to the gov-
ernment programme for em-
powerment of women and elec-
tion of 14,000 women represen-
tatives to the Union Parishads.

Kim Beazley praised the
leadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in at-
taining independence of
Ean%adesh. He also expressed
his shock at the August 15, 1975
assassination of the leader.

Reception

Earlier, a warm and hearty

reception was accorded to

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
‘at the . HatmnaL .Efﬂlfﬂﬂent

building.

Nineteen artillery éuna were !

boomed heralding tHe arrival of
the Prime Minister Hasina at
the magnificent Parliament
House in the morning.

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard received her at
the eastern plaza of the parlia-
ment where Sheikh Hasina was
given guard of honour by a
smartly turned out contingent
drawn from the Royal Aus-
tralian Army, Navy and Air
Force.

Trade minister

Australian Minister for
Trade Mark Vaile also called
Sheikh Hasina yesterday and
discussed ways for promoting
bilateral trade between Dhaka
and Canberra,

The Prime Minister sug-
gested low tariffs on textile and
jute products and increase in
the Australian imports from
Bangladeshi to reduce a widen-
ing trade gap. She also suggested
diversification of imports from
Bangladesh.

ark Vaile assured the
Prime Minister that his gov-
ernment would consider the
matter of reducing the trade
imbalance.

Ershad's call to
make hartal
a success

Urging the people to make
today's daylong nationwide
hartal a success, Jatiya Party
Chairman H M Ershad has said
the country's constitutional
posts were being used in party
interests, reports UNB.

“We have no option, but to go
ahead with the one-point oust-
government movement as the
people want to get rid of this re-
pressive government," Ershad
said in a statement yesterday.

He said, "This government
has failed on all fronts to run
the country ... its failures have
brought the country to its
knees.

Accusing the government of
patronising the terrorists, the
JP chief said the government
has failed to bring the bank
loan defaulters, bank invaders
and share market manipula-
tors to justice by enacting new
laws.

. former

Budgetary cuts will affect

cultural activities abroad
Visiting German MPs tell The Daily Star

Prof Dr Erika Schuchardt, a
member of the German Parlia-
ment, underscored the need for
E;nater cultural cooperation

tween Bangladesh and Ger-
many and expressed concern
over budgetary cuts made in the
cultural sphere.

"It is important that the
German government restore the
budget in the cultural sector to
enable inter-cultural learning
between Germany and the de-
veloping world." Erika said.

An opposition MP belonging
to the Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) in the Bundestag,
Erika long with four other
Parliamentarians are now on a
six-day visit to Bangladesh as
members of the German-South
Asian Parliamentary Group in
the Bundestag. Erika deals with
education and research, foreign
affairs, human rights and cul-
ture as member of the Parlia-
ment Commission.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the German MP, who was a
Vice President of
UNESCO from her country was
critical of the ruling Social
Democratic Party [SPD) for
making budgetary cuts in the
cultural sphere leading to clo-

sure of 'Goethe Instituts’ abroad, .

decrease in cultural exchange
programmes and social interac-
tion.

However, when approached
for her views on the subject
Brigittee Adler, a German rul-
ing party MP and leader of the
visiting German delegation
concurred that budgetary cuts
have been made but said the
Emgramme was taken not by

er party but the former ruling
party of Chancellor Helmut
Kohl.

Prof Schuchardt said, the
German government was plan-
ning reduction in the activities
of the Goethe Instituts world-

By M Anwarul Haq

wide within three to four years.
She told the Goethe Instituts
have already been closed down
in Kathmandu, Hyderabad and
Lahore and eleven more clos-
ings were planned by
2000. These institutes are lo-
cated in Central America,
United States, France, Italy,
Great Britain and Sweden.

"Every Goethe Institut is a
key to new life, to education and
inter-cultural exposure. Greater
opportunities for learning
would integrate the German
people with foreign peoples.”

he said programme cuts
may even be expected of German
radio-Deutsche Welle.

"If war starts in the minds of
people, then seeds of peace has
also to be planted in the minds
of the people." the Professor
said, explaining that the Goethe
Instituts worldwide were
known to be excellent centres
for creativity and learning.

Criticising the ruling SPD,
she said, "It shows how the new
government is narrow in its
outlook. It does not have the vi-
sion to understand the impor-
tance of education and culture.”

Later talking to The Daily
Star, leader of the German
Parliamentary delegation
Brigittee Adler, a member of the
ruling SPD, said that it is true
that budgetary cuts had to be.
made in different sectors. This
has been done particularly to
direct attention to other core
areas after the reunification of
Germany. She agreed that there
was need for strengthening the
cultural scene, particularly in
relation to overseas contacts.
However, she pointed out that
the decision to make budgetary
cuts was actually a continua-
ton of the policy adopted by the
previous ruling party and could
not be said to a new agenda of

early

JCD, BCL hold pro,
ant1 hartal rallies

on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Leaders of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) yesterday

| urged the student community to

save the country's hard-earned
democracy by rejecting the
Opposition enforced country-
udcﬁ: dawn-to-dusk hartal to-
day

BCL, the Awami League
backed student organisation,
brought out a procession and
held a rally on the Dhaka
University campus yesterday in
protest against the hartal.

They termed the hartal as
"illogical” and Accused. the
Oppositiori of calling hartals
frequently to destabilise peace
in the country.

BNP's student front
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal [JCD)
also brought out a procession
and held a rally on the campus

esterday to drum up support
or the hartal.

JCD leaders urged the ple
to topple the "anti-people and
autocratic® AL government by
making the hartal programme
a success,

Presided over by Monjur
Elahi. the rally was also ad-
dressed by Ajimul Bari Helal,
Rafiwul Islam Bakul, Sultan
Salauddin Tuku, Forhad
Hossain Azad, Mostafizul Islam
Mamun and Basiruddin Hasan
Mamun.

Zillur returns
today

Awami League General Sec-
retary and LGRD and Coopera-
tives Minister Zillur Rahman
will return home from China
today, reports BSS.

e minister attended a con-
ference of cooperatives Minis-
ters of Asia-Pacific region in
Beijing.

BAF holds rclief
cxercise on
new LCT

A special exercise onboard a
newly built Landing Craft Tank
(LCT) of the Bangladesh Army
was held near the Meghna
bridge on Tuesday, says an ISPR
press release,

The 217 ft long and 40 ft wide
LCT, built at the Narayanganj
Dockyard can be used to
despatch army tanks, 8, ve-

| hicles, ration and troops, It will

also be used to conduct relief,
rescue and medical assistance
programme in flood affected
and coastal areas during natu-
ral calamities.

As part of the exercise a heli-
coptier of the Bangladesh Air
Force made several landings
onboard the LCT to demon-
strate quick despatch of relief
goods through floating helipad.

The Engineer-in-Chief of the
Bangladesh Arm Major
General Abdul Hafiz {{allik and
high civil and military officials
were also present on the occa-
sion.

Erratum

A news item on the Election
Commission’'s exchange of
views with political parties said
yesterday: The Awami League
delegation told the EC that the
elections of the local bodies
should be held before the month
of Ramadan. In fact, the delega-
tion said that the city corpora-
tion polls should be held before
the month of Ramadan, while
Upazila Parishad elections af-
ter the Ramadan. We regret the
mistake.

the new government led by
Chancellor Schroder.

"The new government is
bound by treaties and things
done by the past Em.rernmtnt.“
Brigittee Adler said.

he hoped that it would be
possible to retain the maximum
efficacy of the Gothe Instituts
and aﬁreed they were centres of
good learning, education and
cultural communication'.

Barbara Meyer-Marroth.
Directress of the Goethe Institut
in Dhaka told The Daily Star
that she was concerned over the
budgetary cuts and said it was
likely that the activities of the

only German institute in
adesh would be reduced in
the future.

She said the Dhaka Institute
had three departments — cul-

tural, language and library, It
does a lot of workshops in vari-

ous fields like art, literature.
and theatre.
"Lot of cooperation will be

elfected with the film-makers.
alternative film-makers. in
video edltin% and other areas.
Hundreds of Bangladeshi stu-
dents cht the opportunity to

learn German from here.” she
said,
Talking to the five MPs of

the German Parliamentary del-
e}%atinn_ three of whom are from
the ruling SPD and two from
the opposition CDU/CSU, it was
apparent that they espoused a
strong sense of German unity.

d drunks held
with firearm
in front

of DU ﬁéldl

By DU Correspondent

Five young men were ar-
rested in drunken condition
with a pistol in front of
Bangladesh Kuwait Moitri Hall,
a dormitory for female students
of Dhaka University on
Wednesday night.

The arrested were identified
as Mizanur Rahman Titu, Iftier
Zahir Parag, Nasim Ahmed.
Motiur Rahman and Rafiqul
Islam Bitan. A licensed piston
loaded with bullets was recov-
ered from Rafiqul's possession,

Campus sources said the

. Vice-chancellor and Proctor of

- the university along with police

. forces rushed to the spot at
. about 9:30p.m on Wednesday
' night soon aftey they came to

know that some youths were

t:re.la]lling panic in front of the
hall.

The VC asked the police to
nab the young men as they were
taking liquor openly and hurl-
ing abuses to each other. A few
men however managed to flee,
sources said.

Campus sources said the
youths, with firearms in their
possession, had been openly
drinking liquor and using abu-
sive language in front of the
dormitory for several days cre-
ating a tense situation in the
area.

"But police failed to arrest
them despite repeated request
by the DU authorities,” said an
university official preferring
anonymity said.

en contacted, Dhanmon-

di police said that the arrested
were sent to jail yesterda
morning. A case was also fil
with Dhanmondi police in this
connection last night,

BCIC
Tender Notice

Rfratefi’a st e o waefes g

Mahaging Director, Chhatak Cement Co. Ltd., Chhatak,
Sunamganj invites sealed quotation for supply of Gypsum against

Tender No. PUR/D/1/99-2000. Tender will be opened on 03.11.99 at
3-00 PM at Purchase Division, BCIC Head Office. Dhaka &
Purchase Section, Chhatak Cement Co. Ltd., Chhatak. Tender
documents will be available against cash payment of Tk. 750/~ from

. 1) BCIC Head Office, 30-31,

Dilkusha C/A. Dhaka; 2) BCIC

Branch Office, 6, Agrabad C/A., Chittagong & 3) Chhatak Cement
Co. Ltd., Chhatak. No tender documents will be sold on opening day.

BCIC-1001-13/10/99
-DFP-23084-17/10

G-1864
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Titas Transmision & Distribution Co Ltd

A Com of Petrobangla
"Titas Gas .p:%ngg

Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

: Bazar Commercial ﬁraa, Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh
Fax: 880-2-9120513, Phone: 880-2-819380, PABX: 812135-42 E. Mail:

as @ bdonine.com

Emergency Phones: 9563667, 9563668 & 819379 (Day & Night)

Invitation for Bids (IFB) for Procurement of Gas
Pipeline Materials under Cash Foreign Exchange

1 Sealed bids are invited from the bonafide manufacturers or their

Date of Issuance of IFB: 12-10-1999.

authorised agents for supply of Gas Pipeline Materials as

listed below ug;!arl chsl*?u foreign exchange:

res I

o %ﬁ'ﬂiﬁrﬂs

~8I.No Description of Materials Gu_rsogf_"fﬂnaer Bid Closing Date
1 | PD.2312/379-REG() Gas Prassure Regulator. mﬂ-:, 1 %Eﬂ 06-12-1999
2 | PD.2312/379-STRAINER Strainer. cﬁ} é_ﬂ“{% T 06-12-1999
2312/379-BV(1 Screwed Ball Valve Tk. 1,000.00 07-12-1399
N i t | oUssotoo |
4, PD.2312/379-SEPARATOR Centrifugal Type In-line Gas/Liquid Tk. 1,000.00 08-12-1999 |
- o Separator. | orus$2100 | 7
5 | PD.2312/379-GAUGE() Prassure Gauge. QJEE;%'?]{}D 00-12-1999
& | PD.2312/379-AUDCO T Audco Multipurpose Lubricant. Tk 50000 | 09121999
—.mj T = cae | _orus$mtoo | ]
[ ' | | Ma Purchase) at the above address. |
e A g
| : ; i ;
TONGY TACAIDT Bvidencing purch Yohad

sa

4 %ﬂe
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1

company reserves
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s | <h must b dolvered 1o ransmission & bis i}
%‘gﬂ?{j or %Emav%ﬁﬁ?}ﬁg tgy”ﬁ%fm%ﬂ%% |i§E EPQEW%DBE&S
id or reject all the bids without assigning any reason whatsoever.
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Titas /PR-36 /99-2000
DFP-23050-17 /10
G-1

Deputy General Manager (Purchase)

A BAF helicopter landing on a Landing Craft Tank (LCT)
| of the Bangladesh Army during a relief and salvage
- exercise held near the Meghna Bridge on Tuesday.
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