DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1999

BCDJC discussion: Bangladesh Centre for
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Development. Journalism and Communication (BCDJC) will
hold a discussion on "Deliberative Democracy in Bangladesh”.

Venue: BCDJC pr

e office of House No 8, Road No 16 (New)

27 (Old), Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 10.00-2.30 pm.
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Moderate rain ]ikeiy

Light to moderate rain and thundershowers with tempora
gusty wind is likely at many places over the country with mngly-' :

erately heavy

to heavy falls at places of Chittagong and

Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature is
country during the peri

ted to rise 1-3 d
. according to Met

Celsius over the
ce,

The country's highest temperature yesterday at 31.2 degree
Celsius was recorded at Madaripur and the lowest 21.2 degree

Celsius at Haitya.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.29 pm and rises tomor-

row Thursday at 5.58 am.

Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 29.4 23.7 91 943
Chittagong 26.7 24.6 98 97
Rajshahi 30.6 23.5 89 89
Khulna 31.0 24.2 91 87
Barisal 29.2 23.5 88 95
Sylhet 27.9 229 97 88
Cox's Bazar 27.0 245 95 98

'HERE and THERE

FBITS

Information Technology
dents from different institutions

stu-
have recentlg formed the
Bangladesh IT Students' Forum
(FBITS) with a view to help meet
the challenges of the next mil-
lennium through information
technology, says a press re-
lease. -

The main objectives of the
forum are to develop the skills,
create opportunities for IT stu-
dents, provide scholarships to
poor IT students and act as a
coordinator between IT related
employers and job-seekers.

FB will also emphasis on
the coordination between IT
students and government and
non-government IT bodies.

Shameem Ahsan Roni, from
NIIT has been elected the presi-
dent of the forum while Kazi
Hamidur Rahman Rana of IIT
and Farzana Ahmed Maneka of
Genetic Computers have been
elected General Secretary and
Treasurer respectively.

NCBPR ~

A day long workshop organ-
ised by the National Committee
for Beijing Plus Five Review,
Bangladesh (NCBPR) was held
on Sunday at the WVA audito-
rium, says a press release.

‘I‘ffé'grgrksp;up was presided
over by the Vice-President of
the NCBPR Sitara Musa. B85

participants took part in the
workshop. A draft of non-gov-
ernmental report concerning
the Beijing Plus Five Review
has been prepared by NCBPR for
presentation to the special ses-
sion of the United Nation's
Commission on Status of

Women [CSW) which is sched-
uled lo be held in June next
year.

The worksnop was planue
to imbibc the opinions of the
distinguished participants and
members of the NCBPR and also
to highlight the successes of the
NCBFPR attained so far. On the
basis of 12 core issues recog-
nised in the Beijing Platform
for Action the members present
proposed to incorperate in the
report some specific recom-
mendations and information
gathered through group discus-

sions done by six different
grecups d € workshop.
Sitara usa, Bela Nabi,

Laila Hasan, Shirin Banu Mitil,
Dr Nibedita Das Purakayastha,
Dil Monwara Monu, Zeenat Ara
Bhuiyan, Gulshan Ara
Chowdhury, Kazi Sufia Akhter
Sheili, Dr Amera Mohsen,
Advocate Khaleda Khatun and
Hosne Ara Khan were amon
the members who participate
in the discussion.

Assistance was extended b
ADAB, the secretariat of
NCBPR for successful holding of
the workshep. .

Qulkhwani

The qulkhwani of Syeda
Shamsunnesa, widow of late
Syed Fazlur Rahman of

akrail of Faridpur, will be
held at her 131/1 Siddiq Bazar
residence today after Asr
prayers, family sources said,
reports BSS,

Relatives and friends have
been requested to attend the
qulkhwani.

Sur?cgda Shamsunnesa died on
y at the age of 75. She was

laid to eternal rest at Azimpur

graveyard on Monday.

Obituary
Sl Tokani Pras-
e ad Poddar, a
SR well known
businessman
and social
worker from
_ Mirpur Bar-
;';g:;. abazar died
“1 of cardiac
2 arrest at the
Nalional Cardiovascular
Diseases Hospital on Monday.
He was 65, says a press release.
Poddar qu::llfil bcﬁ.lnd his wife,
5 sons, 2 daughters and a host of
relatives to mourn his death.
His last rites were carried
out at the Mirpur Barabazar
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Quake was God's
punishment for
secularism in
Turkey

ISTANBUL, Oct 19: Police on
Monday detained a leader of an
Islamic sect under investigation
saying August's killer quake was
God's punishment for Turkey's
secularism, the Anatolia news
agency reported, reports AP.

Mehmet Kutlular, a leader of
the Nur Cemaati sect, was de-
tained at the headquarters in
Istanbul of his newspaper. Yeni
Asya, and was being ques-
tioned. Anatolia said.

Prosecutors are looking into
whether Kutlular may be guilt
of inciting religious hatrecﬁ
which is punishable by up to
three years in prison.

A klet. printed by Yeni
Asva and distributed at a Nuri
religious ceremony earlier this
month, said the earthquake
was God's reve for military-
imposed puhciel;q:anning hw:t_r{araj:lrlr -
scarves in schools and public
buildings. newspapers reported.

Many Turkish women wear
the scarves out of tradition. but
it can also be an Islamic politi-
cal statement. Turkey's secular
establishment. led by the pow-
erful military, see Islam-based
politics as a threat to the coun-

try's sccularﬁimt_
Over 17, ple died in

the Aug. 17 quake that devas-

tated Turkey's industrial
heartland.

Killing
condemned

Dewanganj-Bakshiganj Sa-
mity in Dhaka has condemned
the killing of Advocate Abcur
Razzaq who was gunned down
by miscreants-in Dewanganj on
October 11, reports BSS.

The Samity, at a meetin
here on Sunday, expresse
grave concern over the recent
terrorist activities in
Dewanganj and demanded im-
mediate arrest of the killers of
late Razzaq and sought exem-
plary punishment to those who
are involved in the brutal
killing.

Earlier, the Samity had ar-
ranged Qurankhwani, milad
mahfil in memory of late
Razzaq and prayed to almighty
Allah for the eternal peace of
the departed soul and expressed

dee pathy to the members
of :Ecsg:'eavcd family.

UK fisheries
consultants
call on DU VC

Two leading fisheries con-
sultants from United Kingdom
Dr Michael J Greaves and Dr
Edward Allison and local fish-
eries expert Dr M Shahjahan
Howlader called on Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka
University Professor A K Azad
Chowdhury at his office, yes-
terday, reports BSS.

The UK consultants are on a
visit under the Support for
University Fisheries Education
and Research (SUFER) project
of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh supported by the
Department for International
Development (DFID] of UK.

During the meeting they dis-
cussed matters relating to im-
provement of fisheries educa-
tion and research in
Bangladesh, particularly the
role of Dhaka University in
this . They also discussed
possibilities of further expan-
sion of collaborative research
programmes and exchange of
scholars and faculty members
between Dhaka University and
the Universities of UK in the
fisheries sector.

Tk 28.39 lakh
distributed among

women's samities

RAJSHAHI, Oct 19: Frof
Zinnatunnesa Talukder, State
Minister for Women and Child
Affairs, today distributed
cheques for taka 28.39 lakh
among 341 Women Voluntary
Samities registered by the
Women Affairs Directorate, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a function or-
ganised in this connection, she
called upon the womenfolk of
the country to come forward
side by side their male-counter-
parts to build a self-reliant na-
ton.:
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teachers threaten
to boycott exams

A faction of teachers and
students of polytechnic insti-
tutes have threatened to boycott
the final examination of
diploma engineering as not a
single demand of their 14-point
demands has been met by the
authority, reports UNB.

"We gave an ultimatum to the
government to meet our 14-

int demands by October 20

ut the authority is yet to meet
any demands and is pus us
to take stern action,” Md Sham-
sur Rahman, general secre
of Bangladesh Polytechnic
Teachers Association (BPTA)
told UNB today.

The demands' among other
things include introduction of
four-year diploma engineering
course and withdrawal of the
Director General of the Direc-
torate of Technical Education.

'Urdu Road'

renamed.

Urdu Road, under ‘Lalbag
Police Station of Dhaka €ity
Corporation, has been renarhed
as 'Moulana Mufti Déen
Mohammad Road'. .

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) yesterday renamed the
road after eminent Islamic
Philosopher Moulana Mufti
Deen Mohammad in pursuance
of its decision of the 25th gen-
eral meeting held earlier, a
press release said.

PCP meet at

TSC today

By DU Correspondent

Pahari Chhatra Parishad
(PCP) will hold a condolence
meeting at TSC of Dhaka
University tomorrow afternoon
in memory of the tribal people,
killed in clashes in
Khagrachhari district recently.

In a separate statement yes-
terday, the PCP demanded the
Dhaka University authorities
announce fresh date for the ex-
aminations of the university
which had been scheduled for
October 13 and 14.
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Zahir Raihan's
mother dead

Begum Sufia Khatun, wife of
late Maulana Habibullah, a
[ormer principal of Aliya
Madrasha, died of old age com-
plications Monday night. She
was 94, reports BSS.

She was the mother of dis-
tinguished personalities
Shaheed Shahidullah Kaiser
and Shaeed Zaheer Raihan.

Begum Sufia Khatun was a
noted social worker and deeply
devoted to religious activities.

She left behind two sons,
three daughters, grandsons,
granddaughters, relatives and
well-wishers to mourn her
death. .

Her first namaz-e-janaza
was held at Kaituli Jame
Mosque yesterday after Zohr
prayers and the second namaz-
e-janaza was held at Mojupur
in Feni district where she was
buried by the side of her hus-
band.

Relatives and well-wishers
have been requested to attend
her qulkhwani on October 22 at
29, Kaituli after Asr prayers.

Ritz Salvaged

at Karnaphuli

CHITTAGONG. Oct 19: The
runaway mother vessel Ritz was
salvaged from the sea into the
Kama;ghuli channel of the sea-
port this afternoon, removing
shifl:»_ping hazards, reports UNB.

earing off its moorings the
attached foreign ship was swept
into the rough sea by storm
winds and waves Monday. [t
rammed two other ships, dam-
aging them severely.

The freewheeling Ritz went
beyond control after its crews
abandoned it last month at the
outer-anchorage. .

Port sources said after an 8-
hour-long frantic effort tugboat
Kandari saddled the ship at
about 2 pm and tugged it four
and half kms into the Karna-
phuli channel. -

Nipa with Adul Aziz, who found her.

— Star photo

Nipa looking for her parents

By Staff Correspondent

Nipa, a young girl of about 5
or 6 years, is desperately look-
ing for her parents.

A push-cart driver Abdul
Aziz found Nipa in front of
Shaheed Faruk High School in
Malibagh on September 25 last
and has since been looking for
her parents all over the city.
Apart from personally enquir-
ing around town, Aziz has also
made a diary at the local police
station and had 'miking' done
around different parts of the
city in vain.

Aziz yesterday brought the
child to Jatiya Press Club and
told the story to reporters.

Nipa can only say that her
father's name is Nasir Dewan
and that he sells paan and birt.
She doesn't know where she
used to live but that some people
brought her to the place where
the cart driver found her. Aziz
suspects that she might have
been abducted.

The young child is now being
kept with Motiur Rahman at
43/1, Shantibagh.

Democracy still in nascent
stages:' Sayeed

State Minister for Informat-"
ion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
laid stress on united efforts to
help the present government
overcome hurdles for
strengthening democracy, re-
ports B5S.

Addressing as the chief guest
the publication ceremony of a
book title "Democracy and
Sheikh Hasina” by Sayeda
Nazmun Nahar at Scout
Bhaban auditorium, Prof
Sayeed said the present gov-
ernment under the leadership
of Sheikh Hasina has put untir-
ing efforts to place democracy
on strong foundation.

Prof Sayeed said the present
government has allocated al-
most one-third of the budget for
poverty alleviation programme
lo ensure minimum require-
ments of the people to signify
the underlying meaning of

democracy to the poor segment

of the population.

Discussion on military pur-
chase in parliamentary stand-
ing committee is a unique ex-
ample of democracy, he added.

rof Sayeed said democracy
is still in a nascent stages and a
vested quarter bolstered with
black money, arms and goons is
tr_',ring to destabilise the coun-
try. Criticising the main oppo-
sition party for not pronounc-
ing a single word for the greater

interest of the people in the last
three years, the state minister
said the opposition was trying
to establish a politics of con-
spiracy. coup and tyranny.

Prof Sayeed said the rem-
nants of tyranny and influence
of black money are still exist in
our democracy. These bad ele-
ments in democracy must be

.. purged with the united efforts of

the people, he said.

Listing a number of obsta-
cles on way to democracy, the
state minister said people have
to be aware of black money,
fundamentalism, tyranny, il-
literacy, poverty, and adverse
influence of civil and military
bureaucracy. Demc};acy of

oor people is yet to estab-
I:i'shecf he addei

Prof Sayeed also said that
democracy will only be mean-
ingful if all works work for
overall emancipation of people.
Basic needs like food, shelter
and clothing must be ensured to
signify the real meaning of
democracy, he added.

Presided over by Dr Syed
Anwar Hossain, the J)uhllcatJnn
ceremony was also addressed by
Dr Mohammad Moniruzzaman,
Ashad Chowdhury, Jahangir
Habibullah, Farida Parvin and
Nurullah Masum. 'Probik’, a
cultural organisation, organ-
.ised the function.

Australian expertise offered
to improve legal system

SYDNEY, Oct 19: President
of Australian Legal Resources
International Justice Marcus
Einfed here today called on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and discussed with her how to
modernise legal system in
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

During the meeting at her
hotel suite in the afternoon,
Justice Einfed offered his or-
ganisation's expertise for train-
ing of lawyers and improving
the legal system to quicken the
disposal of cases.

The Prime Minister appreci-
ated the offer and said her gov-
ernment has already set up %.aw
Reforms Commission to update
the outmoded laws for speedy
dispensation of justice.

tate Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister
Dr SA Samad and Foreign
Secretary Shafi Sami were pre-
sent.

Earlier, Warwick Watkins,

Chief Executive Officer and
David Muleahay. Director of
Land Titles Office and strar
General of New Southwales dis-
cussed with the Prime Minister
simplification and modernisa-
tion of land titles and land
records in Bangladesh.

They have already com-
pleted a 5-year land survey in
Bangladesh under and ADB

ant and offered Frupusal for
the second phase ol the project.

The Prime Minister said the
issue of land title is an age-old
problem, saying that land
records need to be corrected for
proper land ownership.

Hasina said after the CHT
Peace Accord, a Land
Commission has started work-
ing in the hill tracts to settle
disputes of land in the region.

Peace has been restored in
the CHT and the government
has started dealing with land
disputes through the Land

. Commission, she added.

Garbage lies scattered around the streets of Tejgaon Industrial Area. The DCC seems to be

| indifferent towards the mess that makes the life for the passersby unbearable. Star photo

20 bodies found.
in E Timor town

DILI, East Timor, Oct 19 : Al
least 20 bodies were found toda
in the East Timorese coasta
town of Liquisa. the largest
number yet uncovered in one
place by multinational forces, a
senior Interfet officer said. re-
ports AFP.

Interfet spokesman Colonel
Mark Kelly said local residents
alerted the International Force
for East Timor to the discovery
late Monday. and soldiers went
into the area early Tuesday.

"We are looking at approxi-
mately 20 bodies. at least at this
time ... as for any other e-
some details, | haven't been
passed them.” Kelly said.

Three moderate
quakes shake
Taiwan again

TAIPEI, Oct 19: Three mod-
erately strong earthquakes
shook Taiwan overnight and
early today, one month after a
tremor killed 2,300 people, re-
ports Reuters

There were no immediate
reports of casualties from the

uakes, which followed a power-
ul tremor that struck the
southwestern United States on
Saturday and two smaller
quakes in Taiwan over the
weekend,

Officials said Monday's
quake measured 5.0 on the
Richter Scale and was centred
in Hualien, a seismically active
area on Taiwan's eastern shore.

The earthquakes highest
magnitude on land was four on
the Richter Scale in Hsilin town
ol Hualien county.

Mandela says

No ME peace until
Israel withdraws
from Arab land

JERUSALEM, Oct
Former South African leader
Nelson Mandela said today he
believed there could be no peace
in the Middle East until Israel
withdraws from all occupied
Arab land, reports AFP.

"In my view any talk of peace
remains hollow if Israel con-
tinues to occupy Arab territory.”
Mandela said at a joint press
conference with Israel Foreign
Minister David Levy.

"If there is going to be peace,
there must be a complete with-
drawal from those areas by
Israel from the Golan
Heights, from South Lebanon
and from the West Bank." he
said.

Mandela, long a supporter of
the Palestinian cause, said he
would not expect any "self-re-
specting country to talk peace”
while Israel continued to occu
its land.

Khaleda

From page 1

official residence.

Menezes expressed his frus-
tration over the performance of
the SAARC. Khaleda said that
SAARC was formed to establish
peace, stability and co-opera-
tion among its member coun-
tries. Her government had
taken effective steps to make
the SAARC functional and dy-
namic, she added.

The EU ambassador said
that although the SAARC was
formed to ensure socio-eco-
nomic development of this re-
gion, peoples were frustrated at
its lax activities.

He said the EU has decided to
set up a Disaster Relief Centre
in Dhaka for South Asian re-

on. EU would provide about
00 million US dollars aid to
Bangladesh every year. He in-
formed the BNP chief that the
EU had planned to turn the food
for work (FFW) programme into

a ‘'cash programme’ in

Bangladesh. _

Ershad Shikdar
From page 12

UNB adds: Departmental ac-
tions ranging up to suspension
were taken today against five

olicemen for conniving with
hikdar.

Deputy Commissioner of
KMP Abdullah Al Azad was
transferred to Barisal range,
officials said.

Two sub-inspectors who had
positions at the police camp in
the ghat area — Anwar Hossain
and Fazlul Karim — were stand-
released and closed in the police
lines.

Also, two constables work-
ing at the ghat police outpost,
who were closed in the police
lines earlier, were suspended
today on charge of leaking in-
formation to Shikdar prior to
police action.

DIG of Railway Police

Shahidur Rahman arrives here
tomorrow (Wednesday) to look
into various crimes committed
by Shikdar, involving railway
land, sources said.

After court appearance,
Shikdar was taken to Daulatpur
Pulicc station of KMP for
urther interrogation tonight.

As the top terror remained"
caged, more than one hundred
letters accusing him of crimes,
with detailed information,
reached the KMP headquarters
today. :

Two of Shikdar's accom-
lices — L M Liakat Laskar and
oor Alam — were also pro-

duced before the Additional
Sessions Judge Court-1 along
with him to stand trial in the
Joynal murder case.

Two other accused in the
case, arrested last year, were
also produced in the court. They
are Nazem and Haroon
Hawladar alias Tundu Haroon.

The court today issued arrest
warrants against four other
runaway accused in this case.
The {u ge also ordered attach-
ment of Fropcrty of Nasir Khan,
Jamai Farooq, Joinal Khan
and Shaheb Ali.

19:
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Invest in bigger way

From page 1 :
t's reforms p mme to create
an investment [riendly climate,
she said the foreign investment
law promotes and protects the
interest of foreign investors. A
high-powered committee has
recently been constituted to ac-
celerate the process of approval
of foreign proposals.

Besides, she said the Board
of Investment (BOI) as the first
window of foreign investment
Fm osals is coordinating and
acilitating implementation of
foreign direct investment pro-
jects.,

The Prime Minister said the
government has recently initi-
ated action on policy incentives
lo pursue private participation
in infrastructure development.
It welcomes new infrastructure
facilities and services to be de-
veloped under Build, Operate
and Own (BOO), and Built,
Operate and Transfer (BOT)
models in different sectors.

These include power genera-
tion, exploration and exploita-
tion of oil. gas and other min-
eral resources, highway devel-
opments, including bridges, ex-

ressways and tunnels, ports,
nfrastructure development,
transportation facilities, water
treatment and distribution,
sanitation and solid waste
handling facilities, and indus-
trial parks.

Referring to the governmen-
t's Industrial Policy-1999, she
said the government has de-
cided to offer special incentives
and facilities to 16 sectors of
industries identified as thrust
sectors. These include agro-
based industries, computer
software, frozen food. textiles,
jewellary and diamond cutting
and polishing, |

To facilitate foreign invest-
ment in these areas, she said,
the government adopted a num-
ber of measures like permanent
Law Commission for mod-
ernising investment and trade
related laws. establishment of
Administrative Reforms
Commission to streamline ad-
ministration, and enactment of
law to set up private export pro-
cessing zones (EPZs).

Currently foreign direct in-
vestment in Bangladesh stands
at nearly 6.7 billion US dollars
with erg&l)apnent opportunity

of 4,00, people.
Pointing to the strategic lo-
cation of Bangladesh between

South and South East Asia, the
Prime Minister said the in-
vestors would find the count
attractive because of its excel-
lent road and rail networks,
ports, air links and telecom-
munication facilities.

"It provides market access to
one billion people in South and
South-East Asia as well as
Central Asia.” she told the
meeting.

Referring to the availability
of a vast efficient and skilled

workforce in Bangladesh, she
said the wages rate varies be-
tween 40 to 75 US dollars per
month. "Our managers. techni-
cians, accountants, and skilled
and semi-skilled workforce are
in fact very hard working and
famous for their efficiency,
productivity and performance."

After her speech, the Prime
Minister answered queries
from Australian businessmen
and investors.

About export of gas, she said
that before going for exporting
natural gas, "we will have to
calculate how much gas we ac-
tually have and what is our
needs.”

Hasina assured the investors
that all bureaucratic bottle-
necks are being removed for ac-
celerating the process of in-
vestment, and mentioned the
one-stop service from the BOI.

Replying to a question about
the inclusion of Australian dol-
lar in Bangladesh's basket of
currency, she said the matter
would be looked into and "if the
volume of trade is increased, it
won't be any problem."

Regarding hartal (general
strike), the Prime Minister said
there is no need of calling har-
tal since democracy and peo-
ple's voting rights have been re-
stored.

She added that on comple-
tion of her term, she would
hand over power to a caretaker
government for conducting a
free and impartial election.

She reiterated her earlier as-
surance that even if in the op-
position again, the Awami
League would not pursue the
hartal culture.

Asked if the militar
takeover in Pakisltan would af-
[ect Bangladesh, the Prime
Minister said: "Although we are
concerned over the develop-
ment in Pakistan, but it will
not affect Bangladesh or any
other country in the region."

She said: "There is democ-
racy and stability in
Bangladesh.”

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury., Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister Dr
S A Samad and FBCCI
President Abdul Awal Mintoo
assisted the Prime Minister
during the open discussion osn

trade and investment in
Bangladesh.
anaging Director of

Australian Trade Commission
Charles Jamieson and Senior
Trade Commissioner (South
Asia) of the Australian Trade
Commission Mike Moignard
made introductory remarks on
Bangladesh-Australia trade
and economic prospects.

Bangladesh High
Commissioner to Australia
QAMA Rahim and Australian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Robert Flynn were
present.

Karwan Baz

From page 1
ciation at the DCC-managed
market, said they were
“hostage” to the terrorists of the
area and that the DCC had to-
tally failed to protect its ten-
ants,

DCC’s zonal officials said it
was purely a matter of the traf-
fic department. They said they
had requested DMP DC (West)
Serajul Islam requesting to post
ﬁolictrnen or a traffic sergeant

ere but received no responses.
The DCC claim was., however.
denied by Serajul Islam who
said that his forces were work-
ing hard to clean up Karwan
Bazar area of all irregularities
and that he was not informed of
the unauthorised terminal.

Abdus Salam, secretary of
Bangladesh Truck Drivers'
Union, said that they were col-
lecting money from the truck
drivers to run costs involving
running the entire Tejgaon
terminal which has up to 1,000
trucks parked at any time of the
day. He however admitted that
the truck terminal near DCC
office was an illegal one,

Rustam Ali Khan. secretary
of Bangladesh Truck Owners’
Association, said the trucks
were parked illegally at the site
because most drivers had to
wait longer hours for payment.
“They do not want to move with

Dighinala

From page 1

rose to four, police sources said.
About 100 people, including
two army personnel, were in-

jured in Saturday's clash and
most of them are now under
treatment at Khagrachhari and
Chittagong Medical College Hos-
itals.

k Police sources said the
houses were empl{ before arson
as the panic-stricken residents
took shelter elsewhere after
Saturday's clash.

Investigation was on to un-
earth the clues to the fire inci-

“dent, police sources said.

Security has been beefed up
in Khagrachhari hill district to
foil any attempt of violence.

Meanwhile, three ministers,
including Kalpa Ranjan
Chakma and other high officials
visited the spot today.

Four killed
in Manikganj

MANIKGANJ, Oct 19: Four
people, including two women,
died in separate incidents in

the district today, reports UNB.
According to ice, truck
driver Subhas Chandra

Odhikary of Jhenidah was run
over by a truck at Tepata on
Dhaka-Aricha highway this
(Tuesday) moming.
The mishap took place as
the victim tried to stop the
Speed truck fearing it might
ash his vehicle under repair
on the middle of the road.
In another incident, 18-
ear-old girl Bedana of village
utkhira in Singair thana was
killed by a group of youngsters

| after gang rape.

—

ar

an.empty truck fearing police
harassment or requisition,”
Rustam said.

He also said that the entire
traffic department was engaged
in clearing the VIP roads of the
city ignoring the pressing prob-
lems of many busy areas.

“If you look at the intersec-
tion in front of the Sonargaon
Hotel, at least half a dozen
sergeants are always on duty
there, but they hardly bother
about what is happening hun-
dred yards away inside the
area,” Rustam said.

The officials of the truck
owners and the drivers' associ-
ations said the existence of the
terminal only proved how law
and order situation has deterio-
rated in Tejgaon and Karwan
Bazar areas.

Non-police job

From page 1

Muazzam Hussain as Addi-
tional Inspector General of Po-
lice, and KI Chowdhury and
Hashmatullah as DIGs.

The three are among the five
Additional Inspectors General
of Police. four DIGs and three
SPs sent on forced retirement
in September last year.

Among them, Muazzam Hus-
sain, K I Chowdhury and
Hashmatullah filed cases with
the High Court challenging the
government decision.

As they were not reinstated,
they are now planning to file
cases against the government
for violating the court orders,
one of them told this corre-
spondent.

"The High Court order has
also created a feeling of uncer-
tainty among some senior po-
lice officials who were pro-
moted after the forced retire-
ments ", one source in the home
ministry said.

Siddiquee was promoted to
the rank of IGP on September
15 last year superseding nine
senior oftficials, many of whom
were absorbed in the police
force from army. Two of his
senior officials are now work-
ing under him as Additional 1G,
the sources said.

Siddiguee could not be con-
tacted for comment despite re-
peated attempts in the last cou-
ple of days.

The on-going lobbying and
resultant grouping is affecting
discipline in the force. There
have also been incidents in
which one official made allega-
tions against another, crea
bitterness, some officials said.
Information were also leaked
maligning each other. This also
affected investigation of certain
cases, they claimed.

"Decisions on facilities like
leave and ration are also being
affected as a result of the on-go-
ing tussle between rival groups
at the top", another source
claimed.

The quality of ration sup-
plied in different barracks has
also deteriorated due to lack of
proper monitoring he said.

In the present circum-
stances, none is speaking for
facilities and plans for devel- .
opment of the police force as a

ole, they claimed.



