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Arsenic invades Bheramara

BHERAMARA, Oct 19: Arsenic has been detected in the water
of the tubewells in Dharampur Union of Bheramara Police
Station of Kushtia district, reports BSS.

A team of Pipasha, a NGO, detected arsenic after testing the
water of tubewells of the area. Water of 200 hand tubewells was
tested and 30 of them were detected to have presence of arsenic
more than the normal limit.

2 held for stealing power cables

MYMENSINGH, Oct 19: Two people were arrested while they
were stealing electric cables from an electric line in Sadar
thana early Saturday, reports UNB.

Locals caught red-handed Rafiqul and Ali Akbar with 60kg
of electric cables from Charughai Bangamadal transformer at
about 5am. They were handed over to police.

47 unnatural deaths in Feni

FENI. Oct 19: Forty-seven unnatural deaths, including five
political ones, were reported from six thanas in last two
months, reports UNB.

Of the deaths, 22 were reported in August and 25 in
September. according to police and local press reports. Among
the« political victims. two were the activists of ruling party's
student front BCL. one was the worker of BNP's student wing
JCD while two of pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal. In August,
four people were killed in nvafr'ies while five in road mishaps,
eight committed suicide, one was electrocuted. one died of
liquor poisoning and two others died mysteriously. In
September, eight people were murdered while eight others killed
in road mishaps, two electrocuted. three allegedl}r committed
suicide, three were poisoned to death and another died
mysteriously.

Shishu hospital AGM held

FARIDPUR. Oct 19: The annual general meeting of Dr Zahed
Memorial Shishu Hospital managing committee was held on
Friday at a local community centre, reports BSS.

The meeting was presided over by Rakibuddin Ahmed,
president of the hospital committee. Veteran social worker
Khondkar Mosharaf Hossain attended the meeting as the chief
guest. Secretary of the hospital committee Shahjahan Mollah
Brtsented the annual report of 1998-99. Prof Md Shahjahan,

rof Sk Abdus Samad, Md Yunus Ali and AK Azad took part in
the discussion on the report. The privately managed 50-bed
hospital since it's establishment in 1983 has been providing
both indoor and out-door facilities to the children and mothers.

Rat killing drive

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 19: A month-long rat killing drive is
going on, reports BSS,

Agriculture Extension Department (AED). Cox's Bazar
launched this month-long drive in seven thanas from
September 22. Deputly Director of Agriculture Extension
Department M Ruhul Amin inaugurated the drive at a function
at the Cox’s Bazar Government Boys High School auditorium.
Large number of farmers, students, teachers and officials
attended the function.

Foodgrains allotted under FWP

KISHOREGANJ, Oct 19: Government has allotted a total of
2.769 tonnes of rice and wheat under its Food for Works
Programme (FWP) in 13 thanas in the 1999-2000 fiscal year,
reports BSS,

According to official source, the foodgrains have been
allotted for the construction and reconstruction of rural
Infrastructure. The thana-wse break up of rice and wheat are:
170 tonnes in Astagram, 224 tonnes in Bajitpur, 157 tonnes in
Bhairab, 191 tonnes in Hossainpur, 171 tonnes in Itna, 305
tonnes in Karimganj. 341 tonnes in Katiadi, 309 tonnes in
Sadar, 171 tonnes in Kuliarchar, 143 tonnes in Nikli, 270
tonnes in Pakundia, 178 tonnes in Tarail and 139 tonnes in
Mithamon. |

Smuggled goods seized
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b cg:'ﬂle by a magistrate imanuis:’n ng drive seizéd 200

ags of sugar"smuggdled Into Bangladesh from India from the
border area last week. reports BSS,

The price of the smuggled sugar was estimated at Taka 2 50
lakh. In an another drive, the BDR personnel seized 1,875
kilograms of smuggled Indian onion worth about Taka 27.5 75
Irom Meherpur-Kushtia road recently. None was arrested in
this connection.

Workshop on news editing

FENIL. Oct 19 : A four-day workshops on news editing and
newspaper design ended here Wednesday. reports UNB.

Ten editors of iocal dailies published fromn Feni. Noakbali
and Laxmipur districts took part in the follow-up workshop
organised by Mass line Media service (MMS), a non-
government organisation. Another four-day workshop on
reporting for local correspondents of national dailies
concluded Sunday. Twenty correspondents from the three
districts took part in the workshop, also organised by MMS.

Smuggled cigarettes seized

COS'X BAZAR. Oct 19 : Cox's Bazar police seized smugg'ed
cigarette and fishing nets worth about Taka 18 lakh from the
Bank Khali river on Monday, reports BSS.

Police said, acting on secret information police challenged a
fishing trawler at Kastura Ghat on the River Bank Khali and
recovered 135 master cartons of foreign cigarette and sone
fishing net. Police also seized the trawler. None was arrested.

Wﬁrkshnp on self-development

CHANDPUR, Oct 19 : A workshop on self-development
organised by the Social Welfare Department in collaboration
with ‘The Hunger Project’. a non-government organisation, was
held last week in Chandpur sadar thana Parishad auditorium
here, reports BSS.

The workshop was addressed among others by country
director of the Hunger Project Dr Badiul Alam Mazumder, Md
Rafiqul Islam Sarkar, Sayed Ahmed and Rezaul Karim of the
Social Welfare Department. Some 200 members of different
voluntary organisations participated in the workshop.

Foundation training

SHERPUR, Oct 19 : A day-long foundation training course for
Ansar-VDP personnel was held at local Town Hall here on
Wednesday. reports UNB.

Presided over by acting district adjutant Joynal Abedin, the
function was addressed, among others, by ansar commander
Abdul Halim and union leaders Dil Mohammad and Hasna
Hena. A total of 143 leaders and commanders from various
unions of five thanas took part in the course.

Discussion on natural disaster

MYMEMSINGH, Oct 19 : A discussion meeting to mark the
international decade for Natural Disaster Reduction Day was
held in the conference room of the deputy commissioner here
on October 13, reports BSS.

The discussion was presided over by DC Md Rafiqul Islam.
The key-note paper on this year's theme 'Prevention Pays:
Science and Technology for Disaster Prevention' was presented
h{ district relief and rehabilitation officer Nawab Ali Khan.
Chairman of Mymensingh Pourashabha advocate Mahmud Al-
Noor Tareq, Vice-chairman of Red Crescent Society,
Mymensingh branch Captain (Rtd) Dr Mujib, Advocate A K M
Manjurul Haque and chief reporter of Dainik Jahan Kazi Md
Yasin among others tock part in the discussion. The speakers
stressed the need of early warning for various types of natural
disasters which help minimise losses cnnsideraggf

Truck seized

MANIKGANJ, Oct 19: Police seized two trucks, carrving
Indian sugar, from Khalgarh area in the town on Friday and
arrested two people in this connection, reports UNB.

m:tin'g on a tip-off, plainclothes police halted the trucks
coming from the northern region and recovered smuggled sugar
worth of Tk 10 lakh. The arrested were identified as Anwar
Hossain and Jhilu Datta. hailing from Pabna and Kushtia
districts respectively.

Youth commits suicide

NETRAKONA. Oct 19: A young man has allegedly committed
Suicide by taking poison at Station Road area Eriy on October

11, rl:BorL«. BSS.

Police said, the youth was identified as Murad 22, son of
Anisur Rahman of village Baisder in sadar upazila. The cause
of the suicide could not be ascerlained immediately. An
unnatural death case was recorded with Netrakona thana in

this connection. The body was sent to Netrakona Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy. ’

JHENIDAH, Oct 19: Jute
farmers have been deprived of
fair price as price of their
products has been decreasing
day by day in the markets. The
farmers are actually not in a
position to recover their produc-
tion cost this year. The low price
of jute may discourage the
farmers in cultivating jufe from
the next year, said some jute
farmers,

In different markets of the
district one maund of Shamla
(tosa) variety of jute is bein
sold between Taka 340 an
360 while the Lali (red) variety
between Taka 375 and 400.
But the some variety was being
sold between Taka 410 and 425

er maund about a month
ack.

According to Agriculture Ex-
tension Department (AED) office
sources, they have set a target
to produce 153.175 bales of
jute on 15,325 hectares of land
in six thanas.

District-wise break-up was
2,785 hectares in Jhenidah

cost.

National

Jhenidah growers deprived|
of fair price of jute

From Delwar Kabir

sadar thana, 2,845 hectares in
Sailkupa, 2,285 hect~res ..
Harinakundu, 2.455 hectares
in Kaliganj, 1,830 hectares in
Kotchandpur and 3,125
hectares of land in Mohespur
thana. But a total of 4810
hectares of land was brought
under the same programme
which was 10,515 hectares less
than the target.

AED sources said. the farm-
ers virtually did not show their
cagerness to cultivate jute on
their lands for low price of jute
for the last couple © vears.
Furthermore, there was no suf-
ficient rainfall in Chaitra and
Baishakh months during the
sowing season.

Talking to Arsad Mandal.
92, of village Harihara. Mon-
tazuddin Sheikh. 37. of village
Chatura, Ibadat Hossain, 43,
of village Shyampur and Dulal
Chandra, 40, of village Dhala-
harachandra who came to sale
jute at Sailkupa hat told, jute
farming is not a profitable con-
CErn now.

According to them. all of

them were compelled to culti- '
vale jute in small scale due to
its low price,

They said. at least Taka 500
is being spent to produce one
maund of jute. The money is
required to prepare land. to
purchase seeds, day labourers'
charge, for purchasing fertiliser
and pesticides, for cleaning
weeds rotting jute sticks, for
Separating fibres from and for

transporting the product at
vdarious markets,
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The farmers
movin
the ‘golden fibre,' but in vain.

e middlemen and traders
do not show their eagerness to
buy jute of a higher rate than
the market price.

Kamalendu Saha, 34. a
middleman of jute at Sailkupa
bazar told that the market

have been

Hrice of jute in Jhenidah district

uctuates depending on the
market of Daulatpur in Khulna
district. But the rate of jute is
lower there. It compels them to

stop purchasing jute from the
growers,

Farmers waiting for a long time at a rural bazaar in Jhenidah d
but in vain. Ultimately they were

ot e

1strict recently with jute,

compelled to sell their produce below the production
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Acute housing problem
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COX'S BAZAR, Oct 19: House
rent has increased manifold in
recent years in this resort town
due to acute shortage of accom-
modation,

Tenants. especially from
fixed income group. find it dif-
{icult to keep pace with the rent

like.

Because of accommodation
crisis, a large number of pro-
fessionals, both of private and
Fubllc organisations, are facing
1ardship to maintain their
families in the district head-
quarters.

The accommodation crisis
both for residential and com-
mercial purposes has been at-
tributed to lack of adequate in-
vestment in housing sector
here.

The crisis mounted espe-
cially after the 1991 devastat-
ing cyclone and tidal surge.
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From Our Correspondent

Many non-governmental or-
ganisations came here to par-
ticipate in rehabilitation work,
causing severe accommodation
problem.

After the devastating natu-
ral calamity, Rohingya influx
aggravated the crisis. After the
influx, accommodation prob-
lerns became acute again fol-
lowing the setting up ol the new
offices of NGOs and United
Nations High Commission [or
Refugees [UNHCR]) here.

On the other hand, absence
of the Bangladesh House
Building Finance Corporation
(BHBFC) activities for many
years has also added fuel to the
crisis, local people said.

The regional office of the
HBFC is located in Chittagong
and hence the interest ot the
town was ignored.

HBFC loan disbursement
programme has remained sus-

Frivene

Fended in the district for the
ast 8 years. Suspension deci-
sion was taken by the authority
in view of slow pace of recove
ol leans, according to official
sources,

HBFC office started its ac-
livities in greater Chittagong
district in 1974. Rules and regu-

lations were not followed while |

disbursing loans. So taking ad-
vantage of these loopholes,
most of the residents did not re-
pay loans they borrowed, fore-
ing HBFC lo suspend its opera-
tion.

When asked whether any
step has been taken by the au-
thorities concerned to recover
the outstanding loans, a HBFC
official on condition of
anonymity told this correspon-
dent 350 cases has already been
filed with courts. Besides. more
cases will be filed soon, the offi-
cial added.

Indian High Commissioner Dev

et

Mukherjee and Chittagong City Corporation Mayor A B M

Mohiuddin Chowdhury visiting the Small and Cottage Industries Fair following its inau-
gural on Thursday at Chittagong outer stadium.

CU journalists
meet VC

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 19: Mem-
bers of Chittagong University
Journalists' Association
(CUJA) met Professor Abdul
Mannan, Vice Chancellor of the
university, at his office on
Tuesday to discuss present
Situation of the university.

In the meeting, CU VC vowed
10 maintain smooth academic
atmosphere in the university.

He sought journalists’ coop-
eration in this regard. He urged
the newsmen to report the inci-
dents on the campus objec-
tively.

Tawhid Ibne Farid, president
of the association. its General
Secretary Ofiul Hasnat Ruhin.
Niaz Mahmud Khan, Jasim
Uddin Khan. Hamidullah,
Mazumder Nazim Uddin, Fahad
Ferdaus and Ariful Islam were
present on the occasion.

Life-term for three

SHERPUR, Oct 19: Two
courts here awarded death sen-
tenice to three people and life
imprisonment to 12 others in
two separate murder cases, re-
ports UNB.

District and Sessions Judge
M Ismail Miah on October 7
awarded death sentence to
Askar Ali, Bulbul and Asmaul
and life term RI to eight people
of Nalitabari thana for murder-
ing the Thana Revenue Officer
in 1993. ¥

According to the prosecution
case, the convicts and their ac-
complices killed the revenue
officer on the night of January
13. 1993 in a sequel to eviction
of illegal occupants from the

overnment Khas land. Later,
they handed his body from a
tree at Rajnagar graveyard.

In a separate verdict on the

murderers

same day, Additional District
and Sessions Judge Shyam-
naravan Pal sentenced four
people to Rigorous Imprison-
ment [(RI) for life in another
murder case.

He also fined them Tk 2000
each, in default, to suffer one-
year Rl more.

The convicts are Nazrul Is-
lam, Shamsul Alam. Abdul
Jabbar and Abdur Rashid.

The judge. however, acquit-
ted eight others from the charge
of the murder.

According to the prosecu-
tion story, the convicts picked
up Mozammel Haq of village
Bishgiri in Nalitabari thana
and stabbed his to death on De-
cember 12, 1991 while he was
returning from the local mar-
ket.

here and there to sale

Nasim inaugurating 1200-line telephone exc
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the capital.
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Finance Minister Shah A M S Kihriﬁ and Home.Telecommunication Minister Mohammad
hange in Habiganj on Sunday by talking with
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17,934 certificate
cases filed in
Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Oct 19: A total
of 17,934 certificate cases were
filed for realisation of over Tk
24 crore agriculture loans in the
district till September this
year.

Five commercial banks, in-
ﬂludin% Bangladesh Krishi
Bank (BKB), filed the cases to
realise the outstanding loans.
The loans were disbursed
among farmers by the banks to
help them overcome heavy loss
caused by natural calamities.

Bangladesh Krishi Bank
(BKB) alone filed 14,831 cases
for realisation of Tk 21 crore 28
lakh, Agrani Bank filed 1.772
cases for Tk 1 crore 88 lakh.
Janata Bank filed 1,032 cases
for Tk 1 crore 31 lakh, Sonali
Bank filed 284 cases for Tk 33
lakh 50 thousand, and Rupali
Bank filed only 15 cases for Tk
6 lakh 54 thousand, official
sources said.

Gaibandha
road in
bad shape

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Oct 19:
Gaibandha-Sundarganj Road
now remains in pitiable condi-
tion.

Numerous holes and cracks
have developed on the 32 km
road, causing much suffering to
local people. The portion of the

and Laxmipur Bazaar needs
immediate renovation.

Local people said vehicles
Fl}r with risk on the road which
inks Sundarganj thana to the
district headquarters. They
urged the authorities concerned
to take immediate steps to re-
pair the road.

Plan to introduce

master’s courses
in KC College

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Oct 19: Initia-
tive has been taken up to intro-
duce master's degree courses in
five subjects in Jhenidah Gov-
ernment KC College in the next
session.

Accnrdini to the college
sources, authorities are trying
to introduce master’s courses in
Bengali, Political Science, Eco-
nomics, Management and
Mathematics. A high-profile
meeting, held at the office of the
college principal, with' Sheikh
Nurul Islam, Joint Secretary of
Education Ministry, in the
chair took the initiative re-
cently.

Among others, principal of
the college Prof Abdus Sattar.
Matiar Rahman, additional
district magistrate, Prof An-
warul Islam, Principal of Gov-
erniment Nurunnehar Women's
College, Tobarek Hossain,
Principal of Jhenidah Degree
College and Aminur Rahman,
Principal of Narikelbaria Col-
lege were present in the meet-
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PIB training
course 1n
Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, Oct 19: Press
Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
organised a training course for
the journalists of Mymensingh
in association with My-
mensingh Press Club here from
October 10 to 17, reports BSS.

Some 17 journalists of na-
tional and local dailies of My-
mensingh region participated
in the training course held at
the press club.

Director General. Press In-
stitute of Bangladesh, Dr
Sheikh Abdus Salam attended
the concluding function as the
chief guest and distributed cer-
tificates among the participants
while Editor (acting) Daily
Ittefaq Rahat Khan was present
as guest of honour.

Deputy Commissioner M
Rafiqul Islam presided over the

function.

Among others, Director
[Trainingﬁ PIB Rafiqul Islam
Nasim. Dainik Jahan Editor
Habibur Rahman Sheikh and
Press Club Secretary Mosharraf
Hossain spoke on the occasion.

Dr Salam said the regional
newspapers have been playing a
very important role in the
country and keeping this in
view the PIB has been organis-
ing training course for mofussil

journalists within its limited
resources,

road between municipal area | {8

Because of lack
of awareness

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 19 Lack of
awareness among the city
dwellers is greatly hampering
the cleanliness activities here.
said an official of Rajshahi City
Corporation.

_Cooperation from the city
residents is urgently needed to
keep the metropolitan clean”.
the official said, seeking
anonymity.

Most of the residents do not
deposit garbage in dustbins.
They drop litters and garbage in
roadside areas.

Besides, stray dogs and cats
make the situation worse. The
animals often visit the open
dustbins and rummaﬁe through
wastes, causing much suffering
to pedestrians.

The filﬁ corporation conser-
vancy authorities collect about
200 metric tons of garbage ev-
eryday.

According to sources, 274
sweepers clean roads, lanes and
by-lanes everyday in 30 wards

of the corporation.

For cleaning city drains
there are 120 sweepers. 46
sweepers cleanse Saheb Bazar,
Haragram, New Market, Shal-
baghan, Naodapara, Bus
Terminal. Binodpur, Talai-
mari, Sadhur Mor, Laxmipur
and TB Road kitchen markets.

There are 25 workers who
carry garbage from the dustbins
to dumping place.

RCC sources said the existing
manpower and equipment are
not adequate to support the
cleanliness activities. Polyt-
hene bags deposited in cit
drains are playing havoc wit
clcgnliness activities, officials
said.

However, some residents
said the city lacks adequate
number of dustbins. They said
the authorities should launch
cleanliness campaign to make
the residents aware of the prob-
lem.

Events of districts

l

n picture

L Ll L b 1&_".*"- i 8,

Sl
AR

Nepalese High Commissioner in Bangladesh Madhuraman
Acharya planting a sapling of Garjan recently on the
Chittagong University campus. Nepalese students of the
Department of Forestry and Environmental Science were
also present.
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Valiant freedom fighter and noted social worker Maj Gen
(Retd) M S A Bhuiyan addressing a meeting on October |1
at Sadardia High School ground vnder Daudkandi thann
in Comilla district. He expreesed his great concern over
the deteriorating law and order situation, joblessness, is-
sues like load-shedding, price spiral of agricultural prod-
ucts and bad communication system all over the country
including 'neglected' Daudkandi thana. He concluded a
three-day meet-the-people tour to Tulatuli, Bazar Khola,
Sr1 Rayer Char, Kolijog, Panchgachia and Daulatpur in

the thana.

Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet Ali Imam Majumder speak-

ing on Saturday at the 20th installation ceremony

of

Cyclone, a socio-cultural organisation in Sylhet.
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