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DHAKA TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1999

Talk: cano Shasthya Nagar Hospital will hold a talk on

"Biotechnolo
Bangladesh-
premises. Time: 9:30 am.

in Medicine". Speaker: Dr Ahmed Abdullah Azad, 2
rn biotechnologist from Australia. Venue: Hospital

Discussion meeting: Mohammadpur Kendriya

Biswabidyalay College will hold a

iscussion meeting on "Students

of the 21st century; Bangladesh context” as part of its Freshers'
Reception '99 programme. Venue: College premises at Nurfjahan
Road, Mohammadpur. Time: 11:00 am.

Recitation

programime: Bangladesh Sanskriti

Kendra will hold a recitation and solo sgeet:h programme to mark
a

the 25th death anniversary of
Pratyasha Prangan, 5/5 Gaznabi

am.

oet Farrukh med. Venue:
, Mohammadpur. Time: 11:00

IUBAT seminar: The Centre for Policy Research (CPR) of

International University of Business
(IUBAT) will hold a seminar on "Natural

Canadian and Other Countries’

of IUBAT, House No 135, Road No

pm.

iculture and Technology
as Use and Regulation —

riences”. Venue: Room No 105
A, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00

Meeting: The Executive Committee of Bangladesh Anti Drug
Federation of NGOs will hold a meeting. Venue: 2nd floor of 70/A.
Purana Paltan Line (VIP Road). Time: 5:30 pm.

Meetin

8: An extended meeting of the BAl Old Boys'
Association will be held. Venue:

Conference room of the

Bangladesh Agriculture Institute. Time: 5:30 pm.

Thundershowers likely

Moderate rain or thundershowers with

sty wind is likely at

most places over the cnunua.r with moderately heavy to heavy falls

at places over the country ti

6 pm today, repo

rts UNB.

Slight rise in day temperature is expected over the country
during the period, according to Met office.
The country's highest temperature 30.8 degree Celsius was

recorded yesterday at Teknaf and the lowest 21.

Ra ur.

degree Celsius at

€ sun sets in the capital today at 5.30 pm and rises tomorrow

at 5.58 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Murni:& Eveni%

Dhaka 26.0 23.7
Chittagong 27.0 23.6 88 97
Rajshahi 26.3 23.2 96 98
Khulna 29.5 24.5 93 93
Barisal 26.6 23.5 98 98
Sylhet 24.5 22.8 93 98
Cox's Bazar 28.0 23.4 95 5

'HERE and THERE

JCD

By DU Correspondent

Leaders of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) yesterday
urged the student community to
act in unison to topple the 'au-

tocratic and subservient'
ernment of Sheikh Hasina.

The JCD leaders were ad-
dressing a workers' meeting at
Mirpur with its central general
secretary Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu in the chair.

gov-

: "'I‘he;f | of the government .Shahid Ahmed
éf ﬁasi a‘lis now dﬁ]_;,r‘-‘a"m tter® %also adﬂrehid'aml}g
of time as she has lost the faith ¢ Nurul

of the people and is resorting to
repressive measures on the JCD
men,” the JCD general secretary
said. Pintu urged Hasina to re-
frain from such 'undemocratic’
activities in the future.

Among others. Mamun
Hasan. Harun Rasheed,
Shamim Parvej, Hafizur Rah-
man, Golam Mostafa and Mu-
radul Islam were addressed the
meeting.

Unnayan Shamannay

A daylong environmental
workshop was held at the
CIRDAP auditorium yesterday,

reports UNB.
Environment and Forest
Secretary Syed Margub

Morshed was present as chief
uest at the workshop organised
y Unnayan Shamannay, a

non-profitable organisation for

research, development and cul-
tural le :

, UNDP Assistant Resident
Representative Shirin Kamal
Sayeed, EDP Project Coor-
dinator Farug Chowdhury and
Muhammad Zahangir were
present as special guests on the
occasion presided over by
Unnayan Shamannay
Chairman Dr Ataur Rahman.

PDB Sramik
Karmachari

Oikya Parishad

By Staff Correspondent

PDB Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad has called upon
the government to save the state
owned Power Development
Board from the conspiracies of
foreign traders and multina-
tional companies.

The Parishad in a protest

rally at the PDB office premises
yesterday vowed to foil any
conspiracy to privatise PDB due

o pressure from donor coun-

tries. They also demanded can-
cellation of the decision of
turning Ashuganj Power Plant
into a private company.

Theg' also threatened to be-
%in a direct action programme
rom a rally they are scheduled
to hold on October 25 if their
demands are not met.

Presided over by engineer

the. rall as
thﬁb}'
Amin, "Shahlahan

Khnadaker, Mizanur Rahman,
Zafrul Hasan and Saedur

Rahman,
ADAB

The Association of Develop-
ment Agencies of Banglades
(ADAB) yesterday praised the
government for banning the
import of vetch, an Australian
species of pulse, for the sake of
public hea.l‘ih. reports BSS,

In a statement, ADAB, the
apex body of the non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs).
said the prompt response by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed to the demands from
experts and the press was an ex-
ample of democratic account-
ability."

The government yesterday
banned the import of vetch,
which look like Bangladesh‘s
Fufmlar "Masoordal” (lentil)
ollowing press reports that it
contains “chemical elements”
which are dangerous for public
health.

The vetch was beinﬁ im-
ported since the early 90s by the
Eﬂvate sector. The government,

owever, never imported the
pulse.

An official announcement
yesterday said the government
sought information from Aus-
tralian Agriculture Ministry on
the vetch and also sent samples
of the pulse to BSTI, BC&R
Nutrition Science Institute and
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute for opinions
if it was suitable for human
consumption.

The government will take
decision on already imported
vetch on the reports of the stud-
ies and information from
Australia.

Valuables worth
Tk 20 lakh looted
in Gaibandha

GAIBANDHA. Oct 18: Armed
robbers swooped on 12 night
coaches and six trucks on
Dhaka-Rangpur highway in
Sadullapur thana early Sunday
and looted valuables worth Tk
20 lakh. reports UNB.

Witnesses said the muggers
blocked the highway near
Gosaijani Bridge with timbers
and committed the robbery on
the passing vehicles.

At least 25 ple. including
drivers and helpers of the vehi-
cles, as they tried to resist the
highwaymen. who reportedly
made off with the booty when
patrol police reached the spot.

Speaker returns

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury yesterday returned
home after attending the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU)
conference held in Berlin, re-
ports BSS.

The Speaker led Bangladesh
delegation at the 102nd confer-
ence of the IPU. He highlighted
the prevailing political. eco-
nomic and social condition in
the world.

Privatisation
Board chief
VISItS puja
pavilions

FARIDPUR. Oct 18:
Chairman of the Privatisation
Board Kazi Zafarullah visited a
number of puja mandaps in
different unions of Bhanga
thana under Faridpur district
on Saturday and Sunday last,
reports BSS.

He visited Nurullahganj.
Manikdaha, Pukuria, Hamirdi.
Bhanga, Sharifabad. Kawli-

bera. Chumurdi. Kalamridha,

Dewrabazar. Roynogar and
Maligram puja mandaps.
During the visit, Kazi

Zafarullah talked to the mem-
bers of the Hindu community
and enquired about their wel-

fare. He exchanged views with
them and said Bangladesh is a
land of communal harmony.

He 'said the Muslims,
Hindus. Christians and
Buddhists have been living here
peacefully since time immemo-
rial. The chairman donated a
sum of money to the puja man-
dap committees from his per-
sonal [und.

J

'Killing of
Bangabandhu
tarnished
1mage abroad'

State Minister for Infor- .

mation Professor Abu Sa
said yesterday that the image of
the nation was tarnished before
the world community with the
assassination of father of the
nation on August 15, 1975,
reports BSS.

"The killers did not follow
any norms and showed mini-
mum respect to any religion.
Those who had extended coop-
eration to the killers after UE
killing had violated human
rights,” he said.

Prof Sayeed was speaking at
a function at the Bangladesh
Betar auditorium here. The pro-
gramme titled "We are amidst
thousands of children” was or-
%anised on the occasion of the

Sth birth anniversary of
Sheikh Russel.

Russel, the youngest son of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was brutally assassi-
nated on that fateful night.

The minister said, we should
make our children competent
enough to cope with the prob-
lems of the next millennium.
"They are the future of the coun-
try, so we have to build them as
worthy citizens of the country
prmrlcﬂng them all rights and
opportunities,” he said.

Paying rich tributes to the
memory of Sheikh Russel, he
said, we have to be cautious so
that no one has to become vic-
tim of such brutality.

Prof Sayeed demanded im-
mediate implementation of the
verdict of Bangabandhu murder
case,

Information Secretary M
Akmal Hossain, Director
General of Bangladesh Betar M I
Chowdhury and Regional
Director M A Jalil took part in
the discussion.

Foundation laid
for Khalmoor
Youth Training
Centre

HABIGANJ, Oct 18: Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria said the
government has arranged
lraining programmes for the
youth to rear them as human
resources for overall economic
development of the country
through poverty alleviation,
reports UNB.

"The government expedited
the youth-training programmes
Lo involve the youth with eco-
nomic activities to help them
become self-employed.” he said
at the foundation-laying cere-
mony of youth Training Centre
at Khalmoor in the district
Sunday.

Kibria told the function that
an employment bank has been
established to provide the

. ;!;g.m%xt;mng; Peaple with, cred-

its to generate sell-employment
opportunities,

Listing various other steps
for the welfare of the unem-
ployed youths, he said the
Youth Development Depart-
menl has imparted training to

8.61 lakh youlhs during the last
three and a half years ol the
present government's tenure
against only 3.25 lakh in last
21 years. .

Among others, Poura
Chairman Shahid Chowdhury
and Enamul Haq Mostafa
Shahid MP were present in the
function.

The centre will be con-
structed at a cost of Tk 3.5 crore
with a training facility for 400
trainees per year in different
trade courses.

Tk 13 cr bridge
construction
project taken up

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Oct
18: ATk 13 crore pruLect to con-
struct the Chowdala bridge over
river Mahananda in Gomos-
tapur Upazila of the district is
being implemented by the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment, reports BSS.

The project was taken'in the
last year.

The construction of the

bridge is in full swing and will
be completed during the current
fiscal year.

Death anniversary

The 4th death anniversary
of late Alhaj Zahurul Islam, the
founder chairman of the Islam
Group will be observed today,
says a press release.

On this occasion, arrange-
ments have been made to host a
milad mahfil at the deceased's
native village of Bajitpur under
Kishoreganj district at 11:00 in
the morning.

All the concerns of Islam
Group will remain closed on the
occasion.

Chehlum

The chehlum of Joyenuddin
Ahmed of Shahjadpur under
Sirajganj district will be held
today at the deceased's residence
at Veruadah, says a press

release.
Joyenuddin died on
tember 9 at the age of 75. He

left behind his wife, two sons, a
daughter and a number of
grandchildren and relatives to
mourn his death.

* * *

The chehlum of Fazlur
Rahman Khan (Bullet Khan).
former AGM of Audit
Department of Sonali Bank
head office and founder of
Bangabandhu Law House in
Amlapara. will be held today
after Asr prayers at his
Amlapara residence, says a
press release.

All friends, relatives and
well-wishers of the deceased
have been requested to attend
the cerenmnﬁrjand ray for the
salvation of his sm.ﬂ.

News

Human chain
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Oct 18: Anti-ler-
rorism Citizens' Committee or-
ganised a human chain on the
court premises today to protest
the killing of a Chhatra League
leader, reports UNB.

A procession was also
brought out demanding trial of
the killers of Golam Murshad. a
central leader of BCL, in the
town.

Student romance
ends in apparent

murder-suicide

CHICAGO, Oct 18: Two stu-
dents were found dead in a
Michigan college dormitory in
an apparent murder-suicide,
police said Monday, rpeots
AFP.

Police are investigating the
shootings., but they believe
Neenef Odah, 20, shot his for-
mer girlfriend Margaret Wardle,
19, before turning his shotgun
on himself, Captain Jerome
Bryant said.

The bodies of Odah, from
Seattle, Washington and War-
dle, from Plainwell, Michigan,
were found at Kalamazoo Col-
lege. in southwestern Michigan,
earlv Monday.

Housewife killed
in Satkhira

SATKHIRA, Oct 18: A young
housewife was killed by uniden-
tified assailants in her sleep in
Sadar thana Saturday night,
reports UNB.

Police said the miscreants
swooped on Sabita Rani Das,
35, and her husband Subal
Kumar in their house at village
Balitha at the dead of night and
stabbed Sabita to death.

Pakistan

From page 1
dia, I thought was quite good."
Clinton told reporters in Wash-
inglon,

The US ambassador to Pak-
istan said today he was heart-
ened by army ruler General
Pervez Musharraf's pledge to
usher in real democracy but
disa;f;pninted his speech set no
timetrame for a return to demo-
cratic rule,

He told reporters: "Yes, we
were disappointed at that, the
lack of specific timeframe, but
we were also heartened by his
pledge that the military would
remain in power only as long as
absolutely necessary,” Ambas-
sador William Milam said.

The United States would
take a "wait-and-see" stance on
future International Monet
Fund loans to Pakistan, on
which the country's crumbling
economy depends, Milam said.

Milam said he would have
liked Musharraf, who seized
power in a bloodless coup last
Tuesday, to have addressed the
issue of terrorism and Saudi-
born terrorism suspect Osama
bin Laden, who is a "guest" of
Afghanistan's Taleban move-
meiit.,

In Singapore, International
Monetary Fund first Deputy
Managing Director Stanley
Fischer said the Fund was still
assessing the situation in

Pakistan and would not resume

funding for the country for the
time being.

Japan, Islamabad's biggest
aid donor, said today that Pak-
istan's new military ruler

should set clear procedures and
a timetable for restoring
democracy in his country,

"We consider it i:nportant
for Pakistan to indicate a on-
crete process for restor.ng

suspended

democracy — including proce-
dure and timetable,” top gov-
ernment spokesman Mikio
Aoki told a regular news con-
ference in Tokyo.

Meanwhile Pakistani intel-
lectuals expressed fears today
that military rule could last
much longer than expected, de-
Spile an army pledge to return
the country to eventual demo-
cratic rule.

“There is no limit on (time)."
AR Rehman, director at the
Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, told a seminar held
tlo "make sense of the recent
events of Pakistan.”

Rehman, who recalled past
statements of three other mili-
tary rulers, said Musharrafs
‘national agenda” was "open-
ended” and there was no time
frame for its completion.

Qaisar Bengali, an
economist, said the agenda of
economic revival alone could
take a long time because of the
extent and the complexity of the
economic crisis.

‘1 just do not know what this
government can do... the econ-
omy is in such a bad shape,
structurally,” Bengali said.

He said the army would ei-
ther stay for a very fong time or
fail to deliver on’its plans for

-economic revival.

Rain
From page 1

rainfall was: Teknaf- 143 mm,
Kutubdia- 34 mm. Cox's Bazar-
78 mm. Rangpur -20 mm,
Chittatgong- 43 mm, Sitakundu
-31 mm, Sylhet- 16 mm, Feni-
33 mm, Maijdi- 24 mm, Hatiya-
19 mm, Comilla- 15 mm, Chan-
dpur- 29 mm, Mymensingh- 28
mm, Tangail- 81 mm, Madar-
ipir- 105 mm, Barisal- 51 mm
and Bhola- 30 mmni.

i e e ;i
e '.';"'.:.' boarlo :

President of Pakista . Mohg

ruler General Pervez Must

Islamabad. Musharraf in hi

ress vowed "revolutionary s

. '.'.'._.I ...L. ....

ys new military

the

teps" to revive

the national

economy, restore investors’ confidence and recover plundered wealth after the army seized
power from the elected government in a bloodless military coup on October 12.—AFP photo
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PM in Sydney

From page 1

State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chow hury.
who is accompanying the
Bangladesh leader, said.

A group of leading busi-
nessmen headed by FBCCI Pres-
ident Abdul Awal Mintoo also
arrived with the Prime Minis-
ter to lore ways for enhanc-
ing trade and investment in
B adesh.

asina will address a meet-
ing of Australian investors and
businessmen here tomorrow
(Tuesday) to seek further in-
vestment in Bangladesh and
support to the country's emerg-
ing economy. Bangladesh Trade
and Investment Forum would
sponsor the meeting at Went-
worth Hotel.

Hasina will hold official
talks with Australian Prime
Minister John Howard here
Wednesday. Trade and invest-
ment are expected to dominate
the parleys. The two leaders are
also expected to discuss regional
and international issues of
mutual interest.

The official talks would be
capped with signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding on
development cooperation with
Bangladesh. Australia’'s annual
aid programme in Bangladesh
is worth around 36.4 million
Australian dollars.

During
Prime Minister will hold
meetings with Australian gov-
ernment and opposition lead-
ers.

The Prime Minister will
visit Australian Institute of
Sports on Thursday. She is ex-
Bgftzead to return home on Octo-

Annan for Nelson
Mandela to be
"personality of

the century”

NEW YORK, Oct 18: Former
South African president Nelson
Mandela is the choice of United
Nations Secretary General Kofi
Annan as "personality of the
century’, according to Time
Magazine, published Monday,
reports AFP.

Annan writes in the maga-
zine praisin% Mandela's "un-
paralleled political courage and
personal dignity in the fight
against one of the century's
great evils.”

"By overcoming the evil of
racial discrimination in one
nation, Mandela set an example
of hope and persistence for all
of the United Nations,” said
Annan.

Time Magazine will take
Annan’'s choice into considera-
tion as it comes up with its own
‘personality of the century” to
be published towards the end of
the year.

her stay here the -

h

German MPs meet Khaleda*

: From page 1
any discussion in parliament.

Khaleda Zia also said that
the government party had
lormed parliamentary commit-
tees after two years of the 7th
parliament’'s going into ses-
sion. As a result, many impor-
tant matters could never be dis-
cussed on the floor of the house.

She said that the opposition
parties were forced to launch
on-the-street movements as
they were not allowed to speak
inside the parliament.

She sald that the govern-
ment was also not allowing the
opposition to hold peaceful pro-
cessions and rallies. She said
that the Leader of the
Opposition herself became a
victim of bomb attacks. gun-
shots and tear gas shells.

She said the people of the
country were now “fed up” with
the government's misrule,
mismanagement and failure to
maintain law and order.

Khaleda Zia stressed the
need for early national elec-
tion.

She also said that it was ab-
surd to hope about any free, fair
and neutral polls until the res-
ignation of the sitting Chief
Election Commissioner and re-
casting of the Election Commi-
ssion, ause the officials were
biased towards the ruling AL.

The German delegation
leader pointed out that as per
the Constitution and law, no

Saudi Airlines
team due Oct 24

A three-member Saudi
Arabian Airlines team led by
its Executive Vice President
Abdul Aziz al Hazmi is sched-
uled to arrive here on October
24, a press release of the air-
lines said yesterday, reports
BSS.

During his stay here, Hazmi
will jointly inaugurate the
newly decorated Dhaka office of
the airlines at Sonargaon Hotel
with Saudi ambassador to
Bangladesh Abdullah Omar
Barry.

Probe into
Dighinala
incident
demanded

United People's Democratic
Front (UPDF), a Chittagong Hill
Tracts-based organisation, yes-
terday demanded judicial in-
quiry into the October 16 in-
cident at Dighinala under Kha-
grachhari district, according to
a press release, reports BSS,

In a statement, Convenor of
the UPDF Prasit B. Khisha de-
manded exemplary punishment
of the persons responsible for
the incident, in which three
persons were killed and several
others injured.

government in Germany could
obstruct any peaceful proces-
sion in the country and gag
freedom of speech, which were
the fundamental rights of the
people.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, M Morshed

Khan, MM Rezaul Karim and
Reaz Rahman were present on
the occasion while German
Ambassador to Dhaka Uwea
Shramm and three members of
the Social Democratic Party
and two from Christian
Democratic Union attended the
meeting.

BNP Chairperson’s Advisory
Council member MM Rezaul
Karim briefed newsmen after
the meeting, which lasted over
an hour,

Addl IG

From page |

Ershad Shikdar. the local mis-
creants had attacked the police
and injured a good number of
them," the rel:llﬂincler men-
tioned, adding that the incident
was reported in a local daily on
March 23, 1995.

The Additional IG, in his
statement, further said that he
neither owned any house at
Khulna town nor had ever re-
ceived any financial benefit
from Shikdar.

EPZs

From page 1
met Labour and Employment
Minister Abdul Mannan and
informed him about the latest
developments on the issue.

To formulate the rules and
regulations to contain possible
trade union troubles in the
EPZs, senior officials of both
the Labour and the Commerce
and Industries ministries
would visit countries like India
and China where trade union is
allowed in such export zones.

Separate meetings at minis-
ter and secretarial levels of the
lwo ministries, however, de-
cided that in any case, the au-
thorities would not allow ham-

ring the existing investment-
ﬁ'(i:en ly environment.

The total foreign direct in-
vestments in haka and
Chittagong EPZs have reached
34?.§§ million US dollars.
About 126 existing
units employ a tot
labourers,

Another 130 production
units are under implementa-
tion with a capacity of provid-
ing another 74000 jobs.

Last year, investments in the
Dhaka EPZ amounted to 15.47
million US dollars as against
an income of 128.17 million US
dollars. In Chittagong, new in-

roduction
of 75962

‘vesiments were estimated at

11.67 million US dollars as

against an annual income of
239.1]1 million US dollars last
year.

i Sunday in'

From page 12
sife tube well water and most of
the people became aware of the
arsenic problem.

Later, our symptoms started
to efface after we started
drinking water from a safe tube
well and taking protein- rich
foods like vegetables and fish,
Prince said.

1 was eventually able to
marry my betrothed. I, and my
wife. got enlisted by the DCH
due to my arsenicosis, to draw
attention of the local people as
they had empathy for me and
my problem, which they also
suffered from.

With more than 20 million
of the country's 120 million
people assumed to have been
drinking arsenic-contaminated
water, according to World Bank
statistics.

The World Bank (WB) began
working with the government
Lo tackle this public health
dilemma and to prepare an
Arsenic Mitigation Water
5”1_31%1}" Project [AMWSP),

e Bank initiated the pro-
ject in 1997, and had also been
working with other donor
agencies and the government to
raise awareness about tempo-
rary solutions for curbing ar-
senic poisoning.

The Arsenic Mitigation
Water Supply Project (AMWS)
costs USS 44.4 million, of
which the WB approved a
USS32# million interest free
credit from the International
Development Association
(1IDA). The Swiss Agency for
Development and Co-operation
is contributing USS3 million as
grant while the Bangladesh

overnment's stake is 54 9 mil-
ion and communities are con-

Agri loans
From page 1

Crore.

The meeting discussed the
latest disbursement and recov-
ery situation of agricultural
loans.

Nominating private sector
members in the committee also
came up for the discussion.

The meeting decided differ-
ent measures to streamline the
disbursement process and ini-
tiate a massive campaign to
create awareness among the
farmers.

Of Tk 3,331 crore. Bang-
ladesh Krishi Bank alone will
disburse Tk 1,450 crore. The

target for Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank., Bangladesh
Rural Development Board

(BRDB) and Bangladesh Coop-
erative Bank has been fixed at
Tk 350 crore;, Tk 476 crore and
Tk 16 crore respectively.

The disbursement target for
Sonali Bank. Janata Bank.
Agrani Bank and Rupali Bank
has been fixed at Tk 495 crore,
Tk 250 crore, Tk 270 crore and
Tk 23 crore respectively.

11 wrecked ships

From page 1|

The port chairman also in-
formed that after 1991 cvclone
26 sunken ships were salvaged
from port channel to make il
risk-free,

Turning to seven vessels de-
tained at Chittagong Port fol-
lowing admiralty suits, he said
those were now posing a threat
to the movement of other ships.

Chittagong Port Authority
sought an order from the court
either to hand over those to it or
lo dispose them off, the chair-
man said.

Replying to a question, the
port chairman said. a commit-
lee has been formed to prepare a
plan for recasting the security
system at Chitta%nng Port to
check pilferage of goods from
the protected area.

e also mentioned some de-
velopment projects underway to
cope with of growing pressure of
cargo at the port.

he projects included con-
struction of a container termi-
nal al New Mooring, a 33 KV
sub-station and procurement
142 modern equipment.

White House

From page 12

"The bill is beyond what the
president requested, and there
are also a number of gimmicks
in it. They make operations and
maintenance an emergency.
The Pentagon is a pretty big
building, but I don't know if you
can go over there ... and find one
person who considers the oper-
ations and maintenance of
armed forces an emergency,”
Lockhart said.

Clinton foreign aid veto, the
28th of his presidency. will
likely stand. The bill only nar-
rowly cleared the House with a
vote of 214-211, and the Senate
with a vote of 51-49. A two-
thirds vote in both houses is
needed to override a presiden-
tial veto.

House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, in a statement prepared

in anticipation of Clinton's’

veto, said that the extra money
Clinton wants can only be
obtained by raiding the Social
Security trust fund. He called
that "wrong and irresponsible.”

As passed by Congress, the
aid bill provides none of the 500
million dollars down payment
he had sought to help Israel and
the Palestinians carry out the
peace accord negotiated last
year. In all. Clinton had pledged
1.8 billion dollars in US sup-
F-Drt for the Mideast peace ef-
ort.

The bill also provides siﬁn.if—
icantly less money than
Clinton requested for interna-
tional debt relief, the Peace
Crops and for efforts to reduce
the nuclear threat from North
Korea and other countries.

The bill also eliminated a
241 million dollar State
Department program to help
find work for former Soviet nu-
clear weapons scientists in an
attempt to make sure they do
not sell their services to rogue
states attempting to develop
nuclear weapons.

The Diaily ﬁ#:lr- 11
Strange disease

tributing USS$4.1 million to-
wards the project.

A nation-wide arsenic
screening programme is alread
underway. including tube wclf
screening. patient identifi-
calion, awareness building, vil-
laﬁt mapping with the help of
villagers, data collection lJl?nrn
arsenic alfected areas, and
eémergency basic mitigation
Frugramme in the worst af-
ected areas.

The iject is already on in
rural villages, urban and sub-
urban areas. In rural areas. the
programme is helping to set up
community-based organisa-
tions and installing water sup-
ply alternatives like dug well,
ponds, two-bucket method and
the like.

There is a Swiss research
Programine going on to [ree
ground water {rom arsenic.

Scientists of Swiss Federal

[nstitute for Environmental
Science and Health (SFIESH) is
working to introduce two
nicthod called SODIS (Solar
disinfecting) and SORAS (Solar
Oxidisation for removal of ar-
senic).

SODIS is a method of disin-
fecting surface water invented
by SFIESH. Under this method.
water is poured into plastic bot-
tles, ha]l:[mnf each of these is
painted black and kept exposed
to direct sun light for more than
3 to 4 hours to generate a tem-
perature of 50 degree Celsius
Alter that, the water becomes
hacteria-free

SORAS is a method in which
drsenic contaminated water is
kept in a litre plastic bottle, in
which four to five drops of
lermon juice are added to ensure
photo-oxidation and removal
of colloids by sedimentation.
The SORAS can remove 67 per
cent of arsenic. The experiment
15 going on, with a view to gel-
ting a ‘tolerable level'

UNDFP, UNICEF, UK depart-
ment ol International Develop-
mernt, the Netherlands Ministry
of Development Corporation,
the Japanese Government,
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and Denmark’s DANIDA,
are also actively participating
in the arsenic mitgation
programme.

Shikdar
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SOUTee
Seeing his mother-in-law,
Shikcar broke down in tears
and appealed to the interroga-

tors not to torture her., the

source said.

Quoting the confessional
statement, the source said
Shikdar's direct involvement
in the murder of 17 persons in-
cluding the five smugglers "has
now been well established and
this is enough to frame charges
with evidences for trial”

Al 6 pm today, Liaguat
Lashkar and Noor-e-Alam were
brought face to face in the KMP
headquarters '

They are being interrogated
simultaneously by the police of
licials to verify their earlier
statements.

Liaquat Lashkar also be-
came furious when Noor-e-
Alam was brought before him.
Police officials intervened to
disengage them, said the source.

Earlier in the morning,
Liaquat told the interrogators
that Shikdar never spared any-
one of his gang from being an-
nihilated il he protested his
criminal acts.

He 1iever allowed any of his
associates to share the women
he used to enjoy, Liaquat said.
"He is a sadist and relished in
murders”, he told interrogators
at Sonadanga thana.

Ershad Shikdar's mother-
in-law was sent to district Jail
hajat this afternoon.

In the mﬂruinﬁ. she was in-
terrogated in cofinection with
the Jahangir murder case.
Jahangir was the house tutor of
Shikdar's sons and daughters.
He was killed for alleged illicit
relation with Khodeja,
Shikdar’s first wife.

Farida denied her involve-
ment in any of her son-in-law's
crimes. She will be taken on
sevell ays’ remand tomorrow,
said another source in KMP.

Talks with EC
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mission that the election of the
local bodies should take place
in due time. They obse that
elections to the Upazila
Parishads and the city corpora-
tions should be held before the
month of Ramzan. sources in
the EC Secretariat said.

The JP delegation, compris-
ing presidium member of the
party Sheikh Shahidul Islam
and joint secretary general
Sade Siddiky, however,
strongly protested the Com-
mission’'s refusal to allocate
‘plough’ as election symbol to
their candidate in the ensuin
by-election in the Faridpur-
constituency of Jatiya Sangsad,
meeting sources said.

They also demanded alloca-
tion ol the symbol, plough, in
the parliamentary by-election
in the Tangail-8 constituency,
scheduled for November 15.

"If we do not get ‘plough’ for
our candidate, we would be
forced to accuse the EC of politi-
cal bias against us.” a JP leader
was gquoted as telling the meet-
ing.

‘The JSD delegation -~ com-
prising the party's executive
vice president Nure Alam Ziku,
eneral secretary Hasanul Hugq
nu and joint secretaries gen-
eral Mainuddin Khan Badal
and Shirin Akhter - proposed
certain reforms in the electoral
laws. They suggested that the EC
officials, not the deputy com-
missioners, should preside over
elections at the districts.

Abidur Rahman and Mosh-
tag Ahmed Chowdhury repre-
sented the Election Commis-
sion, while secretary, addi-
tional secretary and other to»
officials of the EC secretariat
were present at the meetings.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
could not attend as he was in-

disposed.



