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' Message from Dighinala

HE Deputy Commissioner, Khagrachhari
viewed it as 'misunderstanding between a
military sepoy and a young girl' that triggered
trouble at Babuchhara Bazar under Dighinala
police station on Saturday last. But some tribal
elements who took up the 'outrage’ as their own
obviously thought otherwise; in their eye, it was a
case of attempted molestation of a Chakma girl.
The turmoil snowballed into a bloody eruption
as three tribals died and ten persons were seriously
injured. Throughout Sunday the situation re-
mained extremely tense and nervy between the
tribals and plainland settlers.

According to Paritosh Chakma, the chairman of
Babuchhara Union Parishad, the local military
personnel fell upon the tribals hitting them with
rifle butts and lathis 'wherever they could' on
Saturday. His other allegation is that they 'incited’
the Bengali settlers to assault the tribals. Shops
were shuttered down and commodities looted pur-
portedly by Bengalis.

At the same time we have had some positive sig-
nals from the troubled spots to suggest that
through a meeting attended by local civil and mili-
tary authorities and tribal and non-tribal leader-
ships the situation has since been “brought under
control”. It is also worthwhile to note that the local
administration has constituted a three-member
probe committee comprising the ADC, Additional
Police Commissioner and importantly, the
Babuchhara UP chairman Paritosh Chakma, who
has been strident in his version about the incident,
to go into the whole episode.

To our mind, it is not merely fixing responsibil-
ity, ferreting out culprit or culprits and punishing
trouble-makers that ought to be the sole purpose of
the process of inquiry which has got underway. In
fact, we need to draw the right lessons from the
Dighinala experience. The incidents have been a
reflection of the prejudice that still lingers and in a
way, rules the roost in spite of the signing of the
historic peace accord for the CHT that otherwise
stnod out as a model of peace for ethnic conflicts
elsewhere. Let's not be ostrich-like to ignore the
pent up rancour which can only be worked off if
both sides scrupulously avoid giving provocation
to each thereby laying a strong foundation for mu-
tual trust and confidence to reign supreme.
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Happy Vijaya
RADITIONALLY, this part of the world has
enjoyed unique religious equanimity and

communal harmony. Festival of any particular
religious group or community has unfailingly
evoked a pervasive sense of jubilation across the
society, cutting aeross socto-cultural barriers. Be it
Buddha Purnima for the Buddhists, Christmas for
the Christians, Durga Puja for the Hindus or Eid-
ul-Fitr for the Muslims, people from all walks of
lite have always been imbued with the pristine
spirit of festivity. Participation rather than mere
accommodation has taken the religious harmony
that exists in the country to a glorious height,
given it an elevated stature. Therefore, Vijaya in
our country comes as a reminder of not only the
goddess’ fight against evil forces to ensure con-
tinuity of the rule of the virtue and the good, but
also appeals to sensitivity as a renewal of the
humane spirit in each and every individual, a
spirit that elevates a person above his or her
position to one that enables communion of minds.

This year, however, the Durga Puja festivities
have been stalked by what appears, in our view, as
an obscurantist design. To our sheer disgust and
dismay, some hoodlums, allegedly with the bless-
ing from the local influential quarters, went on a
rampage in Feni, Manikganj. Faridpur, Tangail,
Mymensingh, Sunamganj. Narayanganj,
Narsinghdi and Comilla, wreaking havoc on puja
pandals with a clamour for extortion of money. On
the whole, the incidents in those districts smacked
of an attempt to disrupt social peace, which we
must do everything in our power to stave off in the
future.

We believe Vijaya will dispel misgivings,
strengthen faith in each other as human beings,
renew the commitment to work together to make
the world a better place to live in.

Happy Vijaya to all.

Male Victim of Dowry!

OT only did the tragic incidents happen on the

same day but intriguingly also 'dowry' has
been the common culprit in both cases. Delwar, 35,
of Madartek area at the outskirts of Dhaka set a
rare example of anti-dowry sentiments by hanging
himself from a ceiling fan on Sunday when pressed
hard by his parents to extract dowry from his wife.
As a conscientious and loving husband Delwar
thought it to be the last resort to protect his inno-
cent wife from harassment. But little did he realise
perhaps that his wife would be a widow.

On the same day newly-wed Rina. 15, strangu-
lated herself to death at Charkaliganj under
Munshiganj district to escape dowry-related tor-
ture of her husband. Another life was lost because
of the curse of dowry at a tender age. When chil-
dren of Rina's age go to school and play in the
shadows of banian trees, she was already married
for three months and tortured for something that

was quite unknown to her.

Society must take note of the supreme sacrifice
made by Delwar to protect his innocent wife. His
example must be taken up by social scientists and
social organisations as an added impetus to the
fight against the scourge of dowry throughout the
lgpgth and breadth of Bangladesh. Let the likes of
Delwar embolden the hearts of millions of young
-Bangladeshis to rise against the system of dowry
and protect the honour and dignity of women in

the society.
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THE European Commis-
sion, the executive of the
European Union (EU),
urged the 15-nation powerful
European body to give Turkey
candidate status, but it main-
tained that negotiations can
start only when Turkey meets
the Copenhagen criteria, the
obligatory political and eco-
nomic conditions.

Thus once again the long
quest for Turkey of membership
of EU has begun. It may be re-
called that a severe brake was
put in Luxembourg Summit two
‘ears ago, when the 15-nation

ody accepted to enlarge the
body by the addition of 12
members but decided to keep
Turkey out. It had then created
bitter disappointment in
Turkey and there was talk here
of abandoning the quest for
membership. Turkey has been
after the membership of EU
since as far back as 1963.

The recommendation of the
Commission made on 12 Octo-
ber in Brussels, at the EU head-
quarters, will need to be ap-
proved by the EU Summit in
Helsinki in December next.
Barring a major mishap the
Sumimit is expected to approve
the recommendation of the
Comimission.

The recommendation of the
Commission has been greeted
favourably by the Turkish au-
thorities. Turkish Prime Minis-

If Turkey has sought EU membership with a remarkable single-mindedness, there has been greaf
hesitation within the EU regarding this new member. The inclusion of Turkey would radically
change the complexion of EU. Because it will cease to remain a Christian club

ter Bulent Ecevit has charac-
terised it as "a favourable and
hopeful development”. He
added, "Whatever conditions
have been accepted for other
candidates, same must apply
for us.”

The Copenhagen criteria
proposes measures including
enhanced political dialogue
with particular reference to
human ri%hts. providing asso-
ciation ol common positions
under a common foreign and
security policy. and coordinat-
ing all sources of EU financial
assistance for pre-accession
within a single framework. The
Comrmission's report main-
tains that Turkey is still far
from meeting the Copenhagen
criteria particularly in the ar-
eas of human rights and protec-
tion of minorities. On the econ-
omy the Commission notes
Turkey's progress in reducing
inflation and urged continua-
tion of privatisation.

On the path to Turkey's
membership of the EU, the
strongest roadblock is no doubt
the thorny question of Cyprus.
The island, which won inde-
pendence from Britain in 1960

was effectively partitioned in
1974 between the Greek major-

ity south and Turkish minority

north. The Greek part s two
thirds of the island and the
Turkish part, one third. The
Greek part is recognised by the
world community including the
UN. whereas its Turkish part
known as the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus is recog-
nised by Tirkev alone. Over the

years long drawn out negotia-
tion between the two sides of
Cyprus along with Greece and
Turkey. with a UN mediator
have led to no result. The Greek
part of Cyprus is about to start
negotiations with the EU to join
it as a member. With the pas-
sage of time the gulf between the
two parts of Cyprus has grown
and Rauf Denktas. the President
of Northern Cyprus has been
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claiming the recognition of two
Cyprus. Should the Greek part
of Cyprus join the EU, there is a
distinct possibility that North-
ern Cyprus will join Turkey.
The US has taken in hand
the entire Cyprus question and
the mediator of President Bill
Clinton, Alfred Noses, has had
several rounds of talks with a
view to finding a solution. He is
supposed to have resumed his

The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

efforts attempting to weave in
the question of membership of
Turkey in EU. Of all the ideas
floated on Cyprus, the one that
appears to have some chance of
success is the possibility of a
confederation between the two
parts of Cyprus, which will save
the integrity of the island. In
1960 when Britain withdrew
from Cyprus granting the island
independence, it created a fed-

eration and tried to balance del-
icately the demands of the two
communities Greek and
Turkish. It proved to be a non-
starter right from the be%;in.ning
and following a pro-Greek mili-
tary coup in 1974 the arrange-
ment fell apart. This led to the
Turkish invasion of northern
Cyprus and partition of the is-
land. A big distance has grown
between the two communities
on the island and the only solu-
tion would appear to be a loose
confederation. The two com-
munities would need time to
live together once again.
Turkey has taken 36 years to
reach one point from where she
must start her yet another long
search for membership of the
EU. The situation this time
around looks more promising
than any time in the past. Her
arch enemy Greece appears to
have lifted her veto. although
she has not implicitly said so.
The earthquake of August 1999
that devastated a large part of
Turkey along her Marmara sea
shore, provoked an amazing
outpouring of sympathy. sup-
ort and complete assistance

rom Greece. The earthquake in

A Personal Tribute to Mwalimu J ulius_N_yerere

Turkey in Europe: Seekig a Seat in EU

Greece, though of much lower
intensity also provoked spon-
taneous Turkish help. The
friendship between the two peo-
ples have blossomed and augurs
well for the membership of
Turkey in the EU.

If Turkey has sought EU
membership with a remarkable
single-mindedness, there has
been great hesitation within the
EU regarding this new member
The inclusion of Turkey would
radically change the complex-
ion of EU. Because it will cease
to remain a Christian club, but
will have the first Muslim
member. Turkey with her size
and a population of 65 million
will rank among the heavy-
weights of the EU. As EU con-
tinues its thnist east most of the
new members will be of Turkic
origin. former members of the
Soviet Union. This will give ad-
ditional weight to Turkey. EU

*gives its members unrestricted
authorization to freely move in
any member country. The ar-
rival of the huge Turkish work
force causes anxiety among the
developed partners of the EU.

According to present calcu-
lations Turkey, if and when she
is accepted as a member of the
EU, will be the 28th member.
That seems far off. Yet such is
the tenacity of Turkish foreign
policy that she is bound to
achieve the goal of EU member-
ship sooner or later,

A Champion of South-South Cooperation

HE death of Mwalimu
I Julius Nyerere will be a
great loss not only to his
country and people but for the
international community as a
whale. In the sixties and
seventies his powerful voice was
heard in various fora in support
of decolonisation and the
freedom struggle of countries
the world over; in the fight
against apartheid and racism:
and in the quest of the
developing countries [or a new
inlernational economic order.
In the OAU, the Common-
wealth, the Non-aligned
Movement, the UN and the
Group of 77, Mwalimu invari-
ably championed the cause of
the third world, the poor and
the downtrodden. He spoke
fearlessly and with authority.
While he was a strnnF critic of
the iniquities of the global eco-
nomic system, the never ending
erosion ol commodity prices,
the nmounting debt problems of
the poor, his criticism was in-
variably backed by solid facts
as well as constructive sugges-
tions. Mwalimu's was one of the
first voices that spoke up in
support of South-South cooper-
ation. lle argued that if the
South wanted the North to get
down at the negotiation table
and for the North-South dia-
logue to produce resulis the
South would have to first and
foremost organise itself, estab-
lish its own Secretariat which
would not simply provide
Elmn% back up supgon and re-
search for the South in its dia-
logue with the North. but would
serve as an anchor for South-

>aulh cooperation.
uring my lenuie  as

Chairinan of the G-77 in New
York during the period 1982-83
It was my privilege to hand over
to Mwalimu a set of documents
prepared by the office of the
Chairman of the G-77. includ-
ing the first ever compendium
of documenits on economic co-
operation among developing
countries (ECDC). This 300- page
ECDC Handbook, as we called
it, was very warmly received by
Mwalimu. He was above all a
man of action. He believed in
practising what he preached. He
was the first to realise that
third world solidarity and
South-South cooperation would
amount to little more than
empty slogans unless the South
could demonstrate that it had
the political will to implement
the many programmes of co-
generation that it had adopted.
The framework for ECDC and
South-South cooperation had
been carefully crafted at two
landmark meetings of the G-77:
in 1979 at the G-77 ministerial
meeting in Arusha and two

by Farooq Sobhan

Perhaps the idea of strengthening the South Centre can be taken up at the first-ever South Summit

to be held in Havana next year. A summit at which Mwalimu would have certainly been one of the

key figures. It will be a tragedy if the South Centre to which Mwalimu devoted so much of his time
and energy, which was a testimonial to his strong commitment to South-South cooperation, was

years later in 1981 in Caracas.
when the G-77 adopted a com-
prehensive programme of ac-
tion on ECDC,; but sadly the
process of implementation re-
mained slow and painful.

In 1985 Mwalimu's decision
to step down voluntarily as
President of Tanzania, This
unprecedented step was both
applauded and mourned, ap-
Faudrsd because this was the
irst time that a third world
leader who enjoyed the unques-
tioned support and popularity
of his people had veluntaril
handed over power, even thoug
he was in good health and
mentally as agile and active as
ever. This was a powerful exam-
ple to other third world leaders
and greatly enhanced
Mwalimu's stature and moral
authority. But Mwalimu's deci-

_sion to retire was mourned and'
regretted throughout the third.

world, [or it had lost one of its
outstanding leaders — a man of
vision and a man of action. The
South simply could not let him
go.

Both as Chairman of the G-
77 and subsequently as chair-
man of the third world forum's
committee on ECDC, which in-
cluded a number of third
world's most well known au-
thorities on ECDC, we advo-
cated the setting up of an inde-
pendent comimission of the
South. The purpose of this
commission would be two-fold.
The South Comrission on the
one hand put forward a plan ol
action for the South on how
best to activate North-South
negotiations and also put for-
ward their ideas on the shape
and nature of the new global
economic system and the ratio-
nale for the existing system.
The South Commission would
also be required to put forward
a blueprint for South-South co-
operation, as well as specific
proposals on how best the
South could implement these
proposals.

In 1984 | moved from New
York to Malaysia as the High
Commissioner of Bangladesh. °

In 1985 the Institute for
Strategic and International
Studies (ISIS) in Kuala Lumpur
in collaboration with the Third
World Foundation hosted an in-
lernational conference on
South-South cooperation. The
Prime Minister ulPMaIa}rsia. Dr

# allowed to fade away into obscurity .
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Mahathir bin Mohammad,
chaired the conference. which
was attended, among others, by
Mr. Michael Manley, the then
Prime Minister ol Jamaica,
Sonny Ramphal. the then
Secretary General of the
Commonwealth, Gamani
Corea. former Secretary
General of UNCTAD, the late
Ken Dadzie his successor, Sir
Alister Mcintyre, Deputy
Secretary General of UNCTAD
and many other eminent per-
sonalities from the third world.
I was closely associated with
the preparations for this con-
ference and alsc wrote one of
the Keynote papers for the con-
ference: "The opportunities for
South-South cooperation.” This
conference recommended the
establishment of the South
Commission. Shortly there-
alter Dr Mahathir set up a steer-

Taqznnin§ mourn the d'mi..se of former Tazanan President
Julius Nyerere who died in London last week.
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ing committee for the estab-
lishment of the South
Commissioin. | was invited to
serve on the steering committee
and wrote the concept paper and
the other supporting papers.

1 also sug%ested to Dr
Mahathir that the best person
to chair the South Commission
would be Mwalimu. [ remember
Dr, Mahathir saying,
'President Nyerere has just re-
tired. Will he agree to assume
such a major responsibility?" [
said that I was sure that if Dr
Mahathir personally met with
him, he could persuade
Mwalimu to accept. Here were
the two most vocal and enthu-
siastic supporters and believers
in South-5outh cooperation.
Their partnership could be an
important turning point for the
South, Dr Mahathir personally
lew Lo Dar es Salaam and met

—
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Woes of number
1132"

Sir. The DS has been spar-
ing the letter columns to project
the miseries and sufferings of
the community of subscribers
with "32" prefixed telephones,
Inasmuch as, it has also voiced
the malaise through an editorial
seeking justice from the right
quarters but unfortunately no
positive action appears to Eave
been taken as yet. Authorities
must impress the public i.e.
the taxpayers by example and
not by enunciating policies
and speeches only.

Despite the fact that it would
be a repetition, | would still like
toh on the same tune and
highlight the following identified
serious inconvenience to draw
the attention of the relevant au-
thority.

— INo dial tone.

— Continuous dial tone i.e.
rendering the telephone to be a
one-way facility only to recejve
calls and not be able to make
one,

— Regular wrong numbers
meaning an additional cost
burden on the poor subscriber.
Restrained access to
modern IT facilities i.e. Email

circuit.

— Hindrance in receiving in-
ternational calls.

— Above all, extremely lim-
ited using facility by the sub-
scribers whereas negatively re-
warded by excessive over-billing
at the end of each month.

N Ahmed

House No. 251/N

Road No. 23 (old)
Dhanmondi R/A., Dhaka

Government vs
bureaucracy:
Which is more

powerful?

Sir. Which is more powerful?
The government or the bureau-
cracy? Some decisions and
steps (including eviction of sex
workers and slum dwellers
from their respective areas.
raising question about the ac-
countability of newspapers etc.)
taken by the government re-
cently have inspired the political
observers and analysts to raise
such a question. It is evident
from the overall situation that
a group ol influential bureau-
crats have already surrounded

the PM and her government.
But are there any relevant
reasons for AL to be dependent
onl the bureaucracy? If 'yves
then what are the causes asso-
ciated with the AL's depen-
dency on bureaucracy? Are they
unable to take proper decision
in a given situation? Are the AL
leaders afraid of opposition
parties’ so-called anti-govern-
ment movement? [f the answer
i1s 'no.’ then what conditions
have made them dependent on
bureaucracy?

Most of the AL leaders are
known as experienced politi-
cians. In the movement for in-
stitutionalisation of democracy
in the country their contribution
is immense. They were in poli-
tics for a long time as a power-
ful opposition party. During
that time they had the oppor-
tunity to be close with the peo-
ple. They have gathered much
experience about governance.

It should be noted that after
coming to power in June 1996,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
declared that good governance
would be given priority by her
government. So people's expec-
tations from her government
were vast. But in reality people
have not found any sign of good
governance. The more time
passes, the more dependency of
AL on bureaucracy increases.
Previous political history has
proved that dependency on bu-
reaucracy was never helpful for
any government. So it cannot be
an exception in the case of AL
government. Under a multi-
party democracy. the ruling
party has to be dependent on
the parliament. on the opinion

of mass people and their repre-
sentatives.,

Munir Uddin Sharnim
216 Fakirapool
Dhaka-1000

Don't let him
multiply

Sir. Ershad Sikdar's mis-
chievous activities assumed
such a proportion that he may
be called a monster.
~ Obviously, he received bless-
Ings and indulgence from un-
scrupulous people of various
quarters. Without their bless-
ings he would not have turned
out to be the Ershad Sikdar of
today. So alongside his trial, his
peers and accomplices must be
identified and brought to book.
otherwise many Ershad Sikdars

will reappear in the near fu-
ture.

Khijir Ahmed
Bagbari. Sylhet

Non-payment
of bills

__Sir. Many influential people
including our political leadere
and MPs have not paid their
telephone and electricity bills.
worth lakhs of taka, for a long
time.

We strongly demand that
like bank loan defaulters. those
who fail to make uptodate pay-
ment of their telephone and
electricity bills. may not be al-
lowed to file nomination

papers or contest in the local or
natiotal elections.

0. H Kabir

Wan. Dhaka-1203
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with Mwalimu in 1986 at the
time of the Non-aligned summit
in Harare. The rest is history.
Mwalimu visited Malaysia
shortly thereafter. The South
Commission was born. This in
turn spawned the G-15 and the
South Centre.

For the remaining years of
his life from 1986 till his death
Mwalimu devoted a substantial
part of his time and energy first
to the South Commission. and
subsequently to the South
Centre. [ had the opportunity to
meet Mwalimu a number of
times during the past ten years
in Beijing when 1 was ambas-
sador, in Delhi when 1 was High
Commissioner and more re-
cently in Dar es-Salaam, at
Durban during the NAM sum-
mit and again in May this vear

in London. We invariably spoke
apout >outh-Sputh cooperation

and (he Seuth Centre. .
[t was one of Mwalimu's
most fervent desires to see the
establishment of a strong th rd
world secretariat. The South
Centre, he felt. could be trans-
formed into such a secretariat.
Instead of havin% a multiplicit
of small units helping the G 7
in different parts of the world,
it would be perhaps the most
fitting testimonial to Mwaliinu
if his final legacy, the South
Centre, could be converted into
a4 permanent and strong secre-
tariat for the third world, sirni-

lar to the OECD. Such a secre-
tariat could assist the different
chapters of the G-77, as well as
the Non-aligned Movement and
the G-15. It would above all en-
sure proper coordination not
only among the different chap-
ters of the G-77 but between 1he
NAM and the G-77. It would
SErve as a research centre and
think tank for the South and
would also serve both as a nerve
centre as well as a clearing
house for all matters relating to
South-South cooperation. It
would also assist the South in
formulating its positions on
different subjects in various
fora in their negotiations with
the North.

Perhaps this idea of
strengthening the South Centre
can be taken up at the first-ever
South Summit to be held in
Havana next year. A summit at
which Mwalimu would have
certainly been one of the key
figures. It will be a tragedy if the
South Centre to which
Mwalimu devoted so much of
his time and energy, which was
a testimonial to his stron
commitment to South-Sout
cooperation, was allowed to
fade away into obscurity and
perish because it lacked politi-
cal and financial support. So
long as Mwalimu was alive he
would not permit this to hap-
pen. Now that he is no more, I
am sure that his colleagues, the
leaders of the third world. who
are today paying tributes to
him, will ensure that the South
Centre is indeed transformed
into the Third World
Secretariat.

The writer is Special Envoy
of the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh

Abul M Ahmad

Our society is facing a danger
signal — of the oncoming disin-
tegration due to moral lapses in
almost all the sectors, led by the
offensive political culture. Now
the moral danger is greater
than that of the continued po-
litical instability.

The politicians and their
parties are unlikely to come to
the rescue of the sociely, as, so
far. since liberation, they have
been looking only inword for
self-gain and consolidation;
and more so when politics is
unstable; which is., unfortu-
nately happening all the time
without any break. A person or
group in the vicious cycle of
self-instability cannot help
others., and is therefore de-
barred morally and spiritually
from public service. The part-
ners in this gamr: will not con-
firm this underlying condition,
and put the blame on other
causes [the alibi syndrome); as
the mass media reveal so
clearly.

The intellectuals in any so-
ciety are the unofficial
guardians for affecting correc-
tions to administrations and
policy makers. But today there
is no non-political mechanism
to monitor good governance.
Governance in the under-devel-
oped countries care a hoot for
public feedback. Such mecha-
nism exists in rudimentary
form, and is over-ruled most of
the time. The main reason for
such weakness is the polarity of
the non-independent intellec-
tuals to take political sides, and
operate under political umbrel-
las; thereby making it easier for
the political parties to condone
moral excesses. Every activity
in a society has to be challenged
according to the mode of the
momernt.

The question arises as to
how and why the intellectuals
have surrendered their individ-
ual ..>-rty of private thinking
and to assert themselves inde-
pendent., . Sycophants have
never contributed positively to
the development ol the society
in any form. but their number

ana influence have not wanerl
decaile after decade This cancer
in the society is being ignored.

Il points to a danger signal :

the power of the superior mind
in the \
. utilised publicly for the com-
mon good of the common peo-
ple. Secondly. only mass upris-

minority cannot be

ing (one form is revolution, an-
other is civil disobedience
movetnent) can remove the
sores from the debased society,
run by powerful persons (not
personalities) with weak belief
in public service. The demo-
cratic elected governments dur-
ing the decade of the 1990s have
failed to improve the moral and
economic environment. In fact,
the situation has now assumed
critical turn in the sense that
the society today is facing se-
vere disintegrating forces
which cannot be handled or
solved politically. It means the
situation may be out of control
of the political leadership, leav-
ing a vacuum which cannot he
taken over by the intellectuals
and the non-political leaders of
the society. A nation cannot
rise embedded with such debili-
ties which affect the very roots
of the philosophy of life.

It also means that we have to
start {rom zero all over once
agdain. The rnasses cannot be
bhlamed for the core lapses in
the leadership in all the sectors.
Another proof comes from the
emergence ol negative tycoons
in the garb of Ershad Sikdar of
Khulna: There are many more
such Shikdars in the murky so-
ciety who have to be flushed out
by the mass media. Who else
can take up this exposure cam-
paign, and bell the devilish
cats? Terrorism in various
forms have reached the limit of
control — now the patrons will
be the victims. as is usually the
case.

The intellectuals are not se-
riously protesting and pointing
out the dangers to prevent the
nation from reaching the point
of no-return. Most of them run
with the hare and hunt with the
hounds. In a society when con-
formal excels over individual-
ism, the symptoms are manifest
in certain ways. On the other

hand. there are underlyin
causes lor the rapid rise o
moral degradation in a society.
Today we are suffering both |
from moral and political fa-
tigue and bankruptcy, in an en-
vironment steeped in economic
poverty.

type -::-Iyd
Ing right at the top. We have a
powerful middle class who can
think, once outside the shack-
les of materialistic covetous-
ness. The greatest curse in a so-

ciety is not being allowed to
think loudly.

e —————

It is time for the right
ebates o start — start-




