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Couldn't Cut Ice

LMOST word for word Pakistan's new military
ler Parvez Musharraf's address to his nation
on Sunday night sounded like reverberations of
the speeches made by his peers on their seizures of
power earlier on. He has unveiled a plan not for an
immediate return to democracy but for running the
country as long as it is 'absolutely necessary to
pave the way for democracy to flourish.’

Wherever references to democracy occurred in
his speech these were in the form of vague generali-
sations with equivocation to top it off. In justify-
ing the military take-over the General gave a
recital of how the economy was mismanaged into a
shambles and democracy was hollowed out its
essence. While very few will contest that misrule
and corruption had crossed the critical threshold
during Nawaz Sharif's two and a half years in
power, they would invariably assert in the same
breath that the judgment on his failures ought to
have been delivered by the electorate, not the mili-
tary.

gh’ﬂl’] the tone, temper and texture of his speech
it does not appear as though the General is heading
any transition and caretaker government, rather
is seems he has embarked on a long-winded course.

[t is a power-sharing technocratic-military oli-
garchy that General Musharraf has devised to run
the country as the Chief Executive. And his agenda
for a resuscitation of the economy and paving the
way for a 'true democracy’ sound like a tall order
when the security and administrative functions
need to be combinedly shouldered by the armed
forces.

The crisis in Pakistan can also be an opportu-
nity for General Musharraf to provide good transi-
tional governance subject to a deadline set for the
return of democracy to Pakistan. Musharraf has
done well by saying that Islam is all about toler-
ance and not bigotry.

In the South Asian context, his announcement
of unilateral troops de-escalation along the border
should have a positive vibe with India because it
comes from the horse's mouth now. But in the ul-
timate analysis, Gen Musharraf needs to be wary of
vested interests who have a way of gravitating to
the centre of power and thereby co-opting into the
system.

After the Ban on Vetch

THIN hours of a disquieting revelation made

at an Institute for Development Policy
Analysis and Advocacy (IDPAA) press conference
Saturday on the toxic effect of vetch on human.
health, came the ban on its import. What's more,
the government has decided to send samples of
vetch to different institutions to get a clearer
picture. Also, the Australian Agriculture Ministry
has been contacted to find out "whether it is a food
for human consumption or a fodder and whether it
contains toxic substance”. Overall, the government
has certainly shown a level of activism expected
under the circumstances. Prompt and definitive as
its actions have been, the government certainly
deserves appreciation.

However, as this paper has categorically de-
manded in its editorial comment yesterday, only a
ban is not enough, especially for the fact that im-
port of vetch has been on since 1992 and in the last
seven years or so, nearly 50,000 tonnes of the toxic
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scrupulous traders have even marketed vetch as
lentil, thereby exposing many to the risk of sight
impairment and tissue damage. That India, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and some other Middle Eastern coun-
tries banned its import as early as in 1992 stronyly
suggests that those involved in importation of
vetch must have been aware of the risk factor. Yet,
they get on with it, obviously with the help of the
relevant government agency. Therefore, it is im-
perative that the government start an investiga-
tion to trace the unholy nexus and ferret out the
perpetrators and punish them.

The vetch scandal has cruelly exposed the in-
built inadequacy in the relevant state apparatus.
How had the vile trade been allowed to continue for
SO many years remains a troubling question, espe-
cially when Sri Lanka slapped a 3,000-dollar fine
on an Australian company for shipping vetch in
the name of lentil. Corrective measures this time
around, including punishment for the importers
and their allies in the relevant ministries, would

certainly act as deterrent for similar practices in
future.

Powerful Power Thieves

W‘E are facing chronic shortages of electricity

through the courtesy of a section of 'poweriul
thieves' working at the Dhaka Electric Supply Au-
thority (DESA).

This organisation was formed to manage power
supply efficiently to Dhaka city and some adjacent
district towns and areas by buying power in bulk
from the Power Development Board (PDB). But as
in other public sector companies rendering utility
service to the people like WASA, Telephone, gas etc.

- power sector has also gone into the hands of dis-
honest officials and employees, at least a major
part of it, resulting in financial losses to the organ-

| isation and sufferings to the utility users. The
story of pilferage and illegal use of electricity with
the help of a section of power sector employees is as
old as the story of Ali Baba and Forty Thieves.

Only the title these days should be Ali Babas and

Umpteen Thieves.

A report in The Daily Star on Monday calculated
that the marginal deficit in supply of power to the
capital for which certain areas go under regular
blackouts could be avoided if illegal connections
given to the shanties, manufacturing units and
makeshift shops were done away with. But that
does not happen because powerful lobbies and
strong-armed mastaans see to it that none dis-
turbed the flow of power to these establishments.
These services are not available free of charge the
users having to pay to the mastaans.
|. The blame for this is squarely laid on DESA for

its inept handling of the situation and its apathy
towards punishing the culprits. Unless the organi-
sation takes a firm stand on the question people

re destined to suffer for no fault of their own.

grain has been imported. Ominously, some un- .

Big Setback for Congress: Half a Victory for BJP

Y giving the NDA a major-
Bit;.r of just 30 seats, and

sizing the Congress down,
the electorate has delivered a
discriminating., complex and
regionally diflferentiated
verdict. This is not a decisive
victory for the BJP.

Sounds odd? Consider this.
If you were a committed cadre,
you would admit there was a lot
going for the BJP. There was the
"sympathy" factor from the
toppling of its government by
opponents who could not form a
substitute. There was Kargil
plus Pokharan-II, and the Vaj-

ayee "image”-for some, the
ajpayee "magic”.

To top it all, there was the
BJP's shrewd alliance-building
and campaigning. Despite this,
the BJP lailed to improve on its
seat tally. Its vote shrank by 2.5
per cent. Nor did it remotely se-
cure an endorsement for its ide-
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he party won more by de-
fault than positive votes — de-
spite diluting its platform. Its
"own' victories were limited to
100 seats. The rest came from
clever alliances.

The BJP did badly in Uttar
Pradesh, the original. invinci-
ble, fort of Hindutva in the
heart of Aryavarta. It lost sig-
nificant influence in the Hindi
belt, and recovered it only
partly through piggybacking in
the east and the south.

In UP, many factors — in-
cluding four-way or three-way
contests, a pliant bureaucracy,
and splits in Muslim votes
favoured the BJP. But the Vaj-
payee "magic” didn't work. The
"foreign origins" campaign was
supposed to appeal powerfull
to the Salt of the Earth. It fell
flat on its face.

What happened? The voter
saw through the cynicism of
pﬂliticisinﬁ Kargil. BJP fac-
tionalism [lared unprecedent-
edly, with Mr Kalyan Singh
openly sabotaging the cam-
paign. Mr Vajpayee had to hold
street-corner meetings. The
voter again did what s/he has
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Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The Congress foolishly imagined that Sonia would somehow metamorphose into the Indira of 1971.
The dynasty factor worked against it. . . Mr Vajpayee will find it painfully difficult to handle his
partners without creating rancour. The NDA has at least half a dozen leaders who can barely
contain their ambitions.

been doing for a quarter-cen-
tury: S/he threw out more than
two-lifths of sitting MPs.

The verdict confirms many
political trends. Among these
are growing regionalisation,
declining importance of
charisma and identity, and
growing demand for account-
ability. The results underscore
Dalit and OBC self-assertion
and rising importance of secu-
lar-political choices for Mus-
lims.

India is not evolving to-
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wards a bipolar or two-party
system. but towards a complex
structure, to which regional
parties are crucial. The BJP-
Congress collective vote is just
about half the total — and not
rising. Indeed, their political
strength has decreased — no
sign ol bipolarity.

The BJP is not becoming
what the Congress was until the
mid-seventies, It still lacks that
regional-geographical spread. It
has never reached out to the
poor. At its non-peak perfor-
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mance then. the Congress had
300 to 350 seats. Even with 24
allies, the NDA commands just
300. The BJP's own vote is only
23 per cent.

And yet, the results are a
setback for the Centre-Left. An
alliance dominated by the
Hindu Right has taken power.
The setback is highlighted espe-
cially by the Left's decline. The
CPIl in particular has been
marginalised to just four Lok
Sabha seats, and wiped out in

the Andhra assembly where it
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Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (foreground, 2nd from R) poses with Indian F’ra&idant_
K.R. Narayanan (foreground, C) and his newly sworn in cabinet on the steps of the presidential

palace 13 October 1999 in New Delhi.

HE UN Secretary General

has drawn the attention of

the UN member-states at
the ensuing session of the
General Assembly to the issue
of humanitarian intervention
and how the UN peace-keeping
force could be rapidly deployed
in crisis-situations. The
opinions by the delegates
expressed in the UN appear to be
mixed.

Many of the developing
couritries did not endorse the
Secretary-General's views,
China, the only Asian perma-
nent member of the Security
Council L]mssessing veto-power,
appeared Lo have voiced against
the intervention on humanitar-
ian grounds. The Algerian
President seemed to have cap-
tured the mood of many of the
developing countries when he
was reported to have said in the
Assembly: * When does aid stop
and interference begin? Is in-
terference valid only for weak
or weakened states or for all
states without distinction?”
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar echoed
the similar sentiment when he
said that "the circumvention of
the UN Charter was never a
good thing, whatever the mag-
nitude, the scale and the moral
content of the human rights vi-
olation may be.” Obviously the
Minister was referring to Arti-
cle 2.7 of the Charter which
prohibited interference in the
matter of "domestic jurisdic-
tion".

In the backdrop of the debate
on humanitarian intervention,
Australia's role in East Timor
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once had 30-plus seats. The [ul-
crum of politics has moved a
little rightwards.

The real trick has been al-
liances. Whoever built coali-
tions wielded a massive advan-
tage. That explains the BJP's
success in Andhra, Orissa. As-
sam, and above all, Maharash-
tra where it must thank Mr
Sharad Pawar for rescuing it
and the drowning Sena.

The BJP shamelessly allied
with forces with which it has
nothing in common, and which
brought down its government in
April. This "party with a differ-
ence” has embraced Meham-
Chautala politics.

The Congress has been a re-
luctant coalition-builder. It
permitted itself the "Pachmarhi
delusion” — that it would romp
o power on its own.

The people have accepted Ms

Gandhi as an Indian citizen and

national leader. Hence her
largely effortless victory in two
constituencies. But they have
not endorsed her as a political

strategist. She committed many

tactical blunders: e.g. a terrible
flip-flop in Haryana, relying
upon discredited sycophantic
advisers like Messrs Pranab
Mukherjee and R.K. Dhawan.
Tactical blunders alone did
not deprive the Congress of a
sweet victory. The party started

with an eroded base, and a rot-

ten organisation, which it tried
to rebuild by half-heartedly
reaffirming secularism, but
without a radical revision of
econnomic policy or electoral
strategy.

The Congress foolishly
imagined that Sonia would
somehow metamorphose into
the Indira of 1971. The dynast
factor worked against it. It will
have to do much more than a

cosmeuc resignation exercise, a
la Mr Pranab Mukherjee.

The NDA has a higher prob-
ability of lasting than its prede-
cessor. But numbers cannot
imake it structurally stable. The
NDA remains an office-driven.
not ideologically motivated,
formation 1t has no ground-
rules for power-sharing or dis-
pute-resolution.

Mr Vajpayee will find it
painfully difficult to handle his
partners without creating ran-
cour. The NDA has at least hal
a dozen leaders who can barely
contain their ambitions.

The BJP has failed to draw
its single biggest ally, Telugu
Desam. into the Cabinet. This is
because Mr Naidu feels threat-
ened and does not want the
stigma of communal associa-
tion. For the past year. the BJP
has tried hard to split his party.
If Mr Vajpayee includes "new”
post-poll entrants into the Cab-
inet, he will have serious trou-
ble with the NDA's original
constituents.

There are contradictions
galore among NDA allies: over
river waters, attitudes to other
parties, tensions between re-

onal aﬁ nda, clashing portfo-
10s. and. of course, personal
ambitions. The JD(U), com-
posed of highly temperamental
mavericks. won't be less diffi-
cult to handle than AIADMK.
Nor will Ms Mamata Banerjee
miraculously turn reasonable,

The real issue is what the
new coalition does. In the short
run, it may do a lot for the Sen-
sex, but little for the people. Its
manifesto does not contain one
iota of hope for the poor. It fol-
lows a completely right-wing
line: indiscriminate privatisa-
tion, realigning the economy to
the needs of the WTO and global
capital. while starving the pub-
lic services.

A frustrated BJP, seething
with strife, could be tempted to
push an overtly communal
agenda. Unless its "secular” al-
lies resist this firmly, that can
spell trouble for India.

by Harun ur Rashid

Does the above pattern of conduct demonstrate Australia’s total commitment to human rights?
This is one of the anxious questions that is being agitated in the minds of many Asians on
Australia’s robust involvement in East Timor.

has come under severe scruliny
in Asia. Although Australia-
led international force in the
territory is a peace-keeping one
approved by the Security Coun-
cil of the UN with the concur-
rence of Indonesia, a question
begs: Is humanitarian interven-
tion universally applied or on
pick and choose basis ?

It appears that the East
Timor situation was triggered
because of Indonesia's decision
Lo go through a referendum un-
der the supervision of the UN.
Some analysts believe that In-
donesian fragile economic po-
sition and political instability
was one of the main reasons
which prompted mercurial
President Habibie to agree to
the referendum out of sheer
anger and desperation. Was it
an appropriate time to ask of
Australia to a transitional gov-
ernment for autonomy leading
to sell-determination in East
Timor ? Had Indonesia been
economically much vigorous or
self-reliant under a stable polit-
ical regime, it is not known
what response it would have
given to the proposal mooted by
Australia late last year. These
are the questions which remain
matters of debate.

It is admitted that Australi-
a's peace Keeping role in leading
the international force in East
Timor is authorised bv the UN,

‘At the same time it is a fact that
Australia played a lead role in
organising the international
force in the territory. It induced
the reluctant US to join the
multi-national force 'in East
Timor. It is argued that Aus-
tralia was compelled by its pub-
lic opinion to adopt a high pro-
file role in East Timor situa-
tion. After all East Timor is less
than 300 miles from its north-
ern city, Darwin, in Australia.

Australia has taken a high
moral ground on the human
rights abuses in East Timor.
However, a question that is
raised in some countries in
Asia is : does it stack up with
Australia's past and present at-
titude to other human rights-
situations inside and outside
the country ?

There is a strong view that
Australia's treatment to the
original inhabitants of Aus-
tralia { Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples) contin-
ues to be harsh and in neglect.
The Aboriginal leaders have
expressed that their rights are
not enshrined in the constitu-
tion. They raised vigorous ob-
jections to the amendments to
the Native Title Act, 1993 by the
present conservative coalition
Government which diluted, ac-
cording to them, their rights on
lands. Even a UN agency is re-

ported to have concluded that
the amendments were in breach
of laws of racial discrimina-
tion,

The appalling living condi-
tions of many of the Aboriginal
communities in rural Aus-
tralia may easily be compara-
ble to those prevalent in the
third world and no one can pos-
sibly justify the presence of ab-
ject poverty, lack of habitable
housing, sanitation and safe
drinking water among sorme of
the Aboriginal communities
given the wealth and resources
in Australia. No wonder the
Aboriginal activist Mr. Charles
Perkins ( a former Secretary of
a Federal Department) is re-
ported to have announced that
next year he would organise Lhe
visiting foreign media to see Lhe
living conditions ol the some of
the Aboriginal communities
before, during and after the
Olympic Games. The purpose of
the visit by the foreign media,
according to him, is to high-
light the grotesque inequalities
between the Aboriginal and the
non-Aboriginal communities
in Australia

The question is : do the poor
living conditions by some sec-
tion of the Aboriginal commu-
nity violate the human rights
under the 1966 International
Covenant on Economic, Social

address.

PM's remarks on
bomb blast

5ir, The Prime Minister's
remarks — "BNP behind bomb
planting incident” — was unfor-
lunate. Never did we find any
report or even any hint in any
ot the news media that BNP was
involved in that incident. If the
PM is certain about the in-
volvement of any of the BNP
workers in the incident she
should clearly declare their
names to the people without
kt:epinfg, them in the dark.

In the past, we have seen that
the PM and other AL leaders
smelled sabotage by BNP when-
ever there was any unfortunate
incident. But later on the alle-
gation was proved false or
baseless. This sort of remarks
by the PM and her colleagues
have already undermined the

credibility and importance of
their speeches. That the people
have a pre-conceived notion —
whatever the leaders are
preaching may not be true — is
very shocking to us. We think
the PM is not only an individ-
ual but also an institution.
Therefore, we earmestly request
our PM and all the national
leaders not to make any com-
ments about their opponents
merely to get a big-hand in the
public meeting or to undermine
the image of their opponents.

Mustafizur Rahman
Dhaka

Piracy
Sir. Recently we have come
to know that the Bangladesh
Computer Association 'seized’
thousands of ‘'duplicate’/
pirated’ CDs during the Com-
puter Show at IDB Bhaban.

Letters for publication in ' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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Such seizure has not been done
with any known lawful author-
itly. nor there is any provision
of law in Bangladesh to the ef-
fect.

Han%ladfsh is a signatory to
General Agreement on Tariff
and Trade (GATT) and a mem-
ber of World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) and has been given
the status of a least developed
country (LDC) which entitles its
various concessions and relax-
ation in relation to the Intellec-
tual Property Matters up to the
end of the year 2005.

In consideration of the facts
and circumstances and the so-
cio-economic status of
Bangladesh for which it has
been given the status of an LDC,
thie government and the law
enlorcing agencies are re-
quested not to allow any person
or agency to take law in hand.
Il. however, any genuine viola-
tion of law is detected the con-
cerned aggrieved party should
take proper steps under the due
process of law and take further
steps only in accordance with
the direction/orders from the
court and take the help of the
country s law enforcing agen-
cies only,

A B M Shamsud Doulah
Chairman, Society for In-
Jformation and Research on
Business Intellectual [nven-
tions (SIRBII)

Dhaka

Combating

traffic chaos

Sir, Once again, Home
Ministry has realised that traf-
fic police. in one way or other,
failed to regulate the capital's
traffic chaos. On the otherhand
many have praised our defence

personnel’s effort and success
in this regard. Despite that the
authorities did withdraw armed
forces from the road by a vague
statement, but with a conli-
dence that others who got
trained would perform welib. [
feel, once deployed, defence per-
sonnel should remain there till
the problem is solved satisfac-
torily. "Off and on™ deployment
only affects the progress made.

Armed forces have rightly
dentified that intersections are
the trouble spots. Because an in-
lersection holds large number
of vehicles and pedestrians by
signal for some time and re-
leases the whole lot at once. At
the same time, similar or more
number of vehicles gather on
the other side in a confused
way.

I would suggest, they should
construct initially makeshift
free-moving (without police or
signal light controlled) round-
about at intersections. This way
traffic might become slower,
but all the time moving, as can
be seen at Gulshan Circle-1 and-
2 and also at Shahbagh and Sat
Rasta. [ feel, if roundabout at
Sonargaon intersection is made
Iree-moving, then it would im-
prove the situation. This
roundabout is needed to be re-
designed, as wider and busy
Panthapath has been connected
in an offset manner, long after
the fountain was installed.

Moghbazaar intersection is
also needed to be made free-
moving bv placing a round-
about. Police obstruction
makes it clumsy. At Kakrail
intersectiont, dual control of
police and signal perplexes even
an experienced vehicle opera-
tor. Even here also a similar
roundabout would improve the
siluation.

| hope the authorities con-
cemed would ponder on these.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

Curiosier and

curiosier

Sir, It may be a coincidence,
but since the change of the
minister in the ministry of
home affairs, things have
livened up in the law and order

sector, and the situation is go-
ing from bad to worse.
Interesting things are happen-
ing in faster sequence, the latest
one being the discovery of
bombs in mosques.

It appears, there may be an
attempt by vested quarters to
create rift between different
sects of the Muslim community
by local or foreign agents under
some plan, now under investi-
gation. Then there was the story
of the reported attempt on the
life of the Prime Minister. The
border incidents cannot be left
out of the scenario either.

All in all a destabilising
movement is being tried by in-
terested quarters. The opposi-
tion leaders have come out with
statements that it could be a
machination of the ruling party
to divert attention from the
pressure of the combined oppo-
sition movement in the form of
hartals and road marches.

Political diversionary
movement is not a new political
tool. and it has been seen in al-
most all countries. some in
naked and vicious forms. But
what is happening in
Bangladesh appears to be too
crude, lacking fineness. Also it
has to be remembered that the
ruling party is nearing the end
of the reign, therefore attempts
In many forms would be tried to
consolidate the hold on power,
for a possible return after the
next general elections, The op-
position alliance has declared
that it will resist all future local

elections till the resignation of

the EC.

So the people are at the
mercy of the politicians, but the
politicians think that they are
above the pressure of the public
opinion. The authority has to
clearly identify the difference
between political movement by
the political opposition and the
pubﬁg apathy to dubious polit-
cal programmes and manoeu-
vers by the different political
parties including those in
power, judging by the
abysmally poor political stan-
dards in the country.

AZ
Dhaka

~and Cultural Rights ? ( Aus-

tralia ratified the Covenant on
10 December. 1975). It may be
argued that economic and so-
cial rights are equally as im-
portant as civil and political
rights.

Furthermore, Australia had
a policy to take away babies
forcibly from the Aboriginal
mothers for the benefit of ba-
bies until 60s . The babies, now
grown-up adults, are commonly
known as “the stolen genera-
tion” in the community. Taking
away babies from mothers is a
gross violation of human rights
and the “stolen generation”
wanted an apology from the
government. Prime Minister
Howard's failure to apologise
lormally on behalf of the gov-
ernment to “the stolen genera-
tion” is seen by the Aboriginal
community to be extremely in-
sensitive. However the Parlia-
ment has expressed “regret” (
not apology] to the Aboriginal
community Interestingly,
Australia's pre-Second World
War generation expect an apol-
ogy from present Japanese
leaders for the human rights
abuses during the Second World
War.

Australia’s House of Repre-
sentatives ( where government
is formed or falls) remains un-
represented by the Aboriginal
community. ere is no quota
or reserved seats available for
the Aboriginal people because it
is argued that the introduction
of such system is against the
democratic ﬁarincipies and may
raise the difficult and complex
question of representation of
other ethnic groups in the coun-
try in the House. This position
may have some validity but

Why has Australia’s Role in East Timor Raised Eyebrows in Asia?

some may query: are those the
only reasons? How is it that the
neighbour democratic New
Zealand has provided a quota
for the original inhabitants,
the Maoris, in the Parliament ?

Auslralia refused to sign the
standard cooperation agree-
ment with European Union be-
cause it contains a human-
rights provision. It appeared
that the European Union was
unable to comprehend Aus-
tralia’s objection to the human
rights clause in the agreement,
Furthermore., Australia does
not lend its support to the US
initiative to move resolution
against China on violation of
human rights in the UN Humran
Rights Commission in Genéva.
The government runs argumvnat
that it is engaged in a bilateral
dialogue with China on human
rights issue. However the critics
say that trade is more impor-
tant for the government than
human rights in China and
therefore the diplomatic cover
of ” bilateral dialogue” has been
invented to pacify the human
rights activists in the country.

Overlaid on this sort of atti-
tude. Prime Minister Howard in
an interview with a media con-
sidered Australia as a “Deputy
Sherilf” in Asia-Pacific region,
the US being the Sheriff. Later
although he retracted from this
position and denied he ever
used the words "Deputy Sheriff”
the perceEtiun of the Australian
role by the Prime Minister in
the region is seen to have un-
derpinned its action in East
Timor.

One may query: does the
above pattern of conduct
demonstrate Australia’s total
commitment to human rights?
This is one of the anxious ques-
tions that is being agitated in
the minds of many Asians on
Australia's robust involvement
in East Timor.

The author, a Bdrrister, is

Jformer Bangladesh Ambas-

sador to the UN in Geneva.
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wanted to see me.

She said. "How about Nov 157"
"That's good." | said, "but since he wants to see me, could we

move up the date?”

She sald, "Just a minute. How about Nov 10 in case we get a

cancellation?”

"Has the doctor any plans for me if something happens be-

tween now and Nov 107

"Most of our patients have to wait longer. I'm squeezing you
in because you have health insurance.”
is my problem,” I told her. "I know after the doctor
to send me to a specialist. When [ call
me that he can't see me until Dec 30.
S0, in truth, I won't see the doctor for two months."

The nurse said, "Everyone has to take his chances. Dr Kast-
ner may send you to a dilferent specialist to check you out with

have to Ect you an appointment with

the lab. The last time | tried that t

"This
checks mie out he's goin
the specialist, he will te

X-rays. In that case we'll

the summer.”

Thanks a lot," | said and hung up.

Then [ started to think about my condition. | knew there was
Nnotuu. wrong with me at that moment, but Dr Kastner can al-
ways find something that needs to be looked into, That's why |
figured he would want to see me in October.

So | called back and said to the nurse, "This is Mr B. Did
anything open up since [ spoke to you a few minutes ago?"

"Let me check. How does Nov 3 sound to you?"

"Sounds O K. It will be great to see the doctor.”

"It's not an appointment to see the doctor. It's for blood tests.
Also. don't eat any breakfast on Nov 10 and bring somebody to

drive you home."

“No problem,” | said. "And I'll see the doctor that day?"

? a conference in Fort Lauderdale | have to
reschedule everyone. Can we talk about Nov 20?"

"Of course, we can. I'll try to stay well until we do."

"He's attending

Forget the Apple

1 isn't as easy to see a doctor as it used to be, | discovered this
when | received a message from Dr Kastner last week, He
wanted to sc= me to check up on something or other.

[ called the next morning and told the nurse Dr Kastner

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.
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ey couldn’t see anyone until




