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Bid to make
L]

tennis more

endertaining

LONDON, Oct 19: Tennis
chiefs here Monday unveiled a
new lighter way to treat volatile
players in an attempt to make
the game more entertaining, re-
ports AFP.

Following discussions with
the ATP Tour, WTA Tour and
Grand Slam organisers, the In-
ternational Tennis federation
[ITF) has abolished its "three
strikes and out” policy whereby

layers could be disqualified

rom a match for three indis-
cretions such as racquet-throw-
ing or swaﬁn?.

The ITF will now experiment
with a system where a third
minor offence will now see the
offending player forfeit a game
with the first offence bringing a
verbal warning and the second
a point penalty.

"We want to avoid a player
being disqualified from a Wim-
bledon semi-final for just a
quick "one-two-three" series of
offences." said ITF executive di-
rector Bill Babcock.

‘In my experience, player
behaviour has improved over
the past 10 years. However
players may now feel more free
to express themselves in the fu-
ture under our new rules. Of
course we don't want J)Iayers go-
ing out on court and shouting
obscenities but maybe they feel
a little restricted in what they
say at present.”

However, following three
warnings - and in the case of a
'flagrant Code Violatior' - the
official reserves the right to
disqualify.

A further change to be made
will be the introduction of a two
minute break at the end of every
set.

This replaces the 90 second
break which is currently taken
at the change-over after the
first game of each set.

‘It will help commercially
and it will also give a shape to
the match. Spectators normally
like to let off some steam and
talk between sets and this
change will allow them to do
50."

The change also means three
consecutive games will be
played at the start of a set if
only one game was played fol-
lowing the final rest period in
the previous set.

.The experimental rule
changes will apply to Grand
Slam tournaments, Davis Cup
and Federation Cup matches, as
well as in all ATP and WTA
tournaments beginning on
January 1 2000.

The ITF Annual General
Meeting in June 2000 will de-
cide if the rule changes are to
become permanent.

18-month ban
on Dodson

LONDON, Oct 19: British
boxer Adrian Dodson was
banned for 18 months Monday
for biting his opponent during a
Commonwealth middleweight
title fight, reports AP.

The British Boxing Board of
Control cited Dodson for
"I:rringing the sport into disre-
pute.” In addition to the ban, he
was fined 1,000 pounds (dirs
1,600).

The board ruled that Dodson
was guilty of biting Canada's
Alain Bonnamie in the 12th
and last round of their Oct 5
bout in London.

Dodson said he would con-
sider an appeal.

"We had a fair hearing but
the sentence is very harsh,” the
29-year-old Dodson said. "Mike
Tyson served only one year afl-
ter chewing Evander Holyfield's
ear. We will think about an ap-
peal.”

Dodson was five rounds
ahead on referee John Keane's
scorecard with just 50 seconds
of the fight remaining at
London’'s Royal National Hotel,
when the fighters tangled on the
ropes and Bonnamie emerged
with bite marks to his midriff.
Dodson was immediately dis-
qualified.

At a news conference last
week, Dodson apologized but
denied biting his opponent. He
said his mouthpiece remained
in place and that he "pinched"
Bonnamie with his mouth.

Elber to stay
upto 2004

COLOGNE, Germany, Oct 19:
Brazilian international
Giovane Elber signed on for
another three years with
Bundesliga champions Bayern
Munich Monday, reports AFP.

Elber., who is still finding
his form after a knee operation
in March which kept him out of
last season's European Cup and
German Cup finals, has scored
26 goals in 57 appearances for
Bayern.

His new contract keeps him
at Bayern until the end of June,
2004.

"l had offers from Spain but
Bayern were quicker, and be-
sides my wife didn't want to 5-‘.}
to Spain,” Elber, who currently
earns around 4.5 million
marks (2.5m dollars) a year,
said.

"After Bayern all that will be
left is Brazil. 1 will be 32 or 33
then. play two more years in
Brazil. and then enjoy life after
that.”

Bayern wanted to break the
news on Saturday when they
beat Hertha Berlin but the an-
nouncement was delayed by the
sacking of controversial winger
Mario Basler.

Basler has declared war on
Bayern and says he will only
move to another club if Bayern
agree to waive their right for a
transfer free. Basler has a con-
tract until the end of the season
and feels so unjustly treated by
Bayern he wants to avoid the
club getting a single penny by
selling him.

In a worst case scenario,
Basler has said he will sit out
his contract on the sidelines -
costing the club millions - and
leave the club in June as a free

agent.
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AMSTERDAM,

4 fﬂi\ Oct 19: The chief
'WJRG of Euro 2000 is

Flensed four of the
ive big soccer na-
tions have gquali-
fied for next year's finals but
will not be drawn on whether he
wants number five — England.
"I'm very happy. There was a
meeting at UEFA two weeks ago,
and the people said there are
five big countries in Eur in
terms of clubs and, look, we've
ot four of them.” tournament
irector Alain Courtois told
Reuters in an interview.

» 2000

France, Germany. Italy and
Spain are certain to be playing
in Belgium and the Netherlands
next June. The participation of
number five, England, will de-
pend on a two-legged play-off
against Seotland next month.

The interior and justice
ministries of the host nations,
and much of the local popula-
tion. may breathe a sigh of re-
lief if Scotland win. If England
do not qualify, some of Europe’s
worst behaved fans will stay at
home.

Courtois adopts a neutral
stance, insisting the organisers
do not want anyone, except the
hooligans, to feel excluded.

"Everyone is welcome. We
are not going to bar anyone ...
although people who come must
know of course that we are go-

ing to be very strict. They must
know what the security mea-
sures are,” he said. -

The authorities believe they
can identify previous trouble-
makers at the borders and de-
port them.

The local police will also be

iven special powers to seize
ans who are causing trouble
and hold them for eight hours.

"Take for example the people
in Lens during the World Cup
who were provoking trouble the
whole day. We want to give the
police the possibility to hold
these people to protect the rest,”
Courtois said.

The organisers also believe
their ticketing policy will help
fight the hooligan threat.

Tickets are being made
available to fans. two per appli-
cant, and not to tour operators.
Recipients also need to provide
their names, which are printed
on the ticket. The principle is
only "real” fans will come and
their names will be known.

"We have taken into account
what happened in France, US
(1994 World Cup), England
(Euro 96). We specifically de-
cided not to involve tour opera-
tors.” Courtois said.

He said the application pro-
cess had involved checks. Only
those named will be allowed in.
although Courtois did not say
whether there would be identity
checks outside each game.

‘It's also subject to control.
We haven't worked out the Sys-
tem yet. [ can't tell you how it
will take place. but it will."
Courtois said,

So far. 400,000 tickets have
been sold to the general public.
A further 400,000 will be made

' available from December to na--’
tional football associations
whose teams have qualified.

After security, one mal'lﬂr
headache is likely to be tralfic
congestion. The roads around
the major cities in densely
populated Belgium and the
Netherlands are f{requently
jammed. Euro 2000 will simply
add to the numbers.

The respective ministries
are currently trying to produce
a coordinated "mobility plan.”

“We are looking into the pos-
sibility of special reductions for
transport fares ... It's a question
of using public transport and of
getting people to the stadiums
in time.," Courtois said.

Courtois hopes that, in cities
such as Amsterdam, fans will
be persuaded to rely on public
transport. Euro 2000 is a big
event, he says, but he does not
want to be remembered for
bothering millions of local
residents.

"l always say a European
tournament must not get in the
way of the normal business of
the locals,” he said.

AUXERRE, Fra-
nce, Oct 19: Auxe-
rre's legendary
coach Guy Roux
celebrated his
61st birthday
Monday with his team on top of
the French First Division,
reports AFP.

Consecutive victories last
week over Strasbourg and
Bastia saw Auxerre leapfrog
their wealthy rivals and Roux
said: "I thank them (the players)
for this present. I have rarely
lost on my birthday week."

Unbelievably it is Roux's
39th year in charge of Auxerre,
who were in the French equiva-
lent of the sixth division when
he took the reins in 1961.

Believed to be the world's
longest serving coach with the
same club Roux has trans-
formed the team into regular
contenders for honours despite
the Burgundy side being run on
a shoestring budget.

But he turned the team into a
Eenuinf force in French foot-

all with one of the most fa-
mous youth policies in world
football. They won the French
Cup in 1994 and in 1996 they
didd ¥l French League and Cup
double. They have played 58
malches in European competi-
tion including one Champions
League quarter-final.

However, last season it
looked as though Auxerré's long
love affair with Roux was com-
ing to a close. The club only es-
caped relegation on the last day
of the season with Roux threat-
ening to quit in the summer.

He had been forced to sell
French World Cup
Stephane Guivarc'h and Lionel
Charbonnier as well as play-
maker Sabri Lamouchi 1)1"1
summer 1998 and was also
miffed when his club chairman

stars .

Jean-Claude Hamel refused
permission to French football
chiefs headhunting Roux as a
replacement to World Cup win-
ning coach Aime Jacquet after
France 98,

But Roux decided to stay on
and has transformed the for-
tunes of the team. He only made
one major buy over the summer,
bringing Guivarc'’h back to the
club after a dismal year with

Newcastle and Glasgow Rangers
for the same fee he commanded
when he left.

Guivarc’h has found his
goal-scoring touch again with
eight goals so far this term, sec-
ond only to Monaco's David
Trezeguet in the French first di-
vision.

Guivarc’h forms a four-
ronged offensive unit with
ellow French World Cup win-
ner Bernard Diomede, Steve
Marlet and Stephane Carnot.
Diomede, however, is out of

contract with the club and Roux
admits he could move at any
time.

A really happy birthuay for Roux

~ But Roux's famed youth pol-
Icy is always likely to produce
replacements. Former
Manchester United hero Eric
Cantona, former Marseille de-
fender Basile Boli and
Bordeaux's current French in-
ternational striker Lilian
Laslandes are among the most
fammous products,

Roux hails from Colmar in
Alsace and was born into a mil-
itary family and exerts a mili-
tary-style discipline over his
Players. He is known to fre-
quent nightclubs on the hunt
for players who may be break-
ing curfew. )

- He had a brief stint as a
Limoges player but. realising he
was not going to make the
grade, came to Auxerre in 1961

as coach.

The virtually unknown club
then only had one small stand
and no showers - players had to
wash at a nearby water pump.

QOutside Auxerre that year
Soviet Union cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin became the first man
in space, John Kennedy was the
American president while it
was a year before the Beatles
had their first hit,

Auxerre finally reached the
first division in 1980 and - de-
spite their scare last season -
have stayed there ever since.

Roux is a national celebrity
in France and is a regular pun-
dit on French television. He is
also Auxerre's general manager
and helps the groundsman out
with the pitch when required.
He is also President of the
French Football Coaches.

Roux has one remaining
ambition to beat the French
record, held by Kader Siroud, of
700 first division matches as a
coach. That would mean Roux
would have to complete two
more seasons plus two games,
ensuring that he would still be
at the helm in 2001 - his fifth
decade in charge of the club.

He is well aware that he is
the last of his generation still
on the touchline and says:
"There is a great sense of empti-
ness surrounding me."

Roux knows he has a lot of
work to do to kéep A.I.}KE'.I'I"E on
top as some of his rivald - Lyon,
Paris St Germain, Marseille
and Monaco spring to mind -
have spent fortunes on players
that Auxerre can only dream of.

He said: "We are a luck
leader. We have a lot of wor
still to do fo put together the
best team possible. But at the
moment we are succeeding and
we are not going to complain
about it."

LONDON, Oct 19:
English premier-
ship managers
Harry Redknapp
and Arsene Wen-
= ger were Monday
urged to call a truce to their
public war of words over West
Ham striker Paolo Di Canio,
reports AFP,

John Barnwell, the head of
the English League Managers'
Association(ELMA), called
upon Di Canio's coach
Redknapp and Arsenals' Wenger
to sort out their differences in
private or bring the matter to a
close.

The controversy began when
Arsenal midfielder Patrick
Vieira was sent off at Upton
Park two weeks ago and Wenger
accused Di Canio of diving to get

Lyon tennis
results

LYON. France, Oct 19:
American Jim Courier, seeking
his first title in 18 months, beat
France's Arnaud Di Pasquale,
2-6, 7-6. 7-5 on Monday in the
first round of the Lyon Grand
Prix. reports AP,

Courier, the losing finalist
to Switzerland Marc Rosset in
1994, will face Australia's Mark
Philippoussis in the second
round,

In other first-round mate-
hes, American Chris Woodruff,
seeking his second title of the
seasopn. disappointed the
French crowd % dispatching
Amaud Clement 6-4, 6-2.

Croatia's Goran Ivanisevic
needed three sets to get past
Gianluca Pozzi of Italy, a 15-
year veteran of the men's circuit
and the oldest player in the
tournament.

The 28-year-old Croatian
overcame the 34-year-old
[talian 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 to advance
to a second-round match with
Argentina's Mariano Zabaleta.

American qualifier Richey
Reneberg easily marched
through to the second round
when Germany's Jens
Knippschild pulled out because
of lower back pains after losing
the opening set 6-3.

While 1995 champion Wayne
Ferreira posted a tidy 6-4, 6-3
victory over French qualifier
Jerome Hanquez, any hopes
1997 champion Fabrice
Santoro had of regaining his ti-
tile were dashed when back
problems caused his humblin
6-1, 6-1 defeat at the hands o
Germany's Rainer Schuttler in

 front of his home crowd.

ELMA boss wants a

the Frenchman dismissed.
Redknapp, who defended liis
striker on that occasion, was
further angered when Di Canio
was booked at Middlesbrough
yesterday for diving when TV
replays appeared to show he
had been fouled in the penalty
area by Gary Pallister.
The West Ham boss declared:
'l knew the next time he was
fouled that he would get booked.
Arsene Wenger opening his hig
mouth has got him booked."
However, Barnwell believes
both managers have over-
stepped the mark, just as
Wenger and Charlton boss Alan
Curbishley did last season after
Vieira hacr become involved i a
clash with Neil Redfearn.
Barnwell insisted: "I know

cease-fire

that managers defend their
players to the hilt but I am dis-
appointed that all of this has
come out in the press.

"If they have a grievance to
settle, then they should do it in
private with a telephone call or
come through the LMA. They
should put this matter to bed
now."

Wenger did not back down
from his stated views about Di
Canio when Redknapp's latest
comments were put to him, but
he was in a jocular mood as he
responded to them.

The Frenchman said: "I can
only say what I see, maybe I
should change my glasses. I'm
sorry if he thinks it's my fault
that Di Canio was booked but
what more can [ say?"

Kenyan Kiplagat crosses the finish-line to win the Amster-
dam Marathon on October 17.

. Sport
Courtois' neutral stance

—AFP photo

tumbles

MOSCOW, Oct 19: Elena
Likhovtseva of Russia became
the first seeded casualty at the
10th annual Kremlin Cup yes-
terday, losing to Romanian
Ruxandra Dragomir 6-3, 7-5 in
the first round, reports Reuters.

After saving one match
point in the 12th game of the
second set, eighth-seeded
Likhovtseva double faulted on
the second point and headed for
the locker roon after one hour
and 23 minutes.

Dragomir avenged her loss
to Likhovtseva at the same
stage here last year. "l wasn't
very happy that I would play
her again,"” said the 26-year-old
Romanian. "We have played
many times and every time we
have had tough matches.”

Dragomir broke Likhovtseva
in the opening game and went
on to claim the first set in 35
minutes. '

"She started Fretty tight and
didn't play well in the begin-
ning, so she gave me confidence
right away." said Dragomir,

The Russian battled back in
the second set to get even at 5-5
but a lapse of concentration in
the 12th game have cost her the
match.

"This is one of the last tour-
naments in our calendar and I
felt very tired during the whole
match,” she said.

In the day's other-match,
Japan's Ai Sugiyama, who
reached the final here two years
ago, beat Anne Kremer of Lux-
embourg 6-1 3-6 6-2 in one hour
and 30 minutes.

Only two matches were
played in the first day after
tournament was hit by with-
drawals of several top players.
Top seed Monica Seles, Anna
Kournikova, Amanda Coetzer
and Amelie Mauresmo all
pulled out.

Bwalya to make
a comeback

JOHANNESBURG, Oct 19:
Former African Footballer of
the Year Kalusha Bwalya is
coming out of international re-
tirement to play for and coach

Zambia at the 2000 African
Nations Cup, reports AFP.

National football associa-
tion president Teddy Mulonga
sald in Lusaka that Mexico-
based Bwalya would be included
in the 22-strong squad for the
finals next January and
February in Ghana and Nigeria.

He would also assist coach
Ben Bamfuchile and assistznt
Obby Kapita with Mulonga
stressing that the perennial
Zambian habit of importing
coaches just before interra-
tional tournaments was fin-
ished.

Bamfuchile returned from
unsuccessful spells with several
South African clubs to guide
Zambia through the qualifying
rounds against the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Madagascar
and Kenya.

"Zambians are capable of
rising to the occasion provided
they are ably supported and
that is why we have added
Kalusha to the coaching staff.”
Mulonga said.

Bwalya sprang to promi-
nence at the 1988 Seoul
Olympics with a hat-trick in a
shock 4-0 triumph over Italy
and was rewarded with the
Aﬂ]‘ican Footballer of the Year
title.

He plays and coaches
Mexican second division club
Vera Cruz after lining up with
Bruges of Belgium and PSV
Eindhoven of the Netherlands
at the peak of his career,

His last appearance for the
national team was in the 3-1
win over Mozambique at the
1998 Nations Cup in Burkina
Faso, where Zambia were
eliminated after the first round.

The 1974 and 1994 runners-
up have been drawn with de-
fending champions Egypt,
Burkina Faso and Senegal in
the Nigerian town of Kano and
are expected to reach the quar-
ter-finals.

Zambian preparations begin
on Saturday against fellow-fi-
nalists Cote d'Ivoire in Abidjan
and they have been invited to a
four-nation tournament in
Tunisia.

Viduka’s heart
with Celtic

MELBOURNE, Australia, Oct
19: Australian striker Mark
Viduka wants to lead Glasgow
Celtic's charge into Europe and
has no intention of leaving the
Scottish giants, his manager
Bernie Mandic said Tuesday,
reports AFP.

Mandic was commenting on
reports here that Viduka was
bound for Spain or Italy before
Christmas.

"There's nothing further
from the truth than the reports
that he wants to leave, there are
always clubs interested in him,
he's a goalscorer,” Mandic said.

"He told me this morning
that the last thing he wants to
do is to leave Glasgow and he
doesn't want any stories de-
tracting from how well he's go-
ing and how well he's being
treated at Celtic.”

Viduka, who was Tuesday
named in the Socceroo squad to
play Brazil in two home inter-
nationals next month, has been
in top form for Celtic and
snared a hat-trick against
Aberdeen on Saturday.

Mandic said the transfer
market for Spain did not open
until December and the Italian
market was closed until
January, so reports that the
striker was moving before
Christmas were ridiculous,

"Mark’'s hoping to play for
Celtic in the European
Chamgmns League next year.”
he said.

Mandic admitted Viduka's
Croatian girlfriend Ivana had
struggled to fit in since moving

| to Glasgow but that was mainly

because she had problems
speaking English.
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Japanese Ai Sugiyama in action against Anna Kremer in the Kremlin Cup on October 18.

—AFP photo

JAKARTA, Oct 19:
Disappointing

play by Indone-
sian shuttlers in
the Danish Open

In Denmark last

und plan state of the art stadium

week has caused some worry at
the Badminton Association of
Indonesia (PBSI), the Jakarta
Post reported today. reports
Reuters.

The PBSI official in charge
of athlete development Chris-
tian Hadinata said that due to
the poor results in Denmark,
the association would have dif-
liculty setting its targets for the
Olympics in Sydney next year.

"We expected them to reach
the finals and improve their
world rankings. We'll have dif-
ficulty predicting their future
performances due to their in-
consistent play in tourna-
ments. Their up-and-down
form is really shocking, Al-
though we have some time, it's
difficult to set a target with
their inconsistent form.,” he

said.

The women's doubles team of
Elysa Nathanael and Deyana
Lomban were the only Indone-
sians to reach the semifinals of
the four-star tournament.

Christian focused on the
poor form of Indonesia Open
champion Lidya Djaelawidjaja.
who crashed out in the girsl:
round in Denmark to qualifier
Sun Jian of China.

"We expected her to gain
more self-confidence by win-
ning the Indonesia Open. Lidya
has speed and good technical
skills which can trouble her
opponents. I'm not sure if her
poor form was caused by a lack
of confidence or something
else.” he said.

[n the men's singles, In-
donesia failed to send one of its
shuttlers to the semifinals.

"On paper, one of our men's
singles should have reached the
semifinals or even the final.
(Third seeded Taufik) Hidayat
cannot lose to Hoyer-Larsen.
who is about twice as old as
him. And (seventh seeded Mar-

PBSI gets into trouble

lev) Mainaky could not show
that his victory over Gade
Christensen in the Indonesia
Open was not a fluke," he said.
In the men's doubles, orrly
newcomers Ade Lukas and San-

loso Sugiharjo showed good
form by eliminating sixth
seeded Zhang Wei an Zhang

Jun of China,
t Unfm;tunately. their veteran
cammates were disappointing.
Flandy and Eng I-Ifipan. tnl:ugp
seeded, should not have lost to
unseeded Martin Lundgaard
and Lars Paaske, while second
seeded Antonius and Denny
Kantono must not lose to Jim
Laq%sen and Michael Sogaard.
¢ top and second seeded
teams losing in the semifinals
to less powerful doubles teams
IS pathetic. They did not show
their world-class technical
skills. But I'm somewhat happy
because Lukas and Santoso
managed to reach the quarters.
It showed that they have the
potential to replace the veteran

players in the future,” Christian
said.

,_ COLOGNE, Germa-
\ 19: Ger-
man Bundesliga
outfit Borussia
Dortmund are pl-
anning an over-
their luxurious

ny. Oct

haul
Westlalen stadium which woLlld

of

include the radical idea of
laying out the pitch on an el
evator construction, enabling it

be the ground one day and the
roof the next, reports AFP.

The secret of the ground-
breaking concept is the laying
ol the grass, which would be
grown on a large steel platform.

The platform would be low-
ered to ground level for match
days and then afterwards
hoisted skywards to form a
roof.

Chinese Liu Guoliang playing against Vladimir Samsonov of
Belarus 1in the German Open table tennis final in Bremen

Being lifted would allow the
turf to get enough sun and fresh
air, a serious problem for the
current pitch because of shad-
OWS cast by the large stands.

The financial windfall from
lwo Bundesliga titles and a
turopean Cup crown between
1995 and 1997 has been set
aside to upgrading Dortmund's
stadium into one of Europe's
most modern,

The venue's seating capacity
has been increased markedly to
63,500 in the last few years
thanks to some 60 million dol-
lars worth of renovation.

The next phase will see four
glass and steel towers in each
corner of the ground, linked by
walkways and housing
Dortmund's business headquar-
ters, restaurants, a state of the .
art media centre and perhaps a

live-in training camp for
prospective young talents.

"We want to have the best
stadium in the area, even when
other projects are finished."
club manager Michael Meier
said. a pointed reference to arch
rivals and neighbours Schalke,
who are building a brand new
190 million dollar stadium
from scratch,

Meier's project is also a chal-
lenge to Bayern Munich,
Germany's richest club which is
housed in one of the country's
most outdated stadiums.

Bayern have located a site on
Munich's outskirts and drawn
up extensive plans for a new
football-only stadium but the
city council has blocked the
move and is refusing to provide
financial assistance on the
grounds a new structure would
render the city's Olympic sta-
dium obsolete.

At Dortmund, the revolu-
tionary flying pitch' concept
will only be included in the new

S ; o plans il Germany wins the right
on October 17. Liu lifted the title. AFP photo it Qﬂﬂﬁ{rvnrld s gh
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ground RIEITIURININS E[X]1[SIM much The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher mMnﬂahﬂar mﬂ:
publica- -EF—E»HE :': ;—,% E i ﬁ E gi 50 Calcher's another. If you think that X equals En:;‘ will equal mwm
tion A _ place? puzzie. Single letters, short words words using trophe

Saturday's answer . give you clues 1o locating voweis. Solution is by trial and error.



