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PM leaves for
Australia
tonight

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka tonight
for Australia on a 5-day official
visit, reports LINB.

"I look forward to Sheikh
Hasina's visit as an opportunit
to enhance Australia's ties wit
Bangladesh and to discuss cur-
rent regional issues,” said Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
fi{m'm a statement yester-

ay. .|

Hasina is the first head of
government of Bangladesh to
undertake a bilateral trip to the
Pacific nation at the invitation
of the Australian Prime Minis-
ter. Trade and investment is-
sues are likely to dominate her
official talks with the Aus-
tralian prime minister.

Howard said: "There are good
opportunities now for both Aus-
tralian and Bangladesh ex-
porters to expand their markets
in each other's country and Lo

See Page 11 Col 7
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Imported from Australia, vetch can impair
eyesight, affect human tissues

SUcs,

next week

"It is toxic even for animals”,
officials of the Institute for
Analysis
(IDPAA), a
of a local NGO,
press con-
ference in the city quoting the

Development Polic
and dvocacy
subsidiary
Proshika, said at a

reports.

As per the reports, only
veich pﬂmts can be safely used

as fodder, they told newsmen.

They also demanded an im-
rt of the

item, its withdrawal from the

mediate ban on impo

Toxicity in 'vetch', imported
from Australia and marketed
in the country as lentil for hu-
man consumption, can impair
eyesight and affect human tis-

According to study reports in
many countries including Aus-
tralia and Sri Lanka, one-week-
old chickens, when fed on vetch
grains, died by the end of the

By Staff Correspondent

market and action against the
importers for the sake of public
interest.

Huge quantity of the item
has been imported and mar-
keted throughout the country
for a long time, they said.

Presenting detailed reports
on test results in different coun-
tries, Deputy Director of
Proshika, Omar Tareq Chowd-
hury said the businessmen con-
cerned in Bangladesh and Aus-
tralia are equally responsible
for import of the toxic item. "We
demand action against the
businessmen and the officials
in Bangladesh who allowed it".

They also demanded an im-
mediate announcement from
the Australian government that
vetch would no more be ex-
ported. They named two Aus-
tralian companies — TJ Teague
(SA) Ltd. and Societa Cofica Ltd

* See Page 12 Col 7.
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Sample of vetch collected from a local market. — Star photo
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Cyclonic

By Special Correspondent

The well marked low in the
West Central Bay turned into a
cyclonic storm yesterday after-
noon and continued to move to
the north-west, meteorologists
said.

It is likely to intensify fur-
ther and continue to mave in a
north-westerly direction, mak-
ing a ‘land fall' at Orissa coast
in India this afternoon.

“We are watching its move-
ment in case it may take & turn
and head towards the -

desh coast,” a senior weather- -

man said.
The Met Office has already

to hoist cautionary - signal

number-3. | kD g
The core speed of the storm

is 65 kph which may risé up to

| 85 kph in gust/squalls at the

cyclone centre. It was located
790 km south-west of Chitta-
gong and 690 km south south-
west of Khulna at 6 pm, Met
Office said. -

Under its influence, there
{See Page 12Col 3]
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Funds congtraint

Project for lead-free

fuel uncertain

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Oct 16: Ban-
gladesh Petroleum Corpora-
tion's proposed project to set up
a 'lead-separator unit' at the
Eastern Refinery to supply lead-
free fuel for motori vehicles
has become uncertain due to
lack of funds, sources said.

The 100 million US dollar
project was prelpared against
the backdrop of government's
decision to market lead-free
fuel to reduce air pollution. The
project was included in the
Fifth Five Year Plan.

In the absence of a lead -

 atog at the refinery, petrol and

leaded motor ' ' -
ce of nrud?i“ et
B however started mar-
kctln% unleaded' motor fuel
from last month by blending
those with unleaded motor
spirit imported from Singapore
to reduce the level of air pollu-

tion in urban centres. the
sources said.

Marketin
was to begin

of unleaded fuel
m July 1 but was

delayed due to delay in import
of unleaded motor spirit, they
said.

The BPC had planned to im-
port 90,000 tonnes of unleaded
motor spirit to meet the re-
quirement for July-December
Eerind. A total of 27,000 tonnes

ave been imported and the rest
is in the process, BPC Chair-
man Anwar Hossain told this
correspondent.

He claimed that the BPC
supplied motor fuel now is
completely unleaded.

 70-injured.in
Dighinala clash

From Our Correspondent

Khagrachhari Oct 16: At
least 70 people were injured,
eight of them seriously, in a
clash involving tribal people,
Bangalee settlers and army per-

sonnel in Dighinala thana of
the district this afternoon.

See Pape 11 Col 8
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The IFIC Bank management
has acted quite cleverly in try-

'gﬁat:d from tge H-::dn'm?é Egum

based on an uncompetitive of-
fer, which insiders say has
caused ripples in the banking
circles.

The piece of land at city's
Kawran Bazar is intended for
building the bank’s head office.

The Beximco’s ‘single’ offer
of sale to the bank is likely to be
placed to the board soon, the
insiders said. But the whole af-
fair has already had eyebrows
raised both inside and outside
IFIC as it is ill for the bank,
which is a public limited com-
pany, to consider or accept a
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IFIC in for a raw deal?

Star Report

‘single’ offer, sources said.

ports have it that the key
owners of Beximco, Salman
and Sohel F Rahman who are
also the sponsors of IFIC Bank,
desperately need money to keep
their tottering empire going.
"As a sure, quick and profitable
way to manage money, they
have planned to sell their land
to their own bank at a higher-
than-the-market price," says
one banker.

“If the bank accepts Bexim-
co's offer, it will stand to lose a
lot of mo because of higher
price,” said a senior IFIC offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

"But the whole purchase will
be illegal as the bank did not
invite any tender or bid and
there had not been any offer.
Although the bank manage-
ment talked about searchin
some more plots, it never plac
any details of the other lands to
the board.

“The guestion heing asked
is, why should Beximco's single
offer get the privilege of getting
to the board?”

The situation becomes all

the more sensitive in this case

since the two brothers are also
owners of IFIC.

The IFIC management has
strongly recommended the pur-

chase of the land, which now
houses Beximco's media con-
cerns - The Independent and
the Muktakantha. According to
a management report. the bank
needs a piece of land to build its
head office which is now situ-
ated at rented premises at Moti-
jheel.

Apart from legality, the pro-
posed deal has also brought to
the fore the ethical question.

Beximco has about Tk 150
crore in loan liabilities with
the bank, co-owned by Salman
and Sohel F Rahman. Major

rtions of the loans have been

aken under different fictitious
accounts and the business con-
glomerate has defaulted in re-
paying the loans on several oc-
casions.

Bankers say the Beximco
Group. which owes the bank
such a huge amount of loans,
should rather have offered to
clear part of its liabilities
against the price of the land.
“That would at least have
cleared the ethical question.”
one banker said.

According to the insiders,
the whole scheme was drawn up
to help Beximco sell its 2.5-
bigha plot, which was why the
bank management did not con-
sider any other offer.

See Page 11 Col 6

DESA's priority
to posh areas

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA] gives priority to
posh areas like Guisﬁan. Ba-
nani, Dhanmondi and Eskaton
over industrial belts in supplying

ower because of "pressure
rom higher authorities”, said a
senior official of DESA.

"We always try to maintain
uninterrupted power supply to

the posh areas because most of

the government high-ups live
there”. the official said request-
ing anonymity.

"We often face pressure
from the authorities whenever
power supply is disrupted in
VIP areas. But hardly any
pressure comes if power supply
is disrupted in industrial belts
in Tongi, Joydevpur, Savar,
Narsingdi and

shedding in DESA areas yester-
day, he said but declined to
specify the quantity in different
zones. The load-shedding is dis-
tributed among the 17 zones
under DESA. In the last couple
of days, the quantity varied
from 5 mw to 9 mw in different
zones, the official said. The total
requirement for DESA areas
was 830 mw yeslerday.

See Page 11 Col 7

Opinion poll

Buriganga to be
major issue in

mayoral polls

By Staff Correspondent

More than 50 per cent of the
city dwellers think that saving
the river Buriganga would turn
out to be a ma,lur issue in the
next mayoral election, accord-
ing to an opinion poll.

The poll was sponsored by
the Centre for Sustainable De-
velopment [(CFSD) and con-
ducled by two teachers at the
North South University. They
interviewed 838 people of vari-
ous occupational groups in the
city.

About 94.5 per cent of the re-
spondents said, what the Burig-
anga is to Dhaka, the Thames is
to London and the Nile is to
Cairo. Therefore, a clean Burig-
anga is a must for developing
Dhaka as a beautiful city during
the next century.

About 83.3 per cent believe
that the river was not free from
pollution because the govern-
ment was not taking appropri-
ate measures.

On encroachment of the
river, 85.9 per cent of the re-
spondents said a good portion
of Buriganga was under illegal
occupation, while only 14.2 per
cent thought that the media
‘overplayed’ the issue.

See Page 11 Col 8

EU move to halt aid t Pakistan

US hints at accepting a new
civilian govt without Sharif

WASHINGTON, Oct 16: The
United States signalled on Fri-
day it could accept a new civil-
ian government in Pakistan that
did not include ousted Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, who was
toppled in a bloodless military
coup on Tuesday, reports
Reuters.

Asked if he wanted Sharif
reinstated, President Bill Clinton
told Reuters the United States
wanted a restoration of civilian
government in the South Asjan
country but pointedly did not
address whether this should in-
clude Sharif.

"As a matter of principle, the
United States, any country,
never attempts to select the
leaders for any other country ...
the people are supposed to do
that, not us,” Clinton said in a
brief interview after a White
House event on youth violence.

The position contrasted
sharply with an intense and ul-
timately successful US effort to

restore former Haitian Presi-
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide af-
ter a 1991 coup.

Also on Fridl;;,r. the State De-
artment said the United States
ad halted all but a tiny slice of

aid to Pakistan in response to
the military takeover — a
largely symbolic move because
most aid had been cut off un-
der sanctions dating back to
1990. State Department
spokesman James Foley said
Washington was undecided on
whether to oppose International
Monetary Fund loans,

Clinton’'s comments followed
remarks by another US official
that Washington was not seek-
ing Sharif's return to power af-
ter Tuesday's bloodless military

coup led b Gen Pervez
Musharraf, the head of the

Pakistani military,

"It is our view that that's nol
the practical solution to the cur-
rent political crisis — to call for
his return to power,” said the

US official, who asked not to be
named.

The United States, hopeful of
a quick return to civilian rule,
has been relatively mild in its
criticism of the coup and of
Mufg}li.larraas steps on Thursday
to tighten his grip by suspending
Pakistan's mns?mfliun ﬁd its
national assembly.

Washington also has been
mindful of the lack of protest in
Pakistan at the ousting of
Sharif, who did not enjoy wide
public support,

Musharraf gave no hint of a
return to democracy in two
hours of talks with US ambas-
sador to Pakistan William
Milam on Friday, raising fears
in Washington of an extended
military rule that may spark
conflict with India. US officials
saicl,

‘He didn't give an indication
ol what his intentions were or

Vajpayee’s silence over
talks with Pakistan

NEW DELHI, Oct 16: Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
today announced a wide range
of policy initiatives to speed up
economic reforms and infras-
tructure development, but gave
no indication he was ready for
talks with Pakistan where a
military coup has complicated
already difficult relations be-
tween the two South Asian
neighbours, reports AP.

n the past, Vajpayee had
said one of his first priorities
after assuming office would be
to renew with Pakistan, a dia-
logue that had broken down
this summer after a confronta-
tion over the disputed Hi-
malayan territory of Kashmir.

In his first address to the
nation after being elected Prime
Minister:«+Vajpayee said. his-
government was committed to
giving India a stable and good
government that would make
the country strong, vigorous
and prosperous” in the 21st cen-
tury. An advance copy of his
television speech was made
available by the United News of
India.

For the first time in a
decade. the Indian electorate
has given a decisive mandate to

a political group. Vajpayee's Na-
tional Democratic Alliance, a
coalition of 22 parties, won
more than 300 seats in the 543-
member parliament, giving the
government a fair chance of
completing five in office. His
revious two administrations
asted 13 days and 13 months
respectively.

In the coming days. Vajpayee
sald, his government wmﬂ]?;i in-
troduce financial reforms for
better expenditure manage-
ment, tax reformms and restruc-
turing and disinvestment of
public sector companies.

In addition, the government
would promote investment, in-
cluding foreign direct invest-
ment, gy removing bottlenecks
;I;ia[tl. lead. to .costly, delays. he

wDesplte _hUﬁe' prdiress-the |
ade,

warld has m poverty and
rising unemployment still con-
front India, problems that are
of deep concern to him, Vaj-
payee said.

"The soul of India rebels
against this,” he said. "Our gov-
ernment pledges itselfl to nar-
rowing the gap between our
performance and your expecta-

See Page 12 Col 6

3 more accomplices held

Shikdar shifted to

Daulatpur thana

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA, Oct 16: Ershad
Shikdar was shifted to Daulat-
ur thana from the well forti-
ied interrogation cell at Son-
adanga thana today.

He has been shifted for secu-
rity reason and also for keeping
him away from 'Swarnkomol’,
his residence, which is adjacent
to Sonadanga thana, said a
source in the Khulna Metropoli-
tan Police (KMP).

But allegations have it that
Shikdar was trying to contact
some of his associates through
verbal messages to some of "his
police constable friends" now
serving in Sonadanga thana.

The allegations are being in-
vestigated, said a KMP official.

Liaguat Lashkar. another
accomplice of Shikdar was also
shifted to Sonadanga thana
from Daulatpur thana today. He
was kept at Daulatpur thana
after his arrest.

DC (South) Mazharul Hug
said today that Shikdar and his
former bodyguard Noor-e-Alam
would be interrogated together
in the same room at the KMP

headquarters tomorrow by
some senior officials of the 25-
member interrogation team.

Eartlier, Shikdar said that
he did not know Noor-e-Alam.

Police arrested three more
armed cadres of Shikdar from
Rajor in Madaripur district
Friday night.

They have been identified as
Mosharef Hossain Mosha. Ja-
hangir and Babul.

Police believe that informa-
tion about the murder of ward
commissioner and AL leader
Moslemuddin Khan could be
collected from the three armed
cadres.

Moslem was killed on
February 25, 1995. A case was
lodged with Khulna thana on
the following day accusing 14
people. Shikdar was the princi-
pal accused in the case.

But the 10 of the case had
submitted a charFe sheet drop-
ping the names of ten of the ac-
cused including Shikdar.

On February 28 this year. the
remaining four were convicted

See Page 11 Col 6

his timeline.” White House
See Page 11 Col 7
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Anniversary of

SM Ali’s
death today

By Staff Correspondent

L the 1 7th of October,

€ 8ixth anniver of
death of S M Ali, the founding
editor and publisher of The
Daily Star.

Syed Mohammad All popu-
larly known as S M Ali died at
the age of 65 in a Bangkok hos-
pital on this day in 1993 after a
prolonged surﬁ):'rlng from lung
cancer. The late Ali had a cele-
brated career in journalism as a
media and communication pro-
fessional.

He held key positions in
newspapers and other media
organisations in South-East
Asia. He served as managing
editor of the Bangkok Post,
managing editor of the Hong
Kong Standard, executive direc-
tor of Press Foundation of Asia
and Unesco communication
advisor for Asia and the Pa-
cific.

He founded The Daily Sar in
January, 1991.

Boat capsize:

O drown 1n
Chalan Beel

NATORE, Oct 16: At least
nine passengers drowned and
seven others remained missing
after an engine boat capsized in
Chalan Beel in Shingra thana
on Thursday, according to a de-
layed report received here to-
day, reports LUNB.

Police quoting survivors
said the Dahia-bound engine
boat fromn Bildohor with about
50 passengers, was caught in a
storm and sank in the Beel
when it reached Kushabari
area.

Local people and police re-
covered the bodies of Dhukhuni
Bala, 60, Thanda Bibi, 55, Jan-
era Bewa. 40, Bimol Halder, 40,
Ashalata, 42, Shakti Narayan
Gosh, 45, Abdur Razzak, 48, Ak-
iron, 9, and Sathi. 8.

Li

They hailed from villages
Kolom, Bildohor, Krishnapur
and Dahia.

US team arrives Oct 29
to scrutinise WRIP

Representatives of the re-
cently appointed American
consultant firm. Parsons. are
expected to arrive in the city on
October 29 to scrutinise the con-
troversial Western Region
Integrated Project (WRIP) being
pursued by US company Unocal
and supervise follow-up action
of the government, official
sources said.

The government has already
prepared necessary documernts
which include a report by
Petrobangla on the outcome of
negotiations and disputed is-
sues of the 700 million dollar
project. :
e WRIP seeks to develop
Shahbazpur Gasfield in Bhola,
lay a 150 km pipeline and set up
four power plants in Gopalganj-
- Khuina region.

In its report, Petrobangla

By Sharier Khan

pointed out that WRIP was pass-
ing all the risk factors on
Bangladesh government. It sug-
gested that as an investor,
Unocal must take all the risks
including gas supply risk.

Petrobangla expressed its’
reservations about the tariff
structure and the diameter of
the 150 km pipeline.

It said Shahbazpur has a
medium size gas reserve of 300
billion cubic feet (bcf] and a
pipeline with 16 inch diameter
is eno for optimal supply of
Shahbazpur gas. Yet, Unocal
was insisting on a 24-inch di-
ameter pipeline.

Therefore, Petrobangla ar-
gued, if Unocal was so much in-
terested in a bigger pipeline ig-
noring Bangladesh's sugges-
tions, it should aﬁ;ec to a con-
cession under which tariff for

the pipeline would not exceed
that applicable to a 16-inch di-
ameter pipeline, "It may build a
24-inch pipeline or 20- inch
pipeline, Igut the tariff would be
calculated against a 16-inch
pipeline,” clarified one source.
Petrobangla asserted that
Gas Transmission Company
Ltd (GTCL) of Bangladesh
should be designated as a joint
operator with Unocal in the
peline scheme under WRIP.

It further suggested that
GTCL, which is curr:::rtl}r e%uy—
ing mono in gas transmis-
snlgn in thguclzuﬂngtry. should be
given a carried interest of 20 per
cent as it was partially losing
its monopoly.’

Earlier, during negotiations
between Pelrobangla and

Unocal, the US company had
See Page 11 Col 7
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Waukesha Australasia Distributors Association

we express our deepest sorrow & condolences to

all family members of

Mr. S. A. Hashem, Director of Dana Engineers Int’l Ltd..

A dedicated, professional, friendly, helpful & family man
whose sudden & premature demise will certainly be missed dearly by all.

On behalf of all personnel of

Waukesha Engine Division
Dresser Equipment Group, Inc.
A Halliburton Company




