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HE 21st Century is knock-
ing at our door and the
new millennium will be

dawning soon. Naturally, a per-

tinent question can now be
raised: are we preparing our-

selves to face the challenges of -

the new century? At the least,
we should be pre to look at
the likely face of Bangladesh by
the end of, say, two decades. in
the year 2020.

Ignore them who want to do
‘business as usual’. But [ am sure
there are many amongst us who
really want to see a prosperous
and dynamic B adesh by the
projected year (i.e. 2020). My
question is directed at to this
section of our ‘conscious’ citi-
zens. What is their ruminations
about the desired social and
economic changes? Why our
media has not started a serious
campaign on this agenda except
for some sporadic observations
made here and there in the
print media, though nothing
quite well — organised. Not

much homework has either
been done on this agenda. So it
t from

will not be unfair to
the conscious group of citizens

that they actively participate in

selting the agenda for develop-

ment in the early decades of

21st century.

The media, the professional
bodies, the research institutes
and, of course, the think-tanks,
of the political parties, large
NGOs, the chambers etc should
engage themselves in serious
debates around selected themes
on development to be pursued
in the coming years, They
should take necessary prepara-
tions for designing an agenda
encompassing
and technological break-
throughs which we all want to
achieve within a stipulated
time frame. If we can put our
thoughts together despite sharp
differences in political persua-
sions, the nation will benefit
from this collective wisdom.
We will then be able to pursue a
national goal for achievement.
Malaysia has already set such a
goal and others too have been
%'Icparlng themselves for one.

are doing a lot of home-
work for that. We have not been

one, of the most
humiliating defeats in
history at the hands of a small,
impoverished army of Chechen
uerrillas, Russia has been,
ately, once again in a state of
undeclared war with the
mountainous republic. And
there were signs of dramatic es-
calation in conflict.- .
The first Russian ground
forces crossed the frontier,

THREE }rcar-s after suffering

thrusting into two northern
Chechan districts, while Rus- -

sian commandos were, report-
edly, mnﬂnﬁ into the north-
east. An estimated 50,000 to
60.000 additional Russian
troops were amassed on Chech-
nya's borders awaiting the or-
der to move. Overhead, Russian
warplanes continued the sys-
tematic destruction of Chech-
nya's communications and
bridges in the style of NATO air
offensive against Belgrade. The
Russian air force commander
said he needed not more than
two weeks to finish his offen-
sive.

Barring a sudden diplomatic
breakthrough, a major ground
war has seemed likely to ex-
plode. Russians were expressing
their glee at the prospect of hit-
ling back at the unruly, pre-
dominantly Islamic state that
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HEN Moscow police got
Rafik alone in a cell:
they took away his
medication, beat him
and said: "Go and get better in
Chechnya. you bandit."

He returned to the hospital,
where he has been receiving

treatment for a rare illness,
with two broken ribs.

Ralik does not come from
the renegade province of
Chechnya, the Caucasian repub-
lic being bombed by Russian
planes, but from rieighbouring
Ingushetia. But that is irrele-
vant to police officers who have
taken recent terrarist bombings
in Moscow as a signal to target
Caucasians.

In some racist Russians’ par-
lance. Caucasians — whether
from republics within the Rus-
sian such as Ingushetia, or from
independent republics such as
Georgia. Armenia. Azerbaijan
or Tadjikstan — are 'blacks.’

In another case, police freed
an Armenia after they took
$1.000 from him. Extortion
from the Azerbaijanis. who run
Moscow's watermelon stalls. is
on a smaller scale but more sys-
tematic.

The roots of today's tensions
are historical. In the 19th cen-
tury. Russia built its empire
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able to pursue such a collective
effort mainly because of a crisis
existing in our perception.

The crisis originates from
the way of lmkin%_ at the reali-
ties around us. The world is
changing so fast that the old
method of conceptualising the

reality around is not only inad-
equate bul also inappropriate.

The scientific discoveries have
come to a stage where every-
thing looks so unfamiliar to us.

The basic foundations of pro-
duction and consumption have
all been changed. The role of

technology has become so in-
dispensable that the earlier
means of production {labour,
capital) have been significantly
altered. Along with technology,
the role of knowledge workers
has also gained much impor-
tance. The concepts of factory
line, mass production, labour
management etc have now be-
come irrelevant. The location
specific production arrange-
ment is no more pertinent.
Someone sitting in front of a
ersonal computer in Banga-
ore can serve a doctor working
in Boston at a much cheaper
cost. All that is required is a de-
endable data transmission
ine and a contact with knowl-
edge workers. The technology is
changing every hour and the
time may come when people
will live longer, enjoy the more
and pursue different kinds of
professions without formally
going to a workplace. This
changed world view cannot be
realized if we continue to re-
main bogged down with old
ideas, education and attitudes.
We too got to change. :
However, such a change will
only be fnrthcumm% if we can
prepare ourselves to look at the
world from a -ifferent perspec--
tive. For a long time, moderni-
sation, growth, per capita in-
come have been the key words
on development. But despite
high level of modernisation
and growth. there has not been
much improvement in the liv-
ing conditions of many. Acute
poverty still persists, even in
the so-called developed coun-
tries. The inequality of income
and opportunities has been bur-

has been infuriating them for
the past five years.

Officially, they were re-
ported to have been goaded past
endurance by alleged Chechen
acts of terrorism, including the
major bombings of four
apartment  buildings in

oscow and elsewhere last
month, But Chechnya's deter-
mination to secede from Russia
has been equally a target.

In Washington, the Clinton
administration has

have asked the Russians to
clarify their actions and inten-
tion,” said a State Department
spokesman, adding that "the US
Is urging constructive dialogue
on both sides. The use of force
will make dialu%u: that much
harder to occur. : 3
Analysts feel there was
something wildly irrational in
the Kremlin's te:inl-ung. start-
ing with the notion that a sec-
and Chechen war would be more
winnable than the first one.
Three years ago, a demoralised
and disastrously-led Russian

-army was savaged by Chech-

nyas guerrillas. The only dif-
ference now is said to be that
there are more Chechen fight-
ers. Since the debacle of 1994-
96, Lhe Russian army's disinte-
gration has continued. Budget

mainly by expanding south-
ward toward the Caucasus and
Persia. The many Caucasian
nationalities and ethnic groups
that were colonised gained
some national freedoms after
the 1917 communist revolution
— but not the right to secede.
They remained part of the So-
viet Union. and when that
broke up in the early 1990s, the
north Caucasus region re-
mained with the Russian.

Subsequent troubles in the
Caucasus, such the conflict be-
tween former Soviet republics
Tadjikistan and Uzbekistan,
have driven about 100,000
refugees to Moscow city and its
neighbouring areas.

"But the authorities have
given refugee status only to a
few dozen”, says Gavar Dzhuza-
eva of the Tadjik Fund, a char-
ity working with refugees in
Russia. They just want to live
like human beings, and can't.”

Worrying for refugees,
Moscow's city administration
officials often lump together
law-abiding migrants with
Caucasus-based gangs that op-
erate some of the city’'s protec-
tion and drug rackets.

The situation worsened on 9
and 13 September. when power-
ful bombs. suspected to have
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Are We Preparing for the 21st Century?

by Atiur Rahman

"What is needed is better coordination among ourselves and some serious homework
plan of action. . . We must not succumb to the unhealthy pressure which has bee

for preparing a time bound
n unleashed on us by

unscrupulous elements now engaged in extortion, corruption, patronage distribution and dividing the
society into different political and social blocs.

Ecuning every yn;.ar. This has
putting pressure on the en-
vironment. The natural/ bio-

logical resources have been un-
der tremendous pressure due to
their overexploitation. Irre-
versible damages have been
done to many of the delicate re-
sources, Many of the coastal re-
sources, including marine
wealth and mangrove forests

- have been jeopardised for pur-

. been, .fol-. the top Russian .
lowing events with alarm. "We

suing 'export or perish' policy.
The environmental cost of
shrimp culture (particularl

tiger prawns) in the coastal belt
could be so staggering that we
may not even think about its
dimension right at this mo-
ment.

The drive for conventional
development may have eased
our life a bit, but the tensions
arising out of unemployment,
social insecurity and lack of
governance may be so over-
whelming that the latter may
even negate the former.

That does not mean we
should stop modernising. Of
course, we should opt for higher
level technological develop-
ment. But this technology
should not be monopolised by a
few. The ordinary people should
also have access to the benefits
of higher order technology. The
livelihoods of the disadvan-
taged should not get further
complicated and squeezed due

. to our option for higher tech-

nology. Indeed we would expect
new opportunities to be opened
for them in the changed context.

The expectation from the
new century is quite high. The
future, however. still hangs in
the balance mainly due to un-
equal distribution of power
across as well as within coun-

tries. If the societies remain di-
vided and opportunities are so
skewed, it is not difficult to
foresee a more desperate and
tense world in the coming
years. The imperative therefore,
is to establish social control
over individual gains facil-
itated by the significant im-
rovement in technology. Un-
€ss we can design a governance
strategy that can also ensure
equity in all spheres, we are
heading for chaos and insecu-
rity despite 'development’.

Given this situation and fu-
ture scenario, we are really
asking for a new way of lookin
at the world around us. Indee
we are gdetting into a new
paradigm and should be pre-
pared to welcome it. The new
paradigm or the mental con-
struct is likely to assume an in-
terconnected world. This is
much more than a 'holistic'
view of the world. and closer to
an ‘ecological’ view of it. Eco-
nomics, politics, society, cul-
ture, technology — all will get
enmeshed in this world view,
One is dependent on and influ-
enced by the other. This is an
integrated whole where parts
are equally important and dy-
namic. The matter, mind and
life are interconnected and any
attempt at change (or develop-
ment) must not ignore this in-
terlinkage.

Those who ignore this inte-
grated view of the world lend to
promote piecemeal changes.
Such an effort makes living
more difficult for many at a the
later period. The simple solu-
tions of simple problems are
then made complicated. The
complications have a cost and
the future generation has to

bear it.

S0 we need to think twice be-
lore promoting a certain view of
life: The life sustained from na-
ture and the mind linked orgen-
ically. So nothing should he
imposed on our minds just for
‘development’ designed by
‘outsiders’. We should have our
intellectual sovereignty of
choosing what is goo
and abandoning what is bad for
us. This choice or freedom has
to be the core element of our de-
velopment thinking.

Bangladesh is in a unique
situation with regard to the
changed context of develop-
ment, It has both positive gains
and negative barriers which
can impact development either
way. The challenge will be to
work for an outcome which re-
ally overwhelms the barriers. It
is a small country. Its popula-
tion. though large, have
demonstrated in the past that
they can unite in an acute crisis
situation. They are emotional
but can engage those emotions
for human cause as well. The
1998 flood response is a case in
point, Despite political differ-
ences, opportunism and vio-
lence. people of all shades
united Lo rescue the flood af-
fected people with whatever
means they had. I still remem-
ber the unprecedented coopera-
tion of the political activists at
the grassroots level. One day |
accompanied a relief team to
see the response of the ordin
Henple during the peak of 199

ood. | was surprised to find
three local sui:pnrters of three
major political parties workin
hand in hand to rescue the floo
viclims. Incidentally, they were
itt the same boat. When [ asked

for us .

them how this could happen

when politicians in Dhaka were

not even prepared to look eve to

E}{t they said they were doing
is for the country.

Given a chance by the lead-
ers, they would continue to
work for the country. We need to
have this spirit of camaraderie
and a sincere commitment at
all times, despite our political
differences. The leaders. both
political and non-political do
have a greater responsibility in
this regard. But that does not
mean all others should just sit
tight and wait for orders from
above. We all have to partici-
pate in the process to build a
prosperous Bangladesh. This
Entential Bangladesh is the em-

odiment of innovation,
colirage. mutual trust. freedom
a1« choice.

-Despite discouraging trends
in politics, we have scored

many points in social experi-

mentation. Hundreds of non-
government and community
organisations have been
earnestly engaged in the fight
against poverty. Their success
in_raising environmental con-
sciousness, human rights and
empowerment of women should
not be taken casually. Our ef-
forts at controlling population
growth, immunising the chil-
dren and expanding the growth
of non-farm and farm agricul-
ture should not be undermined
either. It is true that the war
against poverty remains to be
won. However, it is also true
that we have made some
progress as well in this direc-
lion, One may debate about the
high rate of interest charged by
micro-credit institutions and
the impact of micro-credit in

Russia Braces for Second Chechen War?

by AS M Nurunnabi

It has been reported that President Maskhadov has submitted a peace proposal which calls on Russia to imnte-
diately end all combat actions and asks the two sides to observe the basic principles outlined in a 1997 peace

accord_signed following the previous Chechen war, which gave Chechnya effective independence.

cuts and corruption were said to
have undermined its strength,
while the morale has. report-
eclly, dropped even lower,

But in some strange ways,
rass has
seemed to have been ieeling that
it can get it tight this time. One
reason for their present ways of
thinking is that the same mili-
tary leadership is in charge in
Moscow, and they might have
claimed they learned from
their previous failures. More
importantly, they seem to
claim that they have learnt
from NATO's almost casualty-
free successes in Kosovo.

Some observers didn't sound
so optimistic about Russian
success at this initial stage.
Russian critics of the military
have been saying the Russian
troops are moving into Chech-
nya too late in the year. Within
a lew weeks, ground operations
would be slowed by mud. then
halted altogether by snow,
while air operations would be
hampered by low-hanging

mists. A military analyst re-
ported to have said: "as per mil-
itary sirategy you should never,
never initiate a ground ugera-
tion with winter approaching.”

Former . Primme  Minister
Serei, Stepashin, a hawk dur-
ing the last Chechen war. has
been much more cautieus. A
ground offensive, he warned,
could lead to 'political catas-
trophe’.

According to some analysts,
what's really driving the Rus-
sian war machine is not mili-
tary necessity or strategic cal-
culation or even the fear of ter-
rorist attack; it is the Krem-
lin's politics of survival. Rus-
sian leaders are said to be wag-
ing a war of succession. de-
signed by Kremlin's image-
makers to prove to the Russian
electorate that Prime Minister
Putin, a former KGB lieutenant
colonel hastily slapped into ol-
fice by Yeltsin two months ago,
is' a real man, capable of lead-
ing Russia as President when

Yeltsin steps down next year.
The Kremlin's logic is said 1o he
clear: Putin fights a short, bril-
liant war, his popularity rock-
ets, and Yeltsin backers pump
millions of dollars into the

presidéntial tantpaign, Putin 18’

elected and protects Yeltsin's
family and hangers-on' from
prosecution for corruption.

5o far the hard line is said
lo be paying political dividend
for Putin. But columnists and
rival politicians have, report-
edly. voiced suspicions about
the official line that Basayev,
the Chechen rebel leader and
his Jordanian lieutenant.
Khattab, were behind the wave
of apartment bombings. Even if
Islamic extremists set off the
blasts, sceptics have alleged the
Russiai  "special services”
might have guided their hand.
It was. in fact alleged that Bas-
ayev had had a long and murky
relationship with Russian in-
telligence.

Some critics have pointed
oul that the Russian comman-

ders have, in fact, learned
nothing at all since the first
Chechen war, Russian officers
and non-commissioned officers
who took part in battles last
month against Chechen rebels
in ‘westerd’ Dagestan described]
their own commanders as cor-
rupt, ill-organised and incom-
petent.

It has been said that, accord-
ing to the present Russian mili-
tary plan, Russian troops would
take over the plains of northern
Chechnya. dig in there, then
continue south. They want to
push the Chechen fighters into
the mountains before the winter
sets in and let them slowly
starve there during the winter.

While the Chechen guerrillas
would be withering in the
mountains, Russia has report-
edly plan to form a government
of "healthy political forces”. a
Soviet-era term for puppets.
This would probably be built
around a handful of undistin-
guished former Chechen mem-
bers of the Russian Duma who
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Innocent Victims of a Dirty War

Caucasian migrants living in Moscow have become
scapegoats for recent terrorist bombings in the city.
Police and politicians are using the September
bombings as an excuse to crack down on Moscow's
Caucasians in what some call "collective
punishment."

Simon Pirani writes from Moscow

been planted by Chechnya-
based Islamic militants, de-
stroyed two apartment build-
ings, killing more than 140 res-
idents.

The scale of the blast
shocked Muscovites. who have
since organised rotating vigils.
In the days that followed, the
government intensified its mil-
itary offensive against Islamist
rebels in Dagestan, which bor-
ders Chechya. and took the
conflict to Chechnya itself with
air attacks.

"Since the bombings it has
got much worse,” Dzhuzhaeva
said. "People [Caucasians] are
terrified to go out.”

After the bombings. Moscow
mayor Yuri Luzhkov said secu-
rity surveillance would concen-
trate on Caucasians — and or-
dered all those no registered in
the city to be deported of the

20.000 people detained by po-
lice, as estimated by human
rights observers, Russia's in-
ternal affairs ministry says 517
have been deported from

Moscow while most have been
freed.

Those few Caucasian brave
enough to speak to journalists
say they are being subjected to
collective punishment.

Lena, a Moscow newspaper
researcher originally from Os-
seltia, about 1,500 kilometres
[rom Moscow, said "l have not
heard one politician face the
lelevision cameras and remind
people that not all Caucasians
are Lerrorists. Not one.”

Human rights campaigners
say the deportation order
breaches the Russian constitu-
tion, which guarantees [reedom
ol movement. Stop-and-search
campaigns are also illegal. they

By Hanna-Barbera

THIS COULD BE
A NEW PERSONAL
RECORD.

Conflict in Caucasia
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Anatoly Kovler. Russia's
representative at the European
Court in Strasbourg, said such
widespread police action, based
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on verbal instructions instead
of clearly-defined legal docu-
ments, is "a flagrant violation
of the law.”

Aleksandr Petrov of Human
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initiating dynamism in the ru-
ral economy, but the fact re-
mains that the poverty situa-
lion could have been much
worse without these initiatives.

The government organisa-
lions involved in distributing
micro-credit have net yet been
able to establish similar credi-
bility. So if there were some ex-
cesses and irregularities, all
parties including the govern-
ment should sit down and sort
out the problems. It's no use
blaming each other. This will
only strengthen the hands of
the money lenders, touts and
others whose hold on the poor
has been loosened a bit, thanks
to micro-credit.

Besides non-governmental
interventions we can cite many
other glimpses of success in
many other areas. The young
and energetic entrepreneurs
have already shown to the
world how successfully they de-
veloped the readymade gar-
ments sector. Some of them are
now engaged in developing the
leather sector. Others are get-
ling into information technol-
n%‘y. I am amazed by the interest
ol the younger people in inter-
net, software and related tech-
nology. The computer fair at-
tracts thousands of youths, The
kids are playing with comput-
€rs in every nook and corner.
The role of the leadership is to
cricourage these kids and de-
velop a facilitating environ-
ment and governance so that we
can make a healthy transition
into a technology-friendly
Bangladesh. We too may one
day repeat the Bangalore story
h[ere- The signals are quite posi-
tive.

This drive is already on.
Grameen Phone is already in
some villages. | hear Grameen
internet services will also be
available in those villages. The
ounger people will get the cy-

€r services and training [rom

these rural techinology centres.
Like Grameen, others should
also come forward to take our
villages along while stepping
confidently into the 21st cen-
Lury.

Grameen or the like can only
innovate and show the way. The

have been living in exile in
Moscow. There would certainly
be no room for current Presi-
dent Aslan Maskhadov, the
former Russian army officer
whom Moscow had once viewed
as a moderate. But to many, the
Russian military plan appeared
to contain elements of amnesia.
Russia has never fully con-
quered the Caucasus in all its
turbulent history. More often
its forces ende
trously.

- The two-week ¢ampaign, in
which Russian troops have
seized the northern third of
Chechnya, faced growing criti-
cism, with the US accusing
Moscow of violating a key
arms control accord by depl{g-
ing too much military hard-
ware. Russia, however, has
admitted civilian casualties in
Chechnya during the current
military drive, as the Russian
air force intensified air attacks.

Russia has, of course, noti-
fied the United States of its vio-
lation of the 1990 Conventional
Forces in Europe agreement
which limits the number of
tanks, artillery pieces, aircraft
and other non-nuclear arms in
Europe, with specific ceilings
for particular region. The US
State Department are, report-

Rights Watch, an international
rights body, said police were il-
legally entering Chechan citi-
zens into computer records as
criminals.

Parliamentary Deputy
Sergei Kovalev, Russia's former
human rights watchdog, said an
attempt to deport Caucasians
from Moscow in 1993 was "Rus-
sia's first ethnic cleansing” and
that it is ndw being repeated.
"We will pay a high moral price
for deporting Caucasians. To do
that you need a public opinion
similar to that of fascism," he
added.

In January 1996, alone
against a bizarre alliance of
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
and Communist Party Chief
Gennady Zyuganov, he appealed
to the Council of Europe to re-
fused Russia membership on
account of human rights viola-
tivns in Cehchnya,

The Council — notwithstand-
ing evidence of indiscriminate
bombing of civilians. torture,
and deployment of Russian
teenagers to the frontline
without the minimum of
equipment or training — sided
with Yeltsin and Zyuganov.

The disastrous war, which
left 80,000 dead on both sides,

up disas-

mainstream education must
pick up the ideas and then take
appropriate steps to spread the
word. The number of educated
youths is, of course, increasi
in Bangladesh. But the quality
of their education is really
poor. We, therefore, have to
think seriously about providing
them with appropriate skills
and technology. If we can do
this. we will then have thou-
sands of knowledge workers
ready to take up the challenges
of development of the 21st cen-
tury. What is needed is better
coordination among ourselves
and some serious homework for
preparing a time bound plan of
action. I am sure we will get the
support of the %ﬂbal civil soci-
ety for facing challenge of the
new millennium. This will be
forthcoming as the world does
not belong to a country or a
group. We all belong to this
earth. But we must not succumb
to the unhealthy pressure
which has been unleashed on us
by unscrupulous elements now
engaged in extortion, corrup-
tion, patronage distribution
and dividing the society into
different political and social
blocs. The real politicians
surely understand the cost of
such dividing tactics. They,
therefore, should engage them-
selves in further soul-searc
so that. together they can pre-
pare a nation to take confident
steps into the next century.
They should take the civil soci-
ety into confidence and be pre-
pared to work together.
Bangladesh has all the po-
tentials of doing better than
others in the next century or for
that matter in the next millen-
nium because of jts strong
background in culture, heritage.
struggle for respectable sur-
vival, heroic fight against dis-
aster and deprivation. The so-
cial :égpita] kept in store is un-
limited. What is needed is a col-
lective will to overcome the
odds and march forward. The

21st century will be ours if we
Jjust mean to own it.

The author is Senior Research
Fellow and Chief of Human
Resources Division at BIDS

edly. awaiting additional in-
lormation from Russia about
its  military activities in
Chechnya with regard to these
treaty limitations, I[n this con-
tex!. Russia mentioned its diffi-
culties with breakaway moves,
such as the one in Chechnya
where President Maskhadov
has accused Moscow of launch-
ing a [ull-scale war against the
republic in violation of a peace
treaty. i

. It has been later reported
that' President Maskhadov:has
submitted a peace proposal
which calls on Russia to imme-
diately end all combat actions
and asks the two sides to ob-
serve the basic principles out-
lined in a 1997 peace accord
siﬁned following the previous
Chechen war, which gave
Chechnya effective indepen-
dence. Maskhadov's plan was
reportedly the most detailed
peace proposal to date but did
not appear to be generating any
interest from the Russians,
who have said they have no
immediate plans to negotiate.

"Our goal is to eliminate all
bandit formations and abso-
lutely exclude any conditions
for their revival in Chechnya."
Russia's Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin declared.
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weighs heavily on Russian
minds.

Army chiefs give assurances
that new recruits will not be
Sént to the front line. Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin, who
came directly into government
from the security services, ap-
pears regularly on TV com-
menting on the campaign.

Emergencies Minister Sergei
Shoigu is taking charge of relief
efforts for tens of thousands of
refugees fleeing Chechnyd into

neighbouring republics.

With narliamentary elec-
tions approaching in December
and a presidential poll next
summer, Yeltsin has named
Futin his favoured successor.

And Shoigu was recently made
leader of the new "Unity Move-
ment” that has joined with the
right-wing 'Our Home Is Russia’
party in an effort to undermine
the poll-topping centrist bloc,
Fatherland-All Russia —
headed by Moscow's mayor and
former prime minister Yevgeny
Primakov.

— Gemini News.
The author is a freelance
Jjournalist who writes about

Russia and the former Soviet
Union.
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